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Preface. 


X  HE  northern  parts  of  Europe  are 
feldom  vifited  by  Englifh  Travellers; 
nor  have  any  of  thefe,  within  the 
fpaceof  fifteen  years,  two  Gentlemen 
only  excepted!  publilhed  their  travels. 

Mr.  Wraxal  made  a  tour  of  2,000 
miles  around  the  Baltic,  in  the  courfe 
of  five  months;  It  is  impoflible  ei- 
ther to  difregard  the  admirable  ala- 
crity of  this  Gentleman's  movements, 
or  to  fuppofe  that  he  had  it  in  his 
power  to  draw  many  of  his  reflections 
from  actual  obfervation.  Mr.  Coxe 
travelled  at  a  pace  fomewhat  flower, 
and  much  more  folemn.  He  has  given 
a  3  us 
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us  many  accurate  and  ufeful  details 
concerning  manufactures,  commerce, 
population,  public  revenue,  military 
eftabliihments,  and  the  ceremonials 
obferved  in  various  interviews  with 
which  he  was  honoured  by  Nobles, 
Princes,  and  Kings.  Thefe,  together 
with  hiftorical  extracts  from  a  great 
number  of  Writers,  with  multiplied 
experiments  on  the  congelation  of 
mercury,  made  by  different  Philofo- 
phers,  at  different  times  and  places, 
fwell  his  volumes  to  a  refpe&able  fize 
as  well  as  price. 

It  is  not,  however,  long  details, 
biographical,  hiftorical,  or  philofo- 
phical,  that  are  expected  by  every 
Reader  to  form  the  principal  parts  of 
books  of  travels.  What  the  Traveller 
himfelf  obferved,  inferred,  fuffered, 
or 
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or  enjoyed — but  above  all,  manners, 
cuftoms,  drefs,  modes  of  life,  domef- 
tic  ceconomy,  amufements,  arts,  whe- 
ther liberal  or  mechanical,  and,  in  a 
word,  whatever  tends  to  illuftrate  the 
a&ual  ftatc  of  fociety,  and  that  not 
only  among  the  great,  but  the  body, 
and  even  the  very  loweft  of  the  peo- 
ple :  all  this,  in  the  opinion  of  thofe 
who  read  rather  for  amufement,  than 
the  ftudy  of  either  politics  or  natural 
philofophy,  mould  enter  into  thofe 
narratives  which  are  fuppofed  to  hold 
a  kind  of  middle  rank  between  the 
folidity  of  fludied  difcourfe  and  the 
freedom  of  colloquial  converfation. 

It  is  on  this  humble  ground  that 
the  Author  of  this  volume,  notwith- 
standing what  has  been  published  by 
the   refpectable    Gentlemen    above- 
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mentioned,  iB  induced  to  offer  id  the 
Public  a  variety  of  obfervations  which 
he  has  been  enabled  to  make,  by  fre- 
quent voyages  to  Denmark,  and  a  le- 
fidence  of  feveral  years  in  Ruffia. 

With  regard  to  what  he  has  writ- 
ten concerning  the  naval  campaigns 
between  Ruffia  and  Sweden,  he  drew 
his  information  on  that  fubject  from 
the  Britiih,  Ruffian,  German,  and 
SWediih  Officers,  who  were  actually 
engaged  in  thefcenes  defcribed;  and, 
as  many  of  bur  countrymen  diftin- 
guifhed  themfelves  in  every  action 
which  took  place,  and  frequently  held 
the  fupreme  command,  the  relation 
becomes  to  Britifh  fubjedts,  particu- 
larly interefting. 

Should  the  prefentbe  received  with 
indulgence,  the  Author  will  he  en- 
couraged 
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couraged  to  publiih  another  volume, 
containing  additional  remarks  on  the 
cuftoms,  manners,  agriculture,  and 
commerce  of  the  Danes  and  Ruffians ; 
and  alio  his  Travels  through  Livonia, 
Courland,  part  of  Poland,  and  Pruffia, 
in  the  year  1791.  It  may  be  proper 
here  to  ohferve,  that  the  Author,  in 
treating  of  the  commerce  and  agri- 
culture of  Ruffia,  will  have  it  parti- 
cularly in  view,  to  mow  how  nearly 
the  interefts  of  Great  Britain  and  Ruf- 
lia  are  connected,  and  how  falfe  that 
fyftem  of  policy  in  either  country, 
that  would  permit  even  a  coolnefs  to 
fubfift  between  them. 

The  Author  trufts  that  the  judi- 
cious Reader  will  not    cenfure   his 
mentioning  a  circumftancc  connected 
with  the  credit  due  to  his  publication. 
Though 
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Though  he  did  not  arrive  in  Ruflia 
in  time  to  be  introduced  to  the  firft 
people,  by  his  honourable  and  near 
relation  Admiral  Greig,  that  difadvan- 
tage  was  made  up  to  him,  in  the  nobleft 
manner,  by  the  refpecl  univerfally 
paid  to  that  great  man's  memory. 
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ERRATUM. 

THE  attentive  Reader  will  obferve  an  inconfifteacy 
between  the  fecond  fentence  of  fecond  paragraph,  p.  446, 
and  the  firft  fentence  of  firft  paragraph,  p.  447,  The  in- 
confiftency  will  be  obviated,  by  reading  line  i,  p.  447, 
for,  "  Now  it  is  wonderful  that,"  "  New  it  wtukUt 
wottdtrfttl  if" 
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LETTER'  I. 

Voyage  acrefs  the  North  Sea— Of  the  Kraken 
— The  Coaft  qfNorwrayt  its  Appearance — ■ 
Of  the  Ancient  Norwegians — Of  the 
Ught-houfes,  for  the  Navigation  of  the 
Baltic — Sea  Scene, 


North  Sea,  Oftoher,  1788. 
DEAR  SIR,  * 

1  have  again  ventured  upon  the  faithlefs 
deep,  and  to  fiich  a  peripatetic  philofopher 
as  myfelf  it  makes  very  little  difference 
where  he  goes. 

This  is  my  third  expedition  to  the 
north :  it  is  a  ftrange  whim  to  get  in  love 
with  deferts,  with  ice  and  with  fnow. 

B  Ide- 
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I  delight  to  fee  Nature  in  her  Winter 
uniform  j  to  be  furrounded  with  rugged 
rocks  and  frozen  oceans. 

This  is  the  dreary  feafon  of  the  year. 
Few  veffels  are  now  plowing  the  main, 
unlefs  thofe  fleering  homewards  to  their 
native  Ihores.  The  winds  are,  however, 
favourable  to  us :  the  fea  nymphs,  in  the 
ftiape  of  billows,  pufti  our  fhip  along. 

I  lit  down  for  the  purpofe  of  writing 
to  you,  by  a  fnug  fire  in  the  cabin ;  but 
the  fhip  rolls  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  it  is 
with  difficulty  I  can  either  hold  my  pen 
or  keep  my  temper.  Perhaps  it  is  the 
Kraken  that  moves  his  huge  fides  under 
me  ?  Where  fhall  I  find  a  tub  large  enough 
to  be  thrown  out  tb  fuch  a  whale  j  whofe 
eyes  behold  his  tail  at  the  diftance  of  three 
miles  ?  Surely  the  works,  of  creation  are 
fufficient  of  themfelves  to  fill  and  expand 
the  human  mind,  though  they  mould  not 
derive  any  additional  grandeur  from  the 
affrighted  imagination. 

POn- 
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Pontoppidan  gravely  records  the  hiftory 
of  the  Kraken  from  hearfay,  although  he 
refidcd  in  Norway,  into  whofc  creeks  this 
fi(h  fometimes  wandered  ;  but  getting  a- 
ground,  died  and  infected  the  air  with  its 
effluvia.  The  reverend  Bilhop  does  not 
even  aver  that  he  himfelf  was  incommoded 
with  this  fcent :  he  only  mentions  thofe 
who  had. 

Pontoppidan  has,  however,  produced 
more  certain  evidence  of  the  existence  of 
the  fea  worm,  who  drags  along  his  flow 
length  of  about  one  hundred  yards.  This 
may  well  fatisfy  the  admirers  of  monfters. 

Eged,  a  refpeclable  Norwegian  writer, 
in  a  voyage  to  Greenland,  gives  an  account 
of  this  ferpent,  which  he  himfelf  beheld : 
but  he  laughs  at  the  credulity  of  his  coun- 
trymen, in  regard  to  their  tales  concern- 
ing the  Kraken. 

In  the  year  1786,  a  Norwegian  Ship- 
master and  his  Mate  made  oath  before  the 
Bz  Ma- 
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Magistrates  of  Dundee,  that  they  had  teen 
a  large  fifli,  within  a  few  leagues  of  the 
coaft  of  Scotland,  which  they  judged  to  be 
three  miles  in  length. 

Unfortunately,  they  defcribed  it  as  re- 
fcmbling  the  fea  worm.  There  is  no  doubt : 
but  that  it  was  this  animal ;  and  candid 
indulgence  mu  ft  attribute  their  miilakc  to 
their  fright. 

Some  philofophers  have  imagined  the 
exiftence  of  a  proportion  betwixt  the  iize 
of  animals  and  the  planet  they  inhabit : 
for  inftance,  they  give  to  Saturn,  human 
animals  of  iixty  feet  in  ftature ;  but  for 
this  hypothefis,  there  does  not  feem  to  be 
any  analogy  in  nature.  On  the  contrary, 
the  inhabitants  of  cold  climates,  and  phi- 
lofophers fuppofe  that  the  climate  of  Sa- 
turn is  cold,  are  generally  the  fmalleft  in 
ftature.  If  thefe  philofophers  are  right  in 
their  conjectures,  the  people  of  Mercury 
will  not  exceed  feven  or  nine  inches  in 
height. 

Creative 
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Creative  power  has  indeed,  as  far  as  it 
has  come  within  our  knowledge,  obferved 
a  certain  proportion  between  the  extent 
of  land  and  that  of  waters ;  and  between 
the  animals  natives  of  the  one,  and  the 
animals  inhabitants  of  the  other;  but  it 
does  not  appear  that  Nature  intended  a 
proportion  between  men  and  mountains. 
The  proportion  in  fizc  between  land  and 
fea  animals,  is  not  only  exact,  but  even,  their 
iikenefs  to  each  other  •,  as  the  fca  lion,  the  lea 
horfe,  the  lea  dog :  and  although  the  whale 
is  much  larger  than  the  elephant,  the  for- 
mer does  not  apparently  much  exceed  the 
latter  in  Arcngth:  befides,  the  exigence  of 
land  animals  larger  than  the  elephant,  has 
been  proved  beyond  a  doubt.  Until,  there- 
fore, a  land  animal  is  found,  one,  or  two,  or 
three  miles  in  length,  the  exigence  of  the 
Krakcn  will  always  be  dilputed.  Milton 
alludes  to  this  fabulous  animal — 


-orthatfeabeaft, 


Leviathan,  which  God  of  all  his  works 
Created  hugeft  that  fwim  th'  ocean  ft  ream : 
Him,  haply  flumb'ring  on  the  Norway  foam. 

B3  On 
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On  the  third  day  after  we  left  the  fliores 
of  Britain,  the  rocks  of  Norway  appeared, 
heaving  their  rugged  precipices  awefully 
above  the  waves  that  foamed  underneath. 
I  renewed  my  acquaintance  with  every 
hill  and  mountain,  and  hailed  the  ancient 
domains  of  our  conquerors. 

Norway,  extending  one  thoufand  miles, 
from  the  Naze  to  the  North  Cape,  is  one 
continued  groupe  of  rocks,  hills,  moun- 
tains, and  hanging  woods.  Norway  has 
her  mines  of  gold  and  filver  too,  but  thefe 
feem  intended  by  Nature  rather  for  orna- 
ment than  ufe.  Her  real,  wealth,  and  what 
perhaps  is  more  real  wealth  than  gold,  con- 
fifts  in  her  forefts  of  timber,  her  iron  and 
copper  mines,  and  her  ■fifheries. 

The  Norwegians  very  early  diftinguifh- 
ed  themfelves  in  naval  expeditions ;  but 
unfortunately  they  have  only  retained  their 
conquefts  in  the  north.  They  planted  co- 
lonies in  Iceland  and  Greenland,  and, 
from  a  party  of  thefe  cobnuts  are  de- 
fended 
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icended  the  Efquimaux,  who  dwell  upon 
the  dreary  coafts  of  Labradore.  Some- 
times under  Kings  of  their  own,  fome- 
times  under  the  Daniih  Monarchs,  they 
frequently  invaded  England,  Scotland,  and 
Ireland.  Denmark,  during  her  former 
greatnefs,  ruling  over  Sweden,  and  all  the 
kingdoms  around  the  Baltic;  thenameand 
actions  of  the  Norwegians  were  loit  in  that 
of  Danes.  At  this  day,  Norway  is  the  on- 
ly remain  of  all  the  Danifti  conquefts — 
if,  indeed,  it  can  now  be  confidered  as  a 
conqucit  j  for  it  had  fhaken  off  the  Danifh 
yoke  for  many  years  before  the  famous 
Margaret,  daughter  of  Waldemar,  King  of 
Denmark,  and  wife  of  Hacquin,  King  of 
Norway >.  effected  the  union  of  thefe  two 
nations. 

We  were  abreafr.  of  the  Naze  juft  as  the 
lights  blazed  forth.  They  are  exceedingly 
ufeful  upon  fuch  a  dangerous  coait,  and 
light-houfes  are  therefore  eftablifhed,  at 
proper  places,  all  along  from  this  cape  to 
Elilneur.  They  were  originally  erected 
B4  for 
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for  the  benefit  of  the  fubjects  of  the  Danifh 
Government,  who,  very  reafonably,  de- 
manded of  foreigners  trading  to  the  eaft 
fcas,  a  proportion  of  the  expence.  This 
being  readily  complied  with,  the  Danes  be* 
gan  to  think  of  making  rhofe  rights  a  mat- 
ter of  revenue,  and  yearly  increaled  the 
dues.  As  their  dominions  lay  at  the  en- 
trance of  the  Baltic,  no  mips  could  pafs 
quietly  without  their  permiffion. 

Their  extortions  at  laft  offended  the 
Hanfe-towns,  the  Dutch,  and  theEnglim. 
After  much  conteft,  the  Danes  lowered  the 
Sound  duties,  and  all  nations  acoutefced 
in  paving  the  rates  then  fixed. 

The  rapid  incrcafe  of  trade  within  thefe 
hundred  years,  has  made  this  part  of  the 
revenues  of  Denmark  very  considerable, 
and  the  moft  certain  of  any  they  have :  it 
is  a  revenue  of  which  no  other  nation  has 
the  like— it  is  entirely  independent  of  the 
Subjects. 

The 
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The  navigation  from  the  Naze  to  EHU 
neur  is  the  moft  dangerous  in  die  world, 
particularly  at  this  feafon  of  the  year ;  and 
to  add  to  our  afHi&on,  there  is  no  moon- 
light. Here  are  no  regular  tides,  but  ra- 
pid currents,  fetting  or  running,  accord- 
ing as  the  winds,  or  other  circumstances, 
influence  them. 

It  is  Saturday  night :  the  mariners,  for- 
getting the  dangers  of  the  feas,  are  making 
merry  in  the  fteerage,  and  drinking  the 
healths  of  their  wives  and  fweethearts : 
every  feaman  is  fuppoled  to  have  the  one 
or  the  other,  if  not  both.  Thefe  pleafing 
entertainments  of  the  heart  are  reliefs  from 
care,  and  cheer  the  brave  and  honeft  fai- 
lor,  amidft  his  hardships  and  perils. 

I  continued  upon  the  deck  this  evening 
until  eleven  o'clock.  The  waves  roll  af- 
ter us  with  more  violence  than  ever :  it  is 
owing  to  the  current,  and  to  the  harrow 
fhaight  we  are  now  entering,  called  the 
Sleeve, 


3,g,1,zed  by  GoOgle 


(      10      )  . 

Sleeve,  the  Categate  and  this  making  the 
figure  of  an  arm. 

The  fable  night  hangs  his  dark  brown 
curtain  over  us — the  ftorm  whittles  in  the 
fhrouds — no  obje&s  are  diftinguilhable 
but  the  twinkling  of  the  Naze  lights,  and 
the  white  foaming  billows  that  roar  around 
us.  Palinurus  watches  at  the  helm ;  the 
mariners  talk  together  of  dangers  and  ihip- 
wrecks. 
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LETTER  II. 


QftbeSkdw,  the  North  Point  of  Jutland- — 
The  Country  of  our  Anceftors. 


XI  ail  !  daughter  of  Heaven,  orient  Light! 
defpair  and  melancholy  fly  before  thee :  by 
thy  influence  the  mind  is  foothed  as  with 
the  prefence  of  a  deity ! 

We  this  moment  fee  a  veffel  for  the  firft 
time  fince  our  departure  j  (he  appears  to  be 
a  Britifh  fliip,  and  we  confider  her  as  an 
acquaintance.  Oh!  here  is  more  compa- 
ny ;  I  fee  four  Danifh  ihallops  to  leeward. 

Let  me  tell  you,  this  is  a  matter  of  no 
fmall  consideration  in  fuch  dreary  weather : 
the  fine  morning  is  already  vanifhedj  the 
fogs  are  at  variance  with  the  fun,  and  al- 
moft  fliut  out  the  day.  The  Skaw  Ught- 
houfe 
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houfe  is  in  fight :  you  will  remember  the 
account  which  I  gave  you  of  a  ftorm  I  en- 
countered near  this  place,  Jbme  years  ago : 
I  dread  ever  lince  to  be  within  fifty  miles 
of  it.  The  Skaw  is  a  low  land  forming  the 
north  point  of  Jutland,  the  ancient  Cim- 
brica  Cherfonefu  s,  from  whence  iffucd  that 
hiveof  people  called  Angles,  who  conquered 
England,  and  gave  their  name  to  our  coun- 
try. 

Night  approaches,  and  every  fign  of  ftormy 
weather  faddens  the  heavens.  The  wind  is" 
unfavourable,  yet  we  muft  do  our  bell,  and 
pufh  on  through  the  dangerous  Categate. 

I  idly  wifli  I  could  reach  the  moon  with 
my  arm,  and  turn  her  face  full  upon  us, 
though  at  the  expence  of  the  Newtonian 
fyftem.  If  we  arrive  fafe  at  Elfineur,  I 
will  continue  my  journal. 
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LETTER  III. 


Of  the  dangerous  Navigation  of  the  Categate 
— Of  the  Hardjbips  of  a  Seafaring  Life 
—fournalofthe  Voyage  in  the  Categate-— 
A  dreadful  Storm— Arrival  at  Eljtneur, 


Elficeor,  Oft.  i7gg. 

iVe  hive,  thank  God !  arrived  at  Elfi- 
,  neur,  after  the  moil  dreadful  voyage  that 
ever  I  experienced  We  took  our  departure 
from  the  Skaw  light,  Sunday  evening,  and 
entered  the  Categate :  the  night  dark,  and 
the  wind  increafing  in  violence, 

I  remonftrated  with  the  Captain,  advi- 
fing  him  to  let  the  {hip  remain  where  flic 
was,  until  he  mould  find  a  more  favour- 
able opportunity.  "  Poh,"  faid  he, "  there 
is  no  danger ;  don't  be  afraid."  It  was  idle 
to  contend ;  fa  I  put  on  the  beft  face  I 
could. 
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could,  and  went  down  into  the  cabin  to 
confult  the  chart  of  the  Categate.  The 
Captain  and  Mate  were  no  lefs  anxious  on 
this  fubject  than  I  was ;  and  neither  of 
them  went  to  be.d. 

Our  firft  courfe  was  directed  to  the  Nid- 
dingen  lights,  upon  the  coaft  of  Sweden, 
and  our  firft  care  to  avoid  the  Treenail, 
a  dangerous  flioal  lying  in  the  way.  You 
cannot  imagine  our  terror  at  the  moment 
when  involved  in  total  dark  nefs;  we  reck- 
oned the  ihip  to  be  abreaft  of  this  dreadful 
fhoal,  which,  for  aught  we  knew,  might  be 
within  a  few  yards  of  us.  What  adds  to 
the  horror  of  fuch  fit  uations,  is,  that  other 
(hips  muft  be  nearly  in  the  fame  tract,  and 
confequently  in,  danger  of  running  foul 
of  one  another. 

The  Captain  took  the  compafies  from  . 
me,*to  meafure  different  charts :  he  went 
upon  deck  with  the  Mate,  came  down  a- 
gain,  and  re-examined  his  charts. 

The 


^.iizai^Google 


(  is   ) 

The  Captain  had  a  young  fon,  of  whom 
he  was  very  fond.  "  Oh !"  exclaimed  this 
veteran  feaman,  attempting  to  ftiflle  a  ri- 
ling figh,  "  1  wonder  how  thefe  young 
creatures  incline  to  go  to  fea !" 

*■  Well,"  fays  the  Captain,  "  you  con- 
demn me  for  taking  the  Categate  in  con- 
trary winds,  and  threatening  weather? 
But  did  not  you  fee  another  fhip  to-day 
do  the  fame  ?  And  what  would  my  Owners 
think  of  me,  were  other  vefiels  to  make 
their  paflage,  while  I,  agreeably  to  your 
advice,  might  be  lying  in  fome  harbour 
in  Norway  ?  Our  Owners  do  not  confider 
winds  and  currents;  tbey  expect  their  Ship- 
mafters  to  be  as  quick  in  their  voyages  as 
Others ;  and  whatever  thefe  do,  I  muft  do 
alfo,  or  give  up  my  bufinefs."  "  I  replied, 
that  no  doubt  itwas  the  duty  of  Shipmas- 
ters to  do  every  thing  for  the  intereft  of 
their  employers.  At  the  fame  time,  it  was 
carrying  the  idea  of  duty  too  far,  to  rifle 
wantonly  the  lives  of  themfelves  and  crews. 
In  the  prefent  inftance,  I  inufted  it  would 
have  been  acting  prudently,  to  have  re- 
mained 
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mained  at  the  entrance  of  the  Categate,  or 
to  have  gone  into  fome  port  in  Norway." 
"  And  how  would  the  voyage  have  pro- 
ceeded," interrupted  the  Captain,  "  while 
we  lay  in  Norway  ?"— "  As  well  as  it  will 
do,  if  you  run  your  fhip  afliore  upon  the 
Treenail."  "  But  then  confider  that  men's 
wages  are  running  on,  and  provisions  con- 
fumed."  "  That,"  I  obferved,  "could not 
be  attributed  to  the  fault  of  the  Shipmaf- 
ter;  and  that,  were  it  my  own  cafe,  after 
waiting  in  Norway  fome  reafonable  time, 
for  favourable  winds,  and  none  fhould  ap- 
pear in  due  feafon  for  proceeding  to  the 
Baltic,  I  fhould  certainly  fail  homewards, 
or.  aft  as  I  thought  moft  advantageous 
for  the  Owners :  by  taking  a  freight  elfe- 
where,  as  my  orders,  or  other  circumftan- 
ces  might  point  out."  The  Captain  fmiled : 
the  Mate,  discharging  the  eflenceof  his  to- 
bacco, fwore  he  would  like  to  fail  with 
me  were  I  Shipmaster." 

About  midnight  we  faw  the  Niddingen 

lights  a-head,  which  eafed  our  hearts  a 

good 
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good  deal,  as  we  knew  from  this  circum- 
ftance  that  we  had  palled  the  Treenail. 
TheNiddingen  lights  are  two  in  number, 
in  a  low  fituation,  ftanding  near  to  each 
other. 

There  are  two  lights  likewife  at  the 
Naze,   the  one  higher   than  the  other: 
abreaft  of  thefe,  veflels  have  the  appearance 
of  being  one  or  two  miles  feparated. 
■\ 

We  put  the  fhip  about,  and  made  feve- 
ral  fliort  tacks  during  the  night,  it  being 
equally  hazardous  upon  all  fides  of  us ;  but 
as  we  were  clear  of  the  Treenail,  1  laid  my- 
felf  down  in  my  hammock  to  enjoy  afhbrt 
repofe. 

The  morning  came,  and  the  wind 
abated.  We  now  approached  the  Niddin- 
gen,  light-houies,  which  had  been  our 
leading  ftars  in  the  dark,  on  the  rugged 
coalt  of  Sweden.  A  number  of  fhips  paf- 
fed  us  this  day,  coming  from  the  Baltic, 
of  different  nations.  Towards  the  even- 
C     "  ing 
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ing  the  wind  rofe,  and  directly  contrary : 
we  prepared,  by  reefing  top-falls,  for  a 
ftormy  night.  The  wind  increafed  to  a 
tempeft,  the  top-fails  were  handed,  and 
the  fhip  laid  to. 

Our  fituation  was  alarming  :  the  ftorm 
drove  the  Ihip  directly  towards  the  Tree- 
nail ;  from  which  we  were  not  yet  far  dis- 
tant. The  night  was  utter  darknefs,  and 
.  the  lights  of  the  Niddingen  were  either  in- 
tercepted by  the  haze,  or  too  far  off  to  be 
diftinguifhed.  Defpair  was  painted  in 
every  face  ;  but  as  no  effort  availed}  the 
failors,  worn-out  with  watching  the  pre- 
ceding evening,  went  to  fleep  •, — fome 
below,  fome  upon  deck.  The  ftorm  now 
raged  with  redoubled  violence  :  the  fhip 
laboured  amidft  the  fea,  tumbling  from 
fide  to  fide,  every  furge  darning  over  her, 
and  driving  her  nearer  to  the  fatal  Tree- 
nail. 

Had  I  inclined  to  fleep,  the  roaring  of 
the  waves  under  me,  and  all  around,  would 
have  terrified  it  away. 

The 
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The  morning  came,  and  with  it  hope  : 
I  never  before  beheld  with  fuch  pleafure 
the  rifing  of  the  fun !  The  ftorm  conti- 
nued without  abating  of  its  violence  un- 
til eight  o'clock ;  when,  with  the  quickT 
nefs  of  lightning,  it  changed,  and  blew 
with  equal  violence  from  an  oppofite  quar- 
ter. 

We  fpread  our  fails  to  this  favourable 
hurricane,  and  foon  made  the  land  of  the 
Koll,  at  the  entrance  of  the  Sound ;  and 
parting  this,  we  arrived  in  Ellineur-roads 
at  five  o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 
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LETTER  IV. 

Defcription  of  the  Pajfage  of  the  Sound—* 
Danijh  Duties  paid  here — Elfineur—Hel- 
finburg — Ween  IJland,  the  Refidence  of  the  . 
Danijh  Philofopber  Tycho  Brake — Copen- 
hagen—-Amack  IJland — Defctfption  of 
the  Danijh  JJlands,  their  Produce  and 
Commerce— -Caufes  of  the  unprofperous 
State  of  Denmark — Anecdote  of  Sir' Al- 
gernon Sydney — Of  the  French  Revolution 
•—RefieQiont  upon  Liberty. 

Zealand,  03. 1738. 

X  HE  narrow  fea  which  feparates  Zea- 
land, the  chief  Ifland  of  Denmark,  from 
Sweden,  and  is  commonly  known  by  the 
name  of  the  Sound,  begins  at  the  Koll 
Cape,  in  the  latter  kingdom,  and  the  north 
point  of  Zealand  over  againft  it. 

I  prefume,  the  name  Sound  is  given 
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by  mariners,  from  the  method  they  are 
obliged  to  take  in  Jailing  through  this  in- 
tricate channel,  by  founding,  or  fathom- 
ing the  depth  of  water,  to  direct  them  in 
their  courfe. 

Elfincur  is  the  grand  turnpike-gate  to 
the  Baltic.  Here  every  nation  is  tributary 
to  Denmark  :  the  only  relict  of  her  for- 
mer greatnefs,  and  dominion  over  all  the 
northern  land  and  feas  1  The  duties  paid 
at  Elfineurby  foreigners  amount  annually 
from  70,000  to,8o,oool.  fterling.  In 
1692,  only  250  Englifh  {hips  patted  the 
Sound,  while  xioo  Dutch  traded  to  the 
Baltic.  The  whole  duties  then  collected 
at  Elfineur  did  not  amount  to  more  than 
f  3,oool.  fterling.  In  the  year  1790, 8o,oool. 
was  paid  at  Elfineur,  and  upwards  of  a 
thousand  Englifh  fhips  were  employed  in 
the  trade  to  St.  Peterfburgh  only :  a 
ftriking  inftance  of  the  increafe  of  the 
Britifh  trade,  and  of  its  afcendency  over 
that  of  every  rival. 

Here  are  always  numerous  fleets  of  mer- 
chant fhips  pafling  and  repaffing,  who 
C  3  muft, 
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muft,  as  an  additional  acknowledgment  of 
the  fovereignty  of  Denmark,  lower  their  , 
top-fails,  or  hoift  their  colours  in  compli- 
ment to  the  Danifh  flag  difplayed  from 
the  fortrefs  of  Cronenburg  -,  while  the 
Swedifh  flag  from  the  ramparts  of  Helfin- 
burg,  upon  the  oppofite  fide,  remains  un- 
noticed. 

Sweden  has  a  valuable  confederation  for 
fubmitting  to  this,  and  for  paying  the 
Sound  duties,  with  other  nations  : — the 
peaceable  poffeflion  of  the  provinces  of 
Schonen,  Holland,  and  Bleking,  which 
had  long  been  the  caufe  of  bloody  wars 
betwixt  the  two  nations.  Elfineur  is  a 
fmall  town,  yet  carries  on  a  confiderable 
trade.  As  Government  lay  the  fhips  un- 
der contribution,  fo  the  merchants  lay 
the  (hips  crews,  in  the  fale  of  brandy,  tea, 
china,  and  other  wares.  The  ftreets  arc 
crowded  with  failors,  difplaying  their  ora- 
tory in  different  languages. 

The  Danes,  in  former  ages,  ufed  to 
raife  contributions  among  foreigners  in 
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a  more  heroic  manner.  Thole  tales  of 
ancient  times  appear  now  as  romance. 
The  fouls  of  their  Frothos,  their  Canutes, 
and  their  Waldemars,  are  perhaps  now 
doing  penance  in  the  bodies  of  fome  cus- 
tom-houfe  clerks,  and  fhopkeepers  •  ftill 
plundering,  though  under  the  more  fpe- 
cious  name  of  profit,  duties,  and  commif- 
fion. 

You  cannot  imagine  a  more  noble  proC- 
pe£t,  than  is  prefented  to  the  eye,  while 
you  fail  through  the  ftrait  leparating  Den- 
mark from  Sweden.  The  Koll  forming 
the  fouth-weft  corner  of  the  latter  king- 
dom, heaves  its  majeftic  fides  to  a  great 
height,  and  furnifhes  a  lite  for  one  of  the 
lights  for  the  direction  of  mariners. 

As  we  come  round  this  mountain,  the 
caftle  of  Cronenburg,  and  town  and  roads 
of  Elfineur,  attract  our  notice,  and  the 
delightful  more  of  Zealand,  variegated 
with  parks,  woods,  and  farm-houfes,  the 
lands  gently  fwelling  into  hills,  or  fpread- 

c  + 
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Ing  out  into  plains.  The  coaft  of  Sweden 
to  the  left,  though  not  mountainous,  does 
not  give  that  idea  of  fertility,  which  in- 
ftantly  fp rings  up  in  the  mind  on  the 
fight  of  Denmark.  In  Sweden  the  foil  in 
many  parts  seems  bleak  and  fandy . 

We  viewed  the  town  of  Helfinburg,  an 
irregular  collection  of  red  houfes,  upon 
the  fea  more,  fronting  Elfineur,  and  fepa- 
rated  by  the  channel,  not  exceeding  two 
Engliih  miles  in  breadth, 

Paifing  the  caftle  of  Cronenburg,  a  fine 
gothic  building,  fituated  clofe  by  the  wa- 
ter, we  enjoyed  a  profpect,  of  the  Ifiand  of 
Ween,  diftinguifhed  by  the  ruins  of  Urani- 
bou'-gj  the  city  of  Heaven,  an  obfervatory 
built  by  the  celebrated  Danifli  aftronomer, 
orTychoBrahe.  It  is  a  flat  fpot,  and  fituated 
nearly  in  the  middle  of  the  ftrait.  I  took  a 
drawing  of  this  obfervatory,  which  is  placed 
upon  the  fouth  point  of  this  iflet.  No 
fragments  remain  of  the  city  of  the  Stars, 
formerly  fituated  in  the  center  of  this 
ifiand. 
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iHand.  It  has  fallen,  together  with  Ty- 
cho's  fyftem  of  the  planets.  However,  for 
the  honour  of  this  philofopher,  a  part 
remains,  both  of  his  fyftem  and  of  his 
city. 

As  we  fail  towards  the  eaft  from  Elfi- 
neur,  the  ipires  of  Copenhagen  gradually 
rife  before  us  to  the  right $  and  upon  the 
left  the  fea  opens,  the  coaft  of  Sweden  run- 
ning more  and  more  northwards. 

The  iite  of  Copenhagen  is  fo  low,  that 
it  feems,  even  at  a  fmall  diftance,  to  be 
built  in  the  water  :  yet  the  appearance  is 
truly  noble. 

This  capital  of  Denmark  is  formed  by 
Nature  to  be  the  miftrefs  of  the  Baltic. 

The  Danifli  iflands  are  placed  like  cen- 
tinels  at  the  entrance,  and  notwithftand- 
ing  the  paffage  of  the  Belt  is  fefer  than 
this  by  the  metropolis,  the  Danes  have 
wifely  contrived  that  foreigners  (hall  view 
the 
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the  relics  of  their  former  power.  A  fri- 
gate is  ftationed  in  the  Belt,  to  prevent 
merchant  ihips  from  taking  that  courfe, 
and  to  oblige  them  to  fail  by  the  Sound. 

The  Danilh  Monarch,  from  his  palace 
windows,  fees  the  fleets  of  Britain  and  of 
Holland  in  review  before  hi  in, and  fubferib- 
ing  to  his  revenues  :  if  he  fees  at  the  fame 
time  his  rival  Sweden,  and  provinces,  as 
has  been  remarked  by  a  certain  writer,  tak- 
en from  his  anceftors,  this  circum  fiance 
fhould  give  him  more  pleafure  than  pain : 
thele  provinces  are  the  natural  property 
of  Sweden,  bounded  and  feparated  from 
Denmark  by  the  ocean.  They  were  the 
occafion,  while  claimed  by  the  latter,  of 
much  blood-fhed,  as  well  as  bitter  invete- 
racy between  the  two  nations. 

Buoys  are  fixed  to  direct  veflels  in  the 
very  narrow  channel  oppofite  to  Copenha- 
gen :  for  though  the  fea  be  broad  here,  it 
is  (hallow  in  many  parts,  and  altogether 
unnavigable,  except  in  the  moft  favoura- 
ble 
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ble  winds  and  weather.  You  view  wrecks 
upon  every  fide.  This  difficult  ftrait  is 
called  by  mariners  the  Grounds. 

The  Ifland  of  Amack,  upon  which 
ftands  a  part  of  Copenhagen,  and  which 
is  not  diftinguifhable  from  Zealand, 
bounds  this  narrow  channel  to  the  fouth ; 
and  the  fmall  town  of  Dracor,  in  Amack, 
fuppHes  pilots  to  thofe  mips  who  make  a 
iignal  for  them.  When  we  have  palled 
Dracor,  we  are  clear  of  the  dangers  of  the 
Sound ;  but  other  dangers  appear  in  the 
furrounding  Damfli  iflets  to  the  right,  and 
the  Swediih  reefs  of  Falfterfburn  to  the 
left,  where,  however,  a  light-houfe  di- 
rects the  wandering  failor. 

I  have,  in  a  former  voyage,  vifited  moft 
of  the  Danifh  iflands.  Zealand  is  the 
largeft,  and  has  the  honour  to  contain  both 
the  ancient  capital  of  Rofchild  and  that 
of  Copenhagen.  Funen,  the  next  in  magni- 
tude, lies  to  the  fouth  weft  of  Zealand, 
and  near  to  the  peninfula  of  Jutland.  Be- 
tween 
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tween  Zealand  and  Funenls  that  arm  of 
the  Baltic  called  the  Great  Belt.  The 
other  iflands  are,  Falfter,  Langeland,  Sam- 
foe,  Mona,  Femeren,  and  a  number  of 

lefler  ones. 

The  fertility  of  thefe  iflands,  if  we  con- 
fider  the  poor  ftate  of  agriculture  and 
the  climate,  is  wonderful  :  their  crops  are 
principally  rye  and  oats ;  and  their  pas- 
tures maintain  numerous  herds  of  all 
kinds  of  cattle.  As  Copenhagen  is  the 
only  harbour  where  large  veflels  can  en- 
ter, the  trade  of  them  all  centers  therej 
and  every  day,  during  Summer,  the  final! 
Danifh  fhallops  are  bringing  in  the  pro- 
duce of  the  iflands  to  this  market ;  from 
whence  they  are  again  exported  to  the 
various  parts  of  the  Danifh  dominions ; 
one  ifland  or  province,  at  this  great  mart, 
bartering  for  the  commodities  of  the  other. 
The  filh,  the  oil,  the  tar,  the  iron,  the 
furs  of  .Norway  and  Iceland,  are  exchanged 
for  the  corn  and  beef  of  Zealand,  Funen, 
the  other  iflands,  and  Jutland. 

Denmark 
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Denmark  Proper*  confifting  of  thofe 
iflands,  and  this  peninfula,  cannot  fpare 
much  to  foreign  markets,  except  cattle  j 
but  Norway  has  abundance  of  commodi- 
ties left,  after  bartering  with  the  parent 
{rate,  and  carries  on  a  vaft  trade  with  all 
Europe.  Indeed  Norway  is  the  brighteft 
jewel  in  the  Daniih  crown :  her  woods, 
her  mines,  her  fiftieries  are  inexhauitible, 
and  her  natives  brave  and  hardy. 

The  productions  of  Norway,  too,  are  beft 
calculated  for  the  welfare  of  a  commer- 
cial kingdom  ;  they  are  bulky ;  require 
many  fhips  to  export  them,  and  prove  a 
grand  nurfery  for  feamen.  The  fleet  of 
Denmark  is  built  with  her  timber,  and 
manned  with  Norwegian  feamen ;  and  if 
the  Daniih  army  were  fupported  from 
fources  equally  natural,  ihe  would  no 
longer  be  the  jell  of  the  world. 

There  is  no  foreign  enemy  that  (he  has 
to  dread  :  but  if  her  army  is  to  protect 
her  from  enemies  at  home,  her  fituation 
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is  to  be  pitied.  While  Denmark  and  Swe- 
den were  contending  for  empire,  nume- 
rous armies  were  neceflary  to  the  attain- 
ment of  their  refpective  objects  j  but 
tneir  {landing  armies  might  have  ceafed 
at  the  figning  of  the  treaty  of  Stockholm, 
when  both  parties,  after  defolating  both 
kingdoms,  were  at  laft  fully  fatisfied  that 
all  farther  contention  ferved  not  any  good 
purpoie.  Yet  Sweden  and  Denmark  ftill 
maintain  armies  to  (hew  what  they  are 
ftill  willing  to  do,  without  daring  to  do 
any  thing.  This  is  being  at  much  pains 
and  expence  to  mortify  themfelves.  Na- 
tions where  trade  increafes,  can  afford  an 
increafe  of  taxes  :  unluckily  for  Denmark, 
her  taxes  have  increafed  without  any  in- 
creafe of  trade. 

A  few  India  goods  excepted,  flie  has 
added  nothing  to  her  exports  or  imports 
thefe  two  hundred  years.  Her  Monarchs 
have  confequently  been  reduced  to  the 
mod  miferable  expedients  for  fupporting 
their  army  j  forcing  their  fubjects  to  take 
copper 


3,g,1,zed  by  GoOgIC 


(    3i    ) 

copper  inftead  of  filver  coins,  &c.  Op- 
preffion  forced  complaints,  and  Govern- 
ment had  fits  of  oeconomy  and  various 
fchemes  of  improvement  and  reformation. 
The  moil  fimple  and  eafy  remedy,  is,  to 
reduce  the  army.  Revolutions  are  kindling 
over  Europe,  and  the  King  of  Denmark 
will  have  other  Kings  to  keep  him  in 
countenance,  in  any  change  that  may  take 
place  in  favour  of  the  liberties  of  his  peo- 

Pfc. 

The  Danes  made  a  compliment  of  their 
freedom  to  his  anccftor  Frederic  III.  The 
prefent  Sovereign  would  act  with  equal 
magnanimity  and  prudence,  if  he  (hould 
give  back  the  compliment  with  a  good 
grace,  before  the  period  arrive  when  he 
mud  do  it  with  a  bad  one.  The  world  at 
laft  turns  wife,  and  will  no  longer  fubmit 
to  be  ruled  by  one,  nor  by  one  thoufand 
tyrants,  which  was  frequently  the  only 
choice  left  to  a  nation.  The  prefent  times 
call  to  mind  an  anecdote  of  Sir  Algernon 
Sydney 
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Sydney  when  Ambaffador  at  the  Court  of 
Denmark.  * 

In. the  King's  library  was  a  manufcript 
in  which  all  perfons  were  allowed  to  write 
any  fhort  motto,  or  diftich  -t  Sir  Alger- 
non wrote  down  the  following : 

Menus  btec  inimica  Tyrannis, 

Enfe  petit  placidam  fub  libertate  quietem. 

The  French  Ambaffador,  Monf.  Terlon, 
underftanding,  though  he  did  not  read 
Latin  himfelf,  that  thele  verfes  contained 
fome  reflection*  upon  the  French  Govern- 
ment, and  alluded  to  French  influence  in 
Denmark,  tore  them  out.  The  French 
are  now  going  to  adopt  this  motto,  not- 
withftanding  the  difgrace  put  upon  it  by 
the  learned  Monf.  Terlon. 

It  is,  unfortunately,  to  be  apprehended, 

from  fo  lively  and  fickle  a  people  as  the 

French, 

•  MOLBSWORTH. 
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French,  that  they  will  not  be  fatisfied  with 
that  rational  degree  of  freedom  whichis  con- 
fident with  good  government :  that  they 
Will  dreamof  golden  ages  before  the  clouds 
of  the  iron  one  are  removed  from  their  ho- 
rizon j  and  requeft,  in  childim  fits  of  li- 
berty, for  the  very  crown  of  their  Monarch 
to  play  with* 

As  this  nation  has  long  given  us  the 
patterns  for  our  cloaths,  they  will  no 
doubt  now  attempt  to  give  us  patterns  of 
freedom. 

Alas !  the  conferences  of  fuch  attempts 
will  ftir  up  an  additional  number  of  ene- 
mies to  thofe  who  will  naturally  oppofe 
them  even  in  their  juft  claims  to  the  li- 
berties of  men.  Their  foolifh  effort 
to  go  beyond  the  bounds  of  rational  li- 
berty, may  give  juft  caufe  to  the  Sovereigns 
of  Europe,  to  endeavour  to  prevent  the 
contagious  example  from  fpreading  among 
their  fubjefts  ;  and  in  the  ftruggle,  the 
French  may  lbfe  a  part  of  their  newly  re- 
D  deemed 
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deemed  inheritance.  If  the  French  {hould 
abufe  what  it  is  now  in  their  power  to  ob- 
tain, a  free  and  equitable  government  and 
laws,  it  may  retard  rather  than  forward 
the  caufe  of  freedom  throughout  Europe. 
The  bloody  ftruggle  both  of  civil  and  fo- 
reign war  may  deter, other  nations  from 
endeavouring  to  fhake  off  the  chains  of 
delpotifm,  when  they  fee  thefe  fucceeded 
by  anarchy  and  devastation.  Upon  the 
other  hand,  if  the  foreign  troops  employed 
againft  France  refufe  to  fight  againft 
what  will  be  termed  the  caufe  of  freedom, 
(aninfeftious  word!)  the  peace  of  Europe 
is  at  an  end  for  centuries. 

Frenchmen  lately  beheld  with  envy  the 
fituation  of  Britons,  and  dared  not  to  hope 
ever  to  reach  to  an  equal  rank  with  them 
among  mankind.  Britons  faw  and  ap- 
plauded their  noble  attempt  to  break  their 
bonds ;  and  Frenchmen  may  truft,  that  the 
moment  in  which  Britons  ceafe  to  applaud 
their  conduct,  their  Struggles  will  obtain 
every  thing  but  freedom. 

The 
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The  Britifh  conftitution  fhould  be  their 
model  in  forming  a  neW  government.  The 
Britifh  conftitution  has  many  faults,  but 
thehappinefs,  the  profperity,  the  greatnefs 
of  our  nation  proves  our  government  the 
belt  in  exiftence  1 

Frenchmen,  as  yet  inexperienced  in 
what  liberty  confifts,  fhould  not  venture  to 
model  a  conftitution  for  themfelves.  The 
more  exalted  their  ideas  of  liberty,  the 
wider  they  will  lead  them  aftray,  in  endea- 
vouring to  reduce  thofe  ideas  to  praftice. 
Painters  never  draw  the  human  figure  fo 
well  as  when  the  living  fubftance  is  ac- 
tually before  their  eyes.  The  Britifh  con- 
ftitution is  the  beft  living  figure  of  liberty 
now  in  the  world.  "When  the  French  have 
finished  their  drawing  of  another  image 
agreeably  to  their  own  ideas,  let  them 
compare  the  two  together !  Thofe  attri- 
butes of  freedom,  happinefs,  profperity, 
power,  muft  be  the  ftandard  to  judge  by ! 
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LETTER  V. 

Mr.  Wraxats  Account  of  Denmark  unjufi-+» 
Of  Norway ,  Us  great  Value  to  Denmark-* 
Pontoppidan  and  Wraxal  contrqfted-~New 
Defcription  of  Norway— -The  ancient  In* 
babitant$~-~Of  the  Laplanders,  their  Cuf- 
toms  and  Manners — Productions  of  Lap- 
land—Climate  of  Norway— —Has  two 
Summers  and  two  Winters  in  the  Tear— 
Character  of  the  Norwegians— Cujloms 
and  Manners— Fijberies — Commerce— *~ 
Trades  and  Manufactures — Hints  for  the 
Welfare  of  Norway. 


Zealand,  Oil.  17SS. 


"  DENMARK,  can  boaft,"  fays  Mr. 
Wraxal,  "  of  a  vaft  extent  of  dominion; 
"  but  of  what  importance  are  the  barren 
"  and  almoft  uninhabited  mountains  of 
"  Norway 
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"  Norway  and  Lapland  ftretching  to  the 
"  pole,  or  the  plains  of  Iceland,  where  the 
"  inhabitants  are  yet,  and  will  probably 
"  ever  remain  in  the  moft  profound  bar- 
"  barifm  ?"  Mr.  Wraxal  might  as  well 
have  added,  of  what  importance  is  the 
whole  kingdom  of  Denmark,  feeing  that 
Norway  is  by  far  the  moft  valuable  part  ? 
Writers  mould  be  cautious  of  degrading 
countries,  and  their  inhabitants,  which 
they  have  never  feen.  This  gentleman  has 
not  even  paid  any  regard  to  the  beft  ac- 
counts of  Norway  and  Iceland. . 

It  is  not  every  thing  that  is  related  of 
Lapland  that  can  with  juftice  be  applied 
to  thofe  countries.  A  considerable  part 
of  Norway  is  as  diftant  from  the  pole  as 
Great  Britain  ;  and,  making  allowance 
for  its  continental  fituation,  enjoys  a  cli- 
mate nearly  as  mild.  It  is  true,  the  foil 
is  not  the  moft  fertile  $  but  the  name  of 
barren  is  not  fuited  to  a  country  produ- 
cing fuch  fine  timber,  and  in  fuch  quan- 
tities. 

D3  Mr. 
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Mr.  Wraxhal,  determined  to  abufe  Den- 
mark at  a  time  when  there  was  a  mifun  - 
derftanding  between  the  Daniih  Court 
and  that  of  London,  lias  rejedted  every 
authority  in  favour  of  the  Danifh  domi- 
nions, both  in  profe  and  verfe : 

'■'■'■"  ihc  tailed  pine 
Hewn  on  Norwegian  hills  to  be  the  malt 
Of  forae  great  Admiral     ■  Milton. 

TheNorwegian  women  arecelebrated  for 
their  fecundity  ;  and  every  inhabitable 
part  of  Norway  fwarms  with  people  :  vaft 
regions  are  covered  with  woods,  we  need 
not  fay  with  rocks,  became  the  very  rocks 
are  covered  with  pine  trees ;  it  is  com- 
mon to  fee  trees  growing,  and  twifting 
their  roots  for  their  fupport  and  nourifti- 
ment  around,  and  into  every  crevice  of  the 
ftone,  where  there  is  no  foil  vilible.  Every 
precipice  in  Norway  is  overhung  with 
thefe  nodding  plumes. 

Nature  has  done  much  for  Norway  : 

but  the  worthy  Biftiop  of  Bergen  has  done 

more  ; 
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more  :  he  has  reprefented  Mr,  WraxaTs 
defert  as  a  perfeft  paradife,  and  Tield  up  ' 
every   weed  and  fhell  produced  in  this 
country  to  the  admiration  of  poftcrity. 

It  is  aftoniihing,  with  what  expedition 
a  heaven  or  a  hell  can  be  created,  if  once 
a  writer  ferioufly  puts  his  hand  to  work  I 

The  Eifliop  very  gravely  celebrates  the 
Norwegians  for  their  politenefs : "  A  Nor- 
"  wegxan  Burgher,"  fays  he,  "  is  as  po- 
"  lite  as  a  Danifh  Nobleman  !" 

Might  not  a  compliment  be  paid  to  the 
one,  without  offending  the  other  ? 

I  am  inclined  to  call  in  queftion  the  po- 
litenefs even  of  a  Norwegian  Bifhop,  from 
this  fpecimen  of  the  Suffragan  of  Bergen. 

Norway,  or  Norwey,  has  its  name  from 

its  fituation,  ;.  e.  the  northern  way  ;  the 

way  to  the  north.     It  is  divided  into  five 

provinces  :  firft,  Wardhus,  or  Norwegian 

D  4  Lapland. 
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Lapland.  Of  this  province  it  is  fuffirient 
to  obferve,  that  it  lies  within  the  Artie  Cir- 
cle. The  natives  are  a  diftincr.  race  from 
the  inhabitants  of  the  other  provinces: 
they  are  an  ignorant,  but  a  harmlefs  peo- 
ple. 

They  were  probably  the  firft  inhabi- 
tants of  Sweden  and  Norway  ;  the  firft 
adventurers  from  Scythia,  and  driven  from 
the  fourhern  parts  into  thofe  dreary  de- 
ferts,  by  new  invaders,  long  before  their 
irruptions  into  Britain.  Hiftorians  agree 
that  thofe  fwarms  firft  choaked  up  every 
corner  of  the  north,  and  that  it  was  in 
fearch  of  more  room,  and  of  bread,  rather 
than  of  fame  and  conqueft,  that  they 
marched  to  the  fouth. 

The  poor  Laplanders  then  dwelling  in 
Sweden  and  Norway,  were  no  doubt  firft 
di  unhealed:  they  have  ftill  traditions  among 
them,  of  battles  with  thofe  invaders  ;  and 
from  their  manners  and  cuftoms  at  this  day, 
we  can  trace  their  Scythian  origin.  The 
Goths, 
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Goths,  I  mould  fuppofe,  did  not  make 
choice  of  the  northern  mountains  for  a 
dwelling  place,  until  they  had  attempted 
the  richer  foil,  and  finer  climate  of  France 
and  Italy.  They  were  driven  back  by  Ma- 
rius  into  Germany ;  from  whence,  as 
it  was  unable  to  fupport  increasing  (warms 
of  yearly  emigrants,  they  would  be  obliged 
to  pais  over  into  Scandinavia. 

How  the  Laplanders  came  intoSwedcn, 
and  at  what  period,  bids  defiance  almoft 
even  to  conjecture.  I  cannot  think  they 
entered  Sweden  and  Norway  by  the  way 
of  Germany.  This  fine  country  would 
have  detained  them.  It  is  more  probable 
that  their  unlucky  ftars  led  them  by  the 
head  of  the  Bothnian  Gulph.  Thole  dif- 
mal  regions  upon  the  frozen  ocean,  from 
Wardhus  to  the  northern  cape  of  Kam- 
fcatka,  are  ftill  inhabited  by  a  race  of  men 
iimilar  to  the  Laplanders,  and  who,  no 
doubt,  had  taken  the  fame  ill-fated  jour- 
ney from  Tartary. 

The 
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The  natives  of  Wardhus  maintain 
themfelves  chiefly  by  riming  in  Summer; 
and  they  lay  up  a  ftock  of  fifh  too  for  the 
long  Winter.  They  have,  befides,  great 
herds  of  rhein  deer,  which  are  to  them  in- 
ftead  of  horfes  and  cows  :  they  live  upon 
their  milk,  feldom  kill  them,  and  when  they 
have  flefti  meat,  it  is  of  the  bear  and  other 
animals,  which  they  procure  by  hunting. 
Their  habitations  are  tents  in  Summer, 
erected  near  the  mod  favourable  fpots  for 
hunting,  fifhing,  and  grazing. 

In  Winter,  they  bury  themfelves  in  co- 
nical huts,  covered  with  earth,  to  keep  out 
the  fevere  cold.  The  furs  of  the  bear  and 
wolf  furnifli  them  with  cloathing.  Un-  . 
acquainted  with  luxury,  and  unaccuf- 
tomed  to  hardships,  they  have  few  wants. 

The  Norwegians  and  Danes  have  at  laft 
prevailed  upon  them  to  believe  that  they 
are  in  want  of  fome  things,  and  they  ex- 
change their  furs  for  brandy,  meal,  and 
other  articles.  As  their  country  produces 
fo 
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fo  few  commodities  for  trade,  they  inge- 
nioufiy  contrived  fome  others.  They  were 
formerly  famous  for  dealing  in  winds, 
thunder,  and  lightning,  wholefale  and  re- 
tail; and////,  now  and  then,  pick  up  a 
foolifli  mariner  to  purchafe  a  talifman,  and 
magical  notes. 

The  Crown  of  Denmark  receives  little 
benefit  from  this  clafs  of  its  fubje&s :  a 
few  ikins  and  fifli  are  all  they  have  to  fpare. 
The  Danifh  Government,  neverthelefs, 
takes .  fbme  pains  in  civilizing  the  Lap- 
landers ;  and  the  Miflionaries  have  con- 
verted many  of  them  to  Chriftiamty. — 
Driven,  at  an  early  period,  from  the  fowth- 
ern  provinces  of  Sweden  and  Norway, 
they  were  not  inftru&ed  in  the  doctrines 
of  Chriftianity,  on  their  introduction  in- 
to thofe  kingdoms :  but .  they  efcaped  the 
deluge  of  blood  with  which  Chriftians  af- 
terwards covered  one  another,  for  ages.— 
Drontheim  is  the  next  province  to  Ward- 
husi  and  here  begins  what  is  commonly 
called  Norway,  as  diftinguifhed  from  Nor- 
wegian 
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wcgian  Lapland.  The  next  is  Bergen  $  and 
the  other  two,  bordering  upon  the  arm  of 

the  fea  leading  to  the  Categate,  are  Ager- 
hus  and  Bahus. 

Norway  has  two  Summers  and  two  Win- 
ters. Towards  the  fea  coafts,  and  efpe- 
cially  in  the  fouthern  parts,  the  climate  is 
mild ;  neither  too  hot  in  Summer,  nor  too 
cold  in  Winter.  The  neighbourhood  of 
the  ocean,  eafily  accounts  for  this  happy 
temperature.  Inland,  the  Summer  is  as 
hot  as  the  Winter  is  cold.  The  high  moun- 
tains obftruft  the  oblique  rays  of  the  Win- 
ter fun  from  warming  the  deep  vallies 
between  them,  and  retain  long,  upon  their 
tops,  ice  and  fnow. 

As  the  mountains  occalion  an  increafe 
of  cold  in  Winter,  fo  they  are  the  caufe  of 
increafed  heat  in  Summer. 

The  fun,  more  vertical,  darts  his  rays 
into  the  vallies,  and  upon  the  mountains 
ftdes,  which,  clofely  furrounding  the  val- 
lies, 
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Iks,  collect  thefe  rays  as  in.  a  focus.  The 
farther  to  the  north,  the  effect  is  the 
ftronger,  as  the  caufe  is  increafed  by  the 
greater  altitude  of  the  fun,  and  his  longer 
continuance  above  the  horizon.  In  Lap- 
land, the  fun,  for  fome  time  in  Summer, 
is  feen  revolving  round  the  earth,  without 
letting ;  and  when  he  lets,  it  is  for  fo  fliort 
a  fpace,  that  the  vallies  have  not  had  time 
to  cool,  when  his  fierce  rays  again  heat 
them, 

But  this  orb,  as  if  it  had  exhausted  its 
ftrength  and  heat,  never  rifes  to  enlighten 
thefe  dreary  lands  in  Winter.  A  feeble 
twilight,  a  darknefs  vifible  accompanies 
his  approach  to  the  horizon :  but  his  glow- 
ing edge  is  never  feen,  nor  is  there  a  cloud 
gilded  with  his  beams  t 

Lapland  has  only  one  day,  and  one  night, 
in  the  year :  her  day,  of  two  months  con- 
tinuance ;  her  gloomy  night,  of  ten  I 

The  moon,  however,  chears  the  Lap- 
lander, and  the  reflection  of  her  rays  upon 
the 
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the  fnow  and  ice,  which  fp  reads,  every 
where,  gives  fufficient  light  for  their  Win- 
ter's work  and  travelling. 

Indeed  they  could  not  travel  at  any  other 
feafon.  The  fnow  fmooths  the  rugged 
way,  and  enables  the  rhein  deer  to  draw 
the  fledges  with  amazing  rapidity.  How 
admirable  is  the  providence  of  Nature  ! — ■ 
Were  the  fun  to  fliine  upon  Lapland  dur- 
ing Winter,  and  at  the  fame  time  fiiould 
the  fnow  Continue  upon  the  ground,  it 
would  deprive  the  inhabitants  of  fight. — 
Even  the  reflection  of  the  moon's  rays 
from  the  fnow  occafions  blindnefs  in  ma- 
ny of  the  natives.  The  laws  of  Nature 
have  rendered  the  continuance  of  the  fun 
and  of  fnow,  for  any  length  of  time,  above 
the  horizon,  incompatible. 

The  Norwegians  are  a  fine  race  of  men, 
of  a  free  and  generous  fpirit,  and  watch 
over  their  liberties  with  unremitted  vigi- 
lance. Many  ages  have  elapfed  fince  they 
have  fettled  quietly  at  home,  and  ceafed  to 
diflurb 
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difturb  the  liberties  of  others.  The  Nor- 
wegians are  all  huibandmen,  fifhcrmen,  or 
mariners.  There  are  few  other  diftinct 
profeffions  among  them :  every  one,  as  is 
commonly  the  cafe  in  northern  countries 
in  general,  is-  his  own  taylor,  carpenter, 
fhoemaker,  fmith,  &c.  They  mow  much 
ingenuity  in  every  thing  they  undertake; 
and  fome  of  the  greateft  curiofities  in  the 
Royal  Mufeum  at  Copenhagen  are  the 
handy-works  of  Norwegian  peafants. 

The  fiflieries  upon  the  coafts  of  Norway, 
and  merchant  mips,  employ  one-half  of 
the  natives ;  the  other  half  are  employed 
in  agriculture,  the  iron  and  copper  mines, 
cutting,  tranfporting,  and  fawing  of  tim- 
ber, and  fhip-building.  The  fea  coafts 
are  to  formed,  as  to  fave  the  trouble  and 
expence  of  many  nets  in  their  fiflieries : 
the  whole  is  a  kind  of  net-work  of  rocks, 
and  thouiands  of  fmall  inlets  of  the  fea, 
always  filled  in  the  feafon  with  fhoals  of 
fifh.  The  Norwegians  have  only  to  caft 
a  net  at  the  entrance  of  the  inlet,  in  order 
to 
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to  prevent  the  fifli  from  going  away,  and 
another  to  drag  them  to  the  fhore.  Several 
kinds  are  falted;  others  are  cured  by  the 
Ample  procefs  of  ipreading  them  upon  the 
rocks. 

After  laying  in  their  yearly  quantity  for 
home  confumption,  and  for  the  merchant 
veflels,  the  Norwegians  export  vaft  quan- 
tities to  every  corner  of  Europe;  There 
'  are  numbers  of  rivers  in  Norway ;  but  an 
inconveniency  occurs,  naturally  to  be  ex- 
pected in  fuch  a  mountainous  country  : 
their  navigation,  even  for  fmall  boats,  is 
interrupted  by  water-walls.  The  timber 
cut  in  the  inland  forefts  is  fadly  broken, 
before  it  arrives  at  the  fea-ports,  being 
hurled  down  every  cataract  in  its  way,  and 
with  fuch  force,  as  to  be  dafhed  againft 
the  rocky  bottom  of  the  river  beneath. 
For  this  there  is  no  remedy,  as  the  car- 
riage by  land  would  be  impracticable,  and 
at  any  rate,  attended  with  an  expence  dou- 
ble the  value  of  the  balks.  The  property 
of  many  different  merchants  is  floated 
down 
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down  at  the  lame  time,  and  each  is  ena- 
bled to  know  his  own  at  its  arrival,  by 
his  diftinguifhing  mark,  put  upon  the 
trees  at  the  time  of  their  being  cut  down 
in  the  woods. 

Great  Britain  is  the  principal  market 
for  their  timber.  The  vaft  quantity  ex- 
ported, and  the  difficulty  of  bringing  the 
balks  from  the  new  forefts,  at  great  dif- 
tances,  which  mull  be  reforted  to,  when 
thofe  nearer  are  thinned  or  cut  down,  has 
raifed  the  prices  considerably,  within  theie 
tew  years ;  and  the  practice  of  cutting  the 
young  trees,  for  foreign  markets,  will  add 
to  the  fcarcity  and  price.  The  Danifh 
Government  ought  to  make  a  ferious  in- 
quiry into  thefe  matters,  for  if  the  price 
jncreafes  in  proportion  to  what  it  has  done 
of  late,  the  Bririfh  importer  will  .find  out 
other  markets  where  to  fupply  himfelf  at 
cheaper  rates. 

The  Norwegians  begin  to  copy  the 

Englifh  in  the  modelling  of  their  fliips, 

E  and 
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and  build  very  fine  ones  for  fale,  as  well 
as  for  their  own  ufe.  The  clumfy  gallics 
of  the  Hanfe-towns,  the  firft  European 
commercial  ftates,  are  no  longer  the  mo- 
dels for  the  mips  of  other  nations;  though 
feveral  of  the  cities  who  were  in  this  fa- 
mous compact,  ftill  perfifl  in  the  old  fa-, 
jhion  of  their  arks,  which  firft  floated  up- 
on ourfeas,  in  order  to  preferve,  no  doubt, 
fome  remembrance  of  their  former  fplen- 
dour. 

The  Norwegians  are  aftive  and  ho- 
nourable in  their  dealings,  and  exceedingly 
keen  in  profecuting  fchemes  of  trade. 

They  are  celebrated  for  their  longevity, 
and  of  a  hardy  ftrpng  conftitution,  both  of 
body  and  mind.  They  do  not  bury  them- 
felves  in  furs,  as  moft  of  the  northern 
people  do ;  they  pique  themfelves  on  keep- 
ing cold  at  defiance,  and,  to  fhew  their 
hardinefs,  they  will  even  put  fnow  into 
their  bofoms.  A  warm  drefs  is  confidered 
as  effeminate:  and  this  idea  feems  to  be 
received 
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received  too  amongfl  Britons,  At  this  day, 
there  are  greater  numbers  that  die  in  Britain 
of  cold,  than  of  all  other  difeafes,  not  ori- 
ginating in  colds,  put  together :  and  this 
evil  entirely  arifes  from  a  foolifh  pride  of 
Itrutting  about  in  thofe  thin  flices  of  mo- 
dern manufacture.  The  golden  fleeces  of 
our  (heep,  given  us  by  kind  Nature,  to 
guard  us  againft  the  peculiar  inconftancy 
of  our  climate,  is  fretted  away  into  fpi- 
der's  webs.  For  my  part,  I  am  at  no  lofs 
to  decide  which  appears  moft  effeminate, 
to  wear  a  comfortable  great-coat,  or  to 
fhiver  to  death  under  a  gauze  tippet..  The 
Norwegians  do  not  carry  the  jeft  fo  far — 
it  is  only  with  their  bofoms  they  ufe  free- 
dom, in  the  pride  of  their  heart.  They 
wear  cloaths  of  coarfe  warm  fluffs. 

The  Norwegians  are  exceedingly  fond 
of  dancing :  they  are  continually  trotting 
to  the  found  of  a  violin.  In  Winter  there 
is  a  ball  in  every  third  houfc  in  every  town 
in  Norway,  each  evening:  and  even  in 
Summer,  when  their  daily  labours  are  over, 
they  affemble  in  parties,  to  dance  and  drink. 
£  2  I  have 
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I  have  feen  the  Norwegian  failors  dan- 
cing upon  their  (hip's  deck  at  fea,  in  calm 
weather;  and  one  never  meets  with  their 
veffels  at  fea  without  hearing  a  concert,  if 
the  weather  is  moderate.  Their  mafic  is 
without  melody,  and  their  playing  with- 
out art ;  but  they  are  determined  to  be 
pleafed. 

Of  a  lively  difpofitioh,  they  are  quick 
and  violent  in  their  paffions,  efpecially 
when  intoxicated.  In  former  times,  it  was 
common  for  the  guefts  at  an  entertain- 
ment to  have  knives  in  their  belts,  ready 
to  determine  upon  the  fpot,  any  quarrel 
that  might  arife  in  the  courfe  of  the  fealt. 
The  laws  have  now  curbed  this  cuftom  of 
Monarchs  j  and  the  Norwegian  fells  his 
knife,  and  all  his  moveables  and  immovea- 
bles, to  enable  him  to  ruin  himfelf  by  law- 
fuits  with  every  perfon  who  vexes  him ; 
nay,  when  he  is  ruined,  he  is  certain  of  a 
fubfcription  from  his  neighbours,  to  help 
him  to  renew  his  attacks. ' 
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LETTER  VI. 

Of  the  Hilary  of  Norway— HiJIory  of  the 
Icelandic  Republic,  from  its  Origin  to  its 
Conclusion— Cujloms  and  Manners  of  the 

Icelanders Ancient  Expeditions— -The 

Republic  of  Iceland,  the  Afylum  of  Phi- 
fofopby  and  Philofophers,  when  all  Europe 
was  funk  in  Gothic  Darknefs — The  Cau/e 
of  its  Decline. 


NORWAY,  as  moft  other  kingdoms, 
has  had  her  tyrants.  It  was  at  a  time  when 
the  iron  hand  of  deipotifm  bore  down 
juftice  and  freedom,  that  a  chofen  band 
of  god-like  fpirits  chofe  to  retire  to  the 
frozen  plains  of  Iceland,  rather  than  be- 
hold their  country  overwhelmed  in  a  tide  of 
violence  and  oppreflion,  which  they  could 
not  ftem.  They  carried  along  with  them 
their  virtues,  and  their  love  of  liberty. 
E  3  The 
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They  received  under  their  protection  the 
opprcfled  from  every  quarter  j  and  when 
that  Gothic  eclipfe  involved  Rome,  and 
with  it,  all  the  world  in  darknefs,  Ice- 
land was  the  only  fpot,  if  we  except  the 
Hebrides,  with  fome  of  the  remoter  dis- 
tricts in  Ireland  and  Scotland,  both  anci- 
ently known  under  the  name  of  Scotia,  il- 
luminated with  civilization,  with  arts  and 
Iciences. 

To  Iceland,  as  to  a  fortrefs  of  heaven, 
the  peaceful  philofopher  retreated,  bring- 
ing with  him  the  wrecks  of  learning  faved 
from  the  wide  ruin.  This  is  the  facred 
fpot !  this  is  the  people  degraded  by  an 
Englifh  traveller !  , 

From  the  ufe  frequently  made  of  the 
term  barbarifm,  I  am  at  a  lofs  to  guefs 
what  they,  who  make  this  ufe  of  the  word, 
mean.  The  Norwegians,  and  particu- 
larly the  Icelanders,  even  of  the  loweft 
clafies,  are  taught  early  the  duty  of  men 
and  of  Chriftians. 

They 
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They  are  fifhcrmen,  and  have  not  much 
occafion  for  claffical  education ;  but  every 
one  of  them  can  read,  write,  and  under- 
ftarid  the  common  rules  of  arithmetic. 
—Will  any  one  venture  to  afiert,  that  the 
Ioweft  ranks  of  the  people  of  England 
are  equal  to  them  i&  this  refpect  ? 

But  the  hiftory  of  Iceland  is  not  lets 
diftinguiihed  by  another  circumftance  of 
very  great  curioftty  and  importance.  Of 
ancient  nations  we  know  not  the  begin- 
ning, of  the  modern  we  know  not  the 
end. 

The  hiftory  of  Iceland,  clear  and  un- 
doubted in  its  origin,  progrefs,  and  termi- 
nation, prefents  to  the  mind  fomething 
that  is  entire,  and  by  which  curiofity  is 
ftrongly  raifed,  and  fully  gratified. 

The  republic  of  Iceland  exhibited,  in 
the  courfe  at  four  hundred  years,  the  re- 
volutions ufually  incident  to  nations.  The 
foundations  of  this  government  were  laid 
>E4  » 
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in  the  middle  of  the  ninth  century,  when  the 
encroachments  of  Kings  urged  men  to  take 
ihelter  in  die  uncultivatedregions  of  free- 
dom. Adventurers  from  Norway,  Scot- 
land, the  Hebrides,  and  Ireland,  fettling 
with  their  families  and  effects  on  unoccu- 
pied mores,  wherever  the  conveniences  of 
pafturage  and  of  fifliing  invited  them,  lived 
at  firft  in  patriarchal  fimplicity  and  in- 
dependence. 

The  increafe  of  population  gave  birth  to 
dilputfes,  and  the  inftitution  of  laws.  The 
heads  of  families  formed  a  general  aflerii- 
bly,  which  met  annually,  and  made  laws 
by  the  general  confent,  according  to  new 
circumftances  and  fituations.  Thofe  laws, 
though  at  firft  merely  oral,  were  handed 
down  from  father  tb  fon  with  great  exacV 
nefs  j  and,  in  the  progreflion  of  time, 
they  were  confirmed  by  the  refpeft  which 
is  ufually  paid  to  cuftom.  Letters  were 
introduced  with  Chriftianity  into  Iceland, 
at  the  beginning  of  the  eleventh  oerttury. 
The  laws  of  cuftom,  enriched  with  others 
drawn 
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drawn  from  the  ftores  of  literature  and 
the  Chtiftlan  religion,  were  now  written 
m  a  book,  of  which  one  copy  was  depo- 
sited in  the  place  diftinguifhed  by  the  an- 
nual meeting  of  the  general  aflembly,  and 
another  in  the  houfe  of  the  Bifliop  of  Ice- 
land. 

Jn  the  Icelandic  Wittenagemot,  or  ge- 
neral aflembly,  two  men  of  venerable  cha- 
racter were  biennially  chofen,  by  general 
content,  to  prefide  in  the  courts  of  juf- 
tice,  where  trials  were  carried  on,  as  in 
other  parts  of  Europe,  by  Juries,  and  de- 
clare the  law  in  cafes  of  difpute.  Thole 
Confuls,  or,  as  they  were  called, Law-men, 
originally  recited,  and  after  the  introduc- 
tion of  letters,  read  the  laws  annually  to 
the  heads  of  families,  or  freemen,  con- 
vened in  the  general  aflembly  ;  as  thete 
again  did  to  their  bondmen  and  their  te- 
nants. 

,   There  were  alfo  provincial  aflemblies, 

in  which  the  laws  were  read  or  recited  to 

the 
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the  people  of  the  different  diftri&s  of  the 
country.  And  when  the  laws  were  writ- 
ten, it  was  enacted,  that  they  fhould  be 
read  in  fuch  feclions  and  portions,  and  at 
fuch  Hated  times,  that  the  whole  fhould 
be  finifhed  in  a  period  of  three  years.  Be- 
fides  all  this,  fchools  were  eftablifhed  for 
the  ftudy  of  the  law,  but  there  were  not 
any  lawyers  by  profeffion. 

In  the  mean  time,  men  of  enterprize 
made  cxcurfions  into  other  countries  as 
merchants,  as  pirates,  and  as  ibldiers  of 
fortune  ;  which  gave  them  an  opportu- 
nity of  becoming  acquainted  with  the 
laws  and  cuftoms  of  other  nations,  both 
in  the  weftern  and  eaflern  parts  of  Eu- 
rope. Icelandic  foldiers  ferved  in  the  ar- 
mies of  the  Englifh,  the  Danes,  the  Ruf- 
fians, and  alfo  of  the  Greek  Emperors, 
from  whofe  Hluftrious  capital  they  im- 
ported into  their  native  land  many  of 
thofe  laws  that  were  found  in  the  Jufti- 
nian  and  Theodofian  codes  at  a  later  pe- 
riod. And  here  it  is  proper  to  obferve, 
that 
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that  every  traveller  was  obliged,  by  an  ex- 
prefs  ftatute,  on  his  return  to  Iceland,  to 
give  an  account  of  whatever  had  appeared 
moft  remarkable  in  other  countries,  and 
of  whatever  cuftom  might  be  imitated, 
with  advantage,  by  his  own. 

The  fhbjects  of  the  Icelandic  republic,  . 
fo  long  as  they  adhered  to  their  laws,  and 
preferved  their  freedom,  flourifhed  in  agri- 
culture, in  manufactures  and  in  trade  j 
iocreafed  in  numbers ;  and  in  arms  ap- 
peared refpectable  in  the  fight  of  their 
neighbours,  by  fea  and  land. 

Ruined  inclofures,  veftiges  of  hedge- 
rows, with  regular  plantations  of  trees  and 
traces  of  the  plough  on  plains  now  co- 
vered with  heath,  emphatically  mark  the 
contrail  in  point  of  cultivation,  between 
the  former  and  the  prefent  (late  of  Ice- 
land. Written  records  (hew  that  the  Ice- 
landers traded  to  all  the  ports  of  the  world : 
and  their  population  at  this  day,  under 
an  hundred  thoufand,  has  been  computed 
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on  probable  grounds,  to  have  amounted, 
in  the  moft  flourifliing  period  of  the  re- 
public, to  half  a  million. 

At  a  period  when  the  reft  of  Northern 
Europe  was  funk  in  ignorance,  and  dif- 
fracted with  war,  Iceland,  the  nurfe  of 
the  mufes,  as  well  as  of  the  ufeful  arts, 
enjoyed  the  bleflings  of  equal  laws,  exten- 
live  commerce,  and  profound  peace.  But 
this  profperous  ftate  of  affairs  was  not  of 
long  duration. 

Sovereign  Princes  from  the  Kings  of 
Macedon,  to  thofe  of  Spain  and  France, 
have  been  found  in  general  hoftile  to 
neighbouring  republics.  The  numbers,  the 
wealth,  and  the  power  of  the  Icelanders, 
tempting  the  ambition  of  the  King  of  Nor- 
way, at  the  fame  time  that  they  excited 
his  envy,  that  Monarch  determined  to 
fubdue  them  by  arts  and  by  arms.  He 
carcffed  the  leading  men  in  Iceland ;  in- 
vited them  to  his  Court,  and  by  prefents, 
offices,  and  honours,  endeavoured  to  fe- 
cure 


3,g,1,zed  by  GoOgle 


(    «I    ) 

cure  them  in  his  rotereft,  and  attach  them 
to  his  perfon. 

The  republican  virtue  of  Iceland,  fome- 
what  relaxed  by  the  common  effects  of 
commerce,  and  a  commercial  fpirit,  yield- 
ed, but  not  without  a.  ftruggle,  to  the 
machinations  and  the  might  of  a  power- 
ful Monarch. 

The  whole  ifland  was  divided  into  two 
parties  :  the  one  under  the  influence  of 
the  Norwegian  $  the  other  jealous  of  his 
power.  Inteftinc  divifions  were  followed, 
in  1240,  by  civil  wars ;  and  in  1263  the 
government  of  Iceland  was  transferred,  by 
a  voluntary  furrender,  to  the  Crown  of 
Norway. 
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LETTER  VII. 


Hiftorical  Anecdotes  of  Denmark — Tbefrjl 
Expedition  of  the  Cimbri  againft  the  Ro- 
mans—-Laplanders,  the  mofi  ancient  Inha- 
bitants of  Sweden  and  Norway-— Odin, 
the  ancient  God  of  the  Scandinavians — 
His  remarkable  Death — The  Origin  of  the 
cruel  Wars  waged  among  the  Goths,  or  an- 
cient Danes  and  Swedes  themjelyes,  after 
Odin's  Death — Conqueft  of  England  by  the 
Danes. 

Zealand,  O&ober,  1788. 

1  am  not  treading  here  upon  claflic,  or 
upon  holy  ground,  but  I  am  treading  up  • 
on  the  tombs  of  heroes :  the  very  dud  of 
my  flioes  has  polCbly  pointed  the  fpear  of 
Canute. 

While  I  wander  along  the  fea  ihore,  and 
hear  the  buftle  of  men,  I  think  I  fee  Fro- 
tho  and  his  followers  embarking  for  Bri- 
tain :  their  fpears  and  bucklers  thunder  in 
my 
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my  ears.  And  here  before  me  is  the  pa* 
lace  of  Hamlet — "  Angels  and  Minifters 
of  Grace  defend  me!"  Thefe  inconfidera- 
ble  iflets  gave  conquerors  to  England,  who 
long  ruled  our  anceftors  with  a  rod  of 
iron.  The  Briton  fowed,  and  did  every 
drudgery,  while  my  lazy  Lord  Dane,  or, 
as  we  have  it  now,  lazy  Lurdane,  ate, 
drank,  and  flept.* 

The  hiftory  of  Denmark,  and  of  the 
countries  bordering  upon  the  Baltic,  is 
the  moft  interefting  of  any  that  the  world 
prefents.  The  firft  peopling  of  Scandi- 
navia, as  we  now  understand  that  name, 
was, 

•  The  very  learned  Piofeflbr  Thorkelyn,  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Copenhagen,  an  Icelandic  Genifeman,  who  it 
well  known  and  highly  efteemed  in  Great  Britain,  and 
to  whom  principally  I  am  indebted  for  the  account  I 
have  given  of  Iceland,  was  fo  obliging  as  to  draw  up  far 
this  publication  a  lift  of  words  of  the  fame  import  in  the 
Norfe  or  Icelandic,  and  the  language  arthis  day  fpoken 
in  the  Lowlands  of  Scotland,  and  the  northern  counties 
of  England.  A  manufcript  copy  of  thofe  laws  has  been 
left  by  Dr.  Thorkelyn  with  a  literary  friend  in  London, 
who,  it  is  faid,  has  fome  thoughts  of  translating  and  pub- 
lishing them,  with  notes  historical  and  philofophical,  in 
EnghOt. 
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was,  no  doubt,  from  the  Scythian  ftock 
fettled  in  Germany,  after  they  had  made 
an  unfuccefsful  attempt  to  obtain  abodes 
in  more  inviting  climates. 

About  one  hundred  years  before  the 
Chriftian  «ra,  thole  fwarms,  crufhing  a- 
gainft  one  another,  puttied  forwards  into 
Gaul  and  Italy,  to  procure  more  room. 
Their  fuccefs  in  the  former,  encouraged  the 
Savages  to  attack  the  latter,  and  Rome  it- 
felf  j  and  had  not  Marius  defeated  them,  at 
a  time  their  force  was  divided*  the  long 
glories  of  immortal  Rome  would  have  been 
cut  morter  than  what  they  were,  by  the 
fame  race  of  barbarians.  Failing  in  this 
expedition,  the  Scythians  remaining  in 
Germany  were  deterred  from  attempting 
another  to  the  fouth.  The  arrival  of  a  new 
hoft  from  Tartary,  under  the  famous 
Odin,  however,  obliged  many  to  look  out 
to  fome  other  quarter,  and  they  went  over 
into  Sweden  and  Norway,  driving  the  in- 
habitants, who  naturally  oppofed  their  en- 
trance into  a  country  where  there  was  only 
fufficient  maintenance  for  themfelves,  into 
Lapland. 
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Lapland,  The  cold  dreary  deferrs  of  Lap- 
land, as  well  as  the  fword  of  the  new  ene- 
my, would  foou  thin  thofe  ancient  emi- 
grants from  the  fame  country  with  their 
invaders. 

Odin  eftablifhed  his  dominion  over  Nor- 
way, Finland,  Sweden,  Denmark,  and  part 
of  Germany.  Some  writers  fay,  that  Odin 
-and  his  followers  were  driven  out  of  Scy- 
thia  by  Pompey,  at  a  time  when  the  Ro- 
mans were  penetrating  to  every  corner  of 
the  eaft  and  weft,  enflaving  Greece  at  one 
extremity  of  the  world,  and  Britain  at  the 
other  j  raifing  up  a  great  monument  of 
human  ambition  for  the  Goths  to  pull 
down.  Their  incurfions  into  Tartary  was 
a  ratal  error ;  they  ltirred  up  a  neft  of  hor- 
nets, to  fling  themfelves  to  death. 

Whatever  motives  or  circumftances 
brought  Odin  into  Scandinavia,  he  foftered 
the  name  of  vengeance  which  he  brought 

with  his  army,  or  found  among  the  Scythians 

in  Germany,  againft  the  Roman  name: 

F  he 


3,g,1,zed  by  GoOgle 


t  «  ) 

he  fwore  them,  after  the. example  of  Ha* 
milcar,  to  be  eternal  foes  to  the  Romans ; 
and  from  the  date  of  his  arrival,  to  the  fe- 
cond  attack  upon  the  Roman  Empire,  the 
Scythians  were  employed  in  whetting  their 
lances.  Odin,  the  more  to  ftrike  into  their 
minds  the  dreadful  engagement,  and  to  con- 
Arm  their  idea  of  his  divine  origin,  which 
had  already  been  propagated  j  perceiving 
too  his  end  drawing  near,  and  unwilling 
to  leave  the  ftage  like  a  common  mortal  ; 
refolved  to  die  in  the  character  of  a  God. 
It  was  only  neceffary  to  die  an  uncommon 
death— his  fubje&s  were  not  judges  of 
what  was  becoming  or  unbecoming  in  the 
actions  of  a  Deity,  fo  it  was  connected 
with  fomething  daring.  He  called  around 
him  an  affembly  of  the  people,  and  after 
exhorting  them  to  behave  upon  every  oc- 
cafion  with  bravery  and  refolution,  and  to 
revenge  every  difgrace  which  had  or  might 
happen  to  them,  an  inherent  principle  in 
all  northern  nations,  he  bade  them  a  folemn 
farewell,  telling  them,  that  he  was  going 
back  again  into  Scythia,  to  take  his  feat 
among  the  Gods. 

Odin 
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Odin  then  drew  his  fword,  and  plunged 
it  into  his  bofora,  continuing  to  wound 
himfelf  with  it,  until  he  fell  lifelefs  at  their 
feet. 

i  his  kingdoms  among,  his 
one  Denmark;  to  a  feebnd 
a  third  Sweden :  the  laft,  the 
din,  was  long  efteemed  the 
ej  andat  an  annual  meeting 
Lings,   his  Danifli  Majefty 
:  of  the  King  of  Sweden's 
;  King  of  Norway  the  ftir- 
mounted.    The  Kings  of 
d  afterwards  means  to  kick 
>vereign  out  of  the  ftirrup ; 
m  of  thefe  dominions  laid 
is  of  the  cruel  wars  long 
p  between  Sweden  and  Den- 
vixt  the  Princes  of  each  par- 
Odin's  example  having  been 
copied  by  their  fathers,  in  dividing  their 
kingdoms  among  their  fons.    The  fiiccefs 
of  the  Northerns  againft  the  Roman  Em- 
pire fired  all  Scandinavia  with  a  fpirit  of 
F  2  emi- 
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emigration,  and  we  find  in  particular  with 
relation  to  Denmark,  her  Frothos,  her 
Haralds,  her  Swains,  and  her  Canutes,  in- 
vading Britain,  and  fubduing  the  prior  in- 
vaders from  Germany. 

This  race  of  Danifh  Kings  in  Britain 
ended  in  Hardy  Canute ;  and  the  German 
line  again  got  poffeffion  of  the  Crown  of 
England. 

The  Danes  withdrew  to  their  iflands  in 
the  Baltic ;  and  their  Monarchs  were 
forced  to  be  fatisfied  with  their  native 
realms  -,  yet  as  England  was  not  the  only 
fpot  where  the  Danes  planted  their  ftan- 
dards,  we  were  a  fecond  time  conquered 
by  them,  in  the  perfon  of  William  of 
Normandy. 
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LETTER  VIII. 


Anecdotes  of  the  Kings  and  Querns  of  foot- 
mark-—of  the  famous  Margaretb—  of 
Eric — of  bis  Queen,  Pbilippo,  Daughter 
of  Henry  IV.  of  England — Cbara&er  of 
the  Modern  Danes— The  Conquefts  of  tbe 
Goths  retarded  tbe  Caufe  ofFreed&m  in  Eu- 
rope—Prince Royal  of  Denmark— Man- 
ners and  Cufioms  of  tbe  Modern  Danes. 

Zealand,  Oa.  178$. 

My  Lord  MolefWorth,  and  fome  other 
writers  who  have  treated  of  the  Danes, 
fern  to  agree,  that  they  pofiefs  no  great 
fliare  of  intellect.  If  this  be  the  cafe,  it 
proves  that  wit  is  not  requifite  in  the  com- 
petition of  a  warrior,  as  no  country  is 
more  famous  than  Denmark  for  produ- 
cing heroes. 

F  3  Odin'a 
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Odin's  kingdom  of  Scandinavia  has  been, 
from  bis  time,  a  nurfery  of  ibldiers,  who 
rehearfed  at  home,  upon  each  other, 
what  they  acted  abroad  in  their  various 
expeditions;  and  when  they  could  no 
longer  plunder  foreign  nations,  they  dis- 
puted about  th«  rocks  and  bogs  of  the 
north.  They  would  feem  to  have  pitohed 
upon  this  country,  as  it  produced  iron  in 
abundance,  for  the  manufacture  of  fpears, 
bucklers,  and  fabres. 

•  tc  Every  nation,"  (ays  Mr.  Wraxall, 
"  has.  produced  her-  heroes  and  her  pa- 
"  triots,  on  whom  hiftory  delights  to. 
"  dwell :  fome  countries  are,  however, 
"  more  fruitful  in  great  and  fublime  fpi- 
"  rits  than  other?:  in  Denmark  theyhaye 
"  had  few  to  grace  tjiclr  annals,"  This  tca«- 
veller  allows  that  Chni&an^V.  and  Fre- 
deric/ IV.  were  fub.Ume  fpirits;  and  U5  this 
is  granted,.  J;  am  at  a  Ipfs  tq  name  a  King 
of  Denmark,  from-  Canute  to  the  age.  of 
Ifijederick  IV.  who.  was  (tot  a  fubtfrne  dpi* 
rit:  they  were  in  general  great  flatefmen 
and 
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arid  Conquerors.  Their  Queens,  too, 
were  equally  famous  for  their  abilities. 
Like  all  other  celebrated  ftatefmen  and 
warriors,  they  plunged  their  country  in- 
to deep  dllireft.  There  are  few  Princes 
»hp  deferve,  or  even  who  would  value  the 
compliment  paid  by  Mr.  Mallet  to  Chris- 
tian I.—"  He  was  one  of  thofe  who  do  not 
"  attract  the  admiration  of  mankind,  yet 
"  whom  Providence  never  beftows  upon  a 
"  nation,  but  as  a  fignal  mark  of  its  fa- 
"  vour." 

Of  all  the  Sovereigns  of  Denmark,  Mar- 
gareth  is  the  moft  remarkable  j  her  hiftory, 
like  that  of  Sterne's  hero,  begins  before 
her  birth.  Waldemar  HI.  her  father,  jea- 
lous of  his  Queen,  Hedwige,  confined  his 
confort  iii  the  Caftle  of  Seaborg.  This 
Ring,  in  one  of  his  hunting  parties,  put 
up  for  the  night  at  Seaborg,  but  without 
any  intention  of  feeing  his  Queen.  One 
of  the  Queen's  maids  attracted  the  nbtice 
of  Waldemar :  fhe  was  defired  ta  repair 
to  the  Monarch's  bed-chamber,  at  a  filent 
F  4  hour. 
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hour.  This  girl,  proud  of  her  conqueft, 
boafted  of  it  in  fecret  to  her  female 
friend,  who,  no  doubt,  piqued  at  a  pre- 
ference given  to  another  before  herfelf, 
ran  to  her  royal  miftrefs,  and  told  the 
ftory.  Hedwige  prevailed  with  her  hand- 
maid to  give  up  the  place,  and  purchafed 
with  gold  the  embraces  of  her  hufband. 
Waldemar  begot  Margareth,  in  fpite  of 
himfelf,  and  united,  by  this  night's  work, 
the  three  kingdoms  of  Denmark,  Sweden, 
and  Norway.  This  is  the  only  proof  of 
the  virtues  of  a  northern  talifman,  which 
has  as  yet  appeared.  The  Danes  (how  the 
picture  of  this  Sovereign  as  of  a  Deity. 

Eric,  Margareth's  fucceflbr,  married 
Philippa,  daughter  of  Henry  IV.  of  Eng- 
land. This  warlike  Monarch,  Eric,  fled 
from  his  capital,  at  a  time  it  was  befleged 
by  the  Swedes.  Philippa  took  upon  her- 
felf the  command  of  the  Danifh  garrifon, 
and  conducted  the  defence  of  the  city  in 
So  brave  a  manner,  that  the  enemy  were 
obliged  to  retreat..  At  another  period,  in 
the 
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the  ftbfimce  of  Eric,  Philippa  ftnt  a  fleet 
agamft  the  Swedes,  who  had  at  this  time 
{hook  off  the  yoke  of  Denmark.  She  was 
npt  fo  fortunate  in  this  enterprife,  and 
probably  becauie  the  fleet  was  not  com- 
manded by  this  Queen  in  perfon.  Eric, 
though  he  could  not  defend  his  kingdom* 
Could  beat  his  Queen,  and  upon  his  re- 
turn,  revenged  the  diigrace  of  his  arms, 
by  cruelly  uiing  her,  fo  as  to  oceaGon  her 
death.  , 

,  It  is  to  be  regretted,  that  this  PrinceJs 
did  not  exercifc  her  courage  in  bellowing 
a  drubbing  upon  that  daftard :  we  would 
have  called  fuch  chaftifement  with  the 
fifts,  with  the  lame  propriety  as  an  ancient 
drubbing  of  oratory,  her  Philippics. 

Denmark  has  been  equally  unfortunate 
to  the  daughters  as  to  the  ions  of  Britons* 

.   In  fpcaking  of  the  character  of  the  me- 
tier n  Danes,  it  is  neceflary  to  confider  their 
ancient  and  present  fituation,  to  prevent 
drawing 
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drawing  an  ttnjnft  likenefs  from  a  figure1 
of  which  tittle  more  than  the  fkeleton 
remains.  They  were  formerly  free  ;— 
they  are  now  flaves.  That  nation  which 
firft  pulled  down  Roman  tyranny,  and 
fpread  the  flame  of  liberty  throughout 
Europe,  now  behold  every  other  European 
nation  free,  orattemptingtobefree;  while' 
they,  driven  back  into  their  northern  pro*-- 
vinces,  are  again  deprived  of  the  natural 
as  well  as  the  political  fun.  That  flame 
was  as  fuddenly  extinguifhed,  as  it  was 
raifed.  The  Goths  do  not  deferve1  the  high 
compliments1  paid  them  by  moft  writers. 
They  made  war  upon,  and  drove  before 
fheni)  free  nations,  as  well  as  flaves :  and 
perhaps  tfteir  conquefts  retarded  the'liber- 
ties  of  Europe.  They  fet  the  example  of 
lawlefs  plunder,  of  murder,  rebellion,  and 
anarchy,  rather  than-  of  real  freedom.— 
The  Goths  did  not  originally  plant  the 
love  of  freedom  in  the  minds  of  men  j  and 
had1'  we  received'  originally^  a?  we  did;  lat- 
terlyi  our  laws  from  the  examples'  of 
Greece  and  Rome,  we  mould  now  have 
been 
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been  equally  free,  and  without  that  mix- 
ture of  Gothic  harbarifm,  which  (till  per- 
vades our  cuftoms  and  Statutes.  Roma 
had  tyrants,  and  ftabbed  them:  other 
tyrants  would  have  fallen  Sacrifices  to  li- 
berty, without  the  interference  of  the 
Goths ;  and  the  Roman  empire  would 
have  naturally  faHen  in  pieces,  or  int&  Se- 
parate kingdoms,  in  like  manner  as  thefe 
which  had  preceded  it}  and  from  the  feme 
cau-Ses,  tyranny,  and  an  over-grown  extent 
of  power,  and  luxury. 

Thefe  are  the  diSeafes  of  which  the  po- 
litical bodies  of  great  empires  die.  Na- 
tions who-haye  never  known  liberty,  fife 
eafy  and  contented  in  their  chains,  until' 
the  progreSs  of  arts  and  fciences  among 
them  infpire  feelings,  ineonftitent  Viln- 
ius dignity  of  Monarchs,  but  confident 
wita>  the  dignity  of  mew.  The  modem 
Baaes  have  not  forgot  their  former 
name  j  and'  the  recolle&iort  occasions  fol^ 
ten  pride-,  or,  as  frequently,  despondency, 
as  the  various  tempers  of  men  may  receive 
the 
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the  impreflSon.  Some  writers,  therefore, 
defcribe  them  as  a  proud ;  and  others  as  a 
fpiritlefs,  tame,  and  abjeft  people. 

The  revolution  which  took  place  in  the 
reign  of  Frederic  III.  made  no  alteration 
in  favour  of  the  Danes  j  they  only  trans- 
ferred their  liberties  from  the  Nobility  to 
the  Sovereign,  The  prefent  Prince  Royal 
of  Denmark  is  the  patron  of  Liberty,  and 
from  the  fteps  he  has  already  taken,  it  may 
be  hoped,  that  the  fubje&s  will  not  only 
experience  that  temporary  relief  which  a 
mild  reign  gives,  under  the  moft  defpotic 
Governments,  but  that  the  foundations  of 
good  government,  and  rational  freedom, 
will  be  laid  during  his  adminift  ration. 
The  Danes,  in  their  perfons,  do  not  much 
differ  from  other  European  nations.  They 
are  diftingui  (liable  chiefly  by  their  fair 
hair.  Several  of  the  Scandinavian  Mo- 
narchs  have  been  fumamed  by  the  white- 
nefs  of  their  locks.  The  cpldnefs  of  the 
northern  climate,  I  apprehend,  occafions 
this  diftingui (hing  mark,  fince  we  find 
that 
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that  the  brute  creation  here  change  their 
darker-coloured  Summer  robes,  to  white, 
in  Winter. 

A  drunken  Dane,  is  proverbial  j  but  this 
may  be  applied,  with  equal  j  uftice,  to  all  na- 
tions  of  the  Danifliftock,  theEnglifh,  the 
Scots,  the  Norwegians,  and  Swedes.  The 
ancient  God  of  thofe  nations  recommend-* 
ed  full  cups,  and  his  example  has  been 
devoutly  followed.  When  reafon  partly 
refumed  her  feat,  and  when  this  earthly 
Deity  was  considered  only  as  a  piece  of 
antiquity,  to  be  admired,  not  worshipped, 
the  ingenious  northerns  found  out  an  apo* 
logy  in  their  ikies.  The  drefs  of  the  men- 
is  after  the  German  fafluon.  The  ordi- 
nary women,  when  they  are  habited  in 
their  Sunday  cloaths,  appear  exceedingly 
aukward.  Their  finery  is  put  off  to  the 
beft,  or  to  the  worft  advantage,  withftarch, 
and  beads  j  they  feem  to  be  inclofed  in  a 
coat  of  mail. 

The  Danes,  like  the  Norwegians,  are  fond 
of  dancing  to  the  mufic  of  the  violin.  Bands 
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of  itinerant  German  muficians  fupply 
them  with  other  forts  of  harmonies.  The 
great  people,  in  all  countries,  have  riow 
nearly  the  fame  cuftoms :  in  fpeaking, 
therefore,  of  the  manners  of  foreign  na- 
tions, I  draw  my  obfcrvatiotis  from  among 
the  middling  and  lower  claflfes,  among 
whom  alone  is  to  be  found  a  national 
character.  The  Danes  are  not  the  rnbft 
cleanly  in  their  perfons  and  houfes  j  and 
this  may  ■be  owing  as  much  to  the  ufe  of 
ftovesT  as  to  their  poverty.  The  cold  Win- 
ter makes  them  exclude  the  frefli  air,  hi 
too  great  a  degree,  from  their  apartments ; 
and  their  ftores  keep  them  too  warm :  arid 
what  rauft  appear  very  ridiculous  toftfan- 
gers,  many  of  them,  even  during  their  hot 
Summer,  wear  great-coats,  &c.  Indeed 
froth  Swedes  and  Norwegians  have  this 
cuftom,  notwithstanding  the  latter  affect, 
in  fome  inftances,  to  hold  cold  at  defiance :' 
probably  this  other  cuftom  is  by  way  of 
bidding  an  equal  defiance  to  heat.  The1 
Danifh  ladies  are  not  remarkable  for  their 
Beauty:  It  muft  be  from  the  Saxon  fe^ 
males 
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males  that  the  moft  confutable  part  of  our 
jfair  countrywomen  inherit  their  charms. 
The  higher  clafles  of  the  Engliih,  and  the 
lower  ranks  of  the  Scotch  women,  are,  no 
doubt,  of  Danifh  extraction,  if  we  may 
judge  from  a  parity  of  uglinefs. 

The  Danifh  houfes  are  generally  built 
of  timber.  Their  flat  iflands  have  few 
rocks,  and  it  is  only  their  cities  which  have 
a  proportion  of  brick  houfes ;  each  houfe 
has  a  kind  of  piazza  before  it,  where  the 
family  often  fit  in  Summer,  and  the  land- 
lord fmokes  his  pipe.  The  Norwegians, 
notwithstanding  their  country  is  almofl; 
wholly  compofed  of  rock,  ftill  perfift  in 
building  their  houfes  of  timber,  which, 
they  fay,  are  warmer  than  thofe  of  ftone. 
But  this  is  of  fmall  moment,  feeing  that 
the  ftoves  wl'l  keep  either  kind  equally 
hot.  ,  The  frequent  deftru&ive  fires,  in 
every  quarter,  fliould  teach  them  the  im- 
propriety and  danger  of  this  obftinacy., 
Even  their  Princes  are  generally  burnt  out 
once  a  year,  from  one  or  other  of  their 
palaces, 
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palaces,  and  whole  towns  are  contained  in 
the  fame  blaze.  The  Danifli  Watchmen, 
as  they  go  their  rounds  at  bed-time,  ad- 
drefs  a  prayer  to  the  Almighty,  to  preferve 
the  city  from  fire,  and  warn  the  inhabi- 
tants to  be  careful  in  extinguishing  their, 
candles  and  lights. 
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LETTER  IX. 

Voyage  from  Eljineur  to  Riga — Firfi  Battle 
bet-ween  the  Swedes  and  Danes — Anecdotes 
if  the  King  of  Sweden — Caufes  of  the  Na- 
tional fealoufies  fubfifling  between  Rujjia 
and  Sweden — Bomholm — Eartbbolmy  the 
Gibraltar  of  Denmark— Why  the  Baltic 
is  more  dangerous  than  other  Seas- 
Storm  in  the  Baltic — Sea  Scene — Cba- 
raBer  of  the  common  Seamen-— Coaft  of 
Courland. 


Baltic  Sea,  Oft.  1788. 

1  he  (hip  in  which  I  came  paflenger  to 
Elfineur  left  me  there,  and  proceeded  up- 
on her  voyage  to  Pruffia :  my  route  is  for 
Riga,  in  Livonia.  I  embarked  on  board 
a  finall  veflel,  loaded  to  the  water's  edge : 
there  was  no  other  at  the  Sound,  and  the 
feafbn  approaches  when  there  will  be  none. 
G  I  once 
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I  once  more,  as  we  patted  the  grounds,  be- 
held the  City  of  Copenhagen. 

There  were  lying  in  the  roads  fevera! 
ihips-of  the  line,  Danifh  and  Ruffian.— 
One  of  the  Ruffian  men  of  war  failed  from 
the  bay;  the  Danifh  Ihips  faluted  her; 
their  thunder  echoed  to  the  coafts  of  Swe- 
den— a  prelude  to  the  bloody  fcenes  that 
threaten  Scandinavia. 

The  Danes  and  Swedes  have  already  hid 
an  engagement  near  Gottenburg:  the  firft, 
as  allies  of  Ruffia.  The  Danes  were  much 
fupenor  in  number,  and  eafily  obtained 
the  victory. 

The  King  of  Sweden  is  arrived  at  Got- 
tenburg, where  he  found  every  thing  in 
thegreateft  confufion,  and  no  preparation 
made  for  repelling  an  army  of  twelve 
thoufandfoes,  at  the  gates,  Guftavus  fum- 
moned  the  Burghers  and  Officers  in  the 
town  around  him.  He  addreued  them  in 
a  veiy  pathetic  fpeech,  and  urged  them  to 
their 
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their  duty,  ■"  I  know,"  faid  the  King, 
"  that  there  are  traitors  in  ray  fervice :  I 
dcfire  that  they  may  retire.  I  intreat  that 
none,  but  fuch  as  are  willing  to  fave  their 
country,  may  carry  a  fword  in  its  defence !'* 
Trooys  are  daily  coming  into  Gottenburg 
from  every  quarter  j  and  within  the  few 
days  Guftavus  has  been  there,  the  ftate  of 
matters  is  amazingly  altered.  The  pre- 
fence  of  royalty  makes  treafon  hide  its 
head. 

Ellineur  is  crowded  with  troops — the 
drum  and  fife  found  in  every  corner.  It 
is  but  lately  that  the  King  of  Sweden 
dined  with  his  Danifti  Majefty,  in  Copen- 
hagen, mfamiUL  Guftavus,  without  ce- 
remony, journeyed  to  this  city,  arrived  at 
his  Ambaflador's  houfe,  and  requefted  to 
be  directly  introduced  at  Court.  The  Am- 
bafiador  reprefented  the  impropriety  of  the 
hour,  as  Chriftian  would  be  then  at  dtn-> 
ner.  Guftavus  refolved,  neverthelefs,  to 
take  pot-luck,  and  went  with  the  PJeni-> 
potentiary  to  the  palace.  Chriitian  was 
G  2  cutting 
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cutting  up  a  chicken,  when  the  Ambafla- 
dor's  name  was  announced ;  and  the  firft 
intimation  he  had  of  his  royal  gueft,  was 
his  appearance  in  his  dining-room. 

Alas !  with  what  eafe  can  Sovereigns 
forget  their  focial  moments,  and  return 
again  to  their  falfe  dignity,  and  treache- 
rous policy ! 

The  Princes  of  the  Houfe  of  Holftein 
wear  the  three  northern  Crowns :  they  are 
nearly  related  to  one  another,  and  yet, 
thefe  dearly  beloved  coufins  feldom  come 
together,  but  by  the  ears. 

Odin's  domains  are  ftill  divided  among 
brothers  j  and  thefe  brothers  ftill  divided 
againft  themfelves. 

Livonia,  Ingria,  and  Carelia,  now  Ruf- 
fian provinces,  are  hard  of  digeftion  to  the 
Swediih  Monarch ;  and  the  revolt  of  Swe- 
den is  not  remembered,  without  a  grudge, 
by  Denmark. 

But 
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But  thefe  two  laft-mentioned  kingdoms 
really  cannot  afford  to  be  jealous  of  each 
other,-  and  were  it  but  for  the  lake  of 
economy,  they  mould  {hake  hands. 

We  are  now  in  fight  of  the  Ifland  of 
Mona:  the  Ifland  of  Zealand,  with  her 
cities  and  woods,  have  funk  in  the  ocean 
behind  us.  Leaving  Mona,  whofe  white 
fides  give  an  idea  of  Albion,  we  proceed 
on  our  voyage. 

The  coaft  of  Sweden  appears  upon  our 
left  hand,  and  the  iflands  of  Denmark  are 
now  wholly  out  of  fight.  I  hear  the  Bal- 
tic roaring  a-head  of  the  veflel :  we  are 
juft  entering  this  noify  fea.  The  night 
clofes  around  us;  we  mail,  however,  have 
the  moon  at  ten  or  eleven  o'clock.  The 
weather  is  moderate,  and  the  winds  fa- 
vourable. The  moon  trembles  over  the 
waves,  and  paints  a  beautiful  light  and 
{hade.  Ships  of  different  nations  pafs  and 
repafs  ours :  we'  fail  very  heavily ;  the 
Captain's  avarice  has  made  him  forget  the; 
feafon  of  the  year,  and  overload  his  bark. 
G  3  Born- 
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Bornholm  appearedln  the  morning,  Up- 
on our  right  hand:  the  north  point  is 
high  land,  where  I  can  fee,  with  the  fliip's 
glafs,  the  remains  of  a  fortrefs.  Bornholm 
is  not  encumbered  with  woods :  it  is  plea- 
fantly  variegated  with  corn  fields  and 
farm  homes  i  and  fome  fifliing  towns 
adorn  the  fliores. 

■  The  filhing-boats  come  off  to  every  vef- 
fel  going  to,  and  coming  from  the  Baltic, 
fupplying  them  with  fifh.  The  fifliermen 
generally  bring,  befides,  hens,  ducks,  and 
other  poultry  j  taking  in  return  either  mo- 
ney or  brandy. 

In  my  voyage  hither,  feveral  years  ago, 
the  Caprain  of  the  fliip  threw  out  a  fignal 
for  the  fifhers  to  bring  us  provifions :  a 
dreadful  ftorm  of  wind,  thunder,  and  light- 
ning, fuddenlycame  on,  while  thefifhmg- 
boats  were  along-fide,  difpofing  of  their 
commodities.  The  Danes  prayed  to  be 
taken  on  board,  and  the  tackles  being  fat- 
tened to  their  little  galleons,  we  hoifted 
them 
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them  altogether  upon  deck.  Within  a  few 
miles  of  Bornholm  is  a  fmall  clufter  of 
iflands,  called  Eartholm,  not  exceeding 
one  Englifli  mile  in  circumference.  Here 
is  an  excellent  harbour,  capable  of  receiv- 
ing fhipsof  the  line.  Eartholm,  a  clufter 
of  fortified  rocks,  is  the  fortrefs  of  Born- 
holm,  and,  in  thofe  feas,  the  Gibraltar  of 
Denmark.  Both  thefe  are  detached  from 
the  other  Danifh  iflands,  from  fifty  to  fe- 
venty  miles.  Next  to  Zealand  and  Funen, 
Bornholm  is  the  mod  conliderable  and 
fertile. 

The  porpufles  are  playing  about  our 
fhip :  the  teamen  portend  a  hurricane — 
nor  are  they  often  miftaken  in  their  prog- 
noftications.  Like  the  Afiatics,  who  dwell 
upon  the  tops  of  their  homes,  and  have 
the  heavens  and  earth  always  before  their 
eyes,  they  are  better  acquainted  with  the 
fecrets  of  Nature,  than  thofe  who  arc 
moftly  within  doors,  and  under  cover. 

We  are  fleering  our  courfe  for  the  Ifland 

of  Gothland,  which  the  charts  infhuft  us 

G4  to 
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to  make,  before  we  ftand  over  towards  tha 
Gulph  of  Livonia.  Next  day  the  winds 
increafed,  yet  with  hazy  weather:  we  could 
not  fee  Gothland,  and  were  obliged  to 
take  an  uncertain  departure  for  Windaw, 
a  town  upon  the  coaft  of  Cotirland,  which 
is  to  ferve  as  a  beacon  for  our  further  pro- 
cedure. Thus,  we  muft  carefully  pick  our 
road  from  one  part  to  another.  The  Bal- 
tic does  not  admit  of  a  direct  courfe  to 
the  harbour  we  are  bound  for,  as  many 
rocks  and  (hpals,  and  fmall  iflands,  lie  in 
the  way.  The  fliallownefs  of  this  fea 
creates  other  dangers.  In  the  wide  At- 
lantic and  Pacific  Oceans,  the  depth  of  the  ■ 
fea,  and  the  extenfive  field  it  rolls  upon, 
occafions  a  long  wave,  and  of  confequence- 
a  flow  motion,  and  gradual  afcent  to  the 
top,  be  the  height  ever  fo  great :  on  the 
contrary,  a  mallow  fea  cannot  give  birth 
to  fuch  a  wave ;  it  makes  them  ihort ;  and 
hence  a  quick  or  boiling  motion,  which 
gives  the  Baltic  waves  a  more  perpendicu- 
lar fhape,  evidently  more  dangerous  than 
the  form  of  the  waves  in  the  Indian  oceans. 
To 
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To  this  circuraftance,  I  mean  the  form  of 
the  waves,  next  to  Providence,  I  would  at- 
tribute the  prefervation  of  feveral  crews 
of  BritiJh  ihtps  who  have  taken  to  their 
boats  in  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  Ocean. 
Sure  I  am  that  no  open  boat  could  long 
be  prevented  from  foundering  in  a  ftorm, 
in  the  Baltic.  You  may  have  fome  idea  of 
this  great  lake,  in  a  high  wind,  by  looking 
at  the  boiling  water  in  a  cauldron. 

Neither  the  Captain  nor  Mate  had  ever 
been  at  Riga,  fo  I  took  upon  me  again  to 
dictate.  The  fhip  was  going  at  a  great 
rate  before  the  hurricane,  and  we  expected 
to  fee  the  Courland  fliore  next  morning. 
1  advifed  to  lay  the  lhip  to  the  wind,  both 
to  infure  our  fafety  at  fea,  and  to  prevent 
us  from  running  afliore  in  the  night.  A 
heavy-laden  veffel  fcudding  before  a  ftorm, 
and  in  a  rough  fhort  fea,  is  a  fituation 
dreaded  by  every  feaman.  I  could  hear  the 
men  aikrag  one  another,  if  they  thought 
the  (hip  would  make  fair  weather  of  it? 
expreffing  thereby  their  apprehenfions  of 
foundering. 
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foundering.  The  main  deck  was  almoft 
conftantly  under  water,  fo  that  only  the 
bows  and  item  appeared  to  fwim,  and  the 
raging  fea,  behind,  threatened  often  to  poop 
the  vefTel,  that  feemed  as  if  ftruggling  to 
preferve  herfelf  amidft  the  furious  ele- 
ments !  The  Captain  did  not  think  pro- 
per to  lay  the  (hip  to,  that  is',  with  her 
head  to  the  fea  and  wind,  for  feveral 
hours  from  the  time  I  had  defired  him. 
When  it  was  done,  (he  lay  very  fnug  and 
eafy  under  her  reefed  main-fail. 

Being  now  under  no  apprehenfions,  I 
looked  about  with  more  coolnefs  upon  the 
furrounding  fcenes.  The  watery  clouds 
intercepted  the  fun's  rays,  and  rolled  fwift- 
ly  along  the  firmament ;  apparently  rifing 
from  the  ocean  at  one  fide  of  the  horizon, 
and  plunging  again  into  it  at  the  oppofite 
point  on  the  other.  One  folitary  veflel  lay 
at  feme  diftance,  toiling  like  our  own  up- 
on the  floods  j  the  waves  dalhing,  in  a  (heet 
of  foam,  againft  her  (ides. 

The 
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The  mariners,  now  that  the  rudder  is 
made  fait  to  Ieewaid,  and  nothing  to  do, 
are  kindling  a  fire,  to  warm  their  broth  j 
one  of  them  even  ventures  to  hum  "  The 
wandering  Sailor !''  but  none  dare  to  whif- 
tle,  at  fuch  a  time  as  this,  upon  any  ac- 
count. The  boldeft  Britiih  tar  would 
tremble  to  hear,  at  this  moment,  a  Angle 
note  of  any  wind  instrument.  2  imagine 
that  their  fuperftition,  refpcctingwh idling 
in  a  ftorm,  arifes  from  the  idea,  that  to 
whittle  at  the  fame  time  with  the  winds  of 
heaven,  is  mocking  Providence,  who  guides 
the  tempeft.  Except  when  immediate  danger 
'  is  before  their  eyes,  thecommon  failor  has 
no  fears,  becaufe  he  has  little  or  no  know- 
ledge of  navigation.  They  never  know 
where  they  are,  but  when  informed  by  their 
Officers.  Our  crew  juft  know  of  them- 
felves  that  they  are  in  the  Baltic,  but  not 
one  of  them,  except  the  Mailer  and 
Mate,  could  navigate  the  £hip  to  a  fingle 
port  of  the  Baltic.  Charts,  quadrants,  and 
other  directories,  are  all  Greek  to  them, 
and  to  ninety-nine  of  a  hundred  among 
all 
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all  the  ordinary  feamen  of  every  nation. 
It  is  fortunate,  or  perhaps  unfortunate, 
that  common  failors  and  foldiers  are  igno- 
rant of  the  dangers  into  which  they  are 
led.  A  common  feaman  looks,  without 
much  agitation,  upon  the  frowning  Ikies ; 
but  the  leaft  dark  fpot  upon  the  counte- 
nance of  his  Commander,  makes  him  dread 
ihipwreck  and  death. 

I  never  think  of  laying  in  ftores  for  the 
voyage,  preferring  to  take  my  chance,  and 
to  learn  the  way  that  others  live.  Un- 
luckily, the  Captain  had  not  thought  of 
laying  in  any  thing  more  than  I  did ;  and 
we  are  almoft  ftarving.  I  am  gnawing  a 
bifcuit  which  is  covered  with  maggots:  the 
little  beef  we  have  is  rotten— yet  the  failors 
are  flicing  it  down  with  onions,  making  a 
hotch-potch  of  it,  fuch  as  it  is.  I  am  for- 
tunately bora  a  traveller;  that  is,  I  can 
live  upon  bread  and  fait,  though  not  the 
bcft  of  their  kinds ;  I  can  lie.  upon  ftraw, 
or  even  upon  a  deal  board;  and  exift  almoft 
as  long  as  a  camel  without  water:  I  can  car- 
ry, 
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ry,  too,  a  heavy  burden  of  difappoint- 
ments,  and  look  up  at  heaven  without 
murmuring. 

The  night  draws  her  curtain,  and,  not- 
withstanding the  moon  (hows  her  edge 
above  the  atmofphere,  the  gloomy  clouds 
intervene,  and  involve  us  in  darknefe  via- 
ble. The  raging  winds  and  Teas,  and  the 
rattling  fhrouds,  make  a  dreadful  con- 
cert— an  oratorio  of  elements !  The  moon, 
in  her  firft  quarter,  foon  left  us.  I  never 
think  of  going  to  bed  when  there  is  a  lee 
fliore  within  fifty  miles.  I  am  fitting  in 
the  cabin,  with  a  Iputtering  taper  before 
me.  There  is  no  fire  nor  fire-place,  and 
the  weather  is  exceedingly  cold.  The  vet 
lei  is  driving  flowly  towards  Courland. 

About  five  o'clock  in  the  morning,  the 
Mate  awaked  the  Matter,  and  told  him,, 
that  by  the  founding  he  judged  the  fliip 
to  be  very  near  the  coaft.  All  hands 
were  inftantly  fummoned  upon  deck;  the 
fails  were  loofened  from  the  yards,  and 
we 
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we  ftood  off  more,  until  day-light  dif- 
covered  our  fituation.  We  then  law  the 
coaft  about  three  miles  diftant,  and  we 
were  oppofite  to  a  part  of  it  diftinguiflied 
by  the  name  of  the  Baker's  Ovens,  to  the 
fouth-weft  of  Windaw,  a  fmall  fea-port 
town.  We  fleered  along  fhore  northwards, 
for  Domefnes,  the  north  point  of  Cour- 
land,  at  the  entrance  of  the  Gulph  of  Li- 
vonia. A  Dutch  veffel,  our  companion  in 
this  voyage,  was  very  ferviceable  to  us : 
we  followed  her  through  the  intricate  paf- 
fage  to  Domefnes.  The  Courland  more 
here  has  fome  dangerous  reefs,  and,  upon 
the  other  hand,  the  ifland  of  Ofoel,  with 
ks  fand-banks :  betwixt  thefe  is  the  chan- 
nel to  the  Bay  of  Riga. 

The  day  and  the  wind  juft  ferved  us  to 
reach  the  entrance  of  this  gulph,  the  an- 
cient Sinus  Livonicus:  the  two  light-houfes 
directed  us  to  avoid  the  reef  of  Domefnes. 
When  the  lights  are  feen  in  one  line  to- 
gether, and  appear  as  a  lingle  light,  it 
marks  that  the  veffel  is  abreaft  of  the 
fhoals, 
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flioals,  and  thereby  directs  her  future 
courfe.  I  have  taken  drawings  of  the  coaft, 
from  the  Baker's  Ovens  to  Domefhes,  with 
the  different  bearings  and  diftanccs.  This 
(hore  is  generally  flat,  and  covered  with 
woods.  A  fand-bank  runs  along  the  whole 
coaft.  When  we  patted  the  Baker's  Ovens, 
which  are  detached  hillocks,  very  remark- 
able in  fo  level  a  country,  the  fpires  of 
Windaw  foon  appeared,  as  if  floating  in 
the  lea,  with  the  forefts  around  them. 

We  are  this  evening  becalmed,  nearly 
oppofite  to  the  light-houfes.    The  lights 
•  are  trembling  upon  the  water,  and  illu- 
minating our  Ihip's  fides.    Good  night. 
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LETTER  X. 

Gulph  of  Livoma — Of  the  ConftruBion  of  the 
Northern  Vejfeh — The  Norwegian  Women 
equally  -well Jki lied  in  Sea  Affairs  with  their- 
Hujbands — Dreadful  Storm  near  Riga — 
A  Shipwreck — Narrative  of  the  diftrejfed 
ftuation  of  the  Ship  in.wbicb  the  Author 
was- —Arrival  at  Riga. 


Riga,  0&.  1788. 

IN  the  morning  of  Friday  laft,  we  pro- 
ceeded from  Domefnes,  on  our  voyage  up 
the  gulph  to  this  harbour,  with  a  gentle 
breeze,  and  fine  clear  weather.  The  Cour- 
land  fliore,  bounding  the  gulph  to  the 
fouth,  is,  like  the  coaft  we  had  palled,  flat 
and  fandy.  The  woods,  which  univerfally 
hedge  thofe  countries  from  the  ocean,  ap- 
parently 
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patently  rtoat  upon  it.  The  various  open- 
ings in  the  forcfts  have  the  appearance  of 
rivers  sod  fmaU  bays,  the  low  faridy  coaft, 
even  at  an  inconfiderabk  diflance,  being 
funk  beneath  the  watery  horizon.  On 
the  fuhfiding  of  the  waters,  after  the  flood, 
we  beheld  the  earth !  The  birds  alighted 
upon  the  malts  to  reft  their  feet,  tired  with 
their  airy  expedition  from  the  oppofite 
fhores.  This  day  was  the  moft  delightful 
we  had  enjoyed;  the  winds  favourable, 
and  the  bay  covered  with  veflels  difplaying 
the  colours  of  various  nations.  It  is  a 
cttAom  at  fea,  when  one  Teaman  recognifes 
a  fhip  commanded  by  his  acquaintance,  to 
hoift  his  colours,  which  are  foon  noticed 
by  the  other,  and  the  compliment  returned. 

A  number  of  lugfail-boats  parted  us, 
fleering  for  the  ifland  of  Ofoel,  to  which 
they  belonged.  Thefe  boats  are  conftantly 
employed  in  carrying  the  produce  of  this 
ifland  to  the  Riga,  market.  They  are  all 
open  boats,  to  render  them  more  conve- 
nient for  rowing  j  and  they  keep  near  the 
'      H  fhore, 
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more,  to  prevent  their  being  caught  in  the  o- 
Den  gulph  by  a  ftorm.  Sometimes,  however, 
the  temerity  of  the  crews  makes  them  ven- 
ture too  far,  aiwj  the  confequences  are  ge- 
nerally fatal.  The  Norwegians  are  the 
moft  ingenious  of  all  people,  in  the  con-* 
ftrudlion  of  their  boats,  which  are  the  beft 
calculated  for  fafety  in  the  world,  and  with 
which  they  venture  out  to  lea,  for  the 
purpofe  of  piloting  mips  into  harbour,  in 
the  greateft  tempefts.  I  have  feen  even 
the  women  fleering  thefe  boats,  amtdft  the 
raging  wind  and  fea,  with  the  utmoft  coitir 
pofure  and  lkill.  They  come  off  with 
their  hufbands,  and  having  left  them  on, 
board  the  mips  for  pilots,  the  wives  take, 
charge  of  the  boats,  and  carry  them  home. 
It  is  true,  that  many  of  the  Norwegians 
yearly  lofe  their  lives  in  their  boats,  and  it 
is  only  furprifing  that  any  efcape.  They 
are  rewarded  accordingly;  and  receive,  in 
cafes  of  much  danger,  from  fifty  to  one 
and  two  hundred  pounds,  for  conducting 
a  valuable  Ihip  into  port. 

The 
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The  Norwegian  yawls  are  built  long 
and  broad ;  the  bow  and  the  ftern  are  of 
the  fame  fhape  -,  and  their  fides,  gradually 
Spreading  out,  and  rifing  from  the  keel  to 
the  gunwell,  ferve  to  throw  off  the  vio- 
lence of  the  waves :  to  efcape,  rather  than 
to  refift  them.  The  fhape  of  the  ftern  and 
bows  has  the  fame  effecl :  their  breadth, 
terminating  in  a  gradual  point,  cuts  and 
throws  the  lea  from  the  boat.  The  waves, 
in  riling  behind  or  before^  a  veflel,  always 
take  the  direction  which  the  form  of  her 
fides*  her  ftern,  or  bows  may  give  i  if  thefe 
turn  towards  the  decks,  the  waves  will 
come  on  board;  and  on  the  contrary,  the 
eonftrucTion  before  noticed  returns  them 
again  into  the  ocean.  But  if"  the  ftern  is 
flat,  or  what  is  termed  a  fquare  ftern,  it 
refifts  the  waves,  which,  befides  the  dan- 
gerous ftiock,  occafiohs  them  to  poop  the 
veflel ;  particularly  if  the  fquare  ftern  is  of 
a  perpendicular  fhape,  and  not  -Hoping 
outwards  from  the  lower  part;  or,  in  Tea- 
men's language,  if  it  has  not  a  great  rake. 
The  nearer  the  largeft  (hips  refemble  a 
H  2  Nor- 
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Norwegian  boat,  the  fafer  they  are.  They 
fail  the  heft,  carry  the  largeft  burdens,  and 
upon  the  fmalleft  draught  of  water. 

The  fpires  of  Riga  appeared  about  mid- 
day, towering  above  the  fand-banks  and 
woods ;  but  as  we  approached,  they  funk 
behind  them ;  which  gave  birth  to  a  ve- 
ry learned  difpute  between  the  Captain 
and  me,  about  the  laws  of  perfpeftivc. — 
Our  fhip  was  clofe  in  with  the  harbour  at 
fix  o'clock  in  the  evening,  and  we  made 
the  fignal  for  the  pilots  tocomeoff.  Ano- 
ther Englifh  fhip  and  the  Dutch  veffel  did 
the  fame.  No  pilot,  however,  came  to 
conduct  us  through  the  channel  off  the 
bar,  which  lies  in  the  mouth  of  the  river 
Dwina. 

The  evening  was  exceedingly  pleafant. 
The  firmament  glowed  with  the  beams  of 
the  fetting  fun.  The  wind  was  favou- 
rable, yet  we  dared  not  to  venture  over  the 
bar,  being  entirely  ignorant  of  the  proper 
channel.  Nor  did  the  other  fhips  attempt 
it 
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it  anymore  than  we,  but  prepared,  under 
a  faug  fail,  to  await  the  morning.  We 
followed  their  example,  and  hoifttng  our 
lights,  to  prevent  running  foul  of  each 
other  in  the  dark,  Hood  off  and  on  with 
the  veflel  during  the  night. 

At  four  o'clock  in  the  morning  the  wind 
increafed  to  a  briik  gale,  accompanied  with 
wow  fhowcrs.  At  fix  o'clock  it  blew  ve- 
ry hard,  and  the  mow  fhowers  thickened. 
We  ftood  in  for  the  land,  to  difcover  our 
fituation.  The  day  juft  began  to  break. 
The  fearaen  were  looking  out  a-head,  and 
.  about  feven  o'clock  one  of  them  called  out, 
that  he  faw  the  ihorc,  within  a  quarter  of 
a. mile's  diftance,  upon  the  weather  bowj 
.  and  the  fhower  clearing  up  a  little,  wc  faw 
the  waves  darning  againft  the  beach.  We 
inftantly  wore  (hip,  but  we  were  almoft 
ckfe  upon  the  beach,  before  our  veflel 
fetched  any  way.  Judging  that  we  were 
to  the  northward  of  the  Dwina,  the  Cap- 
tain thought  proper  to  fleer  for  this  river, 
as  if  he  had  forgot  the  bar  at  its  mouth, 
H3  W$ 
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We  foon  perceived  the  mails  of  veffels  •ly- 
ing in  the  Dwina,  but  at  the  fame  time 
found  ourfelves  fq  near  the  bar,  upon 
which  the  lea  was  rolling  in  white  fheets 
of  foam,  that,  unable  to  clear  it,  we  were 
forced  to  let  go  both  anchors  in  the  open 
roads,  to  prevent  finking.  Then  it  was 
that  we  all  wiflied  that  we  had  run  the 
veflel  afhore  upon  the  main-land,  where 
we  might  have  had  a  chance  of  raving  our 
lives. 

This  fad  alternative  was  not  now  in  our 
power.  The  ftorm  blew  directly  upon  the 
bar,  and  the  breakers,  within  half  a  ca- 
ble's length,  foaming  in  all  their  terrors. 
We  fawthsEnglifh  (hip drive  afliore, and 
beating  againft  it,  her  fails  flying  in  pieces. 
The  ftorm  grew  more  violent,  and  at  laft 
to  a  moft  dreadful  hurricane.  The  crew 
fheltered  themfelves  in  the  fteerage ;  none 
would  venture  upon  the  deck,  as  the 
lea  was  breaking  over  us,  and  we  ex- 
pected every  moment  ro  founder.  I  had 
only  courage  to  look  from  the  door,  of  the 
cabin : 
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cabin :  the  ocean  itemed  to  collect  itielf 
into  one  wave,  to  roll  us  into  eternity  1 
The  feamen  were  deaf  to  the  repeated  or- 
ders of  the  Captain,  to  go  upon  deck. 
They  laid,  they  had  no  prolpect  of  laving 
themfelves,  but  with  the  wreck;  and  that 
were  they  to  go  upon  deck,  they  could  not 
escape  being  warned  overboard. 

The  waves  flying  over  the  bows,  ruftied 
into  the  fteerage  and  cabin,  threatening  to 
drown  us  as  we  fat  endeavouring  to  keep 
ourfdves  from  being  overturned  by  the 
roiling  of  the  fib  ip  j  the  veffel  at  one  in- 
ftant  ftanding  almoft  perpendicular  upon 
her  bows,  and  at  the  other  upon  her  ftern. 
One  of  the  mariners  at  laft  went  to  lee  if 
the  fbip  was  driving,  at  the  earneft  en- 
treaty of  the  Captain,  who  was  rendered 
ftnpid  with  the  fear  of  lofing  his  property, 
as  he  had  made  no  infurance.  The  failor 
informed  us  that  the  anchors  were  coining 
home;  the  veflel  was  driving  among  the 
breakers  1  Good  God !  was  then  fervently 
exclaimed  by  every  one.  The  broad  axe 
H  4  was 
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was  called  Cor,  and  all  hands,  can  upon 
deck  to  aflift  in  cutting  the  cables;  to  let 
wliat  fail  we  could, .and  to  run  the  veffd 
on  (bore  wnererer  it  happened.  The  Mat- 
ter, with  die  ablert  of  the  failors,  took 
charge  of  the  helm.  '  The  fhip,  when  the 
cables  were  cut,  fwung  round,  and  we 
plunged  among  the  raging,  breakers— a 
throw  for  life  or  death !  We  were  run-t 
ning  under  bare  poles,  the  fail  which  the 
fcamen  had  unbent,  being  fhattered  in  a 
thousand  pieces.  The  moment  we  entered 
among  die  breakers,  boiling  in  {facets,  of 
white  foam,  I  expeclcd  in&aat  annihila- 
tion. My  fears  nod:  defpaif  fooccedad: 
and  I  behedd  the  awful  fcenc  .with  com- 
posure. The  fhip,  at  tiroes,  was  wholly 
buried  in  the  fpray:  the  fhrieks  of  the 
younger  feamen  could  ju^-be  heard  amidft 
the  fury  of  the  hurricane.  The  ihow- 
fhowers  darkened  the  heavens  x  we  did  not 
know  where  we  were — the  tempeft  was 
our  only  pilot.  Every  mariner  was  giving 
his  advkein  guiding  the  mip,  and  looking 
out  anxiottfly  for  the  flags,  and  other 
marks : 
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macks ;  and  I,  among  the  reft,  went  for- 
ward tq  the  bows. . The  rolling  of  the  (hip 
tolled  me  nearly  into  the  fea :  I  was  darned 
againft  the  wiadjafs,  and  rendered  fpeech- 

I  was  awaited,  as  from  a  dream,  with 
the  joyful  ftout  that  our  lives  were  faved  I 
One  of  the  buoys  was  difcovered,  which 
fliowed  that  we  were  failing  in  the  proper 
channel.  Our  activity  redoubled  with 
hope,  and  we  foon  got  into  the  mouth  of 
the  river  Dwina,  to  which  we  were  for- 
tunately uppoftte  when  we  drove  from  our 
anchors.  The  crews  of  the  veflels  in  the 
harbour  held  up  their  hands,  as  we  palled 
them,  in  admiration  of  our  efcape :  they 
had  feen  our  fituation,  and  had  given  us 
up  for  loft.  The  very  guard-fllip  in  the 
river  was  driven  upon  the  banks,  and  had 
hotfted  a  iignal  of  diftrefs. 

We  were  obliged,  after  all,  to  run  our 
(hip  aground,  having  neither  anchors  nor 
cables.    Several  boats,  from  Britifh  mer- 
chantmen 
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ehantmen,  came  to  our  afliftance,  and  en- 
abled us  to  get  into  fafe  moorings. 

The  cuftom-houfe  officers  came  on 
board,  and,  humanely  forgetting  what  at 
another  time  would  have  been  their  duty, 
joined  our  countrymen  in  thanking  God 
for  our  deliverance,  and  left  us  to  take 
fome  repole, 
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LETTER  XL 


Of  the  River  Dwina—-Defert  Appearance 
of  the  Country  around— Defcriptim  of  Ri- 
ga— Anecdotes  of  the  Hiftory  of  Livonia 
—Ancient  Commerce  of  Rufjia — Origin 
of  the  Ruffian  European  Commerce— —The 
Author  tarries  the  frfi  Intelligence  to 
Rufjia  of  the  Hoflilities  between  the  Swedes 
and  Danes—  Critical  Situation   of  the 

Ruffian  Frontiers Anecdotes  of  Count 

Vietingboff—Of  Count  Brown,  the  Gover- 
nor of  Riga— —Origin  of  the  Connexion  of 
Rufjia  with  England — The  Decline  of  its 
Indian  Commerce — Correspondence  between 
the  Ruffian  and  Britijh  Sovereigns — Scots 
Emigrants  to  Rufjia,  after  the  Murder  of 
Charles  L~—Tbefe  advife  the  Cmajtejt  of 
the  Provinces  upon  the  Baltic,  from  the 
Swedes — A  New  Character  of  Charles 
XII. 
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XII.  of  Sweden— Patriotic  Plans  of  the 
Great  Men  in  Ruflia. 


Riga.  Oft.  173s. 

X  need  not  inform  you  that  this  city  is 
the  capital  of  Livonia,  It  is  fituated  upon 
the  river  Dsviro,  about  three  .miles  from 
its.  mouthy 

The  banks  of  the  Dwina,  and  the  coun- 
try upon  each  fide  for  ten,  and  even  for 
twenty  miles  from  thefea,  are  nothing  but 
fandy  plains,  covered  with  barren  trees  and 
bruih-wood.  At  the  entrance  pf  the  Dwi- 
na  is  the  fortrefs  of  Bulderow,  arid  a  fmall  - 
town  of  wooden  houfes,  chiefly  inhabited 
by  work  people  employed  in  the  merchants 
yards,  the  pilots,  and  inn-keepers.  Here 
tie  the  large  mips  to  take  in  their  cargoes; 
other  {mailer  craft  proceed  up  the  river,  to 
the  different  wharfs  nearer  Riga.  The  va- 
luable articles  of  hemp,  flax,  tar,  tallow, 
hides,  grain,  tobacco,  &c.  Sec.  are  brought 
in  barks  from  the  various  provinces  and 
-  •  kingdoms 
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kingdoms  bordering  upon  the  Dwina, 
which  fweep  into  the  merchants  ware- 
houfes  the  wealth  of  this  extenfive  empire. 

There  are  a  number  of  mips  frill  in  the 
river,  whofc  bofom,  in  Summer,  is  covered 
with  a  foreft  of  mate,  cheering  the  dead, 
profpects  around.  Thefe  are  the  charms 
of  commerce,  the  enchantments  of  induf- 
try  and  trade ! 

I  embarked  on  board  a  fmall  cart,  I  have 
not  yet  forgot  my  lea  terms,  for  the  me-  ' 
tropoBs  of  Livonia.  Our  way  is  through 
a  defert :  in  many  .places  not  a  lingle  tree 
or  bmh  is  to  be  feen — a  continued  waving 
field  of  find.  The  fpires  of  Riga  direft 
our  courfe,  and  as  we  approach  nearer,  a 
few  trees  and  houfes  (how  fome  figns  of 
earth  and  fife. 

We  arrived  in  the  fuburbs,  lituated  upon 
the  fbuth  banks  of  the  river,  and  joined  to 
the  dry,  upon  the  north  banks,  by  a  float- 
ing bridge  of  rafts.    The  walls  of  Riga  are 
warned 


Jigilized  by  GoOgle 


(     no    ) 

Wflfliedin  fome  parts  by  theDwina,  which 
is  its  belt  defence  to  the  ibuth ;  and  to- 
wards the  land  it  is  ftrongly  fortified* 

Riga  rauft  be  confidered  as  a  fortrefs, 
and  a  commercial  town :  in  any  other  view 
it  contains  nothing  worthy  of  remarks 
The  firft  idea  that  ftrikes  one  upon  en- 
tering this  city,  is,  that  the  houfes,  as  well 
as  the  inhabitants,  had  crowded  within  the 
walls  for  protection.  The  ftreets  are  nar- 
row and  dirty  ;  the  houfes,  a  few  excepted, 
are  old,  and  of  a  mean  appearance.  The 
fpires  and  churches  alone  retain  an  air  of 
ancient  magnificence. 

Livonia,  as  a  part  of  Scandinavia,  was  - 
longaboneof conteftbetweenthcRuffians,  - 
Swedes,  and  Danes,  who  have,  in  their 
turn,  covered  the  Baltic  fhorcs  with  blood, 
and  approved  themfetoes  the  genuine  fons 
of  Odin.    The  valuable  provinces  of  Ca- 
relia,  Ingria,  Efthonia,  and  Livonia,  bor- 
dering upon  the  Gulph  of  Finland,  are 
now  quietly  eftablimed  under  the  firft  of  ■ 
thofe 
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thofe  powers, and ierve as wharfs  for fliip-* 
ying  the  productions  of  her  jwotIA  of  do- 
minions behind  them:  and  in  order  tofe- 
Gure  tfaefe  wharfs,  for  which  Ruflia  has  to 
thank  the  misfortunes  of  Charles  XII.  of 
Sweden,  Peter  I.  built  a  new  capital  city 
at  the  mouth  of  the  Neva. 

The  inland  commerce  of  Ruffia  with  In- 
dia was  now  no  more.  Mofcow  and  Kiow, 
the.  ancient  capitals,  no  longer  fparkled 
with  the  gold  and  jewels  of  Indaftan.  Pe- 
ter looked  around  him  at  home  to  fupply 
the  deleft.  He  faw  the  materials  for  com- 
merce, but  he  had  not  a  Angle  port  by. 
which  he  could  lend  them  to  foreign  na- 
tions. Archangel  lay  too  near  the  Pole. 
A  very  ieconiiderable  commerce  only  could . 
have  been  carried  on  with  a  harbour. fro- 
zen up  nine,  months  in  the  year.  In  the 
cunteft  for  the  maritime  provinces,  Riga 
is  celebrated  for  her  brave  defence,  which; 
procured  a  very  honourable  capitulation.  - 
Her  religion,  her  municipal  and  commer- . 
ciallawff  and  privileges  were  fecured.  The 
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inhabitants  llkewife  fripulated,  that  no 
Rofiian  trader  fhould  dwell  within  the  ci- 
ty. The  only  cauic  to  .which  I  can  at- 
trifante  this  requeft,  is,  that  there  was  ac- 
tually no  room  for  ftrangers.  The  Ruf- 
fians liave  therefore  built  a.  wooden  village? 
in  the  neighbourhood,,  which  would,  no 
doubt,  prove  another  Trojan,  horfe,  were 
it  not  for.  die  reafons  juft  mentioned. 

1  had  not  yet  reftcd  my  feet  upon  Ruf- 
fian ground,  when  an  Officer  from  the 
Governor  waited  upon  me,  to  know  what 
intelligence  there  was  from  Denmark.  I 
informed  this  gentleman  of  the  fkirnrifh 
near  Gottenburg,  betwixt  the  Swedes  and 
Danes,  and  an  exprefs  was  inftantly  fen* 
off  to  the  Court  of  Peterfburg  with  the 
news.  Until  the  naval  victory  of  the  Ruf- 
fian fleet,  commanded  by  Admiral  Gceig, 
over  the  Swedilh  navy,' the  inhabitants  of 
Riga  and  Revel,  as  well  as  Peterfburg, 
were  apprehenfive  of  an  attack.  It  was 
the  very  beft  policy  in  the  Ruffian  Govern- 
ment, while  theie  cities  were  defencekfs, 
to 
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to  divert  the  Swedilh  forces  towards  Got- 
tenburg. 

Ruffia  certainly  did  not  expect  the  bold 
aflault  from  Guftavus:  but  that  hero, 
luckily  for  the  Ruffian  Empire,  who  had 
her  hands  filled  in  other  quarters,  either 
mifmanaged  his  affairs,  or  was  betrayed 
by  ins  Officers.  I  have  no  idea  that  the 
Swedes  could  have  conquered  the  Ruffian 
provinces  upon  the  Baltic ;  but  they  might 
have  laid  them  under  contribution :  they 
might  have  deftroyed  one  or  more  of  their 
cities,  and  among  thefe  Peteriburg. 

The  Swedes  muft  have  foon  retired  be- 
fore the  fuperior  force  of  Ruffia,  which, 
-when  collected,  is  equal  to  repel  every  in- 
vader: yet  the  difgrace  and  lofs,  even  of 
temporary  conqueft,  would  have  been  a 
hitter  tup  lor  Ruffia.  This  narrow  efcape 
will  in  future cautionthe  Ruffian  Govern- 
ment againft  leaving  their  capital  and  their 
frontiers  without  troops  to  defend  them : 
the  anxiety  and  hurry juft  nowdiftinguilh- 
I  able 
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able  in  drawing  an  army  to  the  Baltic 
mores,  is  a  proof  that  they  are  feniible  of 
the  danger  they  incurred  by  their  former 


Riga  is  not  a  large  town.    I  think  the 
inhabitants  are  calculated  at  twelve  thou- 
fand;  four-fifths  of  whom  are  Germans  i 
the  remainder,  Englifh,  Swedes,  French, 
and  other  nations.    The  fuburbs  contain 
nearly  as  many  more  inhabitants,  and  their 
number  daily  increases  with  Ruffians,  ia 
icarch  of  commerce.     It  is  the  refort  too, 
in  Winter,  of  the  Livonian  Nobles  and 
gentlemen,  and  at  this  feafon  there  is  a  ve- 
ry genteel  and  agreeable  fociety.     Count 
Vietinghoff  has  built  a  handfome  theatre 
and  afferably- rooms,  at  his  own  expence  r 
he  is  the  patron,  too,  of  the  rural  arts,  and 
has  feveral  extenfive  farms,  for  the  im- 
ilture.    This  Noblc- 
ilovcd  by  all,  and  in 
1  her  Imperial  Majef- 
1s  he  holds  an  exalted 
rank. 

Count 
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Count  Brown,  an  Irifhman,  Governor- 
General  of  Riga,  Revel,  and  Narva,  and 
of  the  provinces  of  Efthoma  and  Livonia, 
entered,  at  a  very  early  period,  into  the 
Ruffian  fervice,  in  which  he  has  now  turn- 
ed grey.  The  Count  has  undergone  every 
hardlhip  of  war.  Upwards  of  fifty  years 
ago,  in  the  war  with  Turkey,  he  was  taken 
priftmer,  and  fold  among  the  Turks  for  a 
flare.  He  was  redeemed  at  the  interference 
of  the  French  Ambaflador  at  the  Ottoman 
Court.  Catherine  II.  at  her  acceflion  to 
the  Throne,  found  many  Britons  in  both 
her  army  and  navy':  fhe  Continued  to  them 
the  favour  and  diftin&ion  which  they  had 
uniformly  received,  from  the  reign  of 
Alexis  Mfchaelowitz,  father  of  Peter  the 
Great,  and  placed  them  in  the  moft  ira- , 
^ortant  nations.  Raffia,  prior  to  the  reign 
of  Alexis,  had  little  intercourfe  with  the 
reft  of  Europe  j  indeed  it  was  then,  almoft 
entirely,  an  Afiatic  State.  Novogorod,  an  - 
inland  city,  and  not  far  diftant  from  Riga, 
upon  the  frontiers  of  the  Mofcovite 
empire,  role,  from  its  peculiarly  happy  fi- 
I  2  tuation, 
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tuation,  and  iii  fpite  of  the  ignorance  of 
defporifm,  at  an  early  period,  to  be  ranked 
among  the  Hanfe-towns.  It  was  the  rno- 
dium,  not  only  of  the  Ruffian,  but  of  the 
Indian  commerce.  Its  wealth  and  great- 
nefs  were  proverbial — "  Nought  can  be 
greater  than  God  and  Novogorod  1" 

To  this  mart  merchants  came  in  crowds 
from  every  corner  of  Europe.  The  revo- 
-lutioos,  occafioned  by  the  contefts  of  the 
Ruffian  Princes  who  difputed  for  empire, 
as  well  as  the  difcovcry  of  the  paflage  to 
India  by  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  over- 
turned Novogorod  ■,  and  the  conqueft  of 
Carelia,  Ingria,  and  Livonia,  in  the  pre- 
fent  century,  by  the  Ruffians,  completed 
its  deltruction,  by  affording  more .  conve- 
nient commercial  towns  at  the  mouths  oF 
the  Neva,  and  the  Dwina.    ' 

Archangel,  lying  upon  the  White  Sea, 
had  long  before  belonged  to  Ruffia.  It  was 
only  a  mean  fifhing  village,  and,  hemmed 
in  by  the  frozen  North  Sea,  fcemod  to.  for- 
bid 
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bid  every  attempt  to  hold  a  commercial 
ifttercoarfe  with  foreign  nations.  The 
Ruffians,  without  any  knowledge  of  na- 
vigation, never  thought  of  Archangel.  In 
the  reign  of  Elizabeth  of  England,  and 
of  John  II.  of  Ruffia,  a  finall  fquadron  was 
fitted  out  by  the  Englifh  Government,  under 
the  command  of  Commodore  Willoughby, 
to  make  difcoveries  to  the  north.  The 
Commodore'*  fhip,  with  every  perfon  on 
board  perifhed  in  thofe  inclement  lati- 
tudes :  one  only  of  the  fijuadroo,  after 
combating  with  dreadful  (terms,  was  dri- 
"ven  by  chance  into  the  Bay  of  Archangel. 
The  Ruffians  confidered  thofe  new  comers 
as  the  natives  of  another  world.  Intelli- 
gence loon  reached  the  Czar  John,  at  Mof- 
cow,  who  gave  orders  to  have  the  Officers 
conveyed  to  him,  that  he  might  examine 
in  perfon  from  what  part  of  the  earth  or 
ocean  they  had  come. 

Captain  Chancellor,  the  Matter,  had 

with  him  the  commiffion  of  his  Sovereign, 

Written  in  different  languages.    The  Czar 

1 3  was. 
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was  foon&tisfied}  and,  from  eonvsrfations 
which  palled  .between  the  Caar  and  the 
English,  by  the  affiftancc  of  foreigners  at 
Mofcow,  the  idea  of  commencing  a  cor- 
refpondence  directly  with  England  firft 
ftruck  the  Ruffian  nation.  Archangel  was 
yearly,  from  this  date,  frequented  by  Eng- 
lish mips  and  merchants.  John  corre- 
fponded,  by  letters,  with  our  Sovereigns! 
and,  anxious  to  encourage  this  firft  dawn 
of  foreign  trade,  which  had  never  before 
been  carried  on  directly  by  the  Ruffians, 
granted  uncommon  privileges  to  his  new 
allies. 

The  foreign  merchants  or  agents  at  No- 
vogorod,  which  it  ill  kept  up  its  head,  jea- 
lous of  this  new  channel  of  commerce,  did 
every  thing  in  their  power  to  duTuade  the 
Emperor  from  mowing  fuch  countenance 
to  the  Engtifh,  without  effect.  Archangel 
increafed  in  trade  and  wealth.  The  Ruf- 
fians, proud  of  this  new  opening,  crouded 
,  to  Archangel  with  their  commodities  j  and 
the  Engliih.  caofe  to  bring  the  Jiuflian 
.,  >  produce 
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produce  from  this  port,  however  dangerous 
the  navigation,  rather  than  fubmittopay 
the  higher  prices  put  upon  diem  by  the 
factors  at  Novogorod,  and  other  Hanfe- 
towns,  who  monopolized  the  Ruffian,  as 
well  as  moft  other  trades.  Thug,  thefirft 
dawn  of  our  connection  with  Ruflla  daily 
fpreading,  both  nations  fallible  of  its 
importance,  with  equal  akrtnefs  and  wil- 
lingncfs  entered  into  treaties  of  fricndfhlpw 
England  found  in  Ruffia  a  cormeclicKi 
which  rapidly  bore  her  up  to  a  fuperiority 
over  the  Hanie-towna,  who  were  not  on- 
ly great  in  trade,  but  in  naval  power.—- 
Ruffia  afforded  the  moft  favourite  articles 
to  Britons — the  materials  for  rendering 
their  navy  formidable  to  all  the  world  1 
Alexis,  the  fucoeffor  of  Ivan,  and  father 
of  Peter  I.  continued  that  friendly  inter*- 
courie  begun  by  Elisabeth  and  Ivan  II. 
Chariot  I.  corresponded  with  Alexis ;  this 
faminaf  intercom-fa  gave  rue  to  a  finocre 
ptribnal  attachment,  fa  foldom  found  a- 
mong  Kings  1  After  the  murder  of  the 
unfortunate  Charles,  a  number  of  Soots 
1 4  emi- 
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•migrated  to  Ruffia  j  and  hence  a  number 
of  Scottirti  furnames  are  found  among  the 
higher  ranks  of  the  Ruffians,  at  this  day. 
Thefe  refugees  entered  chiefly  into  the 
army,  and  greatly  contributed,  by  their 
knowledge  both  of  commercial  and  mili- 
tary'affairs,  to  the  aggrandizement  of  the 
empire  that  had  afforded  them  an  afylum. 
It  is  probable  that  they  gave  Alexis  the 
firft  idea  of  auertinghis  claims  to  the  pro- 
vinces upon  the  Baltic  It  is  not  to  be 
iuppoJed,  that  a  nation  juft  beginning  a 
direct  interconrfe  with  foreigners,  could 
have  a  j  uft  idea  of  what  fteps  were  neceflary 
to  increafe  their  commerce.  Befides,  the 
difficulty  to  be  furmounted  in  conquering 
fuch  valuable  provinces  from  the  Swedes, 
pollening  a  well-difciplined  army,  and  a 
ftrong  fleet — provinces  upon  whofe  fafe- 
ty  the  very  exiftence  of  Sweden  depended, 
could  not  be  furmounted,  even  in  idea, 
but  by  feme  perfons  whofe  knowledge  of 
the  blefllngs  of  commerce,  and  the  happy 
fituarion  of  thefe  countries,  faw  that  eve- 
ry thing  ought  to  be  hazarded  by  Ruffia, 
■  ■  in 
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in  procuring  what  alone  could  reader  far 
a  maritime  and  trading  power.  RinTta 
had  often  before  had  theie  provinces  lying 
at  her  mercy  i  but  a  want  of  this  know- 
ledge of  commerce,  made  her  indifferent 
about  the  dominion  over  lands,  in  no  way 
fo'  fruitful  as  the  vaft  regions  they  already 
poffefled. 

Even  Peter  the  Great  had  little  know- 
ledge of  that  machines  which  make  com- 
merce move,  and  fupport  ir.  He  muft 
have  had  this  matter  clearly  explained  to 
him,  before  he  ventured  his  life  and  his 
crown  in  fo  hazardous  an  undertaking,  in 
which  he  had  not  only  to  conquer  the  re- 
gular forces  of  an  ancient  and  brave  na- 
tion, with  a  mob  of  peafantry,  buttocon- 
quer,  too,  a  ftill  more  formidable  barrier, 
the  averfion  of-favagc  minds  to  civiliza- 
tion and  trade.  Peter  led  on  a  rabble,  un- 
willing to  fight,  againft  an  army  of  Charles 
XII.  of  Sweden,  the  greateft  hero  that  ever 
lived— -againft  an  army  flufhed  with  re- 
cent victory  over  their  moft  inveterate  and 
powerful 
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powerful  enemies,  the  Danes— -an  army 
trembling  with  contempt  at  the  Ruffian 
Emperor's  attack*  and  who  drove  before 
them  50,000  Mofcovites  with  5,000  Swe-» 
difli  troops,  at  the  firft  onfet !  Charles 
XII.  committed  one  fault,  which  loft  him 
all  his  fame,  and  the  beft  part  of  his  king- 
dom. He  defpifed  his  enemies,  and  ex* 
pofal  himfelf,  upon  every  occafion,  to 
fight  under  every  difadvantage.  He  had 
feveral  foes  to  contend  with,  whofc  armies, 
feparately,  were  more  numerous  than  his. 
He  imprudently  divided  his  army,  to  or>- 
pofe  them  Ieparately,  and  at  a  great  dis- 
tance from  each  other.  The  confoquences 
which  happened  were  naturally  to  be  ex- 
pecked.  Charles  XII.  had  he  kept  his 
brave  Swedes  together,  would  have  gained 
all  the  victories  he  did  gain,  and  without 
being  himfelf  at  laft  defeated ;  he  would 
have  preferved  his  kingdom,  and  made  pof- 
tarity  venerate  his  name  1  Qua  falfe  Aep 
ruiiled  him;,  and  the  world,  which  for 
ever  judges  by  the  fuccefs  of  enterprise* 
and  deem  misfortune  invariably  the  effect 
of 


3,g,1,zedbyG00gte 


(   »s  ) 

of  folly  or  of  madnefs,  have  conflgned  his 
memory  to  pity,  or  to  derifion,  either  of 
which  muft  be  equally  galling  to  his- 
mighty  (hade  \  ■  Peter  I.  built  his  new  ca- 
pital upon  the  ruins  of  Sweden.  No  won- 
der that  the  Swedes  continue  to  behold, 
with  the  keeneft  anguifti,  the  decided  fu- 
'  periority  attained  by  Ruflla,  erected  upon 
fuch  foundations. 

In  the  year  1769,  Count  Brown  was 
ordered  to  procure  from  England  a  num- 
ber of  naval  officers,  for  the  Ruffian  fleet 
then  fitting  out  for  an  expedition  to  the' 
Mediterranean.  Among  thofe  engaged  by 
the  Count  was  Lieutenant  Greig,  the  pre- 
fent  Admiral  in  Chief,  and  Governor  of 
Cronftadt,  the  Portfinouth  of  Ruffia.  The 
Count  ftill  boafts  of  his  celebrated  recruit, 
and  records,  at  his  table,  the  burning  of 
the  Turkifh  navy,  atchieved  by  this  fon 
in  war.  The  Count  is  a  very  plain  man, 
attentive  and  ardent  in  the  duties  of  his 
office,  notwithstanding  the  advanced  pe- 
riod of  his  life;  fond  of  his  countrymen, 
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including  Englifh  and  Scots,  as  well  at 
Irifh,  with  all  of  whom  he  aflociates  as 
much  as  his  duties  will  permit.  The  Bri- 
tifh  Tars,  who  are  not  the  moft  punctual 
in  paying  that  reipect  which  is  rigoroufly 
demanded  by  Military  Governments,  fome- 
times  commit  miftakcs,  and  are  brought 
before  the  Count's  tribunal.  An  Englifh 
Shipmaster  had  entered  the  Dwina  in  a 
ftorm,  and  run  his  Ihip  up  to  Riga,  with- 
out taking  any  notice  of  the  Ruffian  for- 
trefs  of  Bulderow.  He  was  taken  before 
the  Governor,  to  anfwer  for  this  neglect. 
The  Count  being  difpofed  to  think  it  had 
proceeded  from  ignorance,  afked  the  Ship- 
matter,  if  ever  he  had  been  in  Riga  be-  ' 
fore  ?  No.  Did  you  fee  nothing  in  your 
paffage  up  the  Dwina,  which  feemcd  to 
require  a  mark  of  refpefr,  by  lowering 
your  top-fails,  and  hoifting  your  flag,  as 
you  mud  have  been  accuftomed  to  do  in 
paffing  the  the  Sound  ?— — Don  Quixote 
miftook  an  inn  for  a  caftlc  j  and  Voltaire 
complained,  that  many  of  his  vifitors  mif- 
took his  caftle  for  an  inn.  The  honeft 
Captain 
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Captain  fell  into  another  blunder,  of  ano- 
ther kind,  and  conceived  the  Imperial  for- 
tress of  Bulderow,  with  its  earthen  ram' 
parts,  and  ccntry-boxes,  to  be  a  church* 
a  church-yard,  and  tomb-ftones!  The 
Count,  in  a  violent  fit  of  laughter,  was 
hardly  able  to  pronounce  the  pardon  of  the 
Shipmafter,  unikillcd  in  fcarps  and  coun- 
terfcarps.  It  would  appear,  that  the  great 
men  in  Ruffia  are  all  farmers ;  his  Excel- 
lency Count  Brown  cultivates  his  own 
eftates  in  Livonia,  and  he  has  taken  charge, 
too,  of  Admiral  Greig's,  lately  prefented 
to  him  by  her  Imperial  Majefty,  as  a  re- 
ward for  the  Admiral's  gallant  conduct  in 
the  recent  victory  over  the  Swedes. 

Catherine  II.  does  not  only  meafure  out 
an  ell  of  ribbon  to  her  Knights,  but  mea- 
fures  out  to  them,  befides,  a  mile,  a  league. 
or  even  a  degree  of  latitude  of  acres.  The 
fcale  of  hex  bounty  is  magnificent  as  that. 
of  her  empire. 
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LETTER  XII. 


Of  the  Ruffians — Of  the  Germans,  the  Beauty' 
of  their  Women—-  Ma  fquerade  at  Riga— 
Of  the  German  Mufic — Cufi&rfis  and  Man- 
ners of  the  Germans — Of  the  tthertjwina 
and  Harbour  of  Riga. 


Riga,  Oflober,  1788. 

Wherever  I  travel,  my  firft  inquiries- 
relate  to  the  cuftoms,  manners,  and  araufe- 
ments  of  the  people,  by  which  alone  their 
real  characters  are  to  be  eftim&ted.  Man, 
driven  by  neceffity,  rather  than  by  choice, 
to  divers  profeiHons  of  life,  cannot  be 
fairly  drawn  while  covered  with  thofe 
mafqnes:  but  in  his  amufements  he  is 
naked,  and  a  good  painter  has  then  no- 
difficulty  in  delineating  his  figure!. 

Accuftomed  to  the  manners  of  the  Danes, 

I  do  not  find  fo  much  novelty  here  as  I 

expected. 
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expected.  Indeed,  this  is  the  third  time 
I  have  refted  my  feet  upon  the  great  con- 
tinent of  Europe,  and  taken  a  peep  of  the 
natives.  I  do  not  confider  myfelf  as  yet 
arrived  in  Rufiia  :  Riga  is  chiefly  inha- 
bited by  Germans.  The  Ruffians  will  be 
quite  a  new  people  to  me ;  as  much  fo  as 
if  they  were  inhabitants  of  the  other  world: 
in  drefs,  in  figure,  in  language  and  reli- 
gion, they  entirely  differ  from  all  the  other 
European  nations.  I  can  fee  a  few  of 
them  in  the  ftreets,  walking  about  in  their 
fheep  ikins  and  long  beards.  They  are 
ftrangers  in  this  new  corner  of  their  em- 
pire. They  are  only  beginning  to  pitch 
their  tents  upon  the  lhores  of  the  Baltic. 
Peter  I.  drove  them  out  of  their  woods, 
to  breathe  the  fea  air  upon  the  coafts  of 
the  Finland  and  Livonian  Gulphs.  My 
ears,  which  will  never  bear  the  German, 
are  at  once  reconciled  to  the  foftnefs  of 
the  Ruffian  language.  The  fpeaker  of 
this  feems  to  depend  much  upon  his  arms, 
to  convey  his  full  meaning.  A  Ruffian, 
while  converting,  tones  about  his  hands 
like-a  field  preacher. 


Afo- 
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A  foreigner,  in  order  not  fo  be  preju* 
diced  at  firft  fight  againft  die  Mofcovites, 
rauft  panels  a  confiderable  degree  of  apa- 
thy, or  at  leaft  of  patience.  Their  drefs 
is  uncouth,  their-  manners  aukward,  if 
not  barbarous ;  and  every  third  perfon  you 
meet  is  drunk.  I  will  not  therefore  give 
way  to  firft  impreffions :  have  patience 
with  me  until  I  have  refided  for  fame  lime 
in  Ruflia,  and  I  promiie  a  faithful  portrait 
of  the  children  of  Peter,  for  whofe  fake  I 
am  difpofed  to  think  the  beft  of.  them. 
Virgil  has  put  me  already  to  the  expence 
of  purchafing  a  fur  cloak.  His  description 
of  a  Scythian  Winter,  at  the  firft  fall  of 
Ihow,  fent  me  to  a  farrier's  (hop.  The 
Rigans  are  putting  in  their  double  win- 
dows, and  brufliing  up  the  fkins  of  die 
Wolf  and  Sable.  The  Germans  are  gene- 
rally deicribed  as  a  grave,  phlegmatic  peo- 
ple} but  reverfing  the  order  of  animal  na- 
ture, they  revive  in  the  cold  feafon  of  the 
year.  The  Livonian  gentry  are  now  in 
town,  and  the  aflemblage  of  beauty  and 
elegance  is  far  beyond  what  I  expected  to 
meet 
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meet  with  -here.  Perhaps  there  is  no  town 
in  Europe  of  its  fize  that  contains  fo  ma- 
ny handfbme  women  as  Riga.  I  noticed, 
however j  with  regret,  that  rouge  formed  a 
component  part  of  their  beauty.  The 
Germans  are  fond  of  pomp,  and  there  are 
few  among  them  who  do  not  live  fully  to 
the  extent  of  their  incomes.  I  have  been 
at  the  nVft  maf  ijuerade  ball  given  this  Win- 
ter^ I  went  in  the  morning  to  procure  a 
ticket; — "  but  you  muft  have  two,"  faid 
the  retailer  of  thefe  pleafure  permits,  "  or 
'  you  cannot  fup."  To  eat,  is  a  principal 
part  jof  a  German,  as  well  as  of  in  Eng- 
Ufh  entertainment ;  fo  this  but  coft  me 
another  dollar.  My  eagernefs  to  fee  a  po- 
lite alfembly  under  the  Pole,  brought  me 
an  hour  too  foon :  this,  however,  gave  me 
an  opportunity  of  furveying  the  company 
as  they  entered— thofc  who  came  to  laugh, 
or  to  be  laughed  at.  The  great  people,  as 
ufual,  played  at  cards ;  and  the  jocund 
and  gay  danced,  and  went  about  diftri- 
buting  their  jefts  among  the  fober  Dorai- 
nos.  Nuns  and  wanton  Widows,  Old 
K  Maids 
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Maids  and  Coquettes,  Harlequins,  Dutch 

Skippers,  and  Ballad  Singers. There 

goes  a  Polander,  followed  by  a  Prufllan,  a 
Mofcovite,  and  an  Auftrian,  at  all  of  whom 
he  fquints,  with  a  watchful  eye.  There 
is  a  fmart  Ruffian  Girl,  playing  at  hazard 
with  a  couple  of  Turks.  There  is  one  at- 
tempting to  be  a  Wit,  and  another  to  a£t 
the  Fool :  furely  wit  and  madnefs  are  nearly 
allied,  for  one  cannot  tell  which  is  which, 
in  thefe  two  candidates.  Here  is  a  For- 
tune-teller ;  a  Young  Beau,  with  a  long 
beard — 0,  fortunate  puer!  he  has  got  hold 
of  the  hand  of  the  prettieft  girl  in  the 
aflembly :  I  dp'  not  well  underftand  Ger- 
man -,  he  certainly  tells  her  to  be  virtuous, 
and  that  every  good  thing  will  follow  of 
courfe.  An  Old  Man  totters  upon  the 
brink  of  the  grave.  Is  age — is  death  a 
proper  fubjeft  of  ridicule?  Let  us  jeft 
with  the  frailty  of  mortals,  yet  fpare  mor- 
tality itfelf!  When  the  firft  fubjeft  is 
exhaufted,  we  (hall  then  permit  Yorick's 
fkull  to  be  held  up,  for  the  amufcment  of 
the  humane  company. 

From 
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From  the  prevailing  difoofition  to  ridi- 
cule folly,  one  would  imagine  the  world 
to  be  advancing,  at  a  great  rate*  in  wifdom 
and  virtue.  Never  was  there  an  age  in 
which  folly  and-  vice  were  more  ftiarply 
infpe&ed,  or  more  wittily  ridiculed.  But,' 
alas  1  while  every  man  carries  before  him 
the  budget  of  his  neighbour's  follies,  none 
has  the  penetration  or  the  courage  to  pre- 
sent his  own.  Hence,  the  dullnefs  of 
mafquerade,  as  well  as  the  greater  part  of 
dramatic  performances.  What  dramatifts, 
and' what  mimics,  if  they  would  only  ca- 
ricature their  own  defects  or  extravagan- 
cies! 

'  The  fignal  for  nipper  is  thrown  out 
from  the  gallery — tranlparent  letters  in- 
form the  company,  that  thofe  who  have 
tickets  for  the  mil  courfe,  may  file  off  to 
the  right.  I  am  lotted  betwixt  Diana  and 
the  Venus  de  Medicis :  "  Grace  was  in  all 
their  flaps,"— 1  had  fcori  them  dance — 
"  Heaven  in  their  eyes,"— I  had  feen  them 
ogling :  yes,  my  dear  Sir,  Diana  almoft 
killed  a  ftrong  German  with  a  fide  glance; 
Ki  he 
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be  reeled,  and  in  reeling  he  trod  upon  my 
ten.  I  forgot  to  help  royfelf,  and  the 
Waiter  paffed  me :  the  point  of  my  (hoe, 
juft  at  that  moment,  roWbed  againft  Ve. 
nus's  flipper.  This  fcrved  for  the  firft 
difh— :S0d  had  lijch  accidents  happened 
every  courfe.  I  (bould  haye  fupped,  like 
Saneho  Pancho  in  his  government  kwfc. 
The  German  roufic  enchants  rae.  It  would 
he  imprudent  in  the  rood  rigid  Platonift 
t»  dance  at  a  German  ball,  where  the  eye. 
and  the  ear  are  both  fo  mviflud.  where  foch 
fweet  founds  from  the  orcheftra  give  new 
pleafure  tp  the  fight  pf  lovely  females,  and 
both  to  thought.  There  were  prefent  at 
this  mafquerade  fome  of  the  firft  ranks ; 
and  ftars  and  ribbons,  the  mafques  of  a 
Court,  were  fported  in  different  comers  qf 
the  rooms.      '.  .     .  . 

The  public  alfembries  are  frequent,  and 
conducted  by  an  afibciation  of  the  gentle- 
men of  Riga,  But  in  eve0  private  heme 
throughout  Germany  there  is,  during  the 
continuance  of  ice  and  mow,  g  dance,  or 
a  concert,  three  or  four  times  a  week.- — 
Every 
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Every  German,  male  and  fcmafej  can  per- 
form upon  fomc  mufical  itiftrument  ot 
other :  and  wherever  they  meet,  the)'  in- 
ftinctfvely  look  around  them  in  fearch  of  a 
violin,  a  flute,  or  a  piano  forte.  The  matter 
of  the  feaft,  if  there  be  any  ftranger  in 
his  houfe,  makes  him  an  offer  of  his  bed 
violin,  and  is  thunderltruck  if  the  gueft  is 
ignorant  of  fa,  la,  mi.  A  German  is' fel- 
dom  without  a  fiddle  or  a  pipe  in  his 
hand.  He  haftes'  from  bufy  fceries  to  his 
family  at  home,  undreffes,  and  wrapping 
himfelf  up  in  his  night-cap  and  night- 
gown, feizes  his  pipe,  and  fits  down,  like 
a  demi-god,  in  a  cloud  of  his  own  railing. 
ft  he  is  again  called  out,  it  is  with  evi- 
dent chagrin  that  he  parts  with  his  to- 
bacco and  'flippers :  he  is,  at  t>.is  time, 
uncommonly  flow  in  his  motions ;  but  • 
when  he  returns  to  his  chamber,  his  wig 
and  coat  are  off  in  a  twinkling,  and  his 
night-cap  returned.  With  all  this,  he  is 
very  polite,  and  the  night-cap  is  pulled 
off  to  every  vifitor.  But  the  vifitor  fome- 
times  does  not  perceive  this  mark  of  ci- 
vility, as  the  night-cap  is  frequently  hid 
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in  the  Jmoke.  An  univerfal  civility,  in- 
deed, efpecially  to  the  ladies,  whom  no 
gentleman  partes,  known  or  unknown, 
without  laluting  them,  prevails  through- 
out the  whole  of  this  country. 

The  Winter  approaches  faft.  The  nor- 
thern firmament  is  in  a  ftateof  confuuon. 
While  I  reft  in  bed,  I  hear  the  ftorm,  and 
commiferate  the  fituation  of  mariners.  Se- 
veral Brit'ifli  fhips  are  yet  in  the  river), 
taking  in  cargoes  of  timber,  flax,  and 
hemp,  for  London  and  other  ports.  The 
river  Dwina  affords  a  fafe  and  noble  har- 
bour for  fhipping;  but,  like  molt  other  ri- 
vers, it  has  a  dangerous  bar  at  its  mouth ; 
and  its  banks,  formed  entirely  of  loofe 
fand,  are  fupported,  near  Riga,  by  a  fort 
of  bafltet-work  of  brufh-wood :  there  is 
no  proper  foundation  for  building  ftone 
piers— the  current  would  foon  undermine 
every  fuch  erecrlon.  With  all  thefe  incon- 
veniences, Riga  is,  in  commerce  and  in 
wealth,  the  firft  port  of  the  Baltic. 
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LETTER  XIII. 

Death  of  Admiral  Greig— Anecdote*  of  this 
great  man. 

Riga,  Oa.  1788. 

1  am  the  moft  unfortunate  being  exist- 
ing I  This  morning  an  exprefs  arrived 
from  Revel,  with  an  account  of  the  death 
of  Admiral  Greig.  I  had  heard  of  his  re- 
covery from  a  late  illnefs  only  two  days 
ago.  This  fad  intelligence  has  ftruck  a 
damp  in  every  heart.  My  hopes  are  now 
blafted.  I  will  poft  to  Revel  inftantly,  to 
pay  the  laft  duty  to  the  memory  of  this 
hero.  r 

The  Admiral  had  undergone  great  fa- 
tigue in  expediting  the  fleet  from  Cron- 
ftadt :  he  faw  every  thing  done  himfelf, 
and  attended  often  from  four  in  the  morn- 
K  4  ing 
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ing  till  ten  o'clock  at  night.  He  was  feized 
with  a  putrid  fever,  on  board,  foon  after 
the  engagement  with  the  Swedes,  but  up- 
on no  account  would  he  quit  his  ftation, 
and  go  on  fhore.  He  has  died  a  willing 
viclim  in  the  fervice  of  Ruffia.  In  the  firft 
battle,  many  of  his  Captains  deferred  him : 
he  did  not  know  whom  to  truft,  and  he 
kept  himfelf  the  command,  until  death  tore 
him  from  it.    Adieu. 
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LETTER  XrV. 


journey  along  the  Coafi  of  the  Cuiph  ef  U- 
vmia — Defert  Appearance  eftbe  Country 
— Manner  of  "Travelling — -Manner  of 
Croffing  the  Rivers,  wbieh  are  without 
Bridges  or  Boats — Pqft-boufes. 


Lironia,  Nor.  1788., 

1  left  Riga  two  days  ago.  After  driving 
over  a  fandy  defert,  I  arrived  in  fight  of 
the  firft  poft-houfe,  pleafantly  fituated  up- 
on the  banks  of  a  {mail  river.  The  poftU- 
Uon  applied  his  horn  to  his  mouth,  and 
gave  notice  to  the  Poftmafter  of  our  ap- 
proach to  the  borders  of  his  dominions : 
we  could  not  advance  further,  until  the 
wooden  raft  was  fent  for  us  and  our  caval- 
ry. We  landed  fafc,  and  the  Poftmafter 
.  and  his  wife  very  kindly  invited  me  to  dine 
with  them.  The  Livonian  woods  begin 
now 
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now  to  fpread  around,  and  flrirt the  flioret 
of  the  gulph,  along  which  the  road  lies 
towards  Revel.  .Were  the  trees  in  the  fo- 
refts  longer,  I  mould  imagine  myfelf  in  the 
wilds  of  South  America  j  but  their  diminu- 
tive fize  reminds  me  of  their  vicinity  to 
the  Artie  Circle.  I  am  wandering  along 
the  dreary  coaft  of  the  Baltic :  the  night 
clofes  around  me,  and  I  hear  diflin&ly  the 
roaring  furge. 

The  poft-horn  again  founds  a  charge, 
and  informs  me  that  my  lodgings  are  at 
hand.  The  Poftmafter  is  furprifed  when 
he  hears  my  intention  of  flaying  until  the 
morning  j  for  it  is  the  cuftom  of  travellers, 
in  thefe  countries,  to  go  on  day  and  night. 
Alas  I  I  (hall  be  at  Revel  too  late,  let  me 
hafteeverfomuch.  In  the  morning  1  pro- 
ceeded: the  vehicle  broke  down  in  a  lonely 
part  of- the' wood,  where  no  afliftance  was 
to  bo  had :  T  therefore  trudged  away  up- 
on foot,  leaving  the  poftilhon  to  do  his 
beft  with  the  crazy  machine.  Indeed  it  is 
fhameful  that  better  ones  are  not  kept  by 
the 
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the  Poftmafters :  the  expence  of  building 
them  cannot  be  great — they  confift  entire- 
ly of  timber,  and  even  the  wheels  are  not 
bound  with  iron.  The  poft-waggon  from 
Riga  overtook  us.  My  poft  illion  defcribed 
our  difafter,  and  endeavoured  to  prevail 
with  the  ftubborn  German  to  take  me  with 
him.  "No — the  poft  could  not  be  Hopped 
a  moment :  the  bufinefs  of  the  nation  was 
not  to  be  impeded  by  the  miihaps  of  va- 
grant travellers:" — if  they  had  not  mo- 
ney, 1  fuppofe  he  meant  to  have  added; 
for  no  fooner  had  a  filver  ruble  difplaycd 
its  charms  in  the  fun  beams,  than  your 
humble  fervant  obtained  permiflion  to  feat, 
himfelf  befide  a  man  in  office.  At  the  next 
poft-houfe,  of  Alt  Salis,  I  procured  a  ma* 
chine,  a  kind  of  plank  retting  upon  four 
wheels,  called  a  troiky ;  and,  having  drank 
my  coffee,  I  continued  my  journey;  the 
Poftmaftcr  fhaking  his  head  at  the  te- 
merity of  an  Anglelander,  as  the  Germans 
call  us,  driving  through  Ruffian  woods 
in  November,  unattended,  and  ignorant 
of  the  language.  Travelling  through  thefc 
countries, 
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countries,  at  this  feafon,  the  froft  not  yet 
having  fet  in,  is  extremely  difagreeable. 
There  are  no  roads  that deferve the  name; 
—I  am  dragged  about,  from  poft-houfe 
to  poft-houfe,  amidft  the  dirt,  and  bespat- 
tered by  every  eoach-horfe  that  panes  me." 
We  had  not  drove  three  verfts,  when  I  be- 
held my  friend  the  Poftman  in  diftreft— 
his  waggon  broke  down,  and  his  letter- 
bags  fcattered  about.  He  came  up  to  my 
vehicle,  in  which,  without  ceremony,  h$ 
feated  himfelf.  Was  it  the  fpread  eagle 
upon  his  breaft,  or  the  recollection  of  fi- 
milar  obligations,  that  gave  him  this  air? 
of  confcious  worth  f  Be  that  as  it  may, 
I  had  the  honour  of  conveying,  at  my  ex- 
pence,  her  Imperial  Majefty's  Officer  tq 
the  next  port  of  Sea  Salis. 

There  are  no  bridges  over  the  rivers  in 
Livonia :  the  paflengers  are  carried  over 
on  fmall  rafts  of  trees,  which  are  pulled 
from  one  fide  to  the  other*  by  means  of  a 
rope  fixed  to  poles  truck  in  the  banks.  I 
left  Sea  Salis,  and  again  entered  the  forefts. 
Ipro- 
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I  procured  a  kabitka,  a  kind  of  covered 
waggon,  which  was  no  fmall  luxury,  as  it 
began,  towards  evening,  to  rain.  We  drove 
along  the  Ihore  a  part  of  this  ftage :  the 
folemn  murmur  of  the  furge,  after  the  late 
gales — the  hoarfe  cawing  of  the  rooks— 
the  lowing  of  cattle — the  echo  of  the 
woods,  footbed  melancholy  and  reflection. 
A  I avonian  villager  tended  her  cows  near 
the  beach ;  flie  was  featcd  under  a  thick 
branching  tree,  andfung,  to  cheer  the  dull 
hours. 

Night  draws  her  curtain.  I  am  hur- 
ried through  the  forefts :  the  lights,  dart- 
ing from  the  cottages  among  the  trees, 
direct  our  way.  The  rooks  proclaim  a 
ftorm.  I  fit  down,  in  a  forrowful  mood, 
at  the  poft-houfe,  to  write  to  you.  There 
is  nothing  but  a  bench  in  the  room,  for 
the  weary  traveller  to  reft  himfelf ;  and 
the  inhabitant  looks  as  if  he  were  deprived 
of  it  by  my  arrival :  he  little  knows,  that 
were  it  a  bed  of  flowers,  it  could  not  huih 
my  foul  to  fleep.    Thefe  ihores  are  almoft 
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Uninhabitable :  here  is  nothing  feen  but 
forefts  or  fandy  waftes.  The  accounts 
given  of  Livonia  by  travellers  muft  be  fa- 
bulous, or  elfe  the  inland  parts  muft  be  of 
a  very  different  foil  from  that  which  I 
have  feen.  I  have  opened  my  ftores  to  the 
people  of  the  houfe — they  are  all  bowing 
to  me  :  they  offered  to  me  fome  brown 
cruft  and  milk,  in  exchange  for  my  bran- 
dy, which  I  have  accepted. 
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LETTER  XV. 

journey  to  and  arrival  at  Pernaw,  a  forti* 

■    fed  Town — Army  of  Charles  XII. 

Siege  of  Narva  and  Riga— -Trade  of  Per- 
naw—Anecdote  of  the  only  Briton  who  re- 
fides  at  Pernaw — The  IJvonian  Peajan- 
try — The  Province  ofEjibonia — State  of 
Cultivation. 


Efthonia,  Nov.  17S8. 

I  left  my  humble  lodgings  early  in  the 
morning.  The  road  ftill  continues  through 
fands  and  woods,  I  find  nothing  like  cul- 
tivation from  Riga  to  PernaWj  a  few  fpots 
excepted,  and  hardly  worth  excepting.— 
The  wretched  huts,  and  even  thofe  thinly 
ftrewcd,  feem  but  an  additional  Ihelter  to 
beafts.  The  poft-houfes  alone  indicate 
that  human  beings  exift.  In  all  this  jour- 
ney, too,  I  faw  but  one  wild  animal,  a 
kind 
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kind  of  deer,  which  ftarted  from  its  feat, 
and  bounded  into  the  woodlands.  I  was 
happy  to  find  near  the  fhore  a  fmall  neat 
dwelling,  with  offices,  painted  red :  it  is 
poffible  even  here  to  live  comfortably,  and 
any  where,  when  cleanlinefs  is  combined 
with  good  tafte.  A  garden  fpread  itfclf  be- 
hind, not  five  acres,  yet  large  enough  to 
fupply  the  family  with  greens  and  other 
roots.  Indeed,  five  acres  of  cleared  ground 
would  be  an  immenfe  trait  in  thofc  regions : 
where  the  bleating  of  flocks  is  as  feldora 
heard  as  the  chirping  fcythe. 

As  we  approach  Pernaw,  the  eye  is  re- 
frcihed  with  die  fight  of  an  open  plain  j ' 
and  the  Gulph  of  Livonia  wafhes  the  fiu> 
rounding  landscape. 

Pernaw  is  fituated  upon  the  river  of  the 
fame  name,  where  it  enters  the  gulph.  It 
is  ftrongly  fortified.  Charles  XII.  in  the 
war  with  Peter  I.  landed  his  army  of  twenty 
thoufand  men  here,  and  marched  from 
Pernaw  to  Narva  with  about  five  thoufand, 
with 
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with  which  he  furprifed  and  defeated  the 
Ruffian  army,  confiding  of  near  fifty  thou- 
£md  troops,  but  men  unskilled  in  the  art 
of  war.  Riga  was  at  the  fame  time  be- 
fieged  by  a  Polilh  army,  commanded  by 
the  Duke  of  Courland.  Charles  had  a 
more  violent  ftruggle  in  railing  this  fiege 
than  that  of  Narva;  but  he  fucceeded  in 
driving  the  Poles  before  him. 

Charles,  flufhed  with  victory,  and  dread- 
ing no  danger  from  flying  enemies,  left  a 
very  inconfiderable  number  of  forces  to 
protect  Livonia,  which  was  foon  overrun 
with  'Ruffian  troops.  The  Swedes  were 
defeated  in  their  turn  by  the  Ruffians,  and 
Narva  andother  places  taken  from  them. 

Riga,  Pernaw,  Revel,  and  Narva,  are 
at  no  great  difiance  from  each  other, 
and  compofe  the  chief  barriers  of  the 
Ruffian  Empire,  upon  this  fide.  Pernaw 
is  a  very  fmall  town,  and  has  not  much 
commerce.  The  river  is  very  inconfide- 
rable, its  courfe  being  confined  to  the  pro- 
L  vince 
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vince  which  gives  it  biHh.  The  exports 
of  ferhaw  ait  corrfcquently  limited  to  the 
produce  of  Livonia. 

t  obferved  feverai  butch  Ihlps,  Lubeek- 
ers  and  others,  in  the  harbour,  loading 
corn,  flair,  and  timber.  Very  few  Britiih 
ffiips  come  here  j  and  but  one  Briton  re> 
fides  within  the  walls  of  the  town. 

Mr.  Addifon  fomewhere  obferves,  that 
if  an  inhabitant  of  this  globe  mould  meet 
a  fori  of  earth  in  the  moon,  lie  would  con- 
lider  him  as  his  countryman,  and  forget 
ceremony  in  the  introduction.  I  ran  di- 
rectly to  the  houfe  of  my  friend :  it  was 
a  new  world  where  there  were  'only  two 
Britons  1  This  gentleman  has  been  only 
eleven  months  from  England,  and  in  Per- 
naw,  yet  fpeaks  the  German  language  flu- 
ently, and  without  having  had  the  aflift- 
ance  of  a  matter',  i  wondered  at  his  pro- 
ficiency :  he  faid  it  was  no  Way  ftrange, 
for  he  had  not  converted  With  an  Enghftr- 
inan  fince  he  arrived,  and  wa3  obliged  to 
talk 


3,g,lEed  by  GoOgle 


(  w  ) 

tdi  Cjem^m !  This  will  fcivc  in jijo  place 
of  tea  chapters  upon  education,  and  the 
moft  expeditious  methods  of  learning  fo- 
reign languages.  I  drank  my  coffee  with 
the  Ang(o-Gersaap,  and  proceeded  upon 
my  journey.  My  pafs-port  was  demanded 
a  fecond  tune,  as  J  left  the  garrifon.  No 
peifon  can  take  an  airing  through  Ruffia 
fans  ordre  de  la  topgrotrice,  u>  .which  is  in- 
ferred his  name,  profeflion,  and  titles. 

The  raft  which  carried  meacrofs  the  river 
Perifi»»  was  funk  under  water,  by  the  num- 
ber of  Livonian  pealants,  and  their  carts, 
who  ccouded  upon  it.  Thefe  ite  a  poor 
looking  people,  cloathed  in  the  c.oarfeft 
manner..  1  had  not  before  heard  the  lan- 
guage fpoken :  it  is  not  at  all  pleafing  to 
the  ear. 

fhe  river  Pernaw  is  the  .boundary  be- 
tween the  Defcrt  and  Paradife.  When  I 
arriwd  upon  the  north  fide,  I  entered  a 
finely  cultivated  country.  I  now  quitted 
thelhoresoftheLivonianGulph,andjour- 
L  z  neyed 
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neyed  through  the  inland  parts  of  the  pro* 
vince  of  Efthonia,  which  lead  to  Revel,  fi- 
tuated  upon  theoppofite  ftiore  of  theGulph 
of  Finland ;  Efthonia  forming  an  ifth'mus 
between  them.  The  Poftmafters  are  aH 
Germans,  and  very  civil,  if  travellers  are 
fo  to  them:  but  as  their  office  is  deemed 
by  themfelves  of  great  importance  and  (fig1- 
nity,  they  expect  a  return  of  good  man- 
ners. In  journeying  through  Efthonia, , 
the  eye  is  agreeably  relieved  with  alternate 
landscapes  of  cultivation  and  farm-houfes, 
of  woodlands  and  rivers.  But  the  country 
js  uniformly  level :  a  dead  filence  reigns : 
no  roaring  cataract  from  a  mountain's 
brow ;  the  water  fleeps  in  its  even  chan- 
nel. This  province  has  evidently  been 
gained  from  the  fea.  The  month  of  No- 
vember is  not  the  feafon  to  judge  of  a 
country  by  its  appearance  j  efpecially  a 
country  bordering  the  frozen  ocean.  The 
land,  however,  feems  deferving  of  more 
careful  hufbandmen.  Rural  cultivators 
here  do  not  attend  to  the  formation  of  in- 
clofures,  which  might  be  made  of  the  ftones 
which  encumber  the  ground,  in  the  fame 
manner 
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manner  as  in  certain  counties  in  England, 
as  well  as  Scotland.9  I  noticed,  that  the 
fnrmcr,  in  many  instances,  ploughed  around 
the  (tones,  rather  than  be  at  the  trouble  of 
removing  them. 

There  are  few  gentlemen's  feats  to  be 
feen ;  and  theie  confifl  of  a  wooden,  or 
partly  brick  building  of  one  ftory.  The 
farm-boufes  are  numerous,  and  are  all 
mean  looking  huts  of  wood. 

The  roads  are,  owing  to  the  late  rains, 
very  bad.  I  travel  (lowly,  yet  I  am  not 
impatient.  I  fee  every  traveller  in  the 
fame  kind  of  waggon  with  mine,  dragged 
by  northern  popies  through  the  mire.  The 
peafants  affift  their  horfes  in  extricating 
the  wheels  of  their  carriages,  every  inftant 
buried  in  mud,  and  ill  calculated  for  fuch 
roads,  being  made  very  low.  The  poft- 
houfes  are  fituated  at  about  twelve  miles 
diftance  from  each  other,  and  each  has  a 
room  appropriated  for  the  reception  of  tra- 
L'  3  vellers, 

*  Sec  Captain  Newte'sTour,  p.  25,  juftly  celebrated 
a*  the  moft  pleating,  as  well  as  philosophical  Tour  in 
Britain,  yet  known. 
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vellers,  gratis.  Here,  the  weary  wanderer, 
in  cold  weather,  places  his  back  againft  the 
ftove,  lights  his  pipe,  unties  his  Wallet,  and 
refreshes  himfelf  with  bread  and  ch'eefe. 

Every  traveller  carries  his  provifions, 
from  the  Prince  in  gold'lace  to  the  Boor 
in  ftraw  fhoes.  The  ponVhouits  do  'Ubt 
afford  much  accommodation,  as  it  is  not 
required:  few  travellers  ftop,  but  for 
horfes.  After  a  tedious  day's  jourtiey  to 
a  poft-houie  within  a  few  ftages  of  Revel, 
croffing  rivulets  fwelled  With  the  rains, 
twice  overturned  in  the  mire,  and  other 
circumfiances  of  fuch  voyages,  I  am  at  laft 
under  cover.  There  is  only  one  bed-room 
and  one  bed  m  the  home:  if  there  were 
two  beds,  I  mould  chearfully  give  up  the 
one  next  the  fire  to  the  landlady :  the  land- 
lord is  from  home :  what  is  to  be  done  ? 
Why,  I  have  given  a  glafs  of  brandy  to  the 
landlady.  It  is  excellent :  Ihe  ha"s  accepted 
of  another.  You  lee  the  treaty  is  on  the 
carpet;  but  dont  miirake  me.  A  treaty 
was  concluded ;  and  I  had  the  bed  and 
room  to  myfelf. 
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LETTER  XVI. 

7U  City  of  fowl—The  Ruffian  Fleet— The 
magnificent  Funeral  of  Admiral  Sir  Samuel 
Greig,  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Ruffian 
Navy — Funeral  Oratipn  fpoken  by  Lieut. 
Colonel  Baron  Pablen,  tranflated  from  the 
German— Particular  Account  of  the  Pro- 
ceffionfrom  the  Admiralty  to  the  Cathedral 
——Epitaph  upon  Admiral  Greig, 


.Revel  Nor.  1788. 

JUhu  morning  ufliered  in  Winter.  I 
wrapped  mvfelf  in  my  furs,  and  continued 
ray  route.  The  country  varies  little  in 
its  appearance;,  from  Pernaw  to  Revel.  In 
the  laft  ftage,  near  the  fliore  of  the  Finland 
Gulph,  it  is  covered  with  wood.  As  we 
pais  through  this  wood  the  fpires  of  the 
£ity,appear,  and,  arriving  at  its  extremity, 
L  4  we 
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we  defcend  into  a  valley,  where  part  of 
Revel  is  built,  and  part  upon  a  hill,  at  the 
head  of  a  fmall  bay,  or  inlet  of  the  gulph. 
A  melancholy  gloom  hung  around  the  ci- 
ty. The  Ruffian  fleet  lay  in  the  harbour, 
unrigged,  and  its  great  Commander  no 
more. 

In  a  few  days  after  my  arrival,  the  re- 
mains of  Admiral  Greig  were  laid  in  ftate 
in  the  Admiral ry-houfc,  and  the  public 
admitted  to  pay  their  laft  refpe&s  to  his 
memory.  I  had  procured  admittance  ear- 
ly.  My  limbs  trembled  as  I  entered  the 
hall,  which  was  lined  with  black.  The 
body  was  placed  upon  a  bed  of  ftate, 
dreffed  in  Admirals'  uniforms,  and  having 
a  crown  of  laurel  upon  its  head.  The  Ad- 
miral's ftaff,  and  fix  orders  of  knighthood 
conferred  upon  him  by  her  Imperial  Ma- 
jefty,  were  fpread  upon  tabourets,  covered 
with  white  fattin,  and  fringed  with  gold. 
The  Admiral's  flags  were  placed  at  the 
head  of  the  bed  of  ftate,  and  ah  efcutcheon, 
with  the  titles  of  the  deceafed.  The  cof- 
fin, 
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fin,  fuperbly  decorated,  refted  upon  a  /li- 
ver frame  at  the  fide.  The  filver  urn,  con- 
taining the  bowels  of  this  great  man,  flood 
at  the  foot  of  the  bed,  with  this  Ample 
inscription,  "  S.  G.  Nat.  D.  30th  Nov, 

i735»  ob»t  P-  15***  Oft*  J?88-  The  wa« 
tapers,  from  candlefticks  of  many  filver, 
threw  a  flame  of  light  over  this  awful  mag- 
nificence !  Britifh  and  Ruffian  naval  Offi- 
cers guarded  the  hall ;  and  the  grenadiers, 
the  houfe  and  paffages  leading  to  it.  At 
the  hour  appointed  for  the  interment,  the 
Governor  of  Revel,  General  Wrangel,  atr 
tended  by  all  the  Officers,  naval  and  mili- 
tary, and  by  the  noblemen  and  gentlemen 
of  the  province,  auembled  at  the  AdquV 
ralty.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Baron  Pabjen 
made  a  fpeech  to  this  auguft  aflemblage, 
in  honour  of  thedeceafed  Admiral,  to  the 
following  effect;: 

"  Rjtftx3ed  Sirs, 
"  Our  entry  into  this  world,  and  our 
exit,  are  eventi  we  know  of  certainly  j  but 
the 
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the  fysKX  between  life  and  the  grave  is  of 
uncertain  circumflance  and  date  I 

"  Happy  that  man  who  continually  fills 
this  period  with  brave  and  worthy  actions, 
and  leaves  behind  him  a  train  of  glory.--*- 
Miferable  thofc,  even  in  death,  whofe  me- 
mory  can  only  be  traced  by  a  dark  cloud 
of  vices  1 

"  The  afhes  of  the  good  and  great  can- 
not be  too  highly  revered — they  arc  Jtbe 
rclifts  of  fublime  fpirits,  which  another 
age  may  not  again  produce.    Behold  that 

urn  I  it  containsiuch  relifb  as  Xdefcribes 
an  age  would  be  too. mart  a  fpace  to  re- 
cord his  virtues,  'for  we  muft  for  ever  dwell 
in.prahe  of  honour  and  of -worth  Hkehia. 
His1  noble  deeds,  hisheroifm,  adorned  with 
prudence  and  refle£tion-;  his .  unwearied 
diligence  in  the  moft  important  commands 
entrufted  to  him  by.  our  .Imperial  Sove- 
reign—equally  a  proof  of  tfie  difcemment 
of  our  anguft  Monarch,,  and  of /the  Admi- 
ral's merit.  He  infpired  the  many  thou- 
fands 
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fends  who  fought  under  his  banfter  wkh 
the  fame  fentiments  of  heroifm ;  and  fee- 
ing him  at  their  head,  they  knew  no  fear. 

"  He  taughtu*  to  conquer  our  enemies, 
and  fomethmg  more-— he  taught  us  to 
unite  religion  with  the  maxims  of  war. 

"  Againft  the  armed  foes  of  the  realm 
he  fought  as  a  Lion :  hut  no  fooner  are 
they  defeated,  than  all  his  'native  mildncfe 

returns. 

"  He  avoids  appearing  as  a  conqueror. 
His  words,  as  the  voice  of  an  Angel,  ftill 
vibrate  in  -my  ear.  *  The  chance  of  war,' 
faid'he  to  an illufrxious  prifoner,  'hap- 
fens  to  all :  take  your  fword  again- — the 
brave  mould  never  be  without  one,  who 
ufe  it  in  defence  of  their  country !'  He 
continued  watching,  to  the  1  aft  hour,  for 
our  infiereft  and  fafe  ty,  and  could  be  drag- 
ged from  his.poft  but  by  death.  Heaven 
called  him  away ;  -and  we  struggled  with. 
that  Heaven,  to  keep  him  on  earth !  Re- 
ipected 
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Reeled  Sirs !  beloved  Brethren  and  Fellow 
Soldiers,  who  have  come  at  this  awful 
moment  to  join  our  tears  together !  we 
have  fought  and  conquered  with  him— 
led  on  to  victory,  by  his  conduct,  our 
guiding  ftar  to  glory !  O !  let  his  example 
teach  us  to  wear  the  laurel  with  the  fame 
dignity  he  did  himfelf ! 

"  Greateft  of  Sovereigns,  the  worthy 
dead  had  reaped  every  earthly  fame  in  your 
fervke,  nor  would  he  have  quitted  it,  but 
to  obtain  an  eternal  crown  of  glory  in 
heaven !" 

At  a  fignal  given,  the  mips  of  war  in  , 
the  roads  began  to  lire  minute  guns,  which 
they  continued  to  do,  from  the  moving  to 
the  conclufion  of  the  funeral  procefiion. 
The  ftreets,  from  the  Admiralty-home, 
where  it  commenced,  to  the  Cathedral, 
were  lined  with  troops :  a  fquadron  of 
horfe  led  the  procefiion.  The  dragoons, 
with  ftandards  lowered,  preceded  by  fo- 
lemn 
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lemn  nrafic,  and  at  intervals  the  drums  of 
the  army,  muffled  with  black  crape,  added 
their  warlike  bafe.  The  Imperial  grena- 
diers followed,  with  arms  reverted.  The 
boys  of  the  public  fchools,  two  and  two, 
dseucd  in  mourning,  came  next,  tinging 
hymns  j  then  followed  the  clergy,  in  their 
habiliments ;  a  herald}  General  Lehman, 
of  the  Artillery,  with  his  two  Marthals; 
Military  and  Naval  Officers,  who  had 
ferved  under  Admiral  Greig,  carrying  the 
tabourets,  with  the  ftaff  and  enflgns  of  the 
five  orders  of  his  nobility  j  the  three  flags, 
and  the  facred  urn .' 

The  body,  on  a  funeral  bier,  drawn  by 
fix  horfes  from  the  Governor's  menage, 
covered  with  black  cloth,  and  led  by  fix  . 
bombardiers,  and  the  domeftics  of  the  de- 
ceafod.  Twelve  Captains  of  the  Navy, 
Ruffian  and  Britifh  Officers,  among  whom 
were  Captains  Elphinfton  and  Trevenen, 
attended  by  their  cockfwains  as  porters ; 
Major-General  Wrangel,  Governor  of  Re- 
vel; 
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vel  j  the  Staff  and  other  Officers  of  the 
State  Major,  two  and  two  j  the  different 
Offioers  of  Government,  according  to  their 
rank ;  the  Nobility  and  principal  Citizens  j 
two  Marfhals,  with  their  ffayes,  an4  a 
company  of  infantry,  arras  and  colours 
lowered,  clofed  the  procerBon.  The  Car 
thedral  was  lighted  with  innumerable  wax 
candles.  Thecavalryguardedcheentrance. 
The  body  was  placed  before  the  akar,  and 
near  the  tomb,  within  the  church ;  and 
the  orders,  ftaiF,  and  flags  around  them. 
After  a  funeral  oration,  by  the  German 
Bifhop,  the  body  was  depofited  in  the 
tomb :  a  fignal  gave  notice  of  this,  and 
inftantly  the  flaps  of  war,  the  cannon  of 
the  ramparts,  and  all  the  troops,  fired  a 
triple  difcharge,  rending  the  air,  andffrik- 
every  heart  with  awful  melancholy !  St- 
lence  refumed  her  reign.  I  walked  in  die 
cathedral,  and  contemplated  of  honour 
and  of  fame.  I  fat  down  upon  the  hard 
bofom  of  the  grave,  and  taking  out  my 
pencil,  I  wrote  upon  the  ftonc  an  epitaph  -. 
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1(  Great  and  Good  Afiioni 

Command  the  Refpoftof  Mankind, 

The  name  of  Greig  will  live  for  Ever. 

He  deferred  good  Fortune, 

And  fie  found  It  under  the  Banners  of  Cath.  II. 

H«  fcattered  the  Enemies  of  Ruffia. 

.      .    Fortunate,  even  in  Death, 

Like  Wolfe,  like  Epaminondas, 

He  died  a  Conqueror. 

CATHERINE 

BeiWwed  upon  him  every  Earthly  Honour—* 

HiiownA&ious, 

Immortality  I 
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LETTER  XVII. 

Of  the  War  with  Turkey Unfortunate 

Campaign  of  the  Emperor  fofepb  77~ 
Reafons  why  the  Ruffians  appear  flow  in 
their  movements— Naval  Campaign  in  the 
Baltic  between  the  Ruffians  and  Swedes, 
1788 — Naval  Engagement  between  Ad- 
miral Greig  and  the  Duke  of  Sudermama 
—The  Emprefs  of  Rujia's  Letter  to  Ad- 
miral Greig — The  King  of  Sweden  de- 
ferted  by  his  .Officers— The  Interference  of 
Great  Britain  and  Pruffia  in  his  favour. 


Revel,  Nov.  1788. 

Early  this  year,  her  Imperial  Majefty, 
on  the  breaking  out  of  the  prefent  Turkifh 
war,  ordered  Admiral  Greig  to  prepare  a 
fleet  for  the  Mediterranean.  Nothing  was 
lefs  expe&ed  by  the  Admiral,  than  fuch 
an  expedition ;  nor  had  the  Ruffian  Go- 
vernment 


by  Google 


(    i6i     ) 

vernment  an  idea  that  the  Turk  would 
have  been  fo  bold  as  to  be  the  firft  in 
throwing'  the  gauntlet.  Prince  Potemkfn 
and  Count  Romaintzoff  are  placed  at 
the  bead  of  the  Ruffian  armies,  as  Ad- 
miral Greig  was  appointed  to  the  chief 
command  of  the  fleet.  The  Ruffian  ar- 
mies are  foon  collected :  near  1 50,000  men 
are  already  acting  in  different  quarters. 
But  the  Turks  commenced  hoftilities  be- 
fore die  Ruffians  began  to  recruit.  The 
Emperor  of  Germany,  as  the  Ally  of  Ruf- 
fia,  has,  feveral  months  ago,  begun  the 
campaign,  with  80,000  troops.  The 
Emperor  has ,  as  yet  been  unfortunate, 
considering  the  number  arid  discipline  of 
his  forces.  He  began  the  attack  without 
waiting  for  the  affiftance  of  the  principal 
in  the  difpute :  he  received  the  whole  brunt 
of  the  Turkiih  army,  which,  together  with 
the  difeafes  among  his  troops,  has  reduced 
them  to  half  of  their  original  number,  in 
a  very  fhort  period. 

The  Ruffian  army  feems  to  be  carefully 

watching  an  opportunity  to  repair  thefe 

M  mis- 
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misfortunes,  and  we  may  Ibdn  expeft  to 
hear  of  a  decifive  engagement;  which 
would  have  taken  place  before  this  time, 
had  not  the  Turks  hitherto  avoided  a  ge- 
neral battle;  and  this  accounts  for  the 
apparent  inactivity  of  the  Ruffians.  This 
is  a  new  fyftem  of  Turkifh  ta£tics :  they 
ufed  formerly  to  come  on  in  hundreds  of 
thoufands,  and  decide  at  once  for  vifrory 
or  death !  This  alteration  may  be  attri- 
buted to  the  foreign  Officers  in  their  Ser- 
vice, who,  being  unable  to  discipline  this 
unruly  mob,  have  at  leaft  gained  a  point  of 
confequence,  in  preventing  the  extreme  ha- 
zard of  committing  the  whole' fort  uneof  the 
war  to  a  fingle  throw.  Thar  repeated  at- 
tacks in  different  fmall  Squadrons,  though 
frequently  repulfed,  have  the  ian*e  effect 
as  rallying,  and  have  at  Iaft  penetrated  in- 
to the  very  center  of  the  German  legions. 
The  Ruffians,  therefore,  muft  not  give  the 
Ottomans  any  opportunity  of  making  fuch 
Tartarian  manoeuvres.  .  They  muft  be- 
fiege  the  Turkifh  cities,  which  will  bring 
the  Ottoman  armies  together,  to  defend 
them. 
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them.  The  Mofcovrtes  have  learned  to 
ftand  the  rirft  charge  of  their  furious  ene- 
mies, and  fuccda  muft  attend  fuperior  dis- 
cipline.      ■    ■      ■        1  ■ 

Admiral  Greig,  before  he  fct  fail,  had 
to  overcome  muny  difficulties.  The  whole 
Rufiian  empire  did  not  afford  fcamen  fuf- 
fkicnt  to  nun  ten  fliips  of  the  line  j  and 
it  was  neceflary  to  have  twenty,  or  more, 
with  attendant  frigates,  and  other  veffels. 
The  nftial  Jburce  was  (hut  up ;  Britain 
had  forbid  her  feamen  to  enter  into  foreign 
fervice :  Holland  followed  the  example — 
nor  would  thefe  allied  maritime  powers 
foffer  even  tranfport  fhips  to  be  employed 
in  the  fervice  of  any  foreign  nation.  To 
add  to  this  difficulty,  Spain  feemed  inclined 
to  oppofe  the  paflage  of  the  Ruffian  fleet 
into  the  Mediterranean.  France,  unable, 
in  a  civil  fever,  to  affift  her  old  friend  the 
Turk,  had,  perhaps,  prevailed  with  Spain 
to  flep  forward.  To  complete  the  fcene, 
Sweden,  feeing  every  maritime  nation  un- 
favourable to  Ruffia,  concluded  that  the 
M  2  prefent 
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prcfcnt  was  a  favourable  conjuncture  for 
ftriking  a  blow  at  her  powerful  rival.— 
The  encouragements  which  invited  Swe- 
den to  action,  at  this  crifis,  were  great  j 
and  the  advantages  to  be  obtained,  fub- 
ftantial.  The  ancient  alliance  between 
Sweden  and  the  Porte  might  be  eafily  re- 
newed, and  a  fubfidy  obtained  for  occa- 
fioning  a  diverfion  of  the  arms  of  Ruffia. 
Swedifh  provinces  might  be  recovered,  and 
the  Czarina  obliged  to  deiift  from  inter- 
fering in  the  affairs  of  Sweden. 

Catherine  II.  was  not  difmayed  by  all 
thefe  circumftances  united.  Thepeafantry 
were  crouded  into  the  (hips,  and  the  Ad- 
miral made  the  beft  diftribution  among 
thefe,  that  he  could,  of  feamen.  The  Ruf- 
fian fleet,  con  Ailing  of  feventeen  fail  of  the 
i  ne,  departed  from  Cronftadt  in  July  laft. 
The  Swedifh  fleet,  confifting  of  fifteen  fail 
of  the  line,  under  the  command  of  the 
Duke  of  Sudermania,  were  cruizing,  at 
the  fame  time,  in  the  Gulph  of  Finland. 
The  two  fleets  foon  met  each  other,  with 
the 
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the  lame  .  determination,  of  deciding  the 
ibvereignty  of  the  Baltic.  The  Swedes 
imagined  that  their  fhips,  rilled  with  ve- 
teran Jailors,  would  be  an  over-match  for 
the  Ruffian  mips,  tho'  greater  in  number 
and  in  ftrength,  manned  as  they  were,  on- 
ly with  the  peafants.  Many  of  the  Ruf- 
fian fhips  had  not  one  hundred  feamen  on 
board,  to  mix  with  feven  or  eight  hundred 
huidimcn.  Numbers  of  their  beft  failors 
had  been  drawn  to  the  Black  Sea,  for  their 
fleets  in  thofe  remote  parts ;  for  Govern- 
ment fruited  that  they  would  be  able  to 
fupply  their  place  with  foreign  recruits. 

The  Duke  of  Sudermania,  defpifing  op- 
ponents lately  the  inhabitants  of  woods, 
or  framing  to  take  any  advantage,  gave 
battle  to  the  Ruffian  Admiral,  in  a  fitu- 
atbn  every  way  favourable  to  the  latter. 
Admiral  Greig  had  much  need  of  fuch  ad- 
vantage, deferted  as  he  was  by  five  of  his 
fineft  fhips.  It  is  a  fact,  that  twelve  Ruf- 
fian fhips  of  war  fuirained  the  whole  " 
weight  of  the  Swedifh  fire :  but  thefe  be- 
M  3  haved 
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havcd  fo  nobly,  for  their  country's  honour 
and  their  own,  that,  notwithftanding  the 
now  decided  fuperiority  of  the  Swedes  in 
fhips  and  feamen,  both  fleets  were  equally 
tired  of  the  conteft.  Unlefs  the  Royal  Duke 
knew  that  thefe  five  (hips  were  to  defert, 
he  acted  imprudently  by  engaging  the 
Ruffians  in  a  calm,  when  both  'navies  lay 
as  batteries  to  each  other ;  when  little  fea^ 
manfhip  was  reqxiired,  and  when  the  fu- 
periority of  his  enemy  was  fo  great  in  the 
weight  of  metal,  and  number  of  men.-— 
He  could  not  be  ignorant  that  the  Ruf- 
fians, whether  feamen  or  landfmen,  were 
equal  in  courage  to  the  Swedes,  and  that 
they  would  fight  their  guns  to  the  laft 
man.  The  Duke  affects,  in  his  letter  to 
KingGuftavus,  to  fay  that  he  kept  the  field 
of  battle,  and  that  the  Ruffians  retired  in 
the  night,  otherwife  he  would  have  renewed 
the  attack  in  the  morning.  But  how  does 
this  accord  with  his  declaration  immediate- 
ly afterwards,  that  many  of  his  mips  had 
no  powder  left,  and  that  they  could  not  be 
fupplied  ? 

The 
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The  Duke  of  Sudcrmania  behaved,  in 
this  engagement,  with  much  gallantry ; 
and  his  retiring  before  a  fupcrior  force, 
when  he  had  little  ammunition  left,  was 
no  way  diflionourable,  and  furely  lefs  fool- 
ifli  than  it  would  have  been  to  have  point- 
ed his  harmlefs  cannon  at  the  fmoaking 
muzzles  of  the  Ruffian  guns.  Admiral 
Greig,  as  foon  as  he  had  repaired  the  da- 
mage of  his  rigging,  difpatched  a  imall 
fquadron,  under  the  command  of  Captain 
Trevenen,  who  attacked  the  Swedish  fleet 
in  harbour,  and  burnt  a  ihtp  of  the  line, 
taking  and  destroying  fome  fmalier  veflels. 
Trevenen  fweeped  the  feas  of  every  Swe- 
dish ihipthat  appeared;  and  a  number  of 
tranfports,  conveying  provifions  and  other 
{fores  to  Finland,  were  taken. 

Admiral  Greig  wrote  her  Imperial  Ma- 
jefty  an  account  of  this  naval  fight,  and 
he  received  the  following  anfwer  from  his 
auguit  Sovereign,  written  with  her  Ma- 
jefty's  own  hand: 

M4  To 
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"  To  the  Worthy  and  Brave,  &c.  &c. 
"  We  ihould  be  wanting  in  that  grati- 
**  tude  and  politenefs  which  ought  ever  to 
w  diftinguiih,  Sovereigns,  did  not  we,  with 
"  the  utmoft  fpeed,  convey  to  you,  and 
"  our  other  brave  and  gallant  Officers  and 
*'  feamen  of  our  fleet,  who  have  proved 
*'  themfelves  worthy  of  their  country,  our 
"  approbation  of  your  exemplary  conduct; 
"  and  the  obligations  which  we  owe  you 
"  for  your  intrepid  conduct  in  your  en- 
"  gageraent  with  our  enemy,  the  fleet  of 
"  the  Swediih  King.  To  the  conftantex- 
"  ertlon  of  your  abilities,  and  your  zeal 
"  for  the  glory  of  the  common  caufe  of 
**  ourfelves  and  the  whole  Ruffian  Empire, 
"  may,  under  God,  be  attributed  the  very 
"  fignal  victory  you  have  gained ;  and.wc 
^  have  not  the  fmalleft  doubt,  but  that 
«  every  part  of  our  dominions,  where  this 
*'  event  lhall  be  tranfimttcd,.  will  behold  it 
«c  in  its  proper  point  of  view.  It  is  with 
"  grief  we  read  the  record  of  thofe  pol- 
'*  troons,  who,  unable  $o  catch  fire  from 
"the 
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«  the  fpirited  exertions  of  their  fcllow- 
*'  warriors,  have  fo  fignalized  themfelves 
"  in  the  annals  of  treafbnable  cowards, 
u  and  to  whofe  cowardice  the  Swede  has 
*  to  boaft  that  any  (hip  of  their  fleet  ef- 
«  caped,  When  fo  encountered ;  and  the 
+*  more  particularly,  that  their  High  Ad- 
**  miral  efcaped,  when  twice  fo  nearly  in 
*<  their  power  to  hare  taken  him.  As  we 
"  afliime  to  ourlelves  the  fole  power  to 
"  reward  the  meritorious,  we  ftiall  take 
**  fignal  care  for  the  very  exemplary  pu- 
"  niftiment  of  the  guilty.  We  beg,  there- 
**  fore,  that  you  will  yourfelf  accept  our 
"  beartieft  acknowledgment ;  and  we  trou- 
**  ble  you  to  communicate  the  feme  to  our 
**  worthy  and  animated  Officers  and  fea- 
**  men. 

w  It  is  our  command  that  the  delinquents 
(*  mentioned  m  your  official  lettets,  beim- 
'*  mediately  brought  to  Cronftadt,  to  wait! 
m  our  further  difplearure.  We  fmcerely 
u  wifli  you,  and  all  with  you,  health,  and 
"the  moft  flgrial  afliftance  of  the  Al- 
"  mighty 
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*'  mighty  God,  whole  aid  we  have  in- 
"  voked,  and  of  whofe  affiftance  we  can- 
"  not  doubt,  in  a  caufe  fo  juft. 

"  Your  iervices  will  perpetually  live  in 
"  our  remembrance,  and  the  annals  of  our 
"  country  muft  convey  your  names  to  pof- 
*'  terity  with  reverence  and  with  love.  So 
"  faying,  we  recommend  you  to  God*» 
"  keeping  ever. 

"  Done  at  Peterfburg,  the  23d  of  July, 
'*  in  the  year  of  Grace  1788. 

"  Catherine." 

This  victory  has  finally  proved  how 
much  Sweden  can  do.  Guftavus  can  pre- 
vent the  Ruffian  fleet  from  going  to  the 
Mediterranean ;  and  he  might  have  done 
this  without  fighting,  fince  the  Ruffians 
would  never  have  fent  their  fleet  away, 
while  a  hoftile  navy  is  in  the  Baltic.  The 
Swedifh  Monarch  would  have  been  more 
fuccefsful  in  Finland,  with  his  army,  at  a 
period  when  Ruflia  had  no  forces  on  that 
fide, 
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fide,  to  oppofc  him.  Fortunately  for  Ruf- 
fia,  the  difaffe&ion  of  the  Swedifh  Officers, 
prevented  Guftavus  from  attempting  any 
thing;  and  Ruflia,  provident  for  her  fafe- 
ty,  had,  by  her  Allies,  the  Danes,  attacked 
Sweden  in  the  Province  of  Gottenburg, 
thereby  making  it  neceffa  ry  for  the  Swedifh 
King  to  leave  Finland,  and  to  draw  what 
troops  he  could  confide  in,  to  defend  his 
own  country.  This  King,  who  lately  held 
the  haughtieft  language  to  the  Court  of 
Peterfburg,  when  he  found  his  fleet  de- 
feated, and  his  army  mutinous,  fued  for 
peace,  through  the  mediation  of  Denmark ; 
and  now  again,  that  Britain  and  Prufiia 
have  interfered  to  fave  him,  he  has  af- 
fumed  fpirit,  and  an  air  of  threatening. 

Ruffia  would,  no  doubt,  wifh  to  get  rid 
of  fo  troublefome  a  neighbour,  at  a  time 
her  attention  is  called  towards  Turkey, 
and  especially  as  Denmark  will  not  be  al- 
lowed to  fulfill  her  treaties  with  the  Em- 
pire. The  mediating  powers  might  eafily 
bring  about  a  peace ;  but  perhaps  they  ra- 
ther 
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ther  wifli  to  mediate  a  balance  of  power 
between  the  contending  parties,  to  prolong 
the  war,  and  to  weaken  Ruflia  and  Auftria 
to  a  level  with  Sweden  and  Turkey.  If 
the  Courts  of  London  and  Berlin  are  fe- 
rious  in  wifhing  for  a  general  peace,  or 
alarmed  for  the  balance  of  power  in  Eu- 
rope, they  mould  directly  interfere,  and 
enforce  their  requeft,  the  one  with  her' 
naval,  the  other  with  her  land  forces.  If, 
on  the  contrary,  thefe  Courts  have  blown 
the  flame  of  war,  they  will  look  quietly 
on,  until  one  or  other  of  the  party  falls, 
and  then  endeavour  to  diiguue  the  odious 
character  of  incendiary,  under  the  cloak 
of  mediation.  Our  Envoy,  Mr.  Elliot,  at 
Copenhagen,  folemnly  averred,  that  his 
interference,  in  the  name  of  his  Court  and 
that  of  Berlin,  between  the  Danes  and 
Swedes,  was  to  prevent  the  cffufioii  of  hu- 
man blood !  Time  will  difcover,  whether 
or  not  this  folemn  affeveration  was  a 
mockery  of  human  mifery. 
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LETTER  XVIII. 


"Life  of  Admiral  Greig — Expedition  of  the 
Ruffian  Fleet  to  the  Mediterranean — Na- 
val Engagement  of  the  Tnrkijh  and  Ruf- 
fan  Fleets — Burning  of  the  Turkijb  Fleet 
fy  Admiral  Greig — Promoted  by  the  Em- 
frefs,  in  cmfequence  of  this  gallant  AMion.  . 
— Further  Account  of  the  Naval  Cam- 
paign 1788. 

Revel  Nov.  1788. 

Admiral  Sir  Samuel  Greig  was  born  at 
a  fmall  town  in  the  County  of  Fife,  in 
North  Britain.  His  rather,  a  very  refpec- 
table  character,  had  a  considerable  pro- 
perty in  Shipping,  and  was  himfelf  bred  to 

the  lea :  his  mother  was  a  daughter  of 

Charteris,  Efq.  of  Bumtifland. 


Young 
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Young  Greig  accompanied  his  father  in 
ftveral  voyages  j  but  afpiring  to  a  higher 
command  than  that  of  a  merchant  fhip, 
he  entered  into  the  royal  navy,  and,  like 
the  gallant  Blake,  rofe  from  a  cabin-boy 
in  a  merchant  veffel,  to  fupreme  command 
in  Imperial  fleets. 

When  the  laft  war  broke  out  betwixt 
the  Ruffians  and  Turks,  this  hero,  then  a 
Lieutenant  in  his  country's  fervice,  and 
highly  efteemed  for  every  good  quality,  in- 
lifted  under  the  banners  of  Catherine  II. 
who  had  made  a  requefr.  to  our  Court,  to 
furnilh  her  Imperial  Majefty  with  Officers 
to  conduct  the  Ruffian  fleet,  then  intend- 
ed for  the  Mediterranean.  Happily  for 
Mr.  Greig,  he  entered  into  the  fervice  of 
a  Princefs  with  whom  merit  is  the  fole  re- 
commendation j  and  with  this,  no  cata- 
logue of  anceftry  is  required. 

Lieutenant  Greig  was,  foori  afterfiis  ar- 
rival at  Cronftadt,  promoted  to  the  com- 
mand of  one  of  the  fhips  of  Count  Orldff 's 
fquadron. 
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fquadron.  The  Ruffian  fleet  were  in  the 
worft  order,  and  few  fhips  were  in  readi- 
nefs ;  yet  her  Imperial  Majefty,  confiding 
in  the  numerous  Britifh  Officers  and  ma- 
riners on  board,  ordered  what  fhips  were 
ready  to  proceed;  and  ten  (ail  of  the  line, 
with  a  few  frigates  and  fire-ihips,  accord- 
ingly failed  from  Cronftadt,  under  the 
command  of  Count  Alexis  Orloff,  and: Ad- 
miral jSpiridofh  The  other  fquadron,  fit- 
ting out  under  the  direction  and  command 
of  Admiral  Elphinfton,  were  to  follow, 
with  all  expedition.  Thefe  two  fleet?,  as 
foon  as  they  arrived  at  Portfmouth,  were 
joined  by  a  number  of  Englifh  tranfpQits, 
loaded  with  provifions,  and  warlike  (tores, 

Count  Orloff's  fquadron  brought  the 
Turkifh  fleet  to  a  general  engagement*  in- 
theBayofTfchefine.  The  Turks,  though 
much  fuperior  in  force,  and  lying  in  the 
ftrongeft  pofition  in  the  Bay,  at  anchor, 
and  with  fprings  upon  their  cables,  were 
forced,  after  a  fevere  conflict,  to  cut,  and 
run  for  the  harbour.  The  Ruffian  fleet 
purfued 
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purfued  the  flying  enemy,  and  Admiral 
Spiridoff,  determined  upon  fignalizing 
himielf,  grappled  with  the  Turkifh  Ad- 
miral's fliip,  both  of  them  the  largtft  in 
thofe  hoftile  fleets.  The  Turk,  fcoraing 
to  be  behind-hand  in  gallantry,  threw  his 
grappling-irons  into  the  Ruffian  ftiip,  re- 
folved  to  conquer  or  to  die.  Their  ihips 
were  repeatedly  in  flames,  and  repeatedly 
boarded,  the  one  by  the  other.  A  dreadful 
carnage  enfued,  and  fo  eager  were  the 
crews  in  the  work  of  death,  that  the  flames 
were  permitted  to  fpread.  The  Turkifh. 
fhip  blew  up,  and  foon  after  the  Ruffian 
Vkc  Admiral's,  carrying  with  them  what 
remained,  of  the  feamen  into  the  air !  The 
Ruffian  and  Turkifti  Commanders,  were, 
with  difficulty,  prevailed  upon  to  take-  to 
their  boats  before  the  explofion  took  place. 

This  awful  fcene  ftruck  with  aftoniih- 
ment  the  unrounding  navies.  The  engage- 
ment ceafed:  the  Turkith  fleet  retired  into 
the  harbour  of  Tfchefme  ;  and  the  Ruffian 
took  poflcfiion  of  the  road-ftead,  which 
the  other  had  deferted. 

Count 
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Count  Orloff  called  a  Council  of  War, 
to  con  fult  of  the  practicability  of  deftroying 
the  enemy's  fleet  in  the  harbour.  Many 
of  the  Captains  gave  it  as  their  opinion, 
that  the  plan  was  impofflble  to  be  exe- 
cuted, feeing  that  the  entrance  to  the  har- 
bour was  narrow,  and  defended  by  ftrong 
forts  and  batteries,  which  could  eafily'fink 
fuch  vcifels  as  muft  neceflarily  be  employed 
in  this  fervice.  When  Captain  Greig's 
opinion  was  alked,  he  inftantly  gave  it  in 
favour  of  the  undertaking.  "  Will  you 
"  command  the  frigates  and  fire-fhips  up- 
"  on  this  expedition,  and  anfwer  for  its 
"  fuccefs  ?"  (aid  the  Count.  "  I  will,"  re- 
plied Captain  Greig,  "  endeavour,  to  the 
"  utmoft  of  my  abilities,  to  execute  your  . 
"  Excellency's  orders."  The  Count  de- 
fired  the  Captain  to  take  fuch  (hips  and 
fuch  Officers  with  him,  as  he  judged  moft 
proper  to  aflift  him. 

Captain  Greig,  by  twelve  o'clock  the 

feme  night,  had  every  thing  in  readinefs : 

there  were  four  or  five  frigates,  and  as 

N  many 
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many  fire-fhips :  with  thefe  he  approached 
the  mouth  of  the  harbour  of  Tfchefine. 
Count  Orloif,  with  all  his  Officers  and 
men,  liftened  anxioufly  to  the  horrid  din 
that  inftantly  commenced.  The  fire-ihip* 
entered  the  harbour,  under  cover  of  the 
fmoke  of  the  frigates  fire,  as  well  as,  of  the 
enemy's  forts  and  (hips  of  war.  The 
Turks,  littleexpccling  fo  fudden  an  attack, 
were  thrown  into  the,utmoft  confufion. 
The  crews  of  the  fire-fhips,  intimidated 
by  the  danger  of  their  fituation,  could  not, 
without  difficulty,  be  brought  to  proceed. 
Their  Officers,  Britifh  and  Ruffian,  be- 
haved with  the  greateft  intrepidity,  and 
with  their  own  hands  fet  fire  to  the  trains, 
— The  crews  hurried  into  the  boats,  with- 
out minding  their  Commanders,,  fqnaeof 
whom  were  obliged  to  jump  over-board, 
and  to  fwim  after  them.  The  Turkilh 
Navy  was  foon  in  flames,  and  feveral  thou- 
fand  Turks  w«re  confumed  with  it!  The 
Ruffian  frigates  completed  the  enterprife, 
by  levelling  the  forts,  and  deftroying  the 
town  of  Tfchefme  with  their  bombs. 

The 
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The  night  was  illuminated  with  the 
blaze ;  and  when  the  flame  fubfided  in 
the  morning,  nought  could  be  feen,  fave 
the  afties  of  a  navy,  a  fortrefs,  and  a  city  1 
Captain  Greig,'  during  the  engagement, 
was  flightly  wounded,  by  a  mulket  ball 
from  the  Turkifh  fort,  which  alfo  broke 
one  of  the  points  of  the  crofs  of  the  order 
of  St.  George,  which  he  then  wore.  This 
morning  uihered  in  the  naval  triumph 
of  Raffia,  and  crowned  our  young  hero 
with  laurels.  Count  Orloff  fent  an  exprefs 
to  Peterfburg,  by  way  of  Greece,  whofe 
inhabitants  were  the  friends  of  the  Ruf- 
fians, and,-  by  the  return  of  this  exprefs, 
Captain  Greig  received  her  Imperial  Ma- 
jefty's  approbation  of  his  conduct,  and  a 
confirmation  of  the  rank  of  Admiral, 
which  was  conferred  upon  him  by  Count 
Orloff,  immediately  after  this  celebrated 
viftory.  The  peace  which  took  place  be- 
tween the  Ruffians  and  Turks,  was  haften- 
ed  by  this  vi&ory;  and  Admiral  Greig 
continued,  from  this  time,  to  receive  marks 
of  diftinguifhed  favour  from  Catherine  If. 
N  2  who 
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who  committed  to  bis  care  the  entire  ma- 
nagement of  the  Ruffian  Marine,  which 
the  Admiral  brought  to  the  greateft  per- 
fection, of  which  it  was  capable.  He  was 
appointed  Governor  of  Cronftadt,  the 
Portfmouth  of  Ruifia,  and  bad  the  feveral 
orders  of  knighthood  of  the  empire  con- 
ferred upon  him. 

For  feveral  years  pail  the  Admiral  was 
employed  in  planning  and  overfeeing  the 
new  fortifications  of  Cronftadt ;  the  dry 
and  wet  docks,  for  building  and  repairing 
fhipa  of  war  j  the  new  Admiralty  build' 
ings,  and  other  works :  and  had  he  lived 
ten  years  longer,  .he  would  have  rendered 
Cronftadt  the  fineft  harbour  and  fortrefi 
in  the  world. 

The  King  of  Sweden,  jealous  of  the  in- 
creaiing  ftrength,  ufefulnefs,  and  beauty 
of  this  rival  maritime  port,  has  been  ac- 
tively engaged  in  erecting  new  forts  at 
Sweaborg,  in  die  Finland  Culph,  the  beft 
of  the  SwediOi  harbours,  and  capable  of 
being" 
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being  rendered  the  ftrongeft.  The  reve- 
nues of  R uflia  muft,  however,  always  be  a 
rival  which  Guftavus  cannot  match.  The 
Admiral  likewife  eitablifhed  in  Ruffia 
founderies  for  making  cannon,  and  all  the 
other  machines  of  war. 

I  am  now  arrived  at  a  period  which 
clofed  this  career  of  fortune  and  glory. 

Early  in  the  Summer  of  1788,  Admiral 
Greig  received  orders  from  her  Imperial 
Majefty  to  equip  a  fleet,  to  ferve  again  in 
the  Mediterranean.  From  local  circum- 
ftances,  which  it  is  unneceflary  to  mention 
here,  the  Admiral  had  nearly  the  whole  of 
his  crews  to  eolIe£t  from  the  Ruffian  vil- 
lages !  It  was  with  men  who  were  to  be 
trained  after  they  came  on  board,  that  Ad- 
miral Greig  gave  battle  to  the  Swedilh 
fleet,  commanded  by  his  Royal  Highnefs 
the  Duke  of  Sudermania,  who  oppofed  his 
paffage  to  the  Turkiih  coafts,  in  the  month 
»pf  July  of  the  fame  year.  ' 

N3  At 
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At  the  firft  oofct,  the  Ruffian  fleet  were 
fuperior  in  force  to  the  Swedes:  but  Ad- 
miral Greig  was  foon  deferted  by  five  of 
his  beft  fhips.  The  Admiral,  however, 
undifmayed,  redoubled  his  efforts,  and, 
beating  three  of  the  Swedifli  ihips,  who 
attacked  him  at  once,  among  whom  was 
the  Duke  of  Sudermania's,  pufhed  on,  to 
relieve  Captain  Elphinfton,  whofe  {hip  was 
difabled  by  the  fire  of  the  SwedUh  Vice- 
Admiral,  Wachmiefter.  The  Swede  ftruck 
his  flag  to  this  too  powerful  opponent ; 
but  not  until  moil  of  his  crew  were  killed, 
and  his  decks  covered  with  blood !  Vice- 
Admiral  Wachmiefter.  and  Captain  El- 
phinfton had,  for  fcveral  hours,  main- 
tained a  dreadful  conteft,  and  the  circum- 
ftance  alone  of  the  Ruffian  fhip  being 
rendered  unmanageable  by  a  fhot  which 
carried  away  her  rudder,  gave  the  advan- 
tage to  the  other.  Even  in  this  dif- 
abled condition,  under  the  raking  fire 
of  the  enemy,  Captain  Elphinfton  conti- 
nued the  engagement,  until  he  was  relieved 
by  his  Admiral.  Both  fhips  were  almoft 
mattered 
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(nattered  to  pieces,  and  their  crewB  nearly 
all  killed.  The  Swedifli  Vice-Admiral, 
when  he  came  on  board  Admiral  Greig's 
(hip,  delivered  to  him  his  fword  j  which 
the  Ruffian  Commander  returned,  with  a 
juft  and  elegant  compliment,  "  that  a 
"  brave  manj  who  fought  fo  nobly  for  his 
"  country,  ought  never  to  be  without  his 
'*  fword."  This  compliment  is  commonly 
paid  upon  fuch  occafions,  but  it  never  was 
more  defervedly  applied  than  at  prefent. 

Admiral  Greig  delivered  to  Captain  EI- 
phiniton  the  Swedifti  (hip's  colours,  re- 
serving to  himfclf  the  Vice-Admiral's  flag, 
which  the  bold  Wachmiefter  would  never 
have  (truck  to  any  other  than  an  Admiral, 
but  would  have  preferred  carrying  it  with 
him  to  the  bottom.  The  Swedifli  fleet  re- 
tired, after  a  well-fought  battle,  in  which 
all  parties  did  their  utmoft  for  conqueft 
and  glory.  Admiral  Greig.  was  wounded 
in  the  engagement,  and  was  at  the  time 
labouring  under  a  fevereindifpofition,  oc- 
.  cafioned  by  his  indefatigable  exertions  in 
N  4  fitting 
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fitting  out  this  fquadron.  He  rofc  every 
morning  at  four  o'clock,  and  was  often 
feen  working  with  his  own  hands  on  board 
his  ihip.  He  rejected  the  advice  of  bis 
Phyfician,  who  intreated  him  to  go  afliore, 
and  to  leave  the  command  of  the  fleet, 
fince  every  thing  had  been  obtained  which 
it  was  poffible  to  accompliih  this  cam- 
paign. The  Admiral  perfiftcd  in  profe- 
cuting  his  advantage,  and  wiflied  to  re- 
hearfe,  upon  the  flying  Swedes,  the  fcenes 
at  Tfchefme.  Captain  Trevenen  was  dif- 
patched  with  a  fmall  fquadron,  to  attack 
the  Swedifh  fleet  in  the  harbour  of  Swea- 
borg,  where  they  had  taken  flielter  *  and 
he  fuoceeded  fo  far,  as  to  burn  one  fhip  of 
the  line,  and  fome  lefler  veflels,  befides 
taking  the  victualling  transports,  convey- 
ing ftores  to  the  enemy. 

The  Ruffian  fleet  kept  the  fea  as  long 
as  the  feafon  would  permit,  the  Com- 
mander paying  no  regard  to  his  declining 
health ;  but  in  the  month  of  October  he 
carried  his  own  divifion  fafe  into  Revel, 
and 
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and  fent  the  others  to  Cronftadt.  Quite 
worn  out  himfclf ,  he  yielded  up  his  breath 
in  his  cabin,  dying  a  willing  facrifice  to 
the  fervice  of  a  Miftrefs  who  had  fo  well 
deferved  whatever  he  could  do,  to  promote 
her  glory. 

Her  Imperial  Majefty  fent  exprefs  his 
Excellency  Doctor  Rogorfon,  her  own 
Phyfician,  to  endeavour  to  iave  her  ra- 
vourite  Officer.-— It  was  too  late ! 

Upon  hearing  of  the  Admiral's  death, 
her  Majefty  exclaimed,  "  Where  fhall  I 
"  find  another  Greig  I"  His  name  and 
character  were  fo  much  refpe&ed  by  her 
Imperial  Majefty,  that  Admiral  Greig  had 
only  to  fpeak  his  wilh,  in  regard  to  regu- 
lations in  the  naval  fervice,  and  it  was  or- 
dered. He  had  too  much  modefty  to  o(k 
any  thing  for  himfelf.  He  has  died,  in 
every  refpeft,  lifce  a  Roman :  but  his  au- 
guft  Miftrefs  will  not  forget  his  children. 
"  They  are,"  her  Majefty  has  faid,  "  a  fa- 
"  cred  depofit  in  my  Rands." 

In 
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In  private  life  Admiral  Greig  was  not 
lefs  amiable  than  he  was  refpectable  in  his 
public  character ;  of  great  fimplic'ity  and 
modefty  of  deportment,  humane,  friendly, 
charitable ;  a  kind  hufband,  and  a  tender 
father. 

It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  Admiral 
Greig,  when  a  boy,  was  of  a  very  timorous 
difpofition.  This  would  feem  to  have  laid 
the  foundation  of  that  extreme  caution 
which  guarded  all  his  words  and  actions. 
He  was  flow  in  his  refolves,  but  intrepid 
and  quick  in  executing  what  he  had  once 
refolved. 

Some  affect  to  fay,-  that  his  abilities 
fhould  have  been  employed  in  the  fervice 
of  his  own  country.  Let  it  be  remember- 
ed, that  he  firft  offered  his  fervices  to  his 
country,  and  that  he  had  permiflion  from 
that  country  to  enter  into  the  Ruffian 
fleet.  When  Great  Britain  fhewed  a  dif- 
pofition,  in  1788,  inimical  to  Ruffia,  and 
even  a  rupture  was  expected,  Admiral 
Greig 
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Greig  declared  openly,  "  that  he  would 
**  lboner  refign  all  his  commands,  and  the 
r(  honours  with  which  Ruflia  had  diftin- 
"  guifhed  him,  than  ever  be  obliged  to 
"  fire  a  {hot  in  the  face  of  his  country." 

When  Admiral  Greig  firft  arrived  in 
Ruflia,  he  was  not  burthened  with  riches. 
A  tradesman  at  Cronftadt  behaved  to  him 
in  a  hofpitable  manner,  and  gave  him 
board  and  lodging  at  his  houfe.  Lieutenant 
Greig,  when  promoted  to  a  higher  rank, 
not  fatisfied  with  returning  the  obligations 
he  owed  his  friend,  by  recommending  him 
to  favours  in  the  way  of  his  profeflion, 
carried  his  gratitude  further,  and  married 
the  daughter  of  his  benefactor.  The  Ad- 
miral has  left  behind  him  a  widow,  three 
young  fons,  and  a  daughter.  The  two 
eldeft  fons  are  now  at  Cronftadt,  where 
they  lately  arrived  from  Edinburgh,  to  fee 
their  father,  before  he  fhould  fail  for  the 
Mediterranean :  and  they  few  him,  alas ! 
for  the  laft  time. 

The 
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The  Admiral  has  left  orders,  that  his 
ions  {hall  complete  their  education  at 
Edinburgh,  and  then  be  placed  appren- 
tices in  merchant  veflels,  as  the"y  had  al- 
ready declared  their  inclination  to  become 
feamcn :  after  their  apprenticefhips  are  ex- 
pired, they  are  to  finifli  their  naval  leffons 
in  the  Britifh  Navy,  and  finally  enter  into 
the  Ruffian  fervice.  The  eldeft  has  already 
the  rank  of  Captain-Lieutenant,  and  the 
fecond  fon  that  of  Lieutenant,  in  the  Ruf- 
fian fleet. 

Her  Imperial  Majefty  prefented  the  wi- 
dow with  40,000  rubles,  to  purchafe  a 
houie  for  lierfelf  and  family,  and  granted 
them  an  annuity  equal  to  the  Admiral's 
pay  as  Governor  of  Cronftadt,  befides  the 
.  revenues  of  aconfiderable  eftatc  in  the  fer- 
tile province  of  Livonia. 
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LETTER  XIX. 


Defcription  of  Revel — Sudden  approach  of 
tie  Rufmn  Winter — 7be  Swedi/b  Fleet — 
A  Palace  tf Peter  the  Great. 


Revd,  Nov.  1788. 
X  his  town  is  plcafantly  fituated  at  die 
head  of  a  fmall  bay,  near  the  mouth  of 
the  Finland  Gulph :  it  is  well  fortified, 
and  has  a  good  harbour,  capable  of  con- 
taining one-third  part  of  the  Ruffian  fleet. 
That  quarter  of  the  town  upon  the.  hill  is 
called  the  Citadel,  and  is  feparated  from 
the  lower  town  by  a  wall.  Here  is  the 
Governor's  houfe,  the  homes  of  the  chief 
Officers  of  the  Garrifon,  and  Nobility, 
and  the  Cathedral,  where  the  remains  of 
Admiral  Greig  lie  interred.  The  view  from 
the  hill  rauft  be  extremely  pleaiant  in 
Summer:  the  country  Iks  before  you,  as 
upon  a  map. 

Revel 
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Revel  is  crouded  with  failors  and  fol- 
diers.  The  Winter  has,  however,  pro- 
claimed a  truce  for  nine  months,  without 
afking  confent  of  the  hofttle  powers :  to- 
day die  harbour  is  frozen  over,  and  the 
Tailors  fkating,  where  yefterday  they  were 
labouring  with  the  oar.  Theft  few  days 
have  made  an  entire  change  m  the  figure 
of  the  people ;  they  appear  altogether  a 
new  race,  buried,  from  top  to  toe,  influns 
of  Sheep,  Beavers,  and  Foxes.  The  in- 
habitants of  the  woods  have  been  plunder- 
ed, to  fupply  the  trembling  creature  man 
with  raiment.  If  he  is  placed  under  the 
warm  Perfian  fun,  he  robs  the  filk-worm ; 
and  here  he  ftrips  the  Bear  and  Sable  of  the 
only  coat  they  are  poffefied  of.  Natural 
Hiftorians  inform  us,  that  when  the  Bea- 
ver is  chafed,  he  cuts  off,  with  his  teeth, 
the  bag  of  caftor,  knowing  it  is  this  for 
which  he  is  purfued.  I  fufpeft  he  tnuft 
likewife  tear  off  his  fkin,  if  he  would  fa- 
tisfy  the  generality  of  northern  hunters. 

Old  Winter  is  as  defpotic  a  Sovereign 

as  any  in  the  north.    The  Sun  lowers  his 

imperial 
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imperial  ftandard  to  the  hoary  Monarch 
in  his  native  kingdoms.  The  woods  and 
bufhes  are  all  powdered  with  fnow — the 
houfcs  have  taken  on  their  annual  cover- 
ing. The  dark  fea  yet  wafhes  the  fides  of 
the  land,  and  forms  a  contraft  with  the 
fnowy  coverings  of  the  plains  and  forefts. 
But  the  waters  muft  foon  fubmit  to  the  ty- 
rant, and  the  Baltic  be  bound  with  icy 
chains.  Such  is  the  northern  Winter !  The 
foul  (brinks  at  the  idea,  and  withdraws  to 
more  hofpltable  climes,  where  the  genial 
fun  nurfes  vegetation  all  the  year  I 

I  delight  to  vifit  every  climate,  and 
anxioufly  wifh  to  make  the  grand  tour, 
that  is,  to  vifit  the  Artie  and  Antartic,  as 
far  as  life  is  found}  to  tread  upon  the 
line,  in  African  deferts,  where  the  Negro 
fweats  under  the  cooleft  (hade  he  can  find, 
and  the  King  of  Beafts  lolls  out  his  parched 
tongue!  > 

A  Ruffian  frigate  arrived,  with  intelli- 
gence that  the  Swedifh  fleet  had  left  Hel- 
f  infers,  and  were  then  off  Revel  Bay. — 
All 
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All  was  confufion.  We  dreaded  avifit) 
and  if  the  Ruffian  fleet,  then  unrigged, 
had  been  attacked,  the  confequence  mail: 
have  proved  fatal.  -  Thanks  to  the  foft, 
or  diAoyal  hearts  of  the  Swediih  Officers. 
Though  the  harbour  be  frozen,  the  roads 
are  (till  open,  and  Ihips  of  the  line  might 
come  within  a  cable's  length  of  the  pier! 
Had  Admiral  Grcig  lived,  the  Ruffian 
fleet  would  not  be  yet  unrigged,  and  ex- 
pofed  to  an  enemy,  as  if  they  courted  de- 
struction. 

The  Swedes  have  fifteen  fail  of  the  line 
at  fca,  and  here  lie  ten,  with  their  malts 
{truck,  and  their  rigging  in  the  holds ! — 
At  this  particular  feafon  of  the  year,  when 
the  froft  firft  fets  in,  the  weather,  in  re- 
gard to  winds,  is  moderate,  and  as  favou- 
rable as  the  Swedes  could  wiih  for  a  bold 
undertaking.  Revel  is  miferably  neglect- 
ed :  the  harbour  is  capable  of  being  ten-  . 
dered  as  ftrong  as  any  in  Europe,  if  bat- 
teries were  enfted  in  proper  fituations. 
The  Swedes  are  palled,  and  we  are  at  reft. 
I  have 
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,  I  have  been  to  lee  a  palace  of  Peter  I. 
at  a  fmall  diftance  from  this  city,  at  the 
foot  of  the  only  hill,  I  believe,  in  the  Pro- 
vince of  Eftbonia,  and  in  the  midft  of  a 
wood,  cut  out  into  avenues,  in  the  old 
Dutch  tafte,  which  Peter  imbibed  while 
he  wrought  with  his  adze  at  Sardara, — 
The  gardens  of  his  other  palaces,  I  am 
told,  are  in  the  fame  ftyle. 

This  manfion  has  a  handfome  enough 
look  outwardly ;  but  within,  the  Architect, 
has  ftudied  the  conveivencies  of  a  Dutch 
Galiot — mean  and  aukward.  There  is 
fomething,  however,  that  makes  me  forget 
all  this,  when  I  walk  where  Peter  walked, 
and  fee  the  trees  planted  by  his  hand.  I 
imagine  his  mighty  (hade  hovers  around 
me :  I  fee  him  at  every  turning. 
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LETTER  XX. 


Journey  from  Revel  to  Peter/Burg  in  a  Sledge 
— Travelling  Drefs  of  the  Ruffians— Of 
the  Ruffians  and  Finlanders — A  Finland 
Tavern — Narva— Tamliurgh-—  Ingria* 
Winter  Scene — Arrival  at  Peter/burg. 


*  Ingria,  Nov.    17M. 

1  left  Revel  Thurfday  morning,  and, 
for  the  firft  time,  feated  myfelf  in  a  fledge. 
I  could  not  brook  the  idea  of  being  drag- 
ged upon  a  hurdle  to  the  Ruffian  capital. 
A  few  miles  travelling,  however,  foon  re- 
conciled me,  and  I  found  it  very  agreeable. 
A  fledge  is  a  large  oblong  bafket,  partly 
covered  at  top,  in  the  falhion  of  an  half* 
chaife;  this  is  put  upon  a  frame,  turning 
up  in  the  front,  like  the  bow  of  a  (hip. 
In  this  latitude  one  cannot  ufe  a  chaife 
with 
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with  any  comfort ;  befides,  it  is  very  hea- 
vy with  wheels,  and  requires  double  the 
number  of  horfes.  It  is  wonderful  with 
what  expedition  the  bulkieft  fledge  is  drawn 
along  the  furface  of  the  mow. 

Before  travellers  fet  out,  they  convey  their 
baggage  into  the  bottom  of  the  fledge,  if 
they  journey  with  one  only ;  above  this 
large  feather-beds  are  laid,  ferving  both  to 
warm  and  to  defend  the  traveller  againft 
the  fudden  jolting,  of  the  vehicle.  Here 
he  lies,  covering  himfelf  with  blankets  and 

.  furs.  He  is,  befides,  dreffed  in  furs  -,  a 
fur  coat  or  pellice,  boots  lined^rith  fur, 

.  and  a  cap  refembling  a  rauffj  ridit  is  this 
wanting :  his  hands,  cloathed  wit^  furred 
gloves,  are  likewife  thruft  into  a  muff  al- 
moft  as  large  as  a  French  jack-boot.  With 
this,  too,  he  defends  his  face  againft  the 
cold,  which,  in  driving  quickly,  is  felt  to 

\  penetrate  even  this  load  of  fkins,  if  the 
wind  be  oppolite.    Now,  if  all  this  ware- 

.  houfc  of  garments  be  required,  conceive, 

the  condition  of  an  Englifhman,  in  his 

Oa  poft- 
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poit-chaife  and  thin  furtout,  traveling 
Ruflland !  He  would  not  referable,  but 
actually  be  a  frozen  mummy;  and  thefroft 
would  prcferve  the  carcafe  as  well  as  the 
richeft  balms  of  Egypt. 

We  now  fee  nothing  but  villages,  half 
buried  in  mow.  The  roads  are  only  dif- 
tinguifhable  by  the  tracks  of  fledges,  and 
red  painted  verft-pofts.  It  is  about  thres 
'hundred  verft  s,  or  two  hundred  miles  from 
Revel  to  the  capital.  The  road  leads 
through  the  provinces  of  Efthoniaand 
Ingria,  bordering  upon  the  Finland  Gulph. 

At  the  approach  of  Winter  there  are  iw 
ftorms;  the  breeze  is  gentle  as  Zephyr. 
The  clouds  almoft  bruih  the  tops  of  the 
forefts,  feeming  to  reft  their  loads  upon 
the  branches.  The  Ruffian  driver  hai 
found  a  method  to  difturb  the  fllence  of 
the  midnight  hour,  by  hanging  a  bell  a- 
tnong  the  harnefs :  .he  accompanies  this 
inftrument  with  his  voice.  There  is  no 
dif- 
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difference  ■  in  drefs  between  the  Fins  and 
Ruffians.  I  have  found  out  which  is 
which,  by  their  manner  of  Muting.  The 
Ruffian  driver,  when  I  give  him  a  little 
drink-money,  either  hows,  or  gets  down 
upon  his  knees,  and  touches  my  (hoe  or 
the  earth  with  his  head.  He  has  a  quicker 
eye  in  his  head  than  the  Fin.  The  Fin- 
lander  embraces  my  knees,  and  kifles  my 
cloaths,  or,  if  you  pleafe,  the  hem  of  my 
garment.    The  Fin  has  a  Ample  look. 

We  arrive  at  different  potts,  change 
hories,  and  away,  like  lightning.  In  the . 
morning  we  entered  a  poft-houfe,  and  had 
Come  coffee,  while  our  bed  of  furs  was 
adjufted  in  the  fledge.  It  is  made,  as  any 
other  bed  after  a  night's  work.  A  Ruffian 
Gentleman  is  here  fmoaking  his  pipe  ■,  his 
fervant  is  employed  in  putting  his  bed  in 
order.  His  fledge  is  far  preferable  to  ours, 
being  neatly  built  and  painted,  with  win- 
dows at  the  fide,  and  curtains  in  the  front  j 
he  has  ieveral  feather-beds  under  him, 
O.j  bolfters 
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bolfters  and  pillows  without  number.  Thi* 
is  very  unlike  th6  hardy  Scythians  we  have 
heard  of — but  fo  things  are ;  and  the  boor 
is  as  warmly  cloathed  as  his  betters  j  he 
rolls  himfelf  in  a  fheep's  fkin,  with  the 
wool  inwards :  were  it  outwards,  he  would 
look  like  a  fhecp  upon  its  hinder  legs  :  but 
the  iharpnefs  of  a  Ruffian  eye  is  not  fa- 
vourable to  that  diiguife.  The  accommo- 
dation is  tolerably  good  from  Revel  to  Nar-  • 
va.  However,  according  to  cuftom,  we  take 
our  provifions  along  with  us,  ready  drefied; 
a  loaf,  a  cold  tongue,  and  a  bottle  of  brandy, 
are  the  contents  of  my  wallet.  It  does  not 
appear  that  the  Poftmafters  are  under  any 
obligations  to  keep  provifions  for  travel- 
lers, for  reafons  formerly  noticed.  At  one 
of  the  pofts,  we  could  not  even  procure  a 
bit  of  bread ;  at  the  next  ftage  we  had  an 
excellent  dinner,  and  a  glafs  of  equally  ex- 
cellent wine.  There  arc  accommodation! 
of  another  kind  to  be  had  in  thofe  lati- 
tudes, at  the  lower  order  of  taverns,  called 
Cabacks,  or  Brandy-fliops.  I  could  not 
help 
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help  taking  notice  of  a  fign-poft,  hung  at 
the  comer  of  a  hut,  within  thirty  verfts 
of  Revel,  upon  the  Riga  road.  The  pain- 
ter had  done  his  beft  to  infpire  other  paf- 
fioos,  betides  that  for  brandy,  in  the  way- 
faring Chrutians.  The  deOgn  was  above 
criticifm — the  execution  beneath  it.  I 
expected  to  fee  fome  living  figures  to  cor- 
refpond  with  the  ticket.  I  faw  a  nymph, 
aged  fifty,  bringing  water  from  the  well. 
Had  it  been  another  Sarah,  I  might,  per- 
haps, have  relied  my  camels. 

Thefe  provinces  are  chiefly  inhabited  by 
Fins  i  a  people  as  ftupid  in  their  vifage 
as  the  Ruffians  are  lively.  They  are  now 
ihut  up  in  their  cottages :  very  few  are 
without  doors.  A  dreary  fcene  is  every 
where  prefented  to  view,  with  fcarcely  the 
appearance  of  life. 

We  arrived  at  Narva  at  fix  o'clock,  in 

the  dark.     A  centincl  demanded  ourpafT- 

ports  as  we  entered  the  gates,  in  the  name 

of  feme  great  man,  or  Prince,  or.Sove- 

O4  reign  j 
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reign  ;  and  in  his  own  name  he  craved 
ten  copies.  You  cannot  be  £3  unreafbna- 
ble  as  to  expeft  an  account  of  Narva,  (een 
only  at  four,  or  five,  or  fix  o'clock  of  a 
Winter's  evening.  I  feeajumbleofhouics, 
and  if  the  light,  or  rather  the  dark}  does 
not-  deceive  me,  I  fee  vacancies  where  houfes 
might  be  built. 

'We  paffi  under  a  kind  of  triumphal  arch 
-upon  the  other  fide  of  the  town.  I  cannot 
imagine  that  this  was  erected  in  honour 
of  Charles  XII.  The  Mafter  of  the  poft- 
houfe  in  the  fuburbs  adrifed  us  to  ftay  all 
night,  as  the  riverYaroburgh  wasnotfuf- 
ficiently  frozen  to  bear  carriages  with 
fafety.  We  had  to  crofs  this  river  in  our 
firft  ftage  from  hence.  My  German  com- 
panion would  not  content  to  remain,  and 
away  we  drove,  our  bells  jingling,  and  our 
coachman  ringing. 

We  are  now  at  the  banks  of  the  river, 

twenty  verfts  from  Narva.   Our  poftillion 

-  is  gone  to  procure  fome  Ruffian  fifhermen 

for 
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for  our  guides .  I  permitted  the  fledge  and 
horfes,  the  Ruffians  and  German,  to  go 
firft.  The  pieces  of  ice,  hurled  together 
in  this  particular  place,  were  to  fcrve  us 
for  a  bridge.  I  kept  the  caravan  in  fight» 
and  walked  with  caution  behind.  The  ad- 
venture was  not  of  my  planning,  fo  I  al- 
lowed the  gentlemen  to  ihow  me  the  road. 
I  heard  the  water  rumbling  under  me,  and 
upon  every  fide :  this,  at  one  o'clock,  in 
a  Winter  morning,  was  no  agreeable  fi- 
tuation.  We  are  fafely  over,  and  I  have 
laid  myfelf  down  to  deep.  The  poftillion 
founds  his  horn.  I  have  looked  out,  and 
beheld  what  to  me  appeared  enchantment : 
the  Palace  of  Saladin,  a  noble  fquare  of 
buildings,  and  fpacious  ftreets.  Am  I  in 
Petersburg  ?  Surely  it  is  at  a  greater  dis- 
tance from  Narva,  or  I  have  flept  a  long 
time.  This  city,  of  whofe  exigence  I  had 
never  heard,  is  pleafantly  fituated,  near  the 
banks  of  the  river  of  the  fame  name.  The 
moon,  peeping  out  between  two  clouds, 
enables  us  to  view  Yamburgh. 

The- 
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The  Poftmafter  is  a  Ruffian,  the  firft  I 
have  feen  in  this  office.  As  we  approach 
Peterfburg,  the  Poftmailers  are,  in  general, 
Ruffians ;  and  the  Ruffian  and  FinnifU 
villages  more  mixed  together. 

We  are  now  in  Ingria,  and,  notwith- 
standing that  the  ground  is  covered  with 
fiiow,  I  can  fee  marks  of  a  fruitful  country. 
It  is  level,  and  not  incumbered  with  forefts 
or  brufh-wood ;  and,  upon  the  roads,  a 
number  of  fledges  are  loaded  with  all  forts 
of  provifions,  going  to  market.  The  fight 
is  new  and  ftrange :  every  fledge  has  one 
fmall  horfe,  and  a  reverend  driver,  cloathed 
in  flcins :  a  long  beard  hides  one- half  of 
his  face,  while  a  fur  cap  nearly  covers  the 
other.  We  find  a  fad  alteration  in  our 
accommodations  at  the  ftages.  The  tra- 
veller, however,  finds  frill  a  warm  room ; 
and  if  he  has  tea  or  coffee,  bread  and  cheefe 
of  his  own,  he  may  eat  and  drink  »  and 
not  otherwife.  Every  thing  is  good  or 
bad,  by  companion.  I  ufed  to  ihrink  from 
the  entertainment  at  the  German  houfes 
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in  Livonia,  and  now,  I  wifhed  for  any 
difli,  jf  it  only  fmoaked.  I  cannot  eat  my 
cold  provifions,  in  lb  cold  a  climate.  Even 
a  (harp  air  creates  no  appetite,  if  you  are 
lying  in  a  fledge  among  feathers.  I  am 
therefore  convinced,  that  walking,  and 
next  to  it  riding,  is  the  beft  exercile  for  the 
preservation  of  health,  in  every  climate. 

The  Fins  dwell  in  villages.  I  can  lee 
no  detached  huts  in  all  the  country.  Their 
dwellings  are  wretched  indeed.  They  con- 
Jill  of  fmall  fir  trees,  laid  upon  one  ano- 
ther :  the  roof  is  covered  with  deal  boards, 
and  it  is  rare  to  fee  any  of  them  new. — 
What  furprifes  me,  they  build  their  vil- 
lages in  open  fields,  when  the  neighbour- 
hood of  a  wood  might  protect  them  from 
the  fevere  weather. 

We  now  draw  near  to  Petersburg,  upon 
a  riling  ground  called  Roplhaw,  within 
forty  verfts  of  the  Ruffian  Metropolis.— 
The  view  of  the  champaign  before  us  is 
truly  romantic.  It  is  bordered  with  fb- 
refU. 
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refts.  The  fhrubs,  of  unequal  height,  pow- 
dered with  fhow,  exa£tly  refemble  waves? 
And  the  thinry-fcattered  trees,  and  brufti- 
wood  at  the  bottom,  the  mails  and  hulks 
of  veffels. 

We  now  entered  a  wood,  twenty  verfta 
from  Ropfliaw,  and  foon  arrived  at  the 
Palace  of  Strelina,  upon  the  more  of  the 
Gulph  of  Finland.  The  Gulph  turns  ve- 
ry narrow  at  Cronftadt,  and  the  Palace  of 
Strelina  is  ieveral  verfts  nearer  Peteriburg, 
which  we  can  now  diftinguifli— -its  gilded 
Ipires  and  domes,  and  the  coaftof  Cafelia, 
oppofite  to  us,  forming  the  north,  as  In* 
gria,  where  we  now  are,  does  the  fouth 
fhore  of  this  narrow  channel,  leading  from 
Cronftadt  to  the  capital. 

The  ideal  fcenery  at  Ropfhaw  was  here 
realifed.  I  law  the  frozen  Gulph,  with 
fbips  arrefted  in  various  parts,  as  they  had 
been  attempting  to  reach  Cronftadt  or  Pe- 
teriburg, at  the  letting  in  of  thefroft. 

Pe- 
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Peterfburg  is  eighteen  verfts  from  Stre- 
lirta,  where  we  come  upon  an  elegant  road, 
having  marble  and  granite  columns,  to 
mark  the  verfts.  The  feats  of  the  Nobi- 
lity are  a  farther  ornament  to  this  grand 
avenue  into  the  capital.  The  fnow  is 
fpangled  with  temples,  Chinefe  palaces, 
and  many  fuperb  buildings,  all  the  way  to 
die  gates ;  and,  what  is  ftill  a  finer  fight, 
the  road  is  crouded  with  a  brave  and  in- 
duftrious  peasantry,  bringing  to  that  em* 
porium  every  neceflary  of  life. 

Had  one  trod  the  banks  of  the  Neva  a 
hundred  years  ago,  when  the  foundations 
of  Peterfburg  were  not  laid,  and  forced 
his  way  through  the  bull-rufhes,  whic^ 
then  overfpread  them,  and  were  he  now 
to  behold  this  new  creation,  he  would 
imagine  himfelf  in 'a  dream,  reading  the 
Arabian  Night's  Entertainments.  If  Mil- 
ton had  wrote  witlyn  this  period,  I  fhould 
have  fuppofed  that  he  had  borrowed  from 
tbofe  wonderful  improvements  the  ideas 
exprelfed  in  thefe  beautiful  lines; 

Anon, 
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Anon,  out  of  the  earth,  a  fcBrU  huge 
kofc  like  an  exhalation 
*      "     ■  from  the  arched  roof, 
Pendant  by  fubttlc  magic,  many  a  row 
Of  Harry  lamps,  and  blazing  crefcents  t 
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LETTER  XXI. 

Peter/Burg—- Journey  to  CronjlaJt,  over  the 
frozen  Gulpb  of  Finland — Taking  ofOc- 
zakow  by  tbeRuftians — Tins  Fertre/s  will 
be  if  great  Importance  to  Rufsia. 

Peterlburg,  Dec.  1788. 

I  his  morning,  for  the  firft  time,  I  faw 
the  fun  rife  from  the  woods  furrounding 
Pcterfburg.  Having  made  the  tour  of  the 
ftreets,  I  fat  down  to  write  you  a  defcrip- 
tion  of  a  city — but  taking,  accidentally,  a 
volume  of  Fenelon's,  I  found  it  done  to 
my  hand. 

Salentum  is  yet  in  its  infancy;  the  walls 
are  not  yet  built ;  the  Doric,  the  Corin- 
thian, the  Ionic  pillars  of  its  temples  are 
juft  forming.  The  found  of  the  hammer, 
the  fongs  of  the  workmen,  re-echo  from 
the 
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the  neighbouring  forefts.  The  Houfehold 
Gods  of  the  Salentians  are  not  yet  placed 
in  their  nitches. 

Idomeneus,  the  great  founder  of  this 
emporium,  too  foon  entered  into  quarrels 
with  the  adjoining  Hates.  He  laid  the 
foundations  of  his  city  upon  difputed 
ground :  he  appealed,  for  his  right,  to  the 
fword ;  and  although  he  had,  perhaps,  an 
equal  right  with  the  Prince  who  oppofed 
him,  Idomeneus  preferred  the  decifion  of 
arms  to  all  others :  he  preferred  fuch  quick 
decifion  to  the  flow  forms  of  equity  and 
juftice.  He  was  rather  cruel  than  unjuft; 
-he  was  rather  great  than  good, 

Idomeneus  paid  the  utmoft  attention  to 
the  arts  and  fciences;  he  recommended 
them  to  his  fubjects,  after  his  ufual  me- 
thod, vt  et  arms.  He  delighted  moft  in 
thofe  arts  which  taught  to  prepare  for  war 
—in  knowledge  which  taught  him  to  de- 
fy, rather  than  to  appeafe  his  enemies.— 
He  was  not  fingular  in  this  tafte— - nay, 
ha 
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he  had  learned  it  in  his  travels  among  fa- 
vage  nations,  who,  indeed,  called  thcra- 
feTvcs  polifhed,  becaufe  their  fwords  were 
kept  in  the  beft  order  for  war. 

You  know  it  was  common  for  heroes 
to  give  themfelves  titles  drawn  from  fome 
fuppofed  excellence  in  their  armour.  Our 
Black  Prince  owed  his  name  to  his  coat  of 
mail,  and  others  were  furnamed  Long 
Swords,  and  Short  Swords,  and  Daggers. 
Idomeneus,  then,  was  the  Hatchet  Prince: 
this  was  his  fceptre — this  was  his  northern 
talifman,  with  which  he  wrought  greater 
feats  of  magic,  than  Odin  did,  with  his 
Runic  characters.  Mahomet  and  Odin 
called  in  religion  to  their  aid ;  and  had 
Idomeneus  followed  their  example,  he  could 
have  eafily  procured  divine  honours.  He 
was  born  in  a  profligate  age,  when  beads 
and  prayer-books  were  out  of  fafhion : 
his  (hips  were  his  altars,  his  Generals  and 
Admirals  were  his  Priefts,  and  they  were 
not  more  bloody  ones  than  the  Apoftles  of 
the  Arabian  and  Scythian' Field  Preachers. 
P  Idomeneus 
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Iiiomcncus  has  left  behind  him  many  ho- 
.  nourable  debts  to  pay — many  difputes.to 
-.  fettle.   The  neighbouring  Princes  ftill  feel 
the  edge  of  his  hatchet,  and  take  every  op- 
portunity to  be  revenged. 

Peace  has  not  long  Wetted  thefe  plains, 
fince  Idomeneus  left  the  world ;  and  it  will 
require  the  moil  prudent  councils  of  Men- 
tor to  fteer  clear  of  war,  the  deftroyer  of 
induftry.  The  empire  is  abundantly  able 
•  to  defend  itfelf,  and  even  to  beat  all  its 
enemies;  but  this  will  not  increafe  its 
agriculture  and  trade,  and  it  has  no  oeca- 
fion  for  more  extent  of  dominion.  Peace, 
therefore,  ought  to  be  the  fole  object  of  its 
Government;  and  in  peace,  population, 
agriculture,  and  commerce  will  increafe  of 
themfelves.  The  Government  have  only 
to  wind  up  this  huge  machine,  and  keep 
it  clear  of  duft,  for  we  muft  allow  Idome- 
neus  the  honour  of  its  conftruc'tion ;  and 
a  nation  that  has  fo  little  to  dread  from, 
war,  in  regard  to  its  fafety,  and  fo  much 
to  apprehend  in  regard  to  its  profperity,  can 
the 
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the  more  eafily,  and  ought  the  more  anx-*] 
ioufly  to  avoid  war. 

As  I  wandered  in  the  ftreets,  the  firft 
object  that  ftruck  me,  was  the  equeftrian 
ftatue  of  Peter  the  Great.  I  cannot  de- 
fcribe  the  emotions  I  felt.  This  ftatue 
does  equal  honour  to  the  munificence  of 
Catherine  II.  and  to  the  artift,  M .  Falconet. 

I  law,  at  forne  diftance,  the  imperial 
refidence.  I  walked  in  front  of  it.  Per- 
haps this  is  Catherine,  at  the  window.  "  If 
"  it  pleafe  your  Imperial  Majefty,"  faid  I 
to  myfelf,  "  I  am  arrived  in  your  capital, 
"  by  your  own  order,  obtained  from  your 
"  Governor  of  Riga.  But  I  am  not  come 
"  as  a  Spy :  I  venerate  the  great  founder 
*'  of  this  Government,  and  his  fucceftbrs 
"  who  walk  in  his  footfteps." 

Next  day  I  embarked  in  a  Hedge  for 

Cronftadt.    Our  road  lay  over  the  frozen 

Gulph  of  Finland.    The  day  was  ftormy, 

»nd  clouds  of  fnow  drifted  around  us.     I 

P  a  never 
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never  felt  the  feverity  of  cold  until  this 
day :  I  am  fhivering  to  death,  though  bu- 
ried in  a  fur  coat.  The  fun  bowed  him- 
felf  under  the  horizon  at  three  o'clock  in 
the  afternoon,  and  left  us  to  grope  our 
way  the  beft  we  could.  There  are  yet 
fome  parts  of  the  gulph  not  frozen,  oc- 
casioned by  cracks  in  the  ice.  Our  poftil- 
lion  is  very  careful,  but  very  cold — he  runs 
with  the  horfes,  to  keep  himfelf  warm. 

You  have  heard  of  the  Glaciers  of  Sa- 
voy :  the  northern  Glacier  extends  over 
all  the  Baltic— over  all  Scandinavia — and 
from  Scandinavia^  to  the  North  Pole !  Had 
Winter  feized  this  gulph  in  a  ftormy  day, 
it  would  have  been  a  very  rough  turnpike. 
Fortunately  it  was  arretted  in  a  calm,  and 
is  as  fmooth  and  level  as  a  bowling-green. 

■  It  is  common  for  the  Fins  to  go  from 
Finland  to  Sweden  in  Winter,  acrofs  the 
Bothnian  Gulph.  Figure  to  yourfelf  the 
peasants  travelling  in  their  fledges,  loaded 
with  cheefe,  butter,  and  poultry,  where 
lately  a  flrip  of  the  tine  had  been  tolled  in 
a  hur- 
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a  hurricane  I  We  are  jogging  on  to  Cron- 
ftadt  by  the  light  of  the  fnow :  the  moon 
cannot  attend  to  every  part  of  the  Ruffian 
dominions  at  once.  When  the  moon  (bines, 
the  fnow  ferves  as  a  reflector  to  her  lamp, 
and  rivals  day.  The  coachman  gave  us 
notice  of  Cronftadt  being  at  hand.  I 
looked  out,  and  faw  fome  wooden  huts 
flicking  among  ice  and  fnow :  there  was 
no  appearance  of  land,  which  was  level 
with  the  water,  and  clad  in  the  fame  uni- 
form with  the  ocean.  I  faw,  too,  the  Ruf- 
fian Navy,  firmly  bound  in  the  harbour, 
difmantled  of  its  rigging,  and  hung  round 
with  icicles. 

I  walked  the  ftreets  in  a  melancholy 
mood : — I  viewed  before  me  the  refidence 
of  its  late  Governor,  now  no  more !  Tears 
filled  my  eyes  as  I  entered — the  Admiral's 
youngeft  boy  was  in  the  parlour.  I  placed 
him  upon  my  knee,  and  prefled  him  to  my 
bofom  I  Admiral  Greig  has  left  behind 
him  a  widow,  three  young  fbns,  and  a 
daughter.  The  Emprefs  is  now  the  guar- 
P  3  dian 
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dian  of  the  children — they  have  no  other 
capable  of  the  charge,  and  need  them  not. 

It  was  a  fine  morning  when  I  returned 
to  Peterfburg.  The  fun  feemed  to  ftretch 
a  degree  in  altitude  at  mid-day,  for  the 
honour  of  the  northern  climate.  The 
black  woods  of  Finland  fringe  the  plain 
of  ice  on  either  fide,  as  we  proceed.  Cron- 
ftadt  leflens  to  the  eye  as  we  look  behind 
us,  and  the  fpires  of  Peterfburg  rife  ma- 
jeflic  in  the  eaftern  horizon.  The  fun- 
'  beams  polifh  her  gilded  turrets,  which  ap- 
pear like  gold  pins  hanging  from  the  fir- 
mament ! 

On  my  arrival  at  Peterfburg,  I  heard 
forrowful  tidings  of  our  gracious  King. 
We  are  all  here  in  agony  for  our  Sove- 
reign, and  fervently  implore  the  Almighty 
to  reftore  him  to  health,  and  to  his  peo- 
ple! 

The  Ruffians  have  at  laft  ftrack  a  blow 

at  Mahomet.    The  fortrefs  of  Oczakow 

has 
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has  been  taken  by  lVorm  by  Prince  Po~ 
tempkin's  army.  A  horrid  flaughtcr  of 
the  garrifon  enfued.  It  is  faid,  upwards 
of  fevcn  thoufand  were  put  to  the  ftvord ! 
The  cannon  of  the  Citadel  and  Admiralty 
are  announcing  the  victory  to  the  inhabi- 
tants. 

Oczakow  is  now  taken  for  the  third 
time  by  the  Ruffians,  and  has  coft  them 
altogether  near  100,000  men  I  If  Ruf- 
fia  is  fo  foolifh  as  again  to  give  it  up  to 
the  Ottomans,  they  will  deferve  to  be 
laughed  at.  The  fortrefs  itfelf  is  of  vafl 
confequence.  la  regard  to  the  Tartars,  it  is 
well  fvtuated  to  keep  them  in  order,  and 
gives  Ruflia  more  command  of  the  navi- 
gation of  the  River  Niefler,  and  cftablif hes 
her  more  firmly  in  her  iettlements  upon 
the  Black  Sea. 

Ruflia,  formerly  an  inland  kingdom, 
and  without  almofl  any  knowledge  of  a 
fea,  before  lhe  eftablimed  a  maritime  pow- 
er, had  firft  to  conquer  the  lands  leading 
P4  to 
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to  the  fea-eoaft.  Ivan  Vafilivitfch  I.  and 
II.  extended  their  dominions  upon  every 
fide.  Towards  the  north,  they  found  a 
fea  unclaimed  by  any  power,  and  they  had 
no  ftruggle  in  afiuming  its  fovereignty. 
Peter  I.  not  fatisfied  with  thofe  frozen 
lands  and  waters,  feized  upon  three  feas  in 
finer  climates,  the  Black  Sea,  the  Cafpian, 
and  the  Baltic,  and  feemed  to  confidcr 
them  only  as  additional  provinces  to. his 
empire. 
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LETTER  XXII. 


Winter Drefst  andDiverfontoft&eRufsians— 
Manners  and  Cujioms — Rufsian  Jubilee — 
Ancient and Modern  Drejfes  oftbcRufsiam. 


Peteriburg,  Jan.  Feb.  1789. 

1  HE  firft'  day  of  the  year  is  a  great  day 
at  Court :  every  ftar,  garter,  and  ribbon! 
15  waiting  upon  her  Imperial  Majefty. 
The  cannons,  drums,  and  trumpets  are  all 
at  work :  thefe  are  the  drawing-room  fur- 
niture of  an  Imperial  Palace. 

It  is  now  defperately  cold  weather,  no 
lefs  than  25  degrees  of  Reaumur.  I  fhall 
,  be  frozen  to  a  ftatue.  We  drive  about 
the  ftreets  and  upon  the  Neva  in  fledges, 
■  of  a  different  conftru&ion  from  thofe  ufed 
for  travelling}  fome  refembling  a  fmall 
boat,  and  others  the  body  of  an  open  chaife. 
The 
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The  higher  ranks  in  general,  however, 
ufe  their  coaches,  placed  upon  a  fledge 
frame:  and  it  is  merely  for  an  hour's 
araufement  when  they  drive  in  fledges. 

Every  gentleman  and  lady  of  the  lower 
order,  as  long  as  they  have  a  copic  to 
fpend,  lay  it  out  chearfully  in  hiring  the 
ft reet- fledges,  ranged  at  all  the  corners, 
pro  bono  publico.  They  look  tike  fo  many 
phatons  by  the  fpeed  of  their  horfes ;  only 
their  carriages  have  no  wheels. 

Theifliwhofhics.orfledge-drivers,  make 
it  a  point  of  honour  to  pafs  every  other 
brother  of  the  reins  j  they*  ufe  no  whips : 
there  is  a  continual  ftruggle  for  fuch  pre- 
eminence. Their  horfes  are  excellent ; 
few  of  them  worth  lefs  than  twenty  or 
thirty  guineas.  The  ifliwhofliics,  by  a  pe- 
culiar management  of  the  reins,  make 
them  anfwer  the  double  purpofe  of  a 
whip,  and  indeed  they  have  but  to  fpeak 
to  their  geldings  if  they  wifli  them  to  run ; 
they  cannot  Hop  them  fo  eaflly.  I  have 
never 
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never  feen  horfes  with  more  fpirit.  peter 
J.  ufed  thole  ftreet  conveyances,  in  com- 
mon with  his  fubje&s ;  and  it  frequently 
happened  that  he  had  not  money  in  his 
pocket  to  pay  the  fare ;  on  which  occafion 
he,  borrowed  of  fome  perfon  or  other  to 
difchargc  it.  Peter's  attention  to  great 
matters  left  no  time  to  think  of  little 
matters,  for  which  little  men  will  never 
forgive  him.  The  Ruffian  beau  attends  his 
miftrefs  in  a  fledge,  fitting  withher  or Hand- 
ing behind.  The  grand  field,  where  they 
parade,  is  the  Neva.  It  is  the  race  ground 
where  the  gentlemen  difplay  their  expert- 
nefs  at  driving,  and  the  fleetnefs  of  their 
nags ;  a  part  of  the  frozen  river  is  railed  in 
for  the  purpofe.  But,  in  ordinary,  there  is 
racing  every  where,  and  it  is  well  if  oneef- 
capes  being  rode  down.  Thisgivesconftant 
exercife  to  the  eyes  in  watching,  as  well  as 
to  the  feet  in  getting  clear  off.  And  this, 
|  prefume,  may  be  the  caufe  of  the  quick 
ftep  and  look  of  the  Peterburghcrs.  There 
is  a  perpetual  flight  in  the  ftreets,  to  pre- 
fcrve  legs  and  arms,  and  the  word  pady,  or 
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get  out  of  the  way,  refounds  from  morn- 
ing to  night.  Street  travelling  is  much 
cheaper  here  in  Winter  than  in  Summer. 
The  fledges  are  very  numerous :  many  of 
the  Ruffians  in  the  country,  whofe  work 
is  put  an  end  to  by  the  froft,  come  into 
town  with  their  horfes,  and  commence 
hackney  fledgemen.  When  Summer  re- 
turns,  thegentlemen  and  ladies  are  turned 
put  of  their  carriages,  and  again  prefs  the 
pavement  with  their  feet.  The  wheel  car- 
riages are  double  and  triple  the  expencc 
of  the  Winter  equipage.  There  are  no 
regulations  for  the  hire ;  a  circumftance 
which  very  frequently  calls  forth  the  molt 
violent  exertions  of  oratory.  The  irtiwho- 
fliic  knows  by  a  glance  of  your  counte- 
nance how  much  to  afk — If  you  are  afo- 
reigner,  he  demands  five  times  his  fare;  if 
a  Ruffian,  he  only  afks  double.  Calcu- 
lating upon  receiving  %  half  of  his  demand 
from  each.  The  hirer  makes  an  offer  em 
paffant  j  it  is  ref ufed,  and  he  walks  away : 
the  iftiwhofhic  endeavours  to  perfuade  him 
to  give  more,  until  the  gentleman  is  out 
of 
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of  hearing,  when,  being  convinced  that 
argument  is  fruitlefs,  he  drives  after  him, 
and  receives  the  pafienger  without  ex- 
changing another  word.  Thofe  fledges 
actually  add  to  the  feverity  of  the  Ruffian 
climate.  The  quicknefs  of  their  motion, 
if  the  wind  is  in  your  face,  occafions,  be- 
tides the  increafed  coldnefs,  a  fenfation  as 
if  your  brow  was  cut  with  a  razor. 
Againft  this  you  muft  defend  yourfelf  as 
you  can  by  the  aid  of  a  muff,  which  cover- 
ing the  whole  of  your  face,  you  fit  very 
comfortably  while  taking  an  airing  in  the 
dark.  The  ladies  have  the  advantage  of 
their  male  relations :  they  paint  inch  thick ; 
which,  if  it  does  not  add  to  their  beauty, 
at  leaft  prevents  them  from  being  froft  bit- 
ten; Ifeethefairdamfelsgalloppiiigin  20 
degrees  of  Reaumur,  without  even  a  bon- 
netj  while  the  fons  of  Mars,  fwords,  buck- 
lers, and  aJI,  are  rolled  up  in  fable.  Va- 
nity in  our  lex  has  the  fame  effect  as  paint 
in  the  other.  A  Ruffian  beau  of  the  firft 
magnitude  defpifes  a warmdrefs,  as  it  fpoils 
his  lhapes — he  ftruts  in  filk  ftockings,  a 
hat 
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hat  and  cockade ;  and  as  often  as  the  cold 
will  permit,  he  throws  his  fur  cloak 
afide,  to  difplay  his  filk  breeches,  and  fatin 
veft. 

The  Police  are  very  attentive  to  prefervfi 
the  people  from  ufing  improper  freedoms, 
pr  expofing  themfelves  to  this  ungracious 
climate.  The  theatres  and  all  places  oS 
public  amufement  are  fiiut,  when  the  cold 
is  feventeen  degrees  of  Reaumur.  A  cuf- 
tom  of  the  Ruffian  Nobility  and  Gentry 
makes  this  regulation  absolutely  necefiary. 
Afiatic  pomp  prevails  here,  as  much  as  at 
Ifpahan  or  Delhi,  in  defiance  of  ice  and 
ftorms.  They  make  their  attendants  wait 
with  their  carriages  wherever  they  go,  for 
one,  or  for  ten  hours,  as  it  happens,  let 
the  cold  be  ever  To  violent.  The  miferablc 
grins  of  thofe  half  frozen  wretches,  con- 
vince me  that  it  is  not  their  choice :  the 
coachmen  are  fometimes  froze  to  death, 
upon  their  boxes.  I  (hall  talk  of  thehardi- 
nefs  of  the  natives,  when  I  have  feen  it. 
.Could  I  forget  for  a  moment  fuch  barba- 
rity, 
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rity,  this  affe&ed  pomp  of  frozen  atten^ 
dants  would  be  truly  laughable.  Every 
gentleman  who  is  entitled  by  his  rank,  ra- 
ther than  by  his  fortune,  to  be  drawn  by 
fix  horfes,  mull:  have  that  number :  but 
no  regard  is  had  to  quality,  fize,  or  co- 
lour ;  fo  that  it  is  common  to  fee  among 
the  fix  horfes,  four  of  different  tints.  The 
coachmen  have  beards,  hanging  to  their 
girdles,  and  from  every  hair  depends  an 
icicle :  the  poftillions  are  all  young  boys^ 
blowing  their  fingers :  add  to  this  portrait 
the  fheep-fldn  doublet,  and  a  cap  of  the 
fame  fluff,  as  black  as  if  the  fkins  were 
already  prepared  for  fhoe  leather.  To  con- 
trait  this  fpectacle,  the  great  man  within, 
and  his  two  or  three  liverymen  behind  the 
.chaife,  are  covered  with  gold  lace.  Many 
of  the  Nobility  go  to  the  other  extreme, 
and  the  magnificence  of  their  carriages, 
their  horfes,  and  their  fervants,  are.  be- 
coming only  of  crowned  heads. 

The  Ruffian  Jubilee  has  commenced.— 

Ice  hills. are  erefted  upon  the  Neva,  and 

all 


3,g,1,zed  by  GoOgle 


(     404     > 

all  the  apparatus  of  a  Bartholomew  Fair. 
The  river  is  crowded  with  the  beft,  and 
with  the  worft  company :  much  is  the 
noifcof  men,  and  dogs,  and  boys.  There 
muft  be  at  leaft  thirty  thoufand  people  afc 
fcmbled.  Her  Imperial  Majefty  Catherine 
II.  drove  amidft  her  fubje&s  in  a  Hedge, 
followed  by  feveral  others,  with  the  at- 
tending Officers  of  the  Court.  A  party 
of  the  Huflar  Guards  elcorted  her  Majefty. 
The  fame  day  appeared  the  Grand  Duke  and 
Duchcfs,  and  after  them  came  their  children, 
the  young  Grand  Dukes  and  Duchefles. 
We  had  with  us  the  whole  Imperial  Houfe 
of  Ruffia,  and  they  were  received  with 
every  demonstration  of  loyalty  and  affec- 
tion. The  fevere  Winter  procured  the 
Neva  this  honour.  Thefe  af&mblies  do 
not  take  place  upon  the  river  unlefs  when 
the  ice  has  attained  fuch  a  thicknefs  as  may 
infure  fafety.  This  Winter  is  uncommon* 
ly  fevere,  and  feems  remarkable,  even  to 
the  Ruffians.  There  is  no  riot  with  all 
this  buftle — not  a  furly  look,  nor  a  Jingle 
blow  given  or  received.    The  Ruffians  are 
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fo  bufy  in  drinking,  finging,  and  laugh- 
ing, that  they  have  no  time  for  quarrel- 
ling. The  police  are  watchful  $  but  there 
does  not  appear  to  be  much  reafon  for 
their  vigilance.  The  temples  of  Bac- 
chus and  of  Venus  now  open  their  gates. 
Thefe  are  built  here  of  a  construction 
proper  for  the  climate,  having  ftoves, 
folding  doors,  and  double  windows.  The 
daggering  votaries  of  the  former  make  the 
air  refound  with  their  longs.  A  Ruffian 
never  walks  by  himfelf  when  he  gets 
drunk,  if  he  can  lay  hold  of  a  friend : 
three  or  four  ftagger  in  concert,  and, 
very  focially  knock  their  heads  together. 
They  get  drunk  in  company,  and  rife  and 
fall  as  one  man.  They  do  not  tipple  for 
hours  j  they  fwallow  as  much  in  two  or 
three  minutes  as  completely  does  the  bu- 
finefs  they  came  about.  If  there  be  no 
fophas  at  hand,  they  can  make  a  fhift  to 
lie  wherever  they  tumble.  With  regard 
to  love,  and  to  drefs,  a  beard  a  yard  long 
is  in  high  estimation  among  the  fair 
nymphs  of  Ruflia.  The  Scotch  have  a 
merry  air  beginning  with 

Q_  The 


Jigiiized  by  GoOgle 


(    as6    ) 

The  Carle  he  came  o'er  the  craft 
With  his  beard  new  {haven. 

Such  a  preparation  in  a  Ruffian  lover 
would  go  near  to  ruin  his  fuit.  The 
commonality  have  ftill  a  great  veneration 
for  this  fringe  of  human  hair,  notwith- 
standing the  efforts  of  their  Monarchs  to 
root  it  out  ■,  and  it  is  only  thofe  depending 
upon  Government,  in  the  ArmyandNavy, 
who  have  yet  complied  with  the  cuftom 
and  the  with  of  the  Court.  Thofe  who 
retain  their  beards,  retain  Ukewife  the  an- 
cient drefs ;  the  long  Twaddling  coat,  ei- 
ther of  fkins,  or  of  coarfe  cloth  lined  with 
fkins,  in  Winter,  and  in  Summer,  of  cloth 
only.  About  their  middle  they  have  a  faih 
ofanycolourj  but  what  they  moftly  affeft, 
is  green  or  yellow.  They  wear  trowfcrs 
inftead  of  breeches  and  (lockings :  their 
limbs  are,  befides,  wrapped  in  many  folds 
of  woollen  fluffs  to  keep  them  warm,  and 
above  all  they  wear  boots.  Their  Hurts  are 
fafhioned  as  women's ;  their  necks  expofed 
to  the  cold,  and  as  hard  and  impenetrable, 
from 


3,g,1,zed  by  GdOgle 


(    *»7    J 

from  ttiis  practice,  as  a  piece  of  adamant. 
Government  continue  to  exert  every  nerve 
to  compel  the  fubje&s  to  adopt  the  Ger- 
man drefs  The  Clergy  alone  excepted, 
hone  can  procure  any  place,  any  favour 
from  Court,  upon  other  condition  than 
banimmg  the  Afiatic  fheep-fkin  robes. 
The  worn-out  veteran  retires  with  a  peri- 
fion,  upon  the  exprefs  terms  of  never  again 
afiuming  the  habit  of  his  fathers.  But  fb 
jealoufly  attached  are  the  multitude  to  for- 
mer manners,  and  fo  honourable  do  they 
efteem  them,  that  a  Ruffian  drafted  in  his 
beard  and  gown,  tells  you  by  his  looks 
that  he  has  not  proftituted  the  memory  of 
his  anceftors. 

The  drefs  of  the  women  is  the  reverfe 
of  the  men,  both  in  fafhion.  and  colour. 
Every  part  of  it  being  as  fhort  and  tight 
as,  decency  will  allow,  and  as  gaudy  as 
their  copies  will  admit.  The  drefs  of  the 
Ruffian  women  is  exactly  the  fame  with 
that  of  the  Highland  women  in  Scot- 
land: both  have  the  fliort  jacket*  the 
Q^2  {taped- 
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ftripcd  petticoat,  and  the  tartan  plaid  j  and 
both  too,  in  general,  have  a  napkin  rolled 
about  their  head.  The  Ruffian  women 
are,  however,  far  more  elegant  and  rich  in 
their  attire ;  nor  is  gold  lace  wanting  to  fet 
off  their  charms,  any  more  than  the  art  of 
painting.  The  young  generation  are  mo- 
dernizing thefe  antic  veftments ;  the  ftiff 
embroidered  napkin  is  fupplanted  by 
one  of  flowing  filk ;  the  jacket  and  petti- 
coat are  of  muflin,  or  other  fine  fhiffs ; 
and  the  plaid  is  exchanged  for  a  filk  or 
fattin  cloak,  in  the  cold  feafon,  lined  with 
fur.  The  better  dais  of  females  wear 
velvet  boots.  The  drefs  of  the  higher 
ranks  is  after  the  French  and  Englifh  fa- 
fhion :  and  all  muft  have  a  covering  of  fur 
fix  months  of  the  year.  Thus  equipped, 
the  prince  and  the  peafant  are  hurled  in 
their  chaifes  and  fledges  through  the  dreary 
Scythian  Winter. 
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LETTER  XXIII. 

Teterjburg  contains  tbe  mofl  Jinking  ajfem- 
blage  of  all  Nations—The  Rufsian  Tbea- 
tre— the  native  good  tafie  of  tbe  Rufsians 
for  Mufc — Specimens  of  tbe  mojl  favourite 
Rufsian  and  Coffdc  Tunes. 

St.  Peteriburg,  Feb.  1789. 

1  feel  myfclf  here  as  in  another  world, 
the  drefs.the  manners,  and  cuftorns  of  the 
people  are  fo  different  fromthofe  qf  other 
nations  in  Europe. 

Befides  the  variety  of  nations  which 
compofe  the  Ruffian  Empire,  in  my  daily 
walk  through  the  city  I  meet  with  Englifii, 
Danes,  French,  Swedes,  Italians, Spaniards, 
,  Portuguefe,  Venetians,  Poles,  Germans, 
Perfians,  and  Turks;  the  latter  are  arrived 
here  prifoners  from  Oczakow,  This  af- 
Q^3  fembly 
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fembly  is  a  natural  mafquerade,  and  no 
city  upon  earth  prefents  any  amufemcnt 
of  this  kind  in  fuch  perfection  as  Peterf- 
burg.  In  other  great  cities  the  variety  of 
ftrangcrs  are  not  fo  dutinguifhable  as  here, 
owing  to  their  accommodating  themfelves 
to  the  drefs  of  the  country  in  which  they 
refide,  or  fojourn,  in  order  to  prevent  the 
mob  from  flaring  at  them. 

In  Peterlburg  there  is  no  need  of  thii 
compliance :  let  foreigners  be  drefled  ever 
fo  oddly,  they  will  find,  in  every  lane,  fub- 
jefts  of  the  Ruffian  Empire  to  keep  them 
in  countenance.  She  brings  into  this 
ball  her  various  fwarms,  from  the  fiiowy 
mountains  of  Kamfchatka,  to  the  fertile 
plains  of  the  Ukraine — a  fpace  of  4,000 
miles  1  Siberians,  Tongufians,  Calmucs, 
and  an  endlefs  train  of  Tartar  nations,  the 
Fins,  the  Coflacs,  &c,  Peterfburg  is  a 
ftrange  city,  even  to  the  Ruffians :  it  in- 
creafes  daily,  with  new  recruits  from  eve- 
ry corner  of  the  empire, 

Ruffia 
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Ruffia  refembles  an  heir  newly  come  to 
his  eftate. .  She  is  only  beginning  to  learn, 
and  feeras  ftruck  at  her  own  importance. 
This  young  heir  has  got  his  different  Maf- 
ters  to  attend  him ;  the  Englifh  Mailer  is 
teaching  him  the  art  of  navigation  and 
commerce ;  the  French,  as  ufual,  to  dance 
and  to  chefs ;  the  Italian  is  drawing  plans 
for  his  houfe,  and  teaching  him  to  fing ; 
the  German  makes  him  wheel  to  the  right 
and  left,  and  teaches  him  all  the  other  arts 
of  war. 

The  truth  is,  the  Rufljans  are  going  on 
too  fail  in  affe&ing,  as  well  as  attaining 
improvement.  Foreigners  have  put  too 
many  things  into  their  heads,  and,  I 
believe,  are  picking  their  pockets,  by  the 
idle  fchemes  with  which  they  amu.fe  them. 
The  Ruffians,  in  general,  look  upon  fo- 
reigners as  a  kind  of  fuperior  beings,  in 
regard  to  the  arts  and  fciences.  They  va- 
lue themielves  chiefly  upon  their  valour, 
and  the  itrength  of  their  army  and  navy, 

0.4    *  The 
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The  improvement  that  firft  attracted 
my  attention  is  the  theatre :  in  the  depth 
of  a  fix  month's  Winter,  this  naturally  at- 
tracts us  from  other  obje&s  perhaps  more 
valuable.  They  have  French,  German, 
and  Ruffian  Comedians,  and  an  Italian 
Opera.  The  mafqucrade  is  a  favourite 
amufement  at  this  dreary  feafon.  There 
are  fuch  great  diftin&ions  of  ranks  with- 
out doors,  that  they  are  happy  at  times  to 
fink  and  forget  thefe  in  a  mafque.  On  the 
contrary,  in  England  we  are  fo  much  up- 
on a  level,  without  and  within  doors,  that 
it  would  be  no  amufement  or  relaxation 
to  repeat  the  fame  fcenes :  and  this  I  take 
to  be  the  reafon  that  we  have  few  mafquc- 
rades. 

The  French  Actors  are  highly  efteeni- 
ed  ;  and  I  allure  you  the  Ruffian  Players 
are  no  lefs  fo,  in  comedy.  The  latter  have 
a  peculiar  turn  for  works  of  humour ;  but 
in  tragedy  they  cut  a  poor  figure.  Tra- 
gedy has  no  charms  in  their  eyes,  and  I 
am  very  much  of  their  way  of  thinking. 
There 
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There  are  a  fufficient  number  of  melan- 
choly fcenes  prefented  every  day  in  real 
life:  I  prefer,   with  the  Mofcovites,  to 
fing  and  dance  while  we  may. 

This  turn  for  humour  in  the  Ruffians 
is  attended  with  a  fault :  their  comedy  too 
often  approaches  to  farce.  They  enjoy, 
with  all  their  fouls,  their  native  operas, 
in  which  are  introduced  rural  fcenery,  and 
manners,  and  native  airs.  Were  I  not 
afraid  of  your  calling  me  Goth,  I  would 
tell  you  I  prefer  many  of  the  Rufs  fongs 
to  the  Italian :  they-  are  fimple,  but  ex- 
quifitely  pleafing — the  Ruffians  forget  eve- 
ry thing elfe  while  they  are  liftening  to  them. 
Even  among  the  waggoners,  and.  other 
nifties,  we  (hall  fometimes  find  five  or 
fix,  dividing  their  voices  into  as  many 
keys,  and  producing  a  concert,  no  way 
contemptible.  They  are  felf-taught,  and 
do  not  understand  what  tenor,  or  bafs,  or 
triple  means.  I  wonder  that  the  Italians 
have  not  pretended  that  fome  David  Rizio 
had 
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had  vifitcd  this  country,  feeing  they  are 
jealous  of  their  quavers. 

The 'Ruffian  inftraments  of  mufic  are. 
Jimple  as  their  fangs :  of  thefe,  the  bali- 
leka  is  the  favourite  of  the  common  people. 
This  is  a  kind  of  guittar,  with  two  firings ; 
the  performer  places  it  upon  his  knee,  and 
ftrikes  the  wire  with  fuch  art,  as  to  move 
fome  correfponding  chord  in  the  breaft  of 
every  Ruffian  within  hearing.  Several 
of  their  other  inftruments  refemble  thofe 
of  the  ancient  Romans ;  particularly  the 
pipe  of  Pan  is  matclied  by  their  whiffle, 
of  nine  or  ten  joints,  placed  at  each  othen 
fides,  of  unequal  lengths. 

You  muft  always  expeft  to  hear  poetry 
mentioned  with  muftc.  RufTia  has  pro- 
duced two  excellent  poets,  in  Lomonoibf, 
and  Sumorokof.  The  fongs  of  the  pea- 
fants  are  not  destitute  of  poetry;  and,  as 
they  convey  the  trucft  characleriftic  of  a 
people,  I  will  hereafter  endeavour  to  give 
you  a  translation  of  fome  of  the  belt. — 
Poetry, 
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poetry,  under  all  its  difguifes,  has  deliver* 
ed  to  us  more  faithful  pi&ures  of  our  an- 
cestors than  hiftory.  This  fubttme  art 
impels  to  truth.  Truth  is  the  actor  in 
poetry}  fiction  is  the  fcenery  and  drefs. 

I  fend  you  with  this  letter  a  fpecimen 
of  fome  of  the  moft  favourite  tunes  of  the 
Ruffians  and  Coffacs,  which  refound  upon 
every  road  and  through  every  village  in 
Ruifia.  I  have  omitted  the  variations  by 
modern  Mailers, 
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LETTER   XXIV. 

Eajler  Holidays^-Of  the  River  Neva — - 
Rufsian  Climate— Winter  Market  at  Pe~ 
terjburg,  a  great  Curiofity — The  Benefit 
'which  the  Rufsians  derive  from  tbefevere 
Frofts. 


St.  Peterfburg,  March,  April,  1 789. 

1  he  Eafter  Holidays  have  ended,  and 
the  Bartholomew  gambols  are  again  re- 
newed, but  not  upon  the  ice.  The  Neva 
is  beginning  to  make  off  his  icy  chain :  it 
is  only  when  he  is  a  bound  Have  that  peo- 
ple venture  to  tread  upon  him. 

One  of  the  fquares  of  the  city  was  fixed 
upon  for  the  exhibitions.  Wooden  huts 
are  ere&ed,  within  which  the  multitude 
are  entertained  with  brandy  and  theatrical 
smufemenu.  Befides  the  dramatic  fcenes  in 
thofe  huts,  there  were  a  variety  of  fways, 
upon 
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Upon  which  the  Ruffian  lads  and  laffcs 
mounted  together  into  the  air.  I  faw  ie* 
Veral  Turks  Twinging  along  with  their 
conquerors.  I  was  happy  to  fee  the  poor1 
Mahometan  prifoners  in  fuch  good  fpirits. 
Indeed  they  are  treated  here  with  much 
humanity.  Peter  I.  had,  no  doubt,  brought 
the  models  of  thofe  entertainments  from 
London  or  Amfterdam,  as  the  bell  to  be 
had  at  that  time.  They  do  not  appear  to 
be  of  Ruffian  original.  It  is  furprifing  to 
View  the  firft  Nobility  of  the  empire, 
driving  in  their  carriages  around  the  cir- 
cle which  holds  the  rabble,  flaring  at  one 
another,  and  at  the  mob,  for  hours  toge- 
ther. 

The  Neva,  by  the  continual  froft  fince 
die  beginning  of  November  lair,  has  at- 
tained an  amazing  degree  of  thicknefs,  and 
it  would  feem  to  require  a  whole  Summer 
to  melt  it.  Were  the  river  to  remain  (hut 
until  the  ice  was  melted,  there  would  be 
no  navigation  of  it  before  July  or  Auguft. 
The  current  of  the  river,  when  the  ice 
turns  weak  and  porous,  by  the  melting  of 
the 
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the  fnow  upon  its  furface,  hurls  this  body 
away,  and  clears  the  Neva ;  and  the  Neva, 
m  like  manner,  clears  the  Lake  Ladoga.*- 
Soon  after  the  Neva  ice  is  gone,  the  rotten  ; 
ice  of  the  Ladoga  is  drawn  into  the  river 
by  its  current.  Nature  has  cut  out  a  river 
from  moft  of  the  northern  lakes,  to  drain 
them  of  their  ice.  The  intenfe  heat  of  the 
Polar  Summer  affifts  in  this  work,  and  to 
render  them  foon  navigable,  for  the  pur- 
poles  of  fifhing  and  tranfporting  of  mer- 
chandize. An  intenfe  fun  might  reduce 
the  ice  to  a  perfect  honey-comb;  but  while 
it  floats,  it  incommodes  all  navigation,  and 
therefore  the  rivers  are  absolutely  neccflary 
todifperfe  it. 

It  has  been  aflerted,  that  the  northern 
Winter  is  the  beft  fcafon  for  tranfporting 
merchandize,  from  the  uninterrupted 
fmoothnefs  of  the  roads,  over  the  frozen 
land  and  water.  This  is  fo  far  trutf— it 
accelerates  the  tranfporting  of  goods  in 
fledges,  from  inland  parts,  to  the  princi- 
pal towns  fituated  near  lakes  and  rivers, 
to  be  fent  by  water,  iri  Summer,  to  the 
great 
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great  marts  of  trade,  as  Peteriburg,  Arch- 
angel, and  Riga :  but  the  goods  could  not 
be  brought  to  thefe  laft  ports  by  land- 
carriage,  from  one  or  two  thoufand  miles 
diitance,  allowing  the  roads  to  be  ever  fb 
fmooth,  without  railing  the  prices  to  an 
enormous  height.  It  is  by  (hipping  alone 
that  the  Ruffian  commerce  can  be  effec- 
tually fupported.  Peteriburg  is  fupplied 
by  land-carriage  in  Winter,  with -provi- 
fions ;  not  becaufe  land-carriage  is  cheaper 
or  more  convenient  than  carriage  by  water 
in  Summer,  but  becaufe  the  provifions  can- 
not be  brought  at  any  other  feafon  with 
fafety.  A  live  ftock  cannot  be  brought  to1 
market,  at  the  fame  expence,  as  when 
killed  and  packed  at  the  place  where  it  was 
fed  i  and  befides  the  expence,  a  live  ftock 
would  require  to  be  fatted  at  their  arrival. 
When  killed,  cold  weather  is  the  only  fea- 
fon,  in  a  country  where  the  Summer  is  fb 
warm,  for  tranfporting  the  carcaues  to 
market,  frefh,  as  well  as  to  fait  and  convey 
provifions  to  the  cellars  in  diftant  towns, 
for  Summer's  ufe.  Wild  game,  andfilh,  in< 
particular, 
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particular,  could  not  be  conveyed  frefii,  in 
any  other  manner,  from  a  diftance  of  many 
hundred  miles,  but  in  a  frozen  ftate.  I 
need  only  add,  that  fifh  here  is  the  princi- 
pal article  of  confumption.  -The  frozen 
market  inPeterfburg  is  a  curiofity  peculiar 
to  Ruffia.  It  is  not  held  upon  the  river, 
but  in  one  of  the  great  buzars,  or  fquares, 
in  the  fuburbs.  ■.  Here  is  a  very  extenfive 
picture  of  dead  life — a  kind  of  refurreftion 
of  quadrupeds.  The  peafants  who  fel)  the 
collection  to  the  inhabitants,  place  the  dead 
animals,  (tripped  of  their  Ikins,  upon  their 
legs,  and  in  different  poftures.  Aftrangcr 
beholds,  too,  with  wonder,  an  innumerable 
variety  of  the  feathered  creation— an  exten- 
five collection  of  zoology : --every  tint  with 
which  Nature  has  painted  the  feathered 
inhabitants  of  earth  and  air,  is  ftrewed 
around  at  the  foot  of  tyrant  man !  The 
hare,  cloathed  in  his  Winter  robes,  is  not 
permitted  to  wear  them  long,  but  is  drag- 
ged to  fwell  the  various  feaft. 

This  vaft  wholefale  warehoufe  fuppHes 

the  other  buzars  in  the  city,  where  beef 

R  is 
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is  cut  down,  and  fold  in  the  fmallcft  quan- 
tities. The  fifli,  from  a  lize  not  two  inches 
in  length,  to  the  fine  falmon  and  fturgeon 
of  from  three  to  five  feet,  are  heaped  in 
frozen  piles.  The  young  fry  of  the  lakes 
and  rivers  mould  not  be  fuffered  to  be  fold 
in  the  markets :  it  will  in  time  exhauft 
that  liberal  gift  which  Providence  has  be- 
ftowed  upon  this  nation,  in  filling  her 
lakes  and  rivers  with  every  variety  of  the 
finny  kind. 
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LETTER  XXV. 

Of  the  Tartar  Army  at  Petersburg~~Reflec- 
tiotts  upon  War— -Of  the  Propriety  of  dri- 
ving the  Turks  9ttt  of  Europe— and  giv- 
ing a  King  to  Greece  from  the  Defendants 
of  Peter  the  Great, 


St,  Pitcrifcurg,  April,  1789. 

1  he  Winter  ended  two  weeks  before  the 
ice  broke  up  in  the  river,  and  the  fun's 
rays  had  become  very  warm.  This  is  the 
mod  difagreeable  ieafon  of  the  year  in 
this  province.  The  melting  of  the  mow 
renders  the  ftreets  and  roads  a  perfect 
mire.  The  citizens  are  picking  their  way 
through  a  fea  of  mud. 

This  forenoon  Summer  was  proclaimed 

in  the.  Ikies,  while  yet  the  head  of  the 

R  2  Gulph 
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Gulph  of  Finland,  betwixt  Peterflmrg  and 
Cronftadt,  is  a  field  of  ice,  and  for  many 
leagues  into  the  ocean.  Loud  peals  of 
thunder  rent  the  clouds.  Alas !  the  ap- 
proach of  Summer  proclaims  likewife  the 
approach  of  war  !  The  ftreets  are  daily 
crouded  with  troops,  marching  to  the  fron- 
tiers of  Sweden :,  the  Temple  of  Janus  is 
opened.  I  heard  from  my  window  the 
trumpet's  thrill  found :  I  went  out,  and 
followed  the  regiments,  and  mixed  with 
the  croud  attending  them.  "  May  you 
conquer  our  enemies,  and  return  victori- 
ous and  unhurt,"  laid  a  poor  peafant  to  a 
foldier;  and  while  he  fpoke,  the  tears 
gufhed  from  his  eyes.  The  foldier  ftepped 
alide  and  kifled  him.  The  inhabitants 
look  wiflifully  at  thole  going  to  fight  for 
them.  The  foldiers  feem  pleafed  with  this 
mark  of  tender  concern,  and  grafp  their 
muikets  firmer  in  their  hands. 

Several  thoufand  Tartars,  Bafkeers,  and 

Kirgees  are  arrived,  and  encamped  near 

the  city.     They .  are  all  horfcmen :  poor 

miferable, 
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miferable  looking  creatures,  efpecially, 
the  Kirgees.  They  refemblc  a  band  of 
Gypfies,  and  their  encampment  keeps  up 
the  refemblance.  Their  tents  are  of  poles , 
covered  with  rags,  and  in  addition  to  thefc, 
a  few  ruinous  huts. '  Their  arms  are  bows 
and  arrows,  and  a  kind  of  fpear ;  a  piece 
of  ftickwithan  iron  fpike  or  nail  at  the 
end  of  it.  Their  horfes  are  very  fmall, 
but  fpirited  animals,  continually  fighting 
with  one  another.  The  horfe-furniture. 
is  a  wooden  (addle,  foftened  with  rags,  a 
very  ufeful  article  in  a  Tartar  equipage ; 
a  bridle  made  of  a  leather  thong  or  bit  of 
rope,  of  a  Ample  conftruftion.  But  as  the 
Tartars  fpeak  to  their  horfes,  they  have  the 
lels  occalion.  for  fpqrs  or  bridles.  The-. 
Tartars  obferve  no  kind  of  order  in  their 
camps,  and  very  little  in  their  march: 
they  have  no  uniform,. though  a  blueiih 
colour  is  the  prevailing  falhion  among 
them.  The  falhion  of  their  coat  differs 
not  much  from  the  Ruflianj  but  it  is 
{hotter,  and  with  open  fleeves  ;  over  which 
the  Officers  wear  a  long  robe  of  fcarlet  or 
R  3  other 
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other  gaudy  colour,  ornamented  with  naiv 
row  gold  lace,  or  embroidered,  more  or 
lefs,  according  to  their  dignity.  Their 
caps  are  of  fldns,  wjth  long  flaps  hanging 
about  their  necks  and  ears.  The  common 
men  are  fo  ragged  and  dirty,  that  one  is 
at  a  Ipfe  to  defcribe  their  habiliments. — 
Their  face  is  ftiort,  and  rather  oval,  with 
high  cheek  bones,  aquiline  nofes,  (mall 
lively  eyes,  tawny  complexions,  and  low 
ftature.  They  are  very  aukward  in  their 
gait  in  walking,  but  quite  at  home  upon 
horfc-back }  and  they  delight  in  inclining 
their  bodies  to  one  or  other  fide  of  the 
horfe,  to  mew  how  eafily  they  can  reco- 
ver thcmfclves.  They  frequently  prac"tife 
(hooting  at  marks,  and  feem  to  have  no 
ideas,  but  fuch  as  relate  to  their  horfes 
and  their  quivers.  The  Officers  have  pif- 
tols  and  fabres,  richly  ornamented  with 
filver  and*  gold.  The  armour  of  their  men 
is  very  mean — they  have  all  of  them  fe» 
bres,  but  are  ill  enough  provided  with  mar- 
kets, with  and  without  locks.  They  are 
not  fond  of  fighting  with,  or  againft  muf- 
ketry: 
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ketry :  what  work  they  do  in  battle,  is 
done  quickly,  and  loading  takes  up  time : 
they  beat,  or  are  beaten,  in  a  moment.  I 
am  at  a  lofs  to  guefs  what  fervice  they  can 
be  of  in  Finland,  whofe  rocks  and  moun- 
tains, fo  unlike  the  Plains  of  Tartary,  will 
be  another  world  to  thole  tribes,  and  over- 
turn all  their  fchemes  of  war.  They  may, 
indeed,  butcher  the  defencelefs  peafants ; 
but  I  hope  this  difgrace  will  not  happen 
to  the  Ruffian  arms.  The  ftricteft  regard 
to  the  laws  of  war,  can  alone  alleviate  its 
horrors,  or  adorn  its  triumphs.  No  fitu- 
ation,  no  provocation,  no  neceffity  will 
apologize  for  cruelty.  Would  a  monu- 
ment, hung  round  with  human  heads,  like 
the  gates  of  the  Kings  of  Perfia  and  Da- 
homy,  who  drench  every  paffion  in  the 
blood  of  their  fubjeft  flaves,  tranfmit  a 
heroe's  name  with  honour  to  pofterity  ? — 
Such  might  have  been  ere&ed  for  Mont- 
calm at  Quebec.  The  orders,  or  the  per- 
miulon  of  that  accompli  (lied  and  intrepid 
Commander,  to  the  Savage  Allies  of 
France,  to  commit  wanton  ac-ts  of  barba- 
R  4  rity, 
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rity,  tarnifhes  the  crown  of  glory  that 
otherwiie  would  have  been  his  due :  and 
even  the  lacred  memory  of  Wolfe  isfuUied 
by  permitting  retaliation. 

I  lament  the  war  of  Sweden  with  Ruf- 
fia,  and  earncftly  pray  for  a  fpeedy  termi- 
nation of  it.    With  regard  to  the  Turks, 
the  enemies  of  the  Chriilian  name,  I  could 
wifh  to  fee  them  difmified  from  Europe. 
Notwithstanding  the  follies  and  vices  of 
Rome,  1  cannot  patiently  behold  the  mur- 
derers of  the  Greeks  and  Romans.    If 
Greece  and  Rpme  gave  us  the  firft  models 
of  laws,   religion,  arts  and  fciences,  is  it 
grateful  in  us  to  fuffer,  and  even  to  pro- 
tea  a  monument  of  their  difgrace  ?  Would 
it  be  cruel  to  fend  the  Ottomans  to  inhabit 
the  fertile  plains  of  Afia  Minor,  now  de- 
ferts  for  want  of  culture  ?     Would  it  be 
illiberal  to  feparate  the  Greeks  and  Turks, 
to  prevent  thereby  the  daily  torments  en- 
dured by  the  descendants  of  the  Athenians, 
to  abridge  the  empire,  and  to  fhorten  the 
reign  of  barbarifm  ?    The  ancient  con- 
nection 
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nection  of  Mofcovy  with  Greece,  through 
the  intermarriages  of  their  Sovereigns, 
points  out  the  Imperial  Iloufe  of  Raffia 
as  the  legal  heirs  to  Turkey  in  Europe. 

I  do  not  conceive  that  a  junction  of  the 
Turkifli  and  Ruffian  Empires  would  be 
favourable  to  the  general  balance  of  power, 
or  to  their  individual  interefts.  But,  per- 
haps, were  the  Grecian  Crown  placed  up- 
on the  head  of  a  younger  branch  of  the 
houfe  of  Peter  I.  it  might  preferve  the  po- 
litical balance  of  power,  much  better  than 
to  furTer  the  Turks  to  remain,  to  be  played 
off*  at  the  pleafurc  of  intriguing  politicians, 
againft  the.  repoie  of  Europe.  There 
would  be  no  danger  from  the  family  com- 
pact of  Greece  and  Ruffia,  unlefs  it  cbuld 
be  proved  that  the  Houfea  of  Bourbon  and 
of  Holftein  have  increased  their  power  by 
their  family  connections.  The  hiftory  of 
nations,  as  well  as  that  of  individual  fa- 
milies, abundantly  proves,  that  oppofition 
of  intereft,  and  mutual  jealoufies,  are  able 
to  divide  brothers  and  coufins,  juft  as  eafily 
as  any  other  neighbours. 

There 


Digiiized  by  GoOgle 


(    45©    ) 

There  cannot  happen  a  more  favourable 
period  than  the  prefent,  to  give  Greece  a 
King,  and  liberty,  and  to  prefcrve  thofe 
few  reli&s  of  her  former  fplendour  which 
Hill  remain.  To  raife  Greece  again  from 
her  afhes,  and  to  make  her  again  the  feat 
of  learning  and  of  elegance,  would  do  more 
"  honour  to  the  powers  of  Europe,  and  to 
humanity,  than  all  their  political  balance 
fchemes  and  intrigues,  which  as  yet  have 
only  ferved  to  make  mankind  more  wretch- 
ed— their  Cabinets  have  been  the  nurferies 
of  war,  and  legal  murder. 

On  this  fubjeft  it  may  be  further  ob- 
served, that  the  Tartarian  hordes  have  for 
ages  continued  to  difturb  Europe,  and  fHH 
continue  to  do  fo.  The  prefent  war  in 
Europe  is  occafioned  by  difputes  of  which 
they  are  the  foundation.  After  having 
themfelves  ceafed  to  be  a  terror  to  Eu- 
ropean Powers,  bloody  ftrife  ftill  fublifts 
relating  to  thofe  vagabonds,  altogether  de- 
generated from  their  former  character, 
which,  though  fierce,  was  diftinguifhed  by 
many 


Digiiized  by  GoOgIC 


{    *5i    ) 

many  noble  and  manly  virtues.  It  throws 
unfpeakable  difgrace  upon  Europeans,  to 
permit  the  Tartars  and  Saracens  of  Tur- 
key and  Africa  frill  to  difturb  their  repofe ; 
and,  what  adds  to  this  difgrace,  Europeans 
keenly  engage  in  quarrels  with  one  another, 
while  they  not  only  put  up  with  every  in- 
dignity from  infolent  Barbarians,  but  even 
take  a  fide  againft  thofe  European  Powers 
who  have  the  fpirit  to  attempt  their  ex- 
tirpation. 
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LETTER  XXVI. 

Former  State  of  RuJJia — Of  the  Tartar  Na- 
tions— Of  the  Cottqueft  of  China  by  the  Tar- 
tars. 

St.   Pctcrfburg,  April,  1789. 

1  he  Ruffians,  not  many  hundred  years 
ago,  were  in  the  fame  ftate  as  the  Tartars 
now  are  j  and  even'  after  they  fettled  in 
the  country  of  Mofcovy,  they  continued 
under  bondage  to  the  Tartar  nations,  who 
furrounded  them  upon  all  fides.  The 
Czar  Ivan  VafiHvitfch  I.  releafed  his  peo- 
ple from  this  degrading  fituation,  and  his 
fucceflbr,  Ivan  VafiHvitfch  II.  effectually 
rooted  out  thofe  freebooters,  and  over- 
awed them  in  their  turn.  From  this  pe- 
riod, the  Ruffian  Monarchs  extended  their 
conquefts,  and,  by  a  rapid  progrels,  the 
vaft 
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vaft  regions  from  the  banks  of  theNieper 
to  Kamfchatka,  which  views,  from  its 
fhores,  the  American  mountains,  a  fpace 
of  four  thoufand  miles,  acknowledged  their 
fceptrc..  The  moft  northerly  parts  of  Si- 
beria are  inhabited  by  Fins,  and  Tartar 
tribes,  in  the  loweft  ftatc  of  civilization ; 
the  foutliern  provinces  border  upon  Tar- 
tary,  properly  fo  called. 

There  are  many  of  the  Tartars  ftill  in- 
dependent, if  we  call  by  that  name  the  li- 
berty of  running  from  the  protection  of 
one  Sovereign  to  that  of  another.  The 
Ruffian  Government  give  them  every  en- 
couragement to  fettle  in  Siberia,  and  in 
the  Kingdoms  of  Cafan  and  Aftrakan ;  and 
the  Tartars  begin  to  Ihew  a  difpofition  to 
become  hufbandmen.  The  Kalmuc  hordes 
are  the  moft  obftinatc :  they  dwell  near 
the  Wolga,  and  maintain  themfelves  by 
filhing,  and  with  their  flocks  and  herds. 
They  refufethe  name  of  Tartars,  becaufe 
the  word  fignifies  a  vagrant. 

The 
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The  Kalmucs  are  cfteemed  by  the  other 
tribes  as  a  fuperior  clafs;  the  Kirgees  are 
much  inferior  in  character,  as  well  as  in 
wealth :  yet  I  could  not  help  looking  with 
veneration  upon  our  Scythian  fathers, 
though  in  rags.  The  Kalmucs  deny  them. 
The  Kirgees,  Baflceers,  and  other  Tartars, 
deny  the  Fins — the  Fins  deteft  the  Lap- 
landers} and  the  Laplanders,  buried  in 
their  earthen  caves,  efteem  themielves  of 
divine  origin.  This  is  the  bed  ridicule  of 
family  pride  and  connections  that  I  have 
met  with. 

The  Fins  are  quiet  and  induftrious,  and 
Confequently  fuperior,  in  fome  refpeeta,  to 
all  the  others.  "  But,"  fay  the  Kalmucs, 
"  they  are  farmers — they  till  the  ground 
"  —they  are  clowns :  we  are  huntunen 
"  and  warriors,  the  immediate  defcendants 
"  of  Zinghis  Khan  and  Tamerlane,  con- 
"  querors  of  India  and  China  !" 

The  Tartars  are  at  this  day  divided  into 

four  grand  diviflons :  the  firft  inhabit  their 

native 
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native  plains  of  Tartary,  under  their 
Khans ;  the  fccond  are  mixed  with  Chi- 
nefe,  under  the  fame  government  of  laws; 
the  third  having  fubmitted  to  the  Govern- 
ment of  Ruflia,  or  to  its  protection,  dwell 
in  Siberia,  and  upon  the  banks  of  the  Wol- 
ga  j  the  fourth  acknowledge  the  Sultan  of 
Conftantinople  for  their  Chief,  and  pitch 
their  tents  in  Little  Tartary ;  the  laft  of 
theie  divisions  arrived,  under  the  com- 
mand of  a  defcendant  of  Zinghis  Khan, 
at  the  time  the  Crimea  was  in  the  poueffion 
of  the  Genoefe,  whom  they  drove  out,  by 
the  affiftance  of  the  Turks:  hence  the 
alliance  between  thefe  two  hordes.  The 
Turks  confider  the  Tartars  as  flaves  j  and 
their  Princes  of  the  Houfe  of  Ghyri,  their 
firft  Leader,  receive  an  annual  fubfidy 
from  the  Porte,  upon  condition  of  ap- 
pearing in  the  field  with  an  army,  in  the 
Turkiih  wars.  The  Turks  depofe  their 
Princes  at  pleafure,  but  they  appoint  a 
Khan  always  from  among  the  relations  of 
the  Ghyrian  race, 

Thofe 
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Thofe  people  have  partly  changed  Mas- 
ters fince  the  conqueft  of  the  Crimea  by 
the  Ruffians :  but  they  are  ftill  attached 
to  their  old  Matters,  from  habit  and  ii- 
milarity  of  religion  j  and  many  have  de- 
fcrted  to  the  Turkifli  provinces  adjacent. 

Emigrations  from  the  mother  country, 
at  various  periods,  filled  the  country  join- 
ing. The  new  fettlers,  following  the  ex- 
ample of  the  Crimeans,  adopted  in  part 
the  Mahomedan  Religion,  and  became  Al- 
lies of  the  Porte.  The  Moguls,  or  Kat- 
mucs,  fettling  upon  the  caft  of  the  Wolga, 
were  entirely  feparated  from  their  bre- 
thren in  Little  Tartary.  The  Czars  of 
Mofcovy  permitted  them  to  live  in  their 
own  way,  only  upon  condition  of  remain- 
ing quiet,  and  paying  a  trifling  tax,  in 
their  lamb-fkins,  which  are  famous,  and 
univerfally  worn  in  Ruflia.  As  the  Kal- 
mucs,  notwithftanding  thofe  gentle  terms, 
were  much  addifted  to  lawlefs  diforder, 
and  plunder,  Czars  were  more  than  once 
obliged  to  curb  their  infolence  and  depre- 
dations. 
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dations.  They  could  claim  a  fuperiority 
to  the  Crim  Tartars  but  in  one  point — 
their  fteady  adherence  to  the  religion  of 
the  Lama :  both  purfued  the  vocations  of 
hunting  and  robbing.  The  Crimeans  were 
diftiagirimed  by  the  name  of  Mahomedan 
Tartars,  and  conlidered  as  Apoftates. 

Mountainous  countries  are  faid  to  be 
moft  favourable  to  liberty  j  and  yet 
the  Tartars,  in  their  wide  plains,  boaft 
of  freedom :  ,thcir  emigrations,  to  feek 
the  protection  of  foreign  Monarchs,  how- 
ever, prpves  that  they  have  got  Tyrants 
at  home,  who,  no  doubt,  contend  in 
arms  with  one  another :  in  confequence 
of  which,  the  defeated  are  happy  to 
find  an  afylum  in  other  countries.  The 
freedom  of  unpolimed  nations,  indeed, 
confifts  merely  in  lawlefs  plunder,  and 
difputes.  When  a  wandering  nation  are 
prevailed  upon  to  fettle,  and  to  fubmit  to 
the.lawsof  their  Prince,  he  ill  deferves  the 
name  of  Tyrant,  who  endeavours  by  laws, 
by  commerce,  and  by  other  means,  to  re- 
S  form 
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form  his  fubjects,  even  in  Tpite  of  thfim- 
fclves,  and  make  them  capable  of  liberty! 

None  but  the  fpeculative  enthufiaft  will 
ever  brand  the  facred  name  of  Peter  I.  nor 
of  any  Prince  who  purfues  meafures  fimi- 
lar  to  his,  with  the  name  of  Tyrant.— 
There  cannot  be  a  ftronger  proof  of  a 
Monarch's  wifhing  his  people  to  be  free, 
titan  that  of  his  taking  every  ftep  to  ren- 
der them  capable  and  worthy  of  freedom. 

The  Kit  an  or  Kathan  Tartars,  were  the 
firft  conquerors  of  China,  and  gave  their 
name  to  it,  Cathay ;  by  which  name  it  is 
ftill  known  to  tbe  Tartars  and  Ruffians, 
who  call,  too,  the  fluff  Nankin,  the  fa- 
mous manufacture  of  China,  Catayka.— - 
Thefe  firft  conquerors,  in  conjun&ion 
with<the  original  natives,  built  the  cele- 
brated wall,  to  keep  out  the  numerous 
Swarms  that  crouded  after  the  Kitans  to 
their  good  fortune.  The  Kitans  and  Chi- 
nefe  were,  however,  overpowered  ibccef- 
■fivefy^by  tbe  Mongul  and  Tongufian  Tar- 

-1  :  ■  tars. 


3,g,1,zed  by  GoOgle 


(    259    ) 

tars.     It  is  a  Prince  of  the  laft  horde  that 
now  fits  upon  the  Chinefe  Throne. 

The  ruin  of  the  Chinefe  Empire  would 
have  naturally  followed  its  conqueft  hy 
the  different  nations  of  Tartars,  had  the 
Tartars  then  been  the  barbarous  race  they 
now  are ;  and  a  fecond  Rome  have  tum- 
bled before  the  Goths  of  Scythia.  The 
Romans,  unable  to  fave  themfelves,  faved 
China.  In  their  expeditions  into  Tartary, 
they  left  behind  them  a  taftc  for  the  arts, 
and,  no  doubt,  many  ftragglers  of  their 
legions.  The  Tartars  had,  befides,  in  their 
wars  with  India,  procured  a  tafte  for  in,- 
duftry  as  well  as  for  plunder ;  and  monu- 
ments of  ancient  grandeur,  the  remains 
of  noble  cities  and  other  works,  incon- 
teftibly  prove  that  Tartary  was  formerly 
the  feat  of  elegance  and  arts.  Thole  tribes, 
who  boaft  their  refemblance  to  the  ancient 
Monguls  by  their  prefent  vagrant  life,  ex- 
pofe  their  ignorance  and  degeneracy. 

It  would  appear  that  China  had  drawn 

into  it  all  the  enterprifing  and  induftrious 
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Tartars,  for  thofe  left  behind  fell  off  from 
the  reputation  of  their  forefathers  j  or  elfe, 
the  fuccefs  of  one  tribe,  in  the  conqueft  of 
that  country,  raifed  a  fimilar  fpirit  in  their 
brethren  at  home,  which  however  fub- 
fided  at  laft,  after  many  conflicts  among 
themielves,  in  fubjeftion  to  one  or  other 
of  the  great  powers  around  them.  That 
part  of  Tartary  which  fent  China  her  pre- 
fent  Lords,  is  under  the  fame  law,  and 
its  natives  ftill  acknowledge  the  Empe- 
ror of  China  for  their  Khan. — They  have 
Jeveral  times  attempted,  with  the  affift- 
ance  of  the  Chinefe,  to  fubjugate  other 
kingdoms  in  Tartary,  but  have  been  re- 
peatedly drove  back,  by  fome  brave  and 
numerous  hordes,  which  yet  remain  to  de- 
fend the  tombs  of  their  anceftors.  The 
Monguls  and  the  Tongulians,  when  they 
pafled  the  great  wall,  were  not  one-hun- 
dredth part  fo  numerous  as  the  Chinefe ; 
a  civil  war  among  themfelves  gave  an  op- 
portunity for  attack  to  a  few  daring  in- 
vaders. '  They  copied  the  example  of  the 
Romans,  and,  by  adopting  the  drefs  and 
manners 
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manners  of  the  vanquifhed,  prevented 
them  from  feeing  this  Inferiority  of  num- 
bers. The  Tartar  language,  alfo,  bearing 
a  near  affinity  to  the  Chinefe,  the  con- 
quered could  not  diftinguifh,  in  the  armies 
of  the  ufurpers,  who  were  Tartars,  or  who 
their  countrymen;  nor  know,  of  courfe, 
with  what  probability  of  fucceft  they  might 
be  attacked. 

China  may  be  confidered  as  a  province 
of  Tartary.  It  has  been  certainly,  from 
the  earlier!  period  of  time,  peopled  by  re- 
fugees from  this  mother  country,  flying 
from  tyranny  and  oppreffion."  The  moun- 
tains afforded  them  protection,  and  the 
delightful  climate  and  rich  foil,  cafily  in- 
vited thofe  who  had  fled  from  war,  to  arts 
of  peace.  It  was  probably  owing,  in  like 
manner,  to  defeat  and  oppreflion,  that  co- 
lonies were  driven  into  China,  by  fea, 
from  Egypt. 
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LETT£R_%XVir. 

Fimi/h  Nations — Error  of  M.  Buffon— 
,    Cu/loms  and  Manners  of  the  "Tartar  Na- 
tions— Of  the  Religion  of  Barbarous  Na- 
tions'— Similarity  of  Cujloms  between  the 
Tartars  and  American  Indians. 


St.  Peterlburg,  April,  1789. 

1  he  Finnifti  nations  in  Europe  are 
thofe  inhabiting  Finmark,  and  the  pro- 
vinces bordering  upon  the  Gulph  of  Fin- 
land. They  are  different  from  the  other 
tribes,  inhabiting  the  more  northern  parts 
of  Europe  and  Afia,  in  language  'and  re- 
ligion. Their  manners  have  a  nearer  re- 
femblance,  as  muft  happen  to  tribes  and 
nations,  whether  they  be  of  the  lame  ori- 
gin or  not,  dwelling  in  the  fame  climate, 
and  under  the  fame  circumftances.  Dif- 
ference of  language  is  not  always,  hOW- 
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ever,  a  attain  proof  of  a  different  origin  * 
nor,  on  the  contrary,  is  fimilarity  of  cuf- 
toms  a  proof  of  the  lame  original — if  it 
were,  tiac  Fir*  and  Tartars  are  nearly  re* 
lated  to  the  Romans.  "  We  find  in  Lap- 
"Jand,"  lays  M.  Buffon,*  "and  in  the 
kt  northern  parte  of  Tartary,  a  race  of 
M  fmall-ftzed  meh,  whole  figure  is  un- 
"  couth,  and  whofe  ph/Hognomy  is  as  wil4 
"  as  tneir  manners  are  unpoliihedj  though 
"  they  fcem  to  be  of  a  degenerate  fpeciea, 
"  they  yet  are  numerous,  and  the  countries 
"  they  occupy  exten five.  The  Laplanders, 
*'  the  panes,  the  Swedes,  the  Mofcovites, 
*•  the  inhabitants  of  Nova  Zembla,  the 
"  Borandians,  the  Saraccids,  the  Ofliacs 
"  of  the  old  continent,  the  Greenlanders, 
"  and  the  Savages  to  the  north  of  the  Ef- 
"  Cftimaux  Indians  of  the  new  continent, 
«  appear  to  be  one  common  race,  which 
-"  has  been  extended  and  multiplied  along 
"  the  coafts  of  the  northern  leas,  and  over 
"  deferts  confwlered  as  uninhabitable  by 
S  4  "  every 
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*«  every  other  nation."  This  hypothefis 
M.  Buffon  attempts  to  fupport,  by  fimi- 
Iarity  of  fize  and  features ;  but  this  rcfcm- 
blance  is  merely  ideal.  The  Ruffians, 
Swedes,  and  Danes,  are  as  unlike  the  na- 
tives beyond  the  Arctic  Circle,  as  the  other 
inhabitants  of  Europe.  They  are  in  gene- 
ral tall,  well  made,  and  comely,  and  as 
different  in  language  and  cuftoms  as  any 
two  people  can  poffibly  be— except  in  one 
inftance ;  wearing  fur  cloaks  in  Winter. 

The  Afiatic  tribes,  inhabiting  Siberia 
and  the  banks  of  the  Wolga,  are  divided 
into  Fins  and  Tartars.  The  latter  prevail 
in  number.  The  Laplanders,  with  the 
Greenlanders,  Fins,  and  other  tribes  upon 
the  Frozen  Ocean,  were,  without  doubt, 
the  original  inhabitants  of  Rufiia,  Den- 
mark, and  Sweden,  and  had  been  driven 
out  by  the  anceftors  of  the  prefent  pof- 
feflbrs;  a  matter  which  is  confirmed,  in 
a  certain  degree,  by  the  traditions  of  Lap- 
land. 

The 
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The  Ruffians  call  the  firft  numerical  fi- 
gure Odin,  probably  in  allufion  to  the  firft 
in  place  and  dignity,  as  this  celebrated  Lea- 
der was  of  the  northern  hives.  The  native 
country  of  Odin  is  Scandinavia,  As  we 
approach  the  Pole,  or  enter  the  diftant 
plains  of  Tartary,  he  is  lefs  known.  In 
Tartary  he  was  only  a  Chief  of  a  wander- 
ing tribe.  In  Scandinavia  he  was  the  So- 
vereign, and  God  of  fixed  nations.  We 
find  the  Laplanders  and  Tartars  in  parti- 
cular having  other  Gods  than  Odin :  they 
worihip  the  Sun,  in  which,  however,  they 
fuppofe  the  exiltence  of  a  divine  being.— 
The  Afiatk  Fins  and  Tartars  offer  to  this 
luminary  annual  facrifice ;  in  Spring,  to 
iupplicate  a  plenteous  harveft:  and  in  Au- 
tumn or  Winter,  to  return  thanks  for  it, 
they  offer  the  fruits  of  the  earth.  The 
Oftiac  Tartars  have  fome  fimple  inftru- 
ments  of  mufic  among  them,  and  fome 
fimple  tunes ;  they  add  .to  thefe,  extem- 
porary fongs,  and,  when  infpired  with  the 
bottle,  extemporary  verfes.  They  have 
pantomime  dances :  the  dancer  puts  on  a 
mafk, 
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male,  and  changes  his  drefs,  as  he  wrjuld 
imitate  different  men,  hearts,  and  birds, 
lit  thofe  Tartar  mallcs  it  is  eafy  to  difoo- 
ver  the  origin  of  our  modern  tnafquerades, 
and  our  Scythian  extraction.  Thefc  oaf- 
trams  are  common  to  many  tribes,  and  in 
their  dauccs,  the  women  afteft  the  mots 
amorous  gecrures;  in  which  particular 
there  is  a  refeniblacKe  between  them  and 
due  Ruffian  females.  Their  manner  of 
dancing  is  exactly  the  fame  as  that  of  tad 
women  of  the  islands  of  the  Indian  Ocean* 
popoefcBted  in  the  plates  of  Captain  Coojt'« 
voyages. 

Befides  the  fun,  the  Tartars  have  various 
inferior  Deities,  prefiding-over  vegetation, 
over  narveft  and  hunting ;  and  every  fa- 
mily too,  and  every  foreft,  and  river,  and 
late,  has  its  peculiar  God.  The  lower 
man  is  funk  in  ignorance,  doe  greater  is 
Ms  tear;  he  muhinues  his  Gods,  as  a 
dkind  of  body-guards,  againft  the  -equal 
arcmbcr  of  evil  Genii  which  his  fertile 
arnagmaticm  creates,  along  with  them.— 
He 
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He  cannot  conceive  how  one  Deity  is 
able  to  extend  attention  and  prota&iob  to 
all  animate  and  inanimate  fubftancee.— * 
Even  in  our  moft  exalted .  ftate  of  know- 
fcdgc,  it  is  aimoft  too  great  a  weight  for 
die  human  mind  to  comprehend  the  vaft- 
nefs  of  a  Power,  which  of  itfelf  created  and 
regulates  all  things.  As  our  minds  en- 
fcsnge,  the  fictitious  Gods  are  bammed.  The 
lakes,  the  woods,  and  firm  land,  and  float* 
ing  leas,  are,  as  it  were*  delivered  into  die 
hands  of  one  Almighty  Governor ! 

In  the  fecrifice  for  obtaining  plenty  of 
food,  the  women  are  permitted  to  join  s 
but  in  no  other  facritfice.  Many  tribes, 
who  deny  the  female  title  to  future  ex- 
ktance,  imagine  that  it  is  tmnccerlary  m 
the  ladies  to  folicit  the  Gods,  unlefs  for 
prefent  fubfiftence.  The  Tartars  open  a 
furrow  in  the  Spring,  with  great  ceremo- 
ny j  and  in  this  they  an:  imitated  by  their 
defcendaht,  the  Emperor  of  China.  Jf 
the  harveft  fail,  they  fay  it  is  owing  to  the 
Chriitian  past  of  their  countrymen,  who 
offer 
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ofler  no  facrifices.  They  have  a  grand  fes- 
tival in  honour  of  all  the  Gods,  and  make 
their  offerings  before  fires,  as  at  an  altar. 
They  throw  cold  water  upon  the  victim, 
and  if  it  does  notfluver  at  the  feventh 
ablution,  it  is  deemed  an  unfortunate 
omen.  The  Priefts,  when  the  victim  is 
drcfled,  hold  up  in  a  dilh  part  of  the  ani- 
mal to  the  Gods,  and  then  divide  the  reft 
among  the  votaries,  as  was  alfo  cuftomary 
among  both  the  Greeks  and  Romans. 

Parents,  and  age,  over  all  the  eaft,  are 
highly  venerated.  In  the  Affemblies,  in 
which  matters  of  war  and  hunting  are  de- 
bated, the  old  men  are  firft  heard.  The 
North  American  Indians  prefent  the  raoft 
{hiking  pictures  of  filial  love,  or  rather  of 
filial  adoration,  in  the  annual  refurrection 
of  their  dead  relations.  The  Afiatics  do 
not  carry  their  refpect  to  (b  awful  a  de- 
gree, yet  they  tfanfport  the  bodies  of  their 
dead  friends  to  vail  dutances,  to  be  inter- 
red near  their  other  relations,  if  they  hap- 
pen to  die  in  the  country  of  (hangers; 
and 
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they  have  annual  feftivals,  in  commema. 
ration  of  the  dead.  The  Tartars  in  ge-. 
neral  are  very  pious  and  fincere  in  their 
devotions :  every  one  holds  a  rofary  in  his 
hand,  by  which  they  mark  the  number  of 
their  ablutions.  The  Prieft  fits  crofs-legged 
upon  his  heels,  facing  the  congregation  ; 
he  recites  the  prayers  in  a  (oft  and  pathetic 
tone  of  voice,  and  the  aflembly  repeat 
them,  or  anfwer  amen  to  each.  The  pray- 
ers of  fuch  tribes  as  are  of  the  Mahomedan 
Religion,  are  in  the  Arabic  language.  When 
the  word  Alia  is  pronounced,  every  one 
heaves  a  profound  figh,  flops  his  ears, 
ihuts  his  eyes,  covering  his  face  with  his 
hands,  and  bending  it  towards  the  ground, 
as  if  unworthy  to  hear  the  facred  name 
pronounced,  or  to  look  up  to  Heaven. 

The  Tartars  wifh  to  be  interred  near 
the  tombs  of  reputed  Saints,  as  well  as  their 
relations,  carrying  their  afteftions  and  their 
zeal  to  the  grave.  If  the  weather  be  hot, 
and  the  diflance  confiderable  of  thefe  fe- 
pulchres,  the  dead  body  is  reduced  to  a 
flce- 
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Skeleton,  which  is  tranfported  to  the  defr 
tined  placej  while  they  bury  the  other  parts 
where  death  firft  arretted  them.  When  a 
Tarrar,  in  travelling,  chances  to  ride  by 
the  tomb  of  his  friend,'  he  enters  into  con* 
vcrfation  with  the  dead--- inquires  into  his 
prefent  condition,  and,  fnatching.a  hand- 
ful of  hair  from  his  horfe's  mane,  depofits 
it  upon  the  tomb.  The  Americans  re-, 
femble  the  Tartars  in  every  thing  regard- 
jng  veneration  for  the  dead*  and  funeral 
obfeqoies.  They  place  the  dead  body  np> 
on  a  cloth,  preferring  it  with  different 
viands  and  fruits,  put  a  pipe  in  its  mouth, 
and  -cpnverfe  with  it  concerning  the  accir 
dent  which  pecaijoned  his  death,  They 
a&  if  his  wife,  or  Ions,  or  daughters  had 
vexed  him,  and  broken  his  heart ;  pro- 
mifing  fatisfactipn  upon  the  delinquents, 
and  to  perform-  annual  honours  to  his 
manes.  The  Ruffians  have  ftill  remaining 
among  them  cuftoms  fimilar  to  tkefc; 
and.,  in  fereral  other  icuftoras  of  the  Scy- 
thians, the  mnilarity  between  their  man- 
ners and  the  Americans,  would  feem  to 
confirm 
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confirm  the  idea  of  America  having  been 
peopled  from  the  north-eaftern  parts  of 
Afia. 

.  The  Tartars  formerly,  when  richer  than 
they  are  now,  ufed  to  bury,  with  the  dead, 
yaluable  articles  of  ft]  ver  and  gold  :  yet 
fuch  is  their  veneration  for  their  an- 
ceftors,  it  is  ftill  held,  as  it  always  was, 
the  higheft  facrilege,  to  plunder  the  iepul- 
chres.  The  Ruffians,  lefs  Scrupulous,  find 
great  treasures  in  digging  the  tombs  in 
Siberia  and  Tartary.  This  proves  the  de-* 
generacy  of  the  Tartars  more  than  any 
thing  elfe;  the  permitting  ftrangers,  .1 
mean,  to  difturb  the  (hades  of  their  fathers. 
But  their  ancient  fpirit  no  kmger  exifts, 
and  even,  the  Kalimtc  will  foon  begin  to 
put  moft  value  on  things  of  this  world. 
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LETTER  XXVIII. 

The  different  Tartar  Tribes-— -Marriage  Ce- 
remmies—A  Tartar  Divorce™— Trial jor 
Adultery  in  Tartary — Tartarians  Gods 
and  Goddejfes — Funeral  Orations — Anec- 
dotes of  the  Circafsiam — A  Tartar  Zave 
Song. 

St.  Peterfburg,  April,  1789. 

1  he  various  nations  of  Tartars  are  not 
only  jealous  of  their  diftinct  origins,  but 
of  preserving  their  race  pure  and  unfullied 
from  mixture,  unlefs  with  theMonguls  or 
Kalmucs,  whom  they  efteem  the  higheft 
clafs.  There  are  fmall  villages  in  Siberia, 
which  contain  a  whole  nation  of  thofe  un- 
adulterated fpecies,  covered  with  rags  and 
naftinefs,  and  funk  into  the  lowed  degree 
of  ignorance.  Sometimes  thefe  little  nurfe- 
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ries  of  empires  are  reduced  to  ten  of  twen- 
ty families,  and  no  longer  able  to  exift  of 
themfelves,  they  intermarry  with  the  tribe 
among  whom  they  dwell,  if  theft  happen 
to  be  of  inferior  rank,  as  none  other  Would 
admit  of  fuch  alliance.  Hence  the  lan- 
guage of  the  reduced  tribe,  as  well  as  their 
peculiar  manners  and  cuftoms,  in  a  fliort 
lime  become  extinct.  The  Arinzes,  a  Tar- 
tar tribe  inhabiting  Siberia,  reduced  to  a 
(mall  number  by  war  and  misfortunes, 
fled  and  aflbciated  with  the  Kat  Schinzes, 
taking  wives  among  them.  In  the  year 
1735,  when  MefTrs.  Muller  and  Gmetin 
vifited  the  Yenifei,  there  was  only  one 
man  left  who  fpoke  the  Arinzian  language. 
Mr.  Muller  found  this  peifon  ufeful  in 
giving  him  words  for  his  vocabulary,  from 
a  language  nearly  expiring.  When  Mr. 
Muller,  and  his  fellow-traveller,  Gmelin, 
vifited  the  fame  part,  in  the  year  1740, 
the  Arinzian  was  dead,  and  the  language 
of  .his  nation,  and  his  nation  itfelf  with 
him! 

T  Whatever 
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Whatever  difputes  may  arife  about  the 
origin  of  men,  the  origin  of  women  affords 
no  grounds  for  any.  It  is  perfectly  dif- 
tincl:.  They  are  all  of  the  fame  race  and 
family — whether  they  are  placed  under 
the  Pole  or  the  Line — whether  they  tread, 
bare-footed,  thedefertsof  Tartary,  or  lead 
the  dance  in  the  gayeft  Parifian  Aflem- 
blies,  they  ihew  themfelves  to  be  of  the 
fame  genuine  flock,  in  cuftoms  and  man- 
ners. The  Parifian  lady  pillages  every 
toy-fhop  to  ornament  her  perfbn :  the 
Tartarian  damfel,  for  the  fame  end,  is 
equally  eager  in  exploring  the  fhores  of 
every  lake — every  hill,  and  plain,  and 
wood:  in  order  to  fet  off  her  charms,  fhe 
picks  up  every  pebble  and  fhell.  They  all 
agree  in  one  purfuit — man.  Their  lan- 
guage and  oratory  are  the  fame— their 
eyes,  their  tears.  They  allow  men  to  con- 
quer Afia,  Africa,  Europe,  and  America, 
and  when  men  have  done,  they  lay  hold 
of  the  victors. 

Wives,  among  all  thofe  northern  and 

eaftern  nations,  arepurchafed  by  the  men; 

and 
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And  lb  foon  as  a  Tartar  female  is  mar- 
riageable, the  mother  hangs  a  white  fheet 
upon  the  outfide  of  the  tent,  as  fignal  to 
batchelprs.  The  parents  in  Tartary,  as 
well  as  in  Europe,  keep  to  themfelves  the 
privilege  of  making  the  bargain.  The 
bride,  as  cuftom  demands,  ftruggles  hard 
at  leaving  the  family  hut :  the  bridegroom 
requires  affiftance  in  dragging  her  away ;  as 
it  would  appear  forward  and  ungrateful 
to  fcem  to  go  willingly  from  her  parents 
and  Houfehold  Gods,  and  immodeftly  to 
ruin  into  the  arms  of  a  ilrange  hufband. 
They  at  leaft  make  a  ihow  of 

i.  ■  i.  ■  Innocence,  and  virgin  modefty, 
That  wou'd  bt  woo'd,  2nd  not  wnfought  be  won. 
Milton. 

The  bride  is  carried  to  bed,  by  force.— 
Among  fome  tribes,  they  fet  her  upon  a 
mat,  and,  taking  the  corners,  carry  her  into 
the  bed-room,  faying  to  the  bridegroom, 
"Here,Wolf,beholdthyLambl"  Butthen 
comes  the  ordeal  trial :  if  the  bridegroom 
fufpects  the  virginity  of  the  bride,  he  returns 
the  wanton  to  her  relations  again,  allowing, 

T  a  nOW- 
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however,  the  purchafe-money.  Among 
the  Oftiacs  the  cuftom  varies ;  if  the  bride- 
groom be  fatisfied  with  his  bride,  he  pre- 
fents,  next  morning,  a  rhein  deer,  to  his 
mother-in-law :  but  mould  he  not  be  fa- 
tisfied,  the  mother-in-law  prefents  a  rhein 
deer  to  the  bridegroom;  thereby  juftly 
and  ingenuoufly  implying,  that  the  daugh- 
ter being  under  the  mother's  care,  the 
praifc  or  blame  of  her  conduct  belongs  to 
her  guardian.  If  a  Tartar  is  determined 
no  longer  to  bear  with  the  frailties  of  his 
wife,  he  goes  up  to  her,  and  tears  off  her 
cap  or  veil ;  and  this,  of  itielf,  constitutes 
a  divorce.  The  Tongufian,  when  he  has 
detected  his  wife  in  criminal  connection 
with  other  men,  challenges  the  adulterer ; 
and,  being  armed  with  large  clubs,  the 
challenger  firft  receives  feveral  blows  from 
the  challenged,  upon  his  back,  which  is 
then  returned  alternately,  until  one  or 
other  is  killed,  and  frequently  both.  If 
the  adulterer  refufes  the  challenge,  he  mult 
pay  whatever  is  demanded  by  the  injured 
hufband,  in  cattle  and  goods. 

The 
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The  Tartars  have  their  Gods  and  God- 
defles  in  as  great  abundance  as  the  Greeks 
and  Romans,  with  other  names,  but  with 
the  fame  employments.  Their  Juno  is 
ealled  Youma  Ava,  or  Mother  of  the  Gods; 
her  fons  are  the  inferior  Deities.  Pan  is 
chriftened  Vadafch,  and  we  find  him  at  his 
old  trade  of  fheep-herding.  The  men  are 
under  the  protection  of  the  Gods,  the  wo- 
men of  the  Goddefies,  whom  they  addrefs 
Jeparately.  Unlike  the  ancients,  they  be- 
ftow  the  title  of  Thunderer  upon  an  in- 
ferior Deity  j  and,  indeed,  leave  very  few- 
things  for  Jupiter  to  do,  except  to  get  chil- 
dren. The  Tartars  have  fome  Furies  too, 
but  I  have  not  found  over  whom  they  pre- 
fide,  as  the  Tartar  hufbands  keep  their 
wives  in  tolerable  order  with  the  help  of  a 
whip — a  famous  inftrument  in  northern, 
countries  for  making  peace — It  is  the  olive 
branch  of  Scythia. 

Polygamy  is  permitted  among  the  Tar- 
tars, yet  it  is  only  the  wealthy  who  can 
indulge  in  this ;  the  women  chuling,  in 
T3  ge- 
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general,  to  have  a  poor  huiband  to  them- 
fehxs,  rather  than  to  be  one  of  two  or 
three  to  the  richeft  Chief.  If  a  Tartar  has 
not  fufficient  money  or  goods  to  purchafe 
a  wife,  he  ferves  his  father-in-law  a  cer- 
tain number  of  years,  as  Jacob  did  of  old; 
or  perhaps  he  fteah  a  wife  from  a  ftrange 
tribe.  They  prefer  Katmuc  women  to  ail 
others,  allcdging,  that  they  preferve  the 
marks  of  youth  longer  than  thole  of  the 
common  race  of  Tartars )  and  to  procure 
fuch  alluring  wives,  they  make  incurlions 
into  the  Kalmuc  countries,  in  order  to 
carry  the  women  off.  The  haughty  Kal- 
mucs  would  never  content  to  fuch  mar- 
riages. 

Should  a  Tartar  leave  a  Kalmuc  widow, 
file  difplays,  in  a  funeral  oration,  the  he-* 
roic  tendernefs  of  her  huiband,  who  did 
not  purchafe  her  with  vile  cattle  or  mo- 
ney, but  ventured  his  life  to  obtain  her; 
ihe  boafts  of  his  conjugal  love,  his  gene- 
rality, his  wildom,  his  economy,  and 
Wealths  the  number  of  cattle  which  he 
had 
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had  ftolen ,  and  flaves  which  his  valour  had 
procured  him.  She  pourtrays  the  noble 
figure  he  made  upon  borfe  back,  in  the 
chace,  and  in  battle, 

The  Tartars  are  not  remarkable  for  the 
chaftenefs  of  their  character ;  yet  we  find 
examples,  even  among  the  Circaffians,  who 
make  a  trade  of  beauty,  of  refpect  to  de- 
cency. Thefe,  when  under  bondage  to 
the  Khan  of  Crimea,  were  obliged  to  fur- 
nifli  his  haram  with  a  handfome  young 
virgin  annually.  The  Khan  fent  regular- 
ly his  Officers  to  demand  this  tribute  to 
luft.  It  happened  that  the  Officers  ufing 
improper  freedoms  in  examining  the  girls, 
were  put  to  death  by  the  enraged  fathers 
and  relations.  They  collected  their  forces, 
and  they  cut  in  pieces  the  army  of  the 
Khan,  which  was  fent  again  ft  them  to  re- 
venge the  murder  of  his  Ministers, 

From  native  poetry  and  fongs,  the  dif- 

pofition  of  a  people  are  beft  determined ; 

and  if  we  may  judge  of  the  amorous  com- 

T  4  plexion 


Jigiiized  by  GoOglc 


(     a8o     ) 

flexion  of  the  Tartars  from  theirs,  we 
{hall  think  very  highly  of  their  tender  feel- 
ings. '  The  following  is  a  female  love  fong, 
literally  tranflated  from  the  Kalmuc  lan>- 
guage ;  the  fubjeft,  the  abfence  of  a  lover. 

As  ever  .in  the  morning  the  larks  exalt  their  voice, 
And  I  liften  to  their  fong : 
So  my  beloved  comes  inccuantly  into  my  mind  ! 
Ah !  my  father !  excellent  at  (hooting  with  the  bow  I 
Ah  I  my  mother !  of  fo  kind  a  difpofition  I 
Muft  it  then  abide  only  in  my  thoughts  ? 
Thoughts  are  ever  deceitful  -y 
Senfual  perceptions  alone  are  real. 
O,  my  friend  I  lot  this  be  told  to  you— 
The  conjundions  of  Nature  are  powerful. 
The  approach  of  our  fate  is  concealed. 
Blifs  flies  of  itfelf,  unexpectedly, 
And  is  deftroyed  by  the  viciffitudes  of  the  courfe  of  the 
world. 

Let  me  try  how  it  will  look  in  another 
drefs,  or  rather  freely  paraphrafed. 

The  lark,  the  cheerful  harbinger  of  light, 

On  quiv'ring  pinions  hails  the  op'ning  day, 
And  as  he  (bars,  drfpels  the  filent  night 
With  rapt'rous  fong,  with  Heav'n-infpired  lay. 

Alai! 
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Abu  '  hia  long  no  comfort  brings  to  roc, 

Sad  recoHefHon  of  my  abfent  love  f 
This  little  Cherub  laughs  at  mifery, 

In  Heaven's  bofom  plays— or  myrtle  grove. 

O  •  happy  they  who  in  love's  wedded  bands, 
Their  bodies  and  their  fouls  together  prcls'd  ; 

My  father,  brave  as  e'er  trode  defert  lands, 
My  mother,  fair  and  yielding,  both  are  hleft'd. 

Oh !  come  my  love !  nor  1st  deceitful  glow 
Of  blifs,  not  real,  haunt  my  nightly  dreams : 

Life's  but  a  day— Oh !  let's  that  day  enjoy, 
For  (hort-ljv'd  blus,  in  its  ftwrt  paflagc,  fwimi. 

Soon  into  deep  futurity  will  (ink, 

Uncertain  if  to  happinefs,  or  woe : 
Then  come,  my  love,  the  living  fubftance  drink, 

And  let  our  fouls,  on  earth  at  leaft,  fome  pleafure 
know  ! 

Thofe  Tartars  who  deny  the  rights  of 
women  to  a  future  ftate,  at  the  fame  time 
exempt  them  from  all  crimes  here ;  and 
they  are  fubjectto.no  laws,  but  the  reftraint 
of  their  hufbands.  Other  tribes  admit  their 
ladies  to  accompany  them  to  the  other 
world — where,  fay  they,  good  men  will 
find  their  families,  their  cattle,  and  pro- 
perty of  various  kinds,  in  a  much  better 
ftate 
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ftate  than  in  this.  According  to  their  near 
or  remote  acquaintance  with  their  Maho- 
medan  brethren,  their  religion  is  more 
or  lefs  mixed  with  its  tenets :  and  fome- 
times  the  doctrines  of  the  Lama,  and  of 
Mahomet,  are  fo  jumbled  among  the  com- 
mon race  of  Tartars,  that  it  is  difficult  to 
fay  what  they  profefs.  They  call  their  Hea- 
ven the  land  of  perfect  perfection :  their 
Hell  is  a  cold  one,  where  the  poor  wretch 
is  doomed  to  wander,  Ihivcring,  naked, 
and  forlorn. 
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LETTER  XXIX. 

Cuftoms  and  Manners  of  the  Tartan — //■«. 
terefiing  Anecdote  of  the  forgot  Horde—* 
Specimens  of  Tartar  Poetry,  from  the  Ac- 
counts of  the  Rufsian  Travellers — M.Pal- 
las's  Account  of  the  Kalmucs — Anecdotes 
of  the  Tongufians,  the  beft  of  all  the  Tartar 
Nations — Politenefs  to  their  Women. 


St.  Peterfburg,  April,  1789. 

1  he  Scythians,  though  ihepherds,  never 
refembled,  in  the  leaft,  the  portraits  drawn 
of  Arcadian  fwains.  Their  crooks  are 
fpears;  their  mellow  pipes,  are  harfh-t- 
throated  horns;  and  their  -  hamlets  are 
filled  with  bows  and  poifoned  arrows.—* 
They  are  butchers  rather  than  Ihepherds : 
their  flocks  are  fed  for  (laughter.  Where 
there  is  agriculture  there  is  proportionable 
peace  and  protection :  but  there  is  not  the 
like 
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like  fecurity  and  repofe  in  the  paftoral  life. 
However  brave  they  may  be,  we  (hall  find 
that  nation  mod  averfe  to  war,  where  agri- 
culture and  commerce  flouriih  moft. — 
Where  there  is  a  fixed  and  great  property, 
the  ponefibrs  are  not  fond  of  running  the 
chances  of  war,  by  which  they  may  lofe, 
but  cannot  gain. 

The  Tartars  are  hofpitable  to  Grangers. 
In  their  prayers,  they  beg  that  God  would 
beftow  plenty,  to  enable  them  to  warm 
and  comfort  the  traveller.  When  you  have 
once  procured  their  friendship  by  kind  of- 
fices, they  feldom  betray  any  confidence  put 
in  them.  To  one  another  they  are  very 
kind  in  misfortune,  parting  with  a  mare 
of  their  wealth  to  re-inftate  their  country- 
men in  the  condition  from  which  they  had 
fallen.  Some  Writers  apologife  for  their 
depredations,  on  the  ground  that  they  pro- 
ceed from  a  falfe  notion  of  bravery.  When 
a  band  of  Tartars,  or  I  mall  fay  a  foraging 
party,  have  feized  upon  a  herd  of  cattle, 
they  make  a  feaft,  and  what  is  not  needed 
for 
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for  prcfent  confumption,  is  fent  home.— 
As  they  grow  weary  of  the  expedition, 
they  drop  off,  without  aiking  leave  of  any 
one.  Their  prifoners  they  make  their 
flaves,  as  no  Tartar,  unlefs  in  the  utmoft 
neceffity,  will  be  a  menial  fervant.  The 
women  difcover,  as  every  where  elfe,  a 
mild  and  humane  difpofition :  they  are 
the  prisoner's  advocate  with  their  fierpe 
hufbands,  and  often  connive  at  their  ef- 
cape,  at  the  hazard  of  their  own  lives. — 
The  Ruffian  Government,  having  found 
the  Tartars  rather  fickle  political  friends, 
oblige  them  .to  give  hoftages;  and  it  is 
common  to  fee,  in  theftreets  of  Peterfburg, 
a  Tartarian  Prince,  who  is  fecurity  for  his 
father's  or  brother's  fubjefts.  If  it  be 
true,  that  the  Tartars  are  abject  flaves  to 
their  own  Princes,  whom  they  almoft  a.- 
dore,  we  are  at  a  lofs  to  reconcile  with 
this  their  love  of  freedom.  It  would  feem, 
they  arc  attached  to  their  old  cuftoms,  ra- 
ther than  to  actual  liberty ;  and  when  un» 
reftrained  in  hunting  and  robbing,  they 
imagine  themfelves  free.  Their  ardent 
love 
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love  of  a  wandering  life  is  ftrongly  mark- 
ed by  the  following  occurrence. 

The  Torgots,  a  Mongolian  horde,.for- 
merly  inhabited  the  banks  of  the  Wolga. 
The  Tartarian  horde  to  which  they"  be-j 
longed,  diffoWed,  at  the  death  of  their 
Khan,  Galdan  Zcren,  in  the  year  1746. 
Part  fubmitted  to  China  j  part  fled  to  the) 
deferts ,  to  enjoy  independence  ■,  and  the 
remainder  acknowledged  Ruffia  for  their 
protector,  and  pitched  their  tents  near  the 
Wolga.  They  had  frequent  difputes  with 
the  various  hordes  already  under  the  Ruf- 
fian Government,  and  were  conftantly  en- 
deavouring to  fubdue  each  other.  Their 
dread  of  falling,  at  laft,  Into  the  power  of 
fomc  of  thefe,  or  of  the  Ruffians,  who 
were  under  the  neceflity  of  interfering,  in 
order  to  keep  their  Volgaic  hordes  in  awe, 
made  them  conceive  the  defign  of  march- 
ing back  into  Soongaria,  their  native  coun- 
try. Their  Priefts,  to  accelerate  their  mo- 
tions, foretold  their  bondage  to  the  Ruf- 
fians, who,  they  pretended,  would  oblige 
them 
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them  to  follow  agriculture,  and  furriUh 
recruits  for  the  Imperial  Armies.  Trem- 
bling at  this  idea,  the  whole  body  moved, 
in  the  beginning  of  the  year  1770,  to- 
wards the  plains  of  Soongaria.  The  ground 
was  covered  with  fnow,  and  they  had  a 
vaft  tract  of  country,  and  many  rivers  to 
pals  in  their  journey ;  the  hardships  of 
which,  and  the  attacks  they  experienced 
from  the  numberlefs  Tartar  nations  in 
their  way,  reduced  them  more  than  one- 
half  before  they  arrived  at  their  destination. 
In  this  ftate,  they  fell  an  eafy  victim  to  the 
Chinefe,  who  forced  them  to  apply  them- 
felves  to  husbandry,  and  difmifled  their 
Priefts,  whofe  councils  might  foon  again 
remove  them. 

Among  thole  who  were  detained  by  the 
Ruffians,  who  purfued  them,  and  brought 
feveral  thousands  of  them  back,  we  find  a 
piece  of  poetry,  the  burthen  of  which  is 
the  flight  of  their  brethren,  and  their  me- 
lancholy fituation  in  being  divided. 
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As  when  the  heav'ns,  in  a  night  feirne, 
The  twinkling  ftars  illuminate  the  fcene, 
And  gild  the  azure  firmament  on  high, 
And  fling  their  fparklirig  glories  thro'  the  flcjr. 
'Tis  filence  all !  and  peace  and  pleasure  reign, 
No  cloud  obfcures  the  air,  no  florm  the  main. 
At  once  a  folemn  gloom  draws  o'er  our  head, 
Involving  earth  and  heav'n  in  one  dark  (hade. 
Such  quick  viflicitudes  of  blifs  and  woe 
Attend  the  curted  fates  of  men  below. 
Our  friends  are  fled  I  we  folitary  flay 
Where  the  deferred  Wolga  finds  his  way  j 
Where,  too,  the  lovely  MasaJt's  orphan  ftream : 
Ah!  is  it  thus?  or  do  I  only  dream  f 
No  I  -no !  they're  gone  I — at  leaft  bid  as  adieu ! 
And  fay,  *  with  broken  hearts  we  part  from  you !" 
Sad  is  the  journey  for  your  flocks  and  herd ; 
Was  it  not  better  what  we  have  prefer'd  ? 
Or,  (hall  we,  Heav'n  forbid !  drag  Slav'ry's  chains  ? 
While  you,  in  freedom,  fcour  your  native  plains! 
How  lank,  how  lean  will  be  the  gen'rous  horie, 
The  herds  how  crippled  with  fo  long  a  courfe, 
.    O'er  nigged  frozen  hills  and  fn  vy  dales  ; 
Fate  bids  it  fo,  and  Fate  o'er  all  prevails. 
Ah  1  comfort  us  with  hope  of  youf  return  !  -* 

Muft  we  from  Houfehold  Gods  be  ever  torn  ?  f 

Muft  we  for  Houfehold  Gods  and  you  for  ever   I 
mourn?  •* 

"  The  Kalmucs,"  fays  M.  Pallas,  "  art 

"  more  a&ive  than  the  other  tribes.  They 

"are 
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"  are  a-  punning  people,  but  facial  j  'even 
"  in  temper,  upon  every  occafion ;  friend- 
**  ly  to  their  dependants,  and  faithful  to 
"  their  Princes  •,  which  is  remarkable  in 
*<  fuch  widely  extended  plains  and  in  fuch 
w  a  vagrant  people.  Were  it  not  owing 
*'  to  their  attachment  to  their  native  man* 
*t  ners,  tfiey  would  not  keep  tocher.— » 
*'  Their  tents  are  of  felt,  made  of  the  wool 
<(  of  their  fheep)  and,  indeed,  fo  hairy,  it' 
**  is  fit  fqr  nothing  elfe,  but  very  tit  for 
**  this,  keeping  out  the  wind  and  rain* 
"  and  being  very  portable.  They  are  car- 
'*  ried  by  camels,  which,  however,  do  not 
<*  thrive  well  in  thofe  regions.  A  com* 
"  mon  property  among  them,  is  ten  cows 
**  and  a  bull,  or  ten  mares  and  a  ftallion  $ 
*'  but  they  number  fometimes  by  nun* 
*(  dreds  and  thoufands.  They  ufe  the 
*'  bulls  for  beafts  of  burthen,  and  keep 
**  many  of  them,  efteemingone  bull  as  va*- 
u  luahle  as  fifty  cows.  The  lambs  of  their 
"  ihecp  fupply  furs  for  pellices,  or  great 
"  Winter  cloaks." 

U  "When 
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"  When  a  Kalmuc  horde  intends  to  re- 
**  move  in  fearch  of  frelh  pafturc,  which, 
"  in  Summer,  they  are  under  the  neceffity 
"  of  doing  every  four,  fix,  or  eight  days, 
"  people  are,  in  the  firft  place,  ftnt  out 
*'  to  reconnoitre  the  beft  foot  for  pitching 
"  the  tents  of  the  Khan,  or  Prince — for 
*'  the  Lama,  or  Priefts — and  for  the  idols.* 
"  Thefe  begin  the  march,  and  are  followed 
"  by  the  whole  troop,  each  chufing  what 
*<  place  they  think  beft  in  the  cavalcade. 
"  The  Camel  that  is  loaded  with  the  moft 
*'  precious  furniture,  is  decorated  withlit- 
M  tie  bells  j  the  reft  march  in  a  firing,  the 
*'  one  behind  the  other.  The  Bulls,  witli 
"  the  lefs  valuable  burthens,  are  driven  oh 
"  before.  On  thofe  days,  the  girls  drefs 
"  themfelves  in  their  beft  apparel,  not 
"  forgetting  the  art  of  painting,  which  is 
"  common  to  the  Afiatics :  they  have  the 
"  charge,  together  with  the  boys,  of  lead- 
"  ing  the  cattle,  and  on  the  roads  they 
"  beguile  the  tedioufnefs  of  the  journey 
"  with  their  fongs.  Betides  milk,  the 
"  Kalmucs  are  fond  of  roots.  They  pro- 
«  cure 
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"cure  tea,  though  at  a  high  price,  from 
M  Ruffia,  which  they  mix,  or  fometimes 
"  fubftitute  wild  herbs  intirely  for  this  be- 
"  witching  beverage.  They  cannot  en- 
•'  dure  hot  rooms,  and  are  very  healthy." 

The  Monguk,  or  Kalmucs — the  Mand- 
fiours,  or  Tongufians,  are  the  two  moft 
diftinguiftied  tribes  of  all  the  Tartar  na- 
tions. They  both  claim  their  defcent  from 
the  Conquerors  of  China,  and  boaft  of 
pative  Princes  who  have  fat,  or  ftill  are 
feated  upon  the  Chinefe  Throne.  The 
Kalmucs,  the  nation  of  Tzingis  Khan, 
were  .driven  out  of  China,  A.  D.  1368. — 
They  revenged  their  difgrace  upon  the 
other  Tartars,  and  deluged  their  native 
plains  with  blood,  in  fearch  of  new  fettle- 
ments.  They  have  now  little  to  diftin- 
guifh  them  but  their  name.  The  Mahd- 
fhours,  more  fortunate,  were  called  in  by 
the  Chinefe  during  a  civil  war;  and  the 
wooden  horfe,  once  admitted  within  the 
walls,  has  kept  his  ftation.  The  Kalmuc 
Monguls  inhabit  the  countries  fituated  up- 
U  2  en, 
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on  the  Wolga.  The  Mandfhours,  at  the 
other  end  of  the  earth,  pitch  their  tents 
upon  the  banks  of  the  Amur,  and  coafts 
of  the  northern  and  eaftern  ocean.  '  The 
Kalmucs,  tired  with  unfuccefsful  ftrug- 
gles,  fubmitted  to  the  protection  of  Ruf- 
fia,  and  the  tattered  remnants  of  Tzingis 
Khan's  holt  craved  leave  to  reft  under  the 
wing  of  the  Imperial  Eagle.  The  Ton- 
gufians  bravely  defended  themfelvcs  agaraft 
the  firft  Ruffians  who  ventured  to  attack 
them  in  their  native  country;  but  they 
were  at  laft  vanquished,  by  the  fuperior 
difcipline  of  their  invaders.  Though  ran* 
quifhed,  their  fpirit  was  the  fame,  and 
breathing  ftill  independence.  They  re- 
volted when  an  opportunity  offered,  and 
murdered  the  Ruffian  Tax-Gatherers.  It 
was  not  until  the  year  1657,  that  Ruffia 
had  obtained  the  peaceable  government 
of  a  part  of  this  generous  tribe.  The 
Kalmucs  are  chiefly  diftinguilhed  from  the 
common  race  of  Tartars,  by  their  form  of 
government,  which  is  monarchical.  Their 
attachment  to  their  Princes  keeps  up  fomc 
order 
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order  among  them,  and  difcipline.  The 
other  hordes  chufe,  among  themfelves, 
Chiefs,  according  to  their  ideas  of  their 
abilities,  paying,  at  the  fame  time,  due  at- 
tention to  the  wealth  of  thofe  elected. 

The  Kalmuc  drefs  nearly  refembles  the 
Chinefe,  no  doubt  from  their  long  refidence 
among  that  people.  The  country  of  the 
Kalmucs  is  molt  favourable  to  agricul- 
ture, being  of  a  good  foil  and  climate,  and 
pot  incumbered  with  woods ;  yet  the  breed- 
ing of  cattle  is  their  favourite  employ- 
ment, as  it  is  attended  with  lefs  manual 
labour,  which  they  abominate,  as  deroga- 
tory to  their  high  defcent,  rather  than  from 
any  averfion  to  eat  the  produce  of  the 
lands,  for  they  purchafe  meal  and  other 
articles  from  the  Ruffians.  The  Kalmucs 
I  have  feen  at  Peterfburg  are  of  a  middling 
fize,  and  it  inftantly  ftrikes  you,  upon 
fight,  that  you  had  feen  them  before.: — 
Any  perfon  in  the  leaft  converfant  with  ' 
the  Hiftory  of  China,  and  who  has-  feen 
the  plates  in  the  hiftories  of  that  country, 
U3  will 
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will  be  at  nolofs  to  know  a  Kalmuc  when- 
ever he  meets  him.  Their  head  and  face 
are  broad  and  round ;  and  they  have  final! 
eyes  and  nofes,  with  fwarthy  complexions. 
Their  head  is  fhaved,  all  but  a  fmall  lock 
at  the  top ;  and  they  wear  a  bell-faftuon- 
ed  cap.  The  Tartar  vifage  runs  through 
the  whole. 

They  have  learnt  at  Peterlburg  to  get 
into  chaifes,  where  they  cut  a  droll  figure, 
when  contrafted  with  the  powdered  Cour- 
tier, in  his  •vis-a-vis-.  They  have  not  learnt 
how  many  are  proper  to  fit  in  a  chaife  at 
a  time,  and  pack  together  in  crouds,  re- 
fembling  a  ring  of  bells.  They  are  faid 
not  to  be  the  moft  cleanly  in  their  peribns : 
their  idle  way  of  life  eafily  accounts  for 
this.  The  Tartars  who  profefs  Maho- 
medanifm,  have  at  lead  changed  fo  far  for 
the  better,  in  learning  to  wa(h  themfelves. 
They  are  a  lively,  and  feem  naturally  an 
ingenious  people  j  but  their  lazy  habits, 
and  vagrant  life,  have  naturally  given  them 
all  the  attendant  vices.  There  are  few  in- 
stances 
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ftances  of  murder  among  the  Kalmucs, 
which,  as  they  are  exceedingly  irritable  and 
revengeful,  is  attributed  to  their  belief  in 
Ghofts. 

Murder,  among  the  Tartars,  is  punch- 
ed with  death,  and  that  inflicted  by  the 
hands  of  the  deceafed's  relations.  If,  how- 
ever, they  cannot  find  the  culprit,  and 
their  anger  abates,  they  frequently  accept 
a  compenfation  in  money  or  cattle. 

The  Monguls  have  fome  reli&s  among 
them  of  their  ancient  pre-eminence. — 
They  have  fchools  for  teaching  their  chil- 
dren, not  only  the  common  parts  of  edu- 
cation, but  likewife  geography,  hiftory, 
aftronomy,  medicine,  and  theology :  and 
they  have  written  books  of  laws.  Their 
code  is  very  favourable  to  women,  who  are 
confidered  by  them  as  incapable  of  any 
crime.  Moft  of  the  Afiatics  efteem  the 
female  fex  in  no  other  light,  than  as  mere 
instruments  of  pleafure,  and  as  a  kind  of 
human  dolls,  for  men  to  play  withall. — 
U  4  Even 
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Even  thofc  Tartan  who  permit  their  la- 
dies to  accompany  them  to  the  other  world, 
mean  it  only  for  their  own  pleafure — they 
do  not  bring  them  before  Radamanthus : 
their  women,  like  their  cattle,  are  only  a 
part  of  their  equipage  on  the  journey. 

The  domeftic  animals  of  the  Kalmucs 
are  Camels,  Ho  ribs,  Cows,  Sheep,  and 
Goats :  they  have  neither  Swine  nor  Poul- 
try. Their  Horfes,  betides  the  purpofe  of 
riding,  ferve  them  in  all  refpe&s  as  Cows. 
They  are  fond  of  Mare's  milk.  Horfe's 
flcfh  is  a  delicacy  with  them ;  fo  that  up- 
on any  expedition,  they  are  in  no  danger 
of  wanting  food,  as  every  Tartar  leads  one 
or  two  fpare  Horfes :  they  need  not  rtag- 
gons  to  convey  their  provifiohs,  they  con- 
trive to  make  their  provisions  carry  them- 
felves.  The  fleetnefs  of  their  Horfes,  in 
their  frequent  marches,  gives  them  the  pre- 
ference to  all  other  animals,  with  thofc 
hordes ;  and  a  man  of  quality  is  therefore 
known  £y  his  numerous  ftudj  in  fome  in- 
tfances,  as  forae  will  have  it,  to  the  number 
of 
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offourthoufand.  The  Camels  art  u  fed  for 
heavy  burthens,  and  the  great  men  likewife 
ride  upon  them  in  ordinary  journeys,  or 
when  the  tribes  are  removing  to  a  new 
fpot  of  land. 

The  women  manage  the  ceconomy  with- 
in doors — the  men  look  to  every  thing 
dfs.  The  cxercifes  of  the  Kalmucs  are 
manly,  and  confift  in  (hooting  with  the 
bow,  and  wreftling.  They  are  fond,  too, 
of  tinging,  but  the  performance  is  with 
the  females.  In  addition  to  the  fpecimens 
of  their  fongs  already  given,  take  the  fol- 
lowing. The  fubjeft  is  a  lamentation  for 
a  dying  lover. 

THE  MAID. 

Thy  reAH/h  bay  horfe 

Fills  hwguifhing  on  the  banks  of  the  river  Sill ! 
Thou  fiilleft,  courageous  yemth — thou  that  art  tninej 
To  thee  the  Moon  will  be  a  Aedfaft  compwago, 

THE  DYING  YOUTH. 

The  Eagle's  feather  that  is  (hick  in  my  hair 
Take  from  me,  and  carry  it  to  my  friends : 
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Ah  I  when  you  deliver  it,  Co  do  it  that  their  tender 

hearts 
Be  not  finitten  with  anguifh  at  hearing  the  doleful 

newt : 
And  let  them  the  golden-lettered  Schodba  • 
Order  to  be  read  for  twelve  long  years  for  me. 

THE  MAID. 
Prince  of  my  heart,  fall -n  In  the  bloody  field,         i 
Cpver'd  with  duft  and  gore :  the  Moon  will  yield  | 
A  focial  beam,  and  gild  his  broken  fliicld.  ■* 

His  gen'rous  Steed,  in  aaguifh  for  the  (lain, 
Lies  near  his  corps,  where  Sail  winds  thro'  the  plain. 

THE  DYING  LOVER. 

Ah !  hear  my  laft,  this  laft  requeft,  my  Fair! 
The  Eagle's  feather,  that  adorns  my  hair, 
'  Bear  to  my  friends,  and  when  you  give  it,  fay, 
"  He  died  a  hero,  glory  led  the  way  !" 
Tear  not  their  bofoms  with  fad  tales  of  woe, 
How  the  keen  arrow  (truck  the  deadly  blow ; 
Nor  echo  to  their  fouls  my  dying  groans, 
For  my  difturbed  (hade  will  hear  their  moans. 
Tell  them  to  read,  for  twelve  long  years,  for  me,      •% 
The  golden-letter' d  book,  in  memory,  J- 

Then  (hall  I  foftly  reft  amidft  eternity !  J 

The 


*  Schodba  is  a  fort  of  mafs  for  the  dead,  written  in 
letters  of  gold. 
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The  fubjefts  of  their  fongs  are,  in  ge- 
neral, the  fabulous  ftories  of  gigantic  chi- 
valry, heroic  tales,  and  amorous  ditties. 
Their  mufical  inftruments  are,  the  lure, 
the  violin,  and  the  pipe:  they  like  wife 
amufe  themfclves  with  playing  at  chefs, 
and  cards. 

Funeral  ceremonies  are  ftrictly  obferved 
by  all  the  Tartars*  The  moft  honourable 
manner  of  reducing  the  body  to  duft,  ac- 
cording to  the  notions  of  the  Kalmucs,  is 
that  of  burning.  They  have  an  idea,  too. 
that  fuch  purification  by  fire,  procures 
admiflion  for  the  foul  directly  into  Para- 
dife. 

The  Tongufians  are  partly  under  the 
Government  of  China,  and  partly  under 
that  of  Ruflia.  Their  character  is  a  me- 
dium betwixt  the  proud  oftentarious  Kal- 
muc,  and  the  common  tribes  addicted  to 
pilfering,  and  other  low  vices.  The  Ton- 
gufian  nation  are  divided  into  two  claues — 
the  (hepherds,  and  the  huntimen.  Their 
rugged 
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ragged  country  affords  good  opportunity 
for  the  chace,  and  plenty  of  game  to  in- 
duce them  to  make  hunting  a  bufinefs. — 
The  Kalmuc  country  is  flat,  and  without 
wood ;  the  Kalmucs,  therefore,  hunt  but 
for  amufement,  and  that  feldom.  The 
Tongufian  huntfman  confiders  the  fhep- 
'  herd's  life  as  effeminate,  and  unworthy  of 
men :  he  firings  his  bow,  hangs  his  quiver 
lit  his  back,  and  climbs  the  mountain's 
fide,  fmiling  at  the  folly  of  his  Iefs  active 
countrymen,  in  depriving  themfelves  of 
that  health  and  vigour  which  the  purfuit 
•f  the  Wolf  and  the  Bear  gives  to  him. 
Few  of  the  Tartar  or  northern  nations  are 
now  diftinguifhed  for  their  hardy  manner 
of  life. 

The  Tongufian  huntfman  prides  him- 
felf  upon  his  fobriety,  as  well  as  upon  his 
athletic  excrcifes.  He  calls  the  mepherd 
luxurious,  who  indulges  in  drinking  a  fpi- 
rit  drawn  from  four  milk.  The  fhepherds 
are  more  wealthy  than  the  huntfmen,  and 
more  at  their  eafe.    Eafe  and  wealth  have 
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ever  occafioned  luxury,  and  here  we  fee  it  in 
its  infancy.  The  fhephcrds  do  not  expofe 
themfelves  to  cold,  like  the  hontfmen ;  but 
the  huntfmen  are  warmer,  by  exercife,than 
the  others,  even  with  the  aid  of  brandy — 
brandy,  which  is  as  dangerous  a  fubftitutc 
for  warmth  or  exercife,  as  opium  for  reft. 
Scurvy,  the  common  difeafe  of  northern 
climates,  is  not  known  among  the  Ton* 
gufian  huntfmen,  until  old  age  prevents 
them  from  undergoing  their  ufual  fatigue. 
Even  their  want  of  cleanlhiefs,  does  not 
bring  this  calamity,  until  their  bodies  and 
their  minds  are  no  longer  kept  in  motion. 
Scurvy  is  the  conftant  attendant  of  lazi* 
nefs  and  dirtinefs ;  and  wherever  it  is 
found,  the  other  two  qualities  are  not  far 
removed. 

The  Tongufian  huntfman,  while  he  pr«- 
ients  the  fineft  character  to  be  found  in 
Tartary,  is  an  evidence  againft  the  impo- 
fition  of  thofe  excufes  that  are  made  for 
druakenncrfs. — -They  retain  health  and 
fotngth  of  body  to  the  lateft  period  of  their 
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wiftence.    They  deteft  every  thing  mean 
or  dishonourable— are  as  jealous  of  any  re- 
flection upon  their  good  name,  as  the  molt 
polite  nations,  and,  like  them,  decide  alt 
difputes  of  this  nature  by  duel,  (hooting, 
the  one  at  the  other,  with  arrows.     They 
formerly  fought  in  prefence  of  the  elders, 
but  now  the  Ruffian  Government  have 
forbid  fuch  encounters,  and  the  men  of 
honour  retire  to  fettle  their  difputes  in 
other  countries.  Their  noble  families,  too, 
are  as  high-mettled  as  any  in  Europe.— 
The  brothers  are  guardians  of  their  fifter's 
reputation,  and  fhould  a  lady  of  birth  be 
imprudent,  the  lover  muft  marry  her,  if 
of  equal  rank  j  if  not,  her  brother  fhoots 
him,  without  further  ceremony.  The  wo- 
men are  treated  with  the  greateft  re(pe£t 
and  tendemefs ;  and,  in  return,  they  are 
the  moft  affectionate  wives ;  fo  that  at  the 
death  of  their  hufbands,  they  are  not  to  be 
prevented,  without  difficulty,  from  killing 
tbemfelves.     The  young  women  make  a 
prefent  to  their  intended  hufbands,  of  a 
drefs,  as  a  fpecimen  of  their  fewing.  The 
women 
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women  are  the  mufical  performers,  upon 
all  occafions.  The  Ruffian  males  contend 
in  tins  art  with  the  females :  but  as  the 
Ruffians  are  a  brave  people,  we  cannot  con- 
clude that  mufic  is  an  effeminate  amufe- 
ment.  Nature  would  feem  to  have  hefi- 
tated  whether  to  make  the  Ruffians  a  na- 
tion of  Warriors,  or  Nightingales,  and,  in 
hefitating,  (he  made  them  both. 
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LETTER  XXX.    . 

the  Rufsitm  Amufements  upon  May-Day-*- 
The  Approach  of  Summer, 


Ingria,  May,  1789. 

In  this  country  of  Scythia,  I  imagine  my- 
felf  a  thoufand  years  old,  and  nearly  re- 
lated to  Odin.  I  confider  you  as  one  of 
my  posterity,  and  rnyfelf  as  writing  to 
you,  from  my  tomb  in  the  Defert  of  Tar- 
tary .  I  feel  a  cruft  of  antiquity  gathering 
round  me.  The  wild  fcene  of  woods  and 
uncultivated  traces  preicnted  to  the  new, 
keeps  up  the  dream  of  ancient  times. — 
When  I  caft  my  eye  towards  Petersburg, 
the  vilion,  in  part,  diuolves ;  but  as  the 
country  of  Witches  is  in  the  neighbour- 
hood, a  little  farther  ftretch  of  imagina- 
tion can  make  this  emporium  appear  the 
effect  of  enchantment.  It  is  with  diffi- 
culty 
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culty  I  tan  -reconcile  my  felf,  after  wan- 
dering through  Tartary,  and  flirring  up 
the  aihes  of  Gods  and  Heroes,  to  recur  to 
the  common  tales  of  travellers,  and  to 
inform  you  what  the  Ruffians  are  now 
about. 

This  is  May- Day,  and  all  the  world  are 
afiembled  at  Catherinburg,  and  hailing, 
with  joy,  the  return  of  Summer,  after  a 
Winter  of  fix  months.  The  earth,  lately 
buried  in  mow,  appears  as  riling  from  the 
dead — the  white  covering,  or  winding- 
fheet,  is  lying  around  in  fragments.  Up- 
on one  hand  I  hear  the  ringing  of  birds ; 
upon  the  other,  the  rending  of  the  ice. — 
The  Gulph  of  Finland,  upon  whofe  more 
'  Catherinburg  is  lituated,  is  ftill  a  frozen 
field.  The  Ruffians  are  making  merry  in 
the  woods  furrounding  Catherinburg — 
drinking,  finging,  and  fmoaking,  in  tents 
erefled  for  this  particular  day.  Every 
chaife,  and  Angle  horfe  chair,  is  parading 
the  ftreets  of  Catherinburg.  I  regret  much 
that  the  Ruffians  have  no  other  place  more 
X  propes 
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proper  than  this,  for  celebrating  fo  joyous 
an  anniverfary :  yet'  the  empire  is  not 
limited  by  fuch  narrow  boundary ! — the 
adjacent  country  not  To  fertile  or  culti- 
vated as  to  forbid  the  appropriation  of  a 
more  extenfive  and  elegant  place  of  public 
refort.  I  deteft  extravagance  in  private 
works— I  deteft  oeconomy  in  public  ones, 
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LETTER   XXXI. 

Rufsian  Summer — Anecdotes  of  Prince  Naf- 
fau — Of  Paul  Jones — Princeft  Dafcb- 
koff— Count  Besborodko — Rufsian  Dances 
T~Rufiian  Amufements  in  Summer. 


Ingria,  June,  1789. 

1  have  retired  from  the  buftle  of  the 
metropolis  to  the  country.  My  hut  is  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  the  Ruffian  and 
Finland  villages ;  each  rural  fight,  each 
rural  found.  I  go  out  every  morning,  to 
fifii  in  a  river  which  runs  through  the 
woods,  and  I  feldom  dine  without  having 
a  difh  of  my  own  providing  at  table.  So 
much  for  induftry.  The  Ruffian  girls, 
who  are  gathering  berries  in  the  forefts, 
entertain  me  with  their  fongs ;  and  in  re- 
turn, I  purchase  their  collection  of  wild 
fruits. 

X  2  Winter 
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-  Winter  has  hardly  dif appeared,  when 
all  the  earth  is  drefled  in  her  fineft  liveries. 
The  fir  tree  alone  retains  his  garb  at  all 
fcafons,  and  keeps  his  fhaggy  coat  in  the 
cold  weather,  in  common  with  the  Bear 
and  Wolf,  who  dwell  under  her  branches. 
"The  quick  transition  of  the  feafon  is  molt 
dtftinguifhable  in  the  birch  forefts ;  not 
many  days  ago,  they  were  naked  and  -fhi- 
vering;  they  are  now  new  cloathed  in  light 
green,  and  make  a  beautiful  contraft  with 
the  dark  hue  of  the  pine.  Earth's  verdant 
carpet  is  fpread  over  every  plain.  There  is 
neither  hill,  nor  mountain,  nor  rock,  nor 
cataract,  to  bring  into  mydefcription  of  the 
Ruffian  Spring.  The  laft  Winter  was  un- 
commonly ievere,  and  it  is  fucceeded  by  a 
Summer  extremely  hot.  The  fun-beams 
are  almoft  unfufferahle.  1  plunge  into  the 
river  to  cool  myfclf :  but  the  Ruffians  do 
•  hot  follow  my  example,  until  they  have 
parboiled  their  bodies  in  the  vapour  bath. 
This  climate  is  a  trying  one  for  any  con- 
futation: the  Ruffians  make  it  worfe,  by 
their  ridiculous  practices.  The  field  of  ice 
upon 
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upon  the  Gulph  only  broke  up  a  few  days 
ago,  notwithftanding  the  great  heat  from 
the  middle  of  April  tail.  The  farmer  was 
plowing  and  fowing,  in  his  Oiirt,  upon 
land,  while  Winter  ftill  bound  the  ocean, 
in  his  fight  1 

A  new  fcene  opens :  the  lea  is  covered 
with  fliips :  I  hear  the  thunder  of  the 
Ruffian  fleet  at  Cronftadt,  whofe  harbour 
appears  a  wood  of  mails.  The  village 
where  I  refide  in  the  country,  is  lituated 
about  half  way  between  Peterfburg  and 
Cronftadt,  and  near  the  fhore  of  the  gulph. 
I  view  the  veffcls  hourly  palling  and  re- 
palling,  laden  with  the  rich  produce  of 
the  empire,  or  carrying  to  the  capital  the 
luxuries  of  other  nations.  No  traveller, 
either  going  from,  or  coming  into  Ruffia, 
can  pafs  me  unobferved.  I  was  here  for  a 
few  days  in  April  laft,  when  Prince  Naf- 
fau  arrived  to  take  command  of  the  Galley 
Fleet.  He  is  a  fine-looking  man,  and  has 
already  approved  himfelf,  at  leaft,  a  brave 
Officer.  The  inftant  of  his  arrival,  he 
X3  fent 
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fent  his  fervant  to  the  Poftmafter,  to  en- 
quire if  the  report  was  true  of  Admiral 
Paul  Jones  being  difmiffed  from  the  Ruf- 
fian fervice.  .  The  Prince  does  not  admire 
his  late  colleague  in  the  Black  Sea  expedi- 
tion. Indeed  this  newly-created  Admiral 
is  univerfally  defpifed,  and  muft,  of  courfe, 
foon  retire.  I  had  the  honour  of  feeing 
this  hero  lately :  he  dined  at  the  poft-houfe, 
with  his  doxy,  upon  a  trip  of  pleafure 
from  Peterfburg.  He  has  nothing  re- 
markable in  his  figure.  I  Ihould  not  have 
noticed  him,  had  he  not  been  pointed  out 
to  me.  He  did  not  know  that  the  poft- 
houfe  and  tavern  was  kept  by  an  English- 
man. The  Admiral  ordered  his  dinner  in 
bad  French ;  he  was  anfwered  in  EngliJh, 
and  heftarted  backwards.  "  What,"  faid 
he  to  the  Matter  of  the  houfe,  "  you  are 
"  an  Englishman !  how  did  you  know 
"  that  I  was  of  that  country  ?"  Prince 
Naffau  has  a  fomething  about  him  which 
immediately  interefts  you.  It  is  not  ne- 
cefiary  to  be  informed  that  he  is  a  man  of 
diftinction.  The  Prince  neglected  to  give 
bis 
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his  paflport  to  the  Portmafter.  ThePoft- 
matter  defired  the  Prince's  fervant  to  afk  it 
from  him,  as  he  could  not  order  horfes  for 
his  carriage,  however  Satisfied  he  was  of 
his  identity  and  errand  to  Ruflia,  until  he 
faw  a  regular  paffport  for  his  entry.  The 
fervant  replied,  "  that  he  had'aiked  the 
*'  Prince  for  it  once,  and  that  his  Mailer 
"  would  of  himfelf  deliver  the  pafTport, 
"  without  being  again  put  in  mind  of  it;. 
"  which  he  would  not  venture  to  do,  un- 
"  Iefs  he  wilhed  to  have  his  head  broken  I" 

We  expeft  foon  to  hear  of  an  engage- 
ment; the  Ruffian  galley  fleet,  with  that 
of  Sweden.  The  weather  continues  very 
hot.  A  Captain  of  a  Britifh  Baft-  India 
fhip,  who  is  juft  now  travelling  here,  fays, 
"  that  he  never  felt  himfelf  more  incom- 
"  moded  with  heat  at  Bengal,  than  he 
"  does  now  at  Petersburg."  It  is  even 
dangerous  to  ftrangers  to  walk  out  at  mid- 
day, fo  powerful  are  the  fun's  rays.  The 
very  woods  have  taken  fire  in  fome  parts 
of  Ingria.  There  has  been  no  rain  for  le- 
X  4  vera! 
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verat  weeks :  the  grius  fields  are  burnt  Up, 
and  the  grain  is  ripening  upon  ftraw,  not 
one  foot  in  length.  The  river  in  which  I 
fifh,  I  am  afraid  will  be  dried  up.  In  the 
evening,  at  fun-fet,  vaft  fwarms  of  gnats, 
or  mufquitos,  arife  from  the  top  of  the  fo- 
refts,  darkening  the  air.  Ft  is  a  proof  of 
the  extreme  heat,  when  thofe  infefts, 
hatched  in  the  fun-beams,  dare  not  to  ven- 
ture out  fooner.  They  come  at  this  late 
hour  to  up  the  dew,  which  then  afcends 
from  the  earth,  in  a  white  mift.  I  go  out 
in  the  morning  at  three,  and  four  o'clock, 
to  fifh  or  to  bathe :  I  am  driven  in  again 
at  fix,  by  thefultry  ikies.  I  feek  thefhade, 
and  exclaim  with  Virgil, 

O  quit  me  gdidis  in  vallibus  Nsemi 
Siftat,  et  ingenti  ramorum  protegat  umbra  I 


This  gentleman  has  given  us  a  picture  of 
the  Scythian  Winter,  but  he  forgot  the 
Scythian  Summer.  I  put  on  my  troufers, 
and  take  my  walk  in  the  evening,  in  de- 
fiance of  the  myriads  of  gnats.  As  I  wan- 
der  near  the  Monaftery  of  St.  Sergius,  by 
the 
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the  Tea  fliore,  while  the  laft  knell  warn* 
the  Monks  to  prayers  and  reft,  the  Night- 
ingale ferenades  me  with  his  long.  Per- 
haps a  drunken  Ruffian,  reeling  along  the 
road,  disturbs  the  fweet  fyren  with  bis  bel- 
lowing noife.  The  bird  renews -his  note, 
when  the  Hottentot  has  palled.  A  fine 
finger,  or  a  fine  orator  never  preffes  you 
to  hear  them,  and  they  only  oblige  you  if 
yon  attend  in  refpe&ful  filence. 

I  have  my  concert  of  vocal  and  inftru- 
mental  mufic,  at  the  poft-houfe,  every 
Sunday.  A  Ruffian  has  made  for  himlelf 
a  kind  of  harp  j  and  his  wife,  Daphne, 
plays  a  little  upon  the  guittar :  but  this 
guittar  is  cracked  in  the  back,  and  raoft 
part  of  the  mufic  makes  its  efcape  tht 
wrong  way :  however,  the  lady  compen- 
fates  for  this,  by  the  excellence  of  her 
voice — fuch  as  you  have  heard  chanting 
the  Babes  of  the  Wood,  or  Chevy  Chace. 
We  had  lately  an  afTembly :  two  Finland 
girls  performed  a  Rufs  Dance,  and  trotted 
about,  to  the  great  entertainment  of  the 
bearded 
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bearded  fpe&ators.  All  the  Ruffian  dances 
are  a  kind  of  pantomime.  The  dancer* 
are  more  ftudious  of  the  management  of 
their  eyes  and  hips,  than  of  their  feet. — 
They  endeavoured  to  convey  the  moft  wan- 
ton ideas.  One  of  the  girls  acted  the 
man's  part,  and  threw  very  amorous  glances 
upon  bis  miftrefsj  who,  in  her  turn, 
blufhed  and  languifhcd.  The  Coflac  Dance 
was  rehearfed  by  the  houfe-lackcy  and  the 
Parfon's  fon  of  the  parifh.  This  is  a  chal- 
lenge dance :  the  one  drives  to  exceed  the 
other  in  the  execution  of  a  variety  of  fteps 
and  leaps,  which  they  perform  alternately. 
The  dancers,  in  all  theft  dances,  while 
they  perform  their  different  attitudes  and 
fteps,  make  the  figure  of  a  circle. 

A  few  days  ago,  as  I  was  attending  the 
concert,  Madam  Shirbinin,  daughter  of 
the  Princefs  DafchkofF,  entered  the  room, 
with  feveral  ladies  and  gentlemen*  Madam 
Shirbinin  fpeaks  Englirti  very  well:  floe 
has  been  formerly  in  England.  This  Prin- 
cefs would  go  a  riming :  I  gave  her  my 
•  rods 
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rods  and  lines.  She  was  returning  front 
Cronftadt,  where  fhe  had  been  to  take 
farewell  of  her  huiband,  who  is  gone  with 
the  galley  fleet.  Monfieur  Shirbinin  is  a 
Brigadier-General  in  the  Army.  Several 
regiments  have  embarked  with  Prince  Naf- 
fau.  His  Excellency  Count  fkfborodko, 
Prime  Minuter  of  Ruffia,  with  Prince 
Kourakin,  and  other  Princes  and  Nobles 
of  the  empire  in  company,  dined  here.— 
The  Count  has  raifed  himfelf  to  this  emi- 
nent ftation  by  real  merit  and  ability, 
which  are  the  only  recommendations  t* 
Catherine  II. 

We  are  daily  vifited  from  Peterfburg,  by 
the  firft  ranks.  I  cannot  get  into,  or  out 
of  my  room,  without  brufhing  againlr.  her 
Imperial  Majefty's  Orders  of  St.  George  and 
St.  Andrew  j  and  have  fometimes  the  ho- , 
nour  of  playing  at  billiards  with  a  Knez, 
The  roads  are  crouded  with  the  Summer 
carriages  of  the  gentry,  called  Trolkys : 
they  are  of  a  more  elegant  confirmation 
man  thole  ufed  by  the  common  people.  A 
double 
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doable  row  of  feats  is  placed,  lengthways, 
upon  a-  law  carriage  with  four  wheels } 
over  mis  is  placed  a  canopy  of  filk  or  other 
ftuff>  with  curtains  to  draw  occafionally, 
at  the  finks  and  at  the  ends,  in  cafe -of  rain 
or  duft.  This  fort  of  carriage  is  very  con- 
venient! ami  light :  it  is  eafily  drawn  by 
two,  but  the  Ruffian  gentry  are  fond  of 
fptendour,  and  they  have  generally  four  or 
fix  horfes  to  their  carriages,  with  a  cor- 
responding number  of  livery-men.  The 
company  fit  in  two  rows,  and  with  their 
backs  to  riiofo  upon  the  opposite  fide  j  bat 
when  there  is  room,  the  Ruffian  and- Ger- 
man beauties  recline  themfelves  in  foft  at- 
titudes along  the  feats.  They  are  fond  of 
dlfplaying  their  charms  in  the  open  air. 
The  preient  dry  feafon  collects  die  dull 
around  them :  they  look  like  Angels'  in  the 
clouds. 

The  country  honfes  of  the  Nobility  are 

placed  clofe  upon  the  public  road:  their 

noble  inhabitants  entertain  themfelves  in 

tents  eroded  under  the  trees,  if  there  be 

any 
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any  adjoining.:  here  they  drink  their  cof- 
fee, and  the  ladies  employ  their  hours  in 
needle-work,  or  other  amutements.  I  ob- 
served female  Turks  attending  upon  thefe 
companies,  and  likewife  riding  with  their 
new  Miftreffes,  in  their  carriages.  The 
Ruffian  ladies  treat  them  with  great  ten- 
dernefs,  and  feem  very  fond  of  the  daugh- 
ters of  Oczakow.  Their  gardens  are  in 
hetter  tafte  than  their  houfes :  and,  not- 
withstanding the  dead  flatnefs  of  the  land, 
Nature  is  copied  with  much  exactnefs. 
The  Nobility  invite  the  Public,  in  Sum- 
mer, to  their  gardens,  where  they  are  en- 
tertained with  mufic,  failing  in  boats  up- 
on the  artificial  lakes,  fire  works,  &c.  in 
a  magnificent  manner.  I  was  laft  Sunday 
in  the  gardens  of  his  Excellency  M.  Na- 
rifchkin.  There  was  an  aflemblage  of  the 
firft  rank,  as  well  as  of  the  lower  orders, 
who  gain  admittance,  if  decently  clean  in 
their  appareL  The  muficians  were  dif- 
pofed  in  a  grove  of  trees  :  the  mufic  had 
a  fine  effect,  and  feemed  to  afcend  from 
the  earth.  It  adds  nothing  to  the  pleafure 
derived 
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derived  from  founds,  to  view  thediftorted 
features  of  the  performers*  An  orcheftra 
ihould  have  a  curtain  drawn  before  it ;  the 
fight  of  bob  wigs,  powdered  tops,  and 
crooked  nofes,  add  nothing  to  the  pleafure 
which  we  derive  from  mufic.  If  the  per- 
formers muft  appear,  let  them  be  drefied 
ibmewhat  more  like  the  difciples  of  Apollo. 
I  cannot  with  any  temper  behold  Handel 
taking  muff,  fcrewing  his  pins,  or  rofining 
his  fiddle-ftick :  it  gives  the  idea  of  the 
manufacture  of  mufic,  as  well  as  of  tobac- 
co. Thefe  obfervations  are  not  applicable 
to  vocal  performers :  a  finger  is  an  orator 
of  harmony;  and  good  figure  and  gefture 
are  requifite  in  an  orator.  Any  one  who 
has  feen  and  heard  a  beautiful  woman  fing, 
will  confefs  that  the  fight  gives  new  plea- 
fure to  the  hearing. 

Amidft  the  fports  of  dance  and  fong, 
I  forget  the  bloody  field  of  war — and  I 
wifh  to  forget  it.  The  Ruffians  are  fol- 
lowing up  their  victories  over  the  Turks, 
with  heavier  and  heavier  blows.  The  un- 
fortunate 
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fortunate  war  with  Sweden  is  profecuted 
with  unequal  fuccefs  on  both  fides.  The 
grand  fleet  and  galley  fleet  are  both  at  fea, 
and  we  expect,  daily,  important  intelli- 
gence. I  will  not  entertain  you  with  the 
vague  accounts  I  may  receive  of  battles  and 
iieges.  Have  patience  until  I  can  with 
certainty  give  you  a  true  and  connected 
narrative, 
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LETTER  XXXII. 

Chara&er  vf  Peter  the  Great— -Ruffian  No* 
bility—'Rejkftiona  upon  Modern  Luxury <t 
as  it  regards  Commerce  and  Artt—Bk~ 
Jure  af  Modern  Rufsia. 


Ingria,  Julj,  1789. 

J.  take  my  morning's  walk  in  the  gar- 
dens of  the  Palace  of  Strelina  My  fa,  now 
in  ruins.  Peter  begun  this  palace,  and 
his  daughter}  the  Emprefs  Elizabeth,  con- 
tinued the  building,  but  died  before  it  was 
finifhed.  While  I  fit  upon  a  broken  co- 
lumn, a  thoufand  thoughts  rufli  into  my 
mind.  Peter  meant  to  adorn  the  dreary 
Ihores  of  the  Finland  Gulph  leading  to  his 
capital,  with  imperial  manfions.  The  pa- 
laces of  Oranienbaum,  Peterhoff,  and 
Strelina, 
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Strclina,  arc  evidently  a  parr  of  this  plan. 
The  appearance  of  the  oppofite  (hore  of 
Carclia,  deftitute  of  fuch  ornaments,,  fets 
off  thofe  improvements,  in  the  light  of 

contrail.  ' 

I  can  trace  Upon  the  banks  of  the  river 
where  I.fifli,  the  outlines  of  gardens.— 
Wherever1 1  fte  a  ftreight  avenue,  I  know 
that  Peter  has  been  here,  and  has  cut  fomc- 
of  the  trees  formerly  growing  where  I  now 
walk,  with  his  own  hand.  You  may  ea- 
fily  imagine  that  I  feel  myfelf  a  foot  higher, 
in  walking  in  a  path  which  has  been  clear- 
ed for  me  by  an  Emperor !  I  am  attached 
to  Rulfia  and  to  Ruffians — not  from  any 
Superior  excellence  in  the  natives :  they  are 
loaded  with  vices,  as  much  as  .their  other 
brothers  of  Europe,  but  becaufe  they  are 
the  children  of  Peter  I.  As  a  proof  of  ' 
my  fhendihip  for  them,  I  will  tell  them 
freely  of  theii*  faults.  Peter  did  every 
thing  with  the  axe  and  the  fword— they 
were  his  onlyinftruments  in  war  and  in 
peace :  he  fixed  himfelf  upon  the  Throne 
■Y  with 
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with  them :  he  conquered  the  finest  pro- 
vinces of  Sweden  :  he  built  and  peopled 
his  metropolis:  be  built  and  manned  his 
navy;  he  established  an  Academy  of  Sci- 
ences with  thele  towels,  by  feizing  the  li- 
brary at  Mittau  : — all  this  as  a  warrior 
and  legislator.  We  with  we  had  not  to 
add,  that  unlike  a  father,  he  corrected  bis 
own  children  with  them  t  In  the  Acade- 
my there  is  a  figure  of  Peter  in  wax :  it 
would  have  been  more  characteristic  in 
iron.  There  is  in  the  lame  collection  i 
bar  of  iron  forged  by  his  Majesty's  own 
hand.  This  is  a  better  remembrancer  of 
him,— Yes,  Peter  1  you  manufactured  »• 
tber  articles  in  the  iron  branch,  racks, 
wheels,  and  impairing  hooks,  with  ftaias 
upon  them  that  time  will  not  efface. 

No  am'rous  Hero  ever  gave  thee  birth, 
Or  ever  render  Goddefs  brought  thee  forth: 
Some  rugged  rock's  hard  entrails  gave  you  form, 
And  raging  feas  produe'd  yon  in  a  norm. 
A  birth  well  suiting  thy  tempestuous  kind, 
So  rough  thy  manners,  — — 

P.  H. 

You 
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You  feci  can  rail  at  my  favourite  Prince. 
Great  a&ionsr  ftiould  not  make  us  forget  the 
caufe  of  humanity  j  and  however  ncceffary 
his  fevcrities  might  be,  yet  they  were  too 
inhumanly  dear  a  facrifice,  even  to  procure 
the  reformation  of  his  people}  which, 
perhaps,  time  might  have  accomplished, 
without  fo  high  a  price  of  blood.  Peter  L 
was  anxious  to  make  his  native  kingdom 
a  great  nation :  he  was  rendered  miferable 
by  their  oppofition  to  his  plans,  their  ca- 
bals and  confpiracies  againft  him ;  and  in 
fits  of  defpaif,  or  rather  of  m&dnefs,  he 
did  things  unbecoming  his  character.  The 
works  #f  this  Prince  were  of  a  lolid  and 
laf ting  nature.  If  he  oppre&ed  hisfub- 
jefts,  it  was  but  for  a  time,  and  his  ob- 
ject was,  to  bring  them  in  the  end  peace 
arid  cafe.  The  event  would  loon  prove  the 
ftcrling  value  of  his  plans,  did  the  Nobles 
and  Gentry  attend  to  the  improvement  of 
agriculture,  and  ceafe  to  copy  the  extra- 
vagant follies  of  the  reft  of  Europe,  at 
lead  until  their  country  be  in  the  fame 
ftate  of  improvement.  The  revenues  of 
Y2  the 
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the  Ruffian  Nobles  and  Gentlemen,  as 
they  now  are,  could  fupport  all  their  an- 
cient grandeur :  but  were  their  incomes 
ten  times  greater  than  at  prelent,  they 
would  not  anfwer  the  demands  of  modern 
extravagance.  The  ancient  robes,  covered 
with  gold  and  filver,  were  but  one  ex- 
pence  to  a  ramily  for  generations  :  they 
were  delivered  from  the  father  to  the  fon 
with  the  eftate.  An  heir  of  thefe  days 
would  laugh  at  his  father  for  fuch  a  lega- 
cy. The  moniler,  Fafliion,  created  for  a 
fcourge  to  mankind,  has  occafioned  every 
evil  which  infects  the  age :  inconftancy  in 
drefs  and  diet,  have,  befidcs  the  daily  and 
weekly  renewing  of  expence,  foftered  the 
fame  inconftancy  in  our  minds  and  actions. 
If  the  common  people  of  Ruflia  would 
only  part  with  their  beards  I  mould  be 
happy  to  find  them  perfifting  in  their  Sim- 
plicity of  drefs :  nor  have  I  much  objec- 
tion even  to  the  beard,  if  it  were  not  an 
enemy  to  cleanlinefs.  It  is  not  lb  much 
Ruflia  that  requires  fumptuary  laws  ;  all 
clafles  in  other  European  nations  are 
plunged 
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plunged  in  mifery  by  modern  expences, 
which  lay  them  open  to  conduct  unwor- 
thy of  men.  Were  the  legiflators  of  Eu- 
rope to  make  fumptuary  laws,  and  inforce 
their  obedience,  a  greater  reform  would 
enfue  than  from  any  other  laws  whatever. 
Guftavus  III.  of  Sweden  has  (hewn  the 
worthy  example,  and  his  kingdoms  will 
derive  more  advantages  from  thofe  fump- 
tuary laws,  than  from  any  war  he  can  ever 
enter  into. 

Commercial  nations  will  urge,  that  the 
confumption  of  the  various  articles  of  fa- 
fhion, employ  a  number  of  people  i  that 
changeability  of  fafhion,  and  love  of  dis- 
tinction in  fociety  is  the  nurfery  of  arts, 
commerce,  and  all  the  improvements  of  life: 
this  is  fo  far  true— and  the  nurfery,  too,  of 
improvements  in  modern  crimes  and  vices. 
If  extravagance  and  fafhion  nourifh  crimes 
while  theynourifh  commerce— if  an  equal 
number  of  people  are  rendered  miferable, 
to  thofe  who  are  employed  and  maintained 
by  them — might  it  not  be  prudent  to 
Y  3  check 
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check  what  is  allowed,  even  by  the  advo- 
cates of  fafliion,  to  be  the  origin  of  thefe 
evils  ?  Might  it  not  be  prudent  to  look 
around  us,  and  endeavour  to  find  out  ibmc 
Ids  dangerous  Supports  for  oocnmer.ee,  ami 
for  the  people  f 

When  agriculture  has  increased  and 
arrived  at  fuch  perfection,  that  nothing 
more  can  be  expected  from  it  in  regard 
to  commerce ;  and  when  there  are  people 
which  agriculture  and  its  productions 
cannot  employ  in  uieful  and  elegant  ma- 
nufactures, then,  and  then  only,,  it  might 
be  proper  to  employ  the  people  in  what- 
ever manufactures  might  tend  Co  this  pup- 
pofe :  but,  until  this  period  arrives,  it  is 
furely  wrong  to  augment  our  commerce 
by  luxury  and  vice,  which,  at  leaft  flwmld 
only  be  otu*  laft  refourcc.  Let  us  firft  Cry 
how  far  commerce  can  be  augmented  and 
fupported  by  induftry,  which  does  not  de- 
pend upon  vice,  before  we  adopt  "vices  and 
luxury  as  the  fote  pilars  of  the  induftry 
and  proiperity  of  mankind.  Commerce 
ihould  certainly  he  looked  upon  as  in  its 
zenith, 
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zenith,  when  all  the  people  are  fully  em- 
played  and  comfortably  provided  for : 
thofe  advocates  for  commerce  who  do  not 
flop  here,  will  ftop  no  where.  China  holds 
up  an  illuftrious  picture,  how  far  agri- 
culture and  the  productions  of  agricul- 
ture are  capable  of  employing  myriads  of 
people,  independent  of  foreign  commerce. 
Let  us  improve  upon  this  plan  and  exam- 
ple} and  reject  only  fuch  articles  of  foreign 
commerce  as  do  not  employ  our  own  ma- 
nufacturers :  or  let  commerce  and  manu- 
factures remain  entirely  free,  and  the  vices 
and  extravagancies  of  the  wealthy  have  full 
play  as  ufual.  I  (hall  only  propofe  one 
wmptuary  law  to  prevent  the  private  vices 
of  the  rich  from  infecting  the  Public,  by 
at  firft  recommendiogt  and  gradually  in- 
forcing  a  national  drefs.  I  eftcem  drefs  the 
principal  origin  of  luxury  and  vice.  Tfce 
higher  ranks  only  can  indulge  in  various 
other  cxpences,  but  every  clafs  is  ruined 
by  the  little  ambition  for  drefs — in  every 
pcrfon's  eye,  and  more  ot  lefs  in  every 
perfoa's  reach.  A  national  drefs  would 
Y4  foon 
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foon  be  followed  by  numberlefs  benefits. 
Many  of  the  lower,  and  nearly  all  of  the 
middling  claffes  of  the  people  would  fave 
one-fourth  part  of  their  prefent  incomes : 
their  families  would  be  better  maintained 
and  more  independent.  Fewer  crimes 
would  be  committed.  It  is  not  fo  much 
againft  great  crimes  orexpences  wc  have  to 
guard;  mankind,  naturally,  of  themfclves 
fiirink  at  both.  There  is  an  ceconomyas 
Well  as  innocence  in  nature.  It  is  againft 
thofe  deluding  eafy  Heps  that  lead  to 
crimes,  to  luxury  and  ruin,  that  our  at- 
tention ought  to  be  directed.  It  is  not 
lb  much  againft  thofe  vices  and  luxuries 
which  men  commit  and  indulge  in  private, 
as  againft  thofe  public  follies  that  draw 
them  imperceptibly  to  private  receues  I 

*Our  commerce  will  equally  flourish,  not- 
withftanding  this  fumptuary  law,  or  at 
ivorft,  be  only  lopped  of  fome  rotten  though 
gilded  branches.  Let  our  Merchants  and 
Manufacturers  import  and  export  what- 
ever they  can  find  fale  for,  and  if  they  do 
not 
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not  find  Tale  at  laft  for  ingenious,  ufelefs 
commodities,  they  will  -be  under  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  getting  rich  in  a  more  reafonable 
manner.  Increafed  agriculture  will  in- 
creafe  population,  which  will  find  addi* 
tional,  though  perhaps  not  new  employ- 
ment to  our  Merchants  and  Manufactu- 
rers. 

With  refpecl:  to  the  Fine  Arts,  this 
fumptuary  law  can  in  no  way  prevent  their 
increafing  perfection ;  but  on  the  con- 
trary. I  can  neither  agree  that  private  vices 
are  public  benefits,  or  that  Faihion  is  the 
fourceof  rational  improvement,  fince  daily 
examples  fhew  us,  that  tafte,  as  well  as 
virtue  is  frequently  excluded  by  Faihion. 
The  higher  ranks  of  the  nation,  while 
they  exhauft  their  fortunes,  for  the  bene- 
fit of  many,  that  many  becoming  rich,  be- 
come vicious .  likewife,  by  the  example  of 
their  employers.  I  will  aik,  what  arts  have 
been  improved  by  Faihion  ?  Not  Archi- 
tecture, nor  Painting,  nor  Sculpture,  nor 
Hiftory,  nor  Poetry ;  becaufe  the  profef- 
fors 
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fors  of  thofe  arts,  we  the  moft  celebrated 
who  model  after  the  Ancients,  affiled  by 
native  tafte  and  genius.  The  arts  which 
have  improved  under  the  patronage  of  Fa- 
shion, are  embroidering  patterns  for  drefs ; 
the  method  of  manufacturing  cloth  fo  as 
to  ftarvc  the  wearers  %  hair-powder,  po- 
matums, wafhes,  and  innumerable  other 
articles,  which  no  doubt  give  employment 
to  numbers.  The  manufacture  of  necef- 
fary  articles  might  nearly  employ  an  equal 
number  of  people,  feeing  that  many  un- 
necefiary  manufactures  are  often  fubfti- 
tuted  for  the  others.  The  remainder  would 
find  abundant  employment  in  the  cultiva* 
tion  of  wafte  lands,  which  are  very  exten- 
sive, even  in  the  liland  of  Britain.  But 
as  numbers  have  learned  to  lean  upon  our 
vices  for  fubfulence,  no  rapid  change  if 
recommended— let  the  people  be  gradu- 
ally taught  to  lean  upon  our  virtues. 

Falhion  diverts  the  channel  of  wealth, 
to  the  nurture  of  every  frivolous  art,  and 
from  the  roots  of  real  induftry  and  ele- 
gance. 


^.iizai^Google 


<    33*    ) 

gance.  The  profefibrs  of  the  elegattf  arts 
find  them  the  leaft  lucrative.  The  tofr 
thufiafm,  ever  attendant  on  genius,  keeps 
them  in  exigence,  mot  the  powerful  pfl-- 
tronage  Ehey  experience.  The  weaith  pf 
individuals  is  devoted  to  rfot  and  foUy^ 
the  wealth,  of  nations,  exhau&ed  by  their 
Princes,  in  fchemes  of  wild  ambition.™«- 
Cenius  and  arts  find  no  encouragement, 
unlcfs  they  proftilute  thenuelves,  to  plcaft 
ao4  Gamer  a  vitiated  race :  and  that  they 
are  now  finding  increafed  encouragement, 
is,  I  am  afraid,  no  proof  of  their  improver 
ment,  of  the/tafte  of  the  age,  or  of  the 
benefits  derived  from  luxury  or  fafhbn* 
Modern  nations  have  examples,  from  the 
hiftories  of  remote  age,  and  of  mighty 
empires,  what  fort  of  benefits  were  derived 
from  private  vices !  Private  vices  multi- 
plied by  contagious  example ;  all  became 
vicious  and  effeminate,  and  their  empires 
tumbled  in  ruins.  From  thpfc  ruins,  not 
only  our  Architects  and  Painters  are 
taught,  but  the  Prince  and  the  Philofo- 
pber. 

I  con- 
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I  confider  Ruflia  as  an  immenfe  .land- 
scape, in  the  fore-ground  of  which  appears 
the  ftatue  of  Peter  the  Great,  and  the  liv- 
ing figure  of  Catherine  II.  Immediately 
around  is  that  fmall  aflembly  of  the  na- 
tion, which  their  joint  efforts  have  brought 
forward  into  life,  and  to  civilization.  I 
■am  offended  at  their  gaudy  fliow. and  de- 
corations :  they  form  a  contrail,  degrading 
to  that  multitude  of  peafantry  which  I  fee 
behind  them,  among  the  woods,  and  upon 
.the  plains,  cloathed  in  the  coarfefr.  fkins  of 
beafts,  ignorant  of  arts  and  icienccs.  Do 
the  higher  ranks  wi(h  to  invite  the  mob  to 
come  forward,  by  that  glitter  of  gold  and 
filver  upon  their  veftments,  the  elegance 
of  their  carriages,  and  their  fuperb  palaces? 
Do  they  wifh  the  boors  to  quit  the  vices 
of  ignorance,  and  adopt  the  vices  of  luxu- 
ry in  their  place  ?  Would  it  not  be  as 
well,  if  their  Lords  would  {how  them  an 
example  of  induftry  and  (economy ;  and 
at  firft,  by  training  a  few  peafants  upon 
their  feveral  eftates,  as  farmers,  ipread  the 
ardour  for  ufeful  knowledge?  It  might 
be 


3,g,1,zed  by  GoOgle 


(  333  ) 
be  time  enough,  too,  when  their  revenue? 
are  incrcafed  by  induftry,  to  reap  die  fruits 
of  it  j  and  the  fruits  of  induftry  are  Am- 
ple elegance;  not  vicious  eafe,  nor  the 
indulgence  of  vicious  paflions.  The  No- 
bles will  do  well  to  take  the  example  from 
that  Emperor,  whole  name  they  glory  in, 
and  give  it  to  their  peaiants.  Catherine  II. 
has  done  wrong  in  admitting  too  much 
finery  into  her  fyftem  of  civilization.  Peter 
taught  only  the  more  vulgar,  but  more 
ufeful  arts  to  a  nation  in  the  firft  ftage  of 
fociety.  It  is  not  the  beft  way  to  obtain  a 
hearing  of  the  great,  to  inform  them  of 
their  faults ;  yet,  if  I  had  an  opportunity 
of  fpeaking  to  Her  Imperial  Majefty,  I 
would  demonstrate  the  ill  confequences  of 
luxurious  habits ;  and  that  it  will  require 
a  longer  ftruggle  to  bring  back  the  No* 
bility,  than  it  will  to  bring  forward  the 
reft  of  her  fubjects  to  the  ftate  they  ought 
to  be  in.  The  talk  of  Peter  I.  was  eafy, 
in  comparifon  with  what  any  attempts  of 
the  Kings  of  many  European  nations 
would  be,  to  prevail  with  the  higher  ranks 
of 
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•f  the  people  to  relinqttiih  tlnarcflbflahn* 
«y.  Td  reform  barbarian^,  is  only  to 
week  in  pofte  rather  hard ;  but  to  reform 
luxury,  is  to  cure  a  toper.  While  Cathe- 
rine" II,  is  the  patron  of  every  foHd  im* 
proVcafwnt  in  arts,  agriculture,  and  com- 
merce, empty  fliow  and  idle  magnificence 
arc  not  checked. 
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LETTER  XXXIII. 


ffSr  Arrival  of  a  Rufsian  Regiment  /run  Ot- 
zakow  at  Petersburg*  under  the  Command 
of  an  Englijb  Officer — Anecdotes  of  one  of 
the  young  Grand  Dukes — Of  Princtfs 
Najfm— Of  Captain  Bent  inch,  of  the  Bri- 
tijh  Navy*-— Of  a  Portuguefe  0>bnel--- 
Of  Lord  Wycombe t  Mr.  Howard^  and  bit 
Excellency  Mr.  Wbitwotth. 


Ingria,  Jul/,  1789. 

A.r  two  o'clock  this  morning,  while  ftill 
filence  reigned,  or  was  disturbed  only  by 
.  the  milling  leaves  of  trees,  my  ears  were 
iuddenly  {truck  with  martial  mufic.  As 
the  public  way  leads  by  the  river,  on  the 
banks  of  which  I  ftrayed  with  my  fifhing- 
rod,  1  foon  perceived  a  regiment  of  fol- 
diers,  upon  their  march  to  the  capital.  It 
has 
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has  come  from  Oczakow,  and  is  command- 
ed by  an  Englishman.  I  left  off  work,  and 
marched  along  with  them,  making  inqui- 
ries at  the  Officers  of  their  adventures  in 
the  land  of  Mahomet.  This  regiment  had 
fuffered  much  in  the  attack  of  that  city. 
It  confifts  of  a  very  fine  body  of  men :— ■ 
they  were  all  dreffed  in  white  jackets,  and- 
trowfers  of  linen,  for  the  conveniency  of 
marching  in  fuch  fultry  weather.  Colonel 
Fanftiaw  arrived  fome  days  fince,  with  his 
family.  His  little  Ton,  .a  boy  not  exceeding 
ten  years  of  age,  has  already  bled  in  the 
field  of  Mars ;  he  was  wounded  at  the 
liege  of  Oczakow,  at  an  earlier  period  than 
when  Alexander  mounted  firft  his  war 
horfe,  or  Charles  XII.  of  Sweden  had  heard 

the  glorious  whiffle  of  a  cannon  ball - 

This  young  hero  has  been  nurfed  in  the 
mouth  of  a  cannon:  his  father  takes  him 
with  him  in  all  his  expeditions.  The  Eagle 
teaches  her  brood  to  fly  in  the  face  of  the 
fun,  to  accuftom  their  eyes  to  bear  its 
fiercest  beams. 
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At  the  poft-houfe,  people  of  every  na- 
tion-arrive daily.  I  mix  with  the  croud, 
to  gain  intelligence.  Three  fmart  French, 
wenches  came  lately  from  Cronftadt,  at- 
tended by  their  gallant,  Monfieur  le  Ca- 
pitaine  de  Flotte :  one  of  them  cameclofe. 
up  to  me,  finging  very  prettily.  "  Mon- 
fieur," faid  ihe— (t  Is  there  no  chaife  to  bej 
had  i" 

"  Nbj  Madarn,'*  replied  I,  "  there  is  no 
"  other  fort  than  what  you  fee  in  the  yard; 
"  travellers  in  this  country  generally  make 
**  ufe  of  fuch."  They  were  fmall  waggons, 
filled  with  ftraw.  There  was  no  help  for 
it.  "  Mon  Dieu !"  faid  the,  girl,  and  di- 
rectly jumped  into  the  vehicle,  reclining 
her  handfome  perfon  among  the  litter.  So 
the  three  French  Filles  de  Chambre,  and 
Monfieur  le  Capitaine,  packed  into  two 
ftraw  baflcets,  made  their  triumphal  entry 
into  Peterfburg. 

With  what  good  grace  and  good  nature. 

do  thefe  French  accommodate  themfelves 

Z  to- 
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to  every  circumftance  of  life;  while  we, 
iuJky  Britons,  growl  at  froward  Fortune, 
and  are  aukward  in  all  our  motions !  Fo- 
reigners fmile  when  they  fee  a  plain  honeft 
Engtifhman  make  a  bow  in  a  wrong  place, 
or  more  commonly  at  his  not  making  a 
bow  at  all.  We  never  yet  could  acquit 
ourfelvcs  at  the  foot  and  hat  excrcife ! 

One  of  the  young  Grand  Dukes,  a  youth 
about  nine  years  of  age,  feeing  a  Naval 
Officer  palling  through  ibme  of  the  apart- 
ments of  the  palace,  afked  who  it  was  ? — 
His  Highnefs  being  told  it  was  an  Englifh 
Officer  of  the  Ruffian  fleet,  and  a  brother 
to  a  lady  who  has  the  care  of  the  young 
Princefies,  went  to  the  lady  to  inquire 
about  her  brother.  "  This  was  your  bro- 
"  ther,"  laid  the  Prince,  "  and  an  Englifh- 
"  man  P  Is  he  a  real  genuine  Briton  ?— 
"  Does  he  appear  frightened  when  he  en- 
"  ters  a  room  where  there  is  any  company  ? 
"  Is  he  at  a  lofs  where  to  put  his  hat, 
"  when  he  is  fb  polite  as  to  take  it  off?" 
The  lady  allured  his  Highnefs,  "  that  her 
"  brother  was,  in  every  refpect,  a  true 
"  Englifhman." 

The 

3,g,1,zed  by  GoOgle 


(    339    ) 

The  Princcfs  Naflau  has  arrived  at  Pe- 
teriburg.  The  young  Princefs  arrived  foon 
afterwards,  and  lodged  at  the  poft-houfe 
for  one  night.  She  is  a  beautiful  young 
creature.  When  (he  arrived  at  the  houfe, 
fhe  ordered,  as  is  ufual  for  travellers  of 
rank  when  they  (top,  her  bed  from  the 
carriage :  it  was  fpread  upon  die  floor  of 
the  parlour,  and  the  Princefs,  fatigued 
with  her  long  journey,  lay  down  to  repofc 
at  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon.  The  win—. 
dews  of  the  parlour  had  no  curtains  jlor 
fhuttersj  fo,  when  I  imagined,  the  lady 
would  be  afleep,  I  repaired  to  tile  window, 
and  taking  my  pencil,  attempted  to  pour- 
tray  a  woman  afleep,  when  they  are  (aid  to 
be  moll  lovely,  and  leaft  noifyl  Prince 
Naflau  has  already  gained  an  important 
victory  over  the  Swedifli  galleys.  The  good 
fortune  of  this  hero,  under  the  Ruffian 
banner,  continues.  Intelligence  of  this 
victory  is  juft  arrived,  but  I  am  not  yet 
informed  of  the  particulars. 

Two  Captains  of  the  Britiih  Navy  en- 
tered my  room  laft  night,  in  fearch  of  a 
Z2  bed. 
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bed.  They  had  come  from  Revel,  where1 
they  had  arrived  from  Denmark  in  a  fmall 
open  boat,  and  vifited  the  Swedish  and 
Ruffian  Navy,  in  their  paflage.  This  is 
making  very  little  of  the  dangerous  navi- 
gation of  the  Baltic,  notwithstanding  this 
is  theffineft  feafbn  of  the  year.  The  Baltic 
is,  however,  liable  to  floras  at  all  fcafons, 
and  thefe  ■  gentlemen  encountered  one, 
which  had  nearly  put  an  end  to  their  voy- 
age. Captain  Bentinck  is  the  name  of  one 
of  the;  gentlemen :  I  forget  the  name  of 
the  other.'  A  Portuguese  Colonel  is  ar- 
rived here  likewife,  from  Revel  and  Stock* 
holm.  The  Colonel  informed  me,  that  he 
had  made  application  to  His  Swedifh  Ma- 
jefty  for  pcrmiffion  to  go  by  way  of  Swe- 
difh Finland,  the  feat  of  war :  but  this 
was  refufed,  leaft  fome  accident  fhould 
befall  him  in  a  journey  through  two  hof- 
tile  armies.  He  is  a  gentleman,  I  under- ' 
ftand,  of'  great  property  in  the  Ifland  of 
Madeira.  At  the  expiration  of  his  travels, 
he  marries  the  young  daughter  of  the 
Chevalier 
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Chevalier  de  Pinto,  late  Ambaffador  to  the 
Court  of  London  from  Portugal,  and  now 
Prime  Minifter  of  that  kingdom.  The 
Colonel  lpeaks  Englifh  very  well  i  he  in- 
formed me,  that  he  had  refided  in  London 
fome  years,  and  he  fpoke  in  raptures  qf, 
our  nation,  making  companions  between 
it  and  the  countries  through  which  he  had 
travelled.  "  But  mon$y,"  (aid  the  Cola- 
**  nel,  "  is  more  neceffary  in  England  than 
**  in  other  parts:  it  is  true,  one  obtains 
»*  for  their  calh  every  luxury  and  conve- 
f<  niency,  which  cannot  be  had  in  other 
"  countries,  in  the  fame  ftyle,  even  for 
?'  money." 

Lord  Wycombe,  accompanied  by  Capt. 
Markham,  has  palled  for  the  Ruffian  me- 
tropolis. Ruffia  begins  now  to  make  a 
part  of  the  grand  tour,  and  not  the  leaft 
curious  or  ufeful  part  of  it.  Mr.  Howard 
is  arrived  at  Peterfburg,  upon  a  tour  of  a 
different  kind  from  every  other — to  pour 
oil  and  honey  into  the  wounds  of  the  un- 
fortunate. His  Excellency  Mr.  Whitworth, 
Z  3  with 
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with  his  Secretary,  Mr.  Frazer,  were  hen 
to-day,  and  played  together  at  Billiards, 
Mr.  Whitworth  refides  within  two  mile 
of  the  poft-houfe,  at  the  country  palace  of 
Count  Saltikoff,  which  he  has  for  himfclf 
and  fuit  during  the  Summer. 

Our  Ambaflador  is  much  and  dcferved- 
ly  refpefted,  notwithstanding  the  unac- 
countable breach  between  the  two  Courts 
of  London  and  Peterlburg.  I  call  it  un- 
accountable, becaufe,  in  general,  Courts 
that  hare  been  long  in  the  habits  of  inter- 
courfe  and  friendship,  do  not  in  ordinary 
fall  out  where  there  is  no  oppofition  of 
intereft :  much  lefe  when  peace  and  friend- 
fhip  are  the  intereft  of  both  parties. 
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LETTER  XXXIV. 

Summer  Antujements  in  the  Metropolis.—- 
The  Imperial  Family — The  Public  enter* 
tained  at  Count  Strogonoffs  Gardens. 


St.  Poterfturg,  Auguft,  1789. 

r  ROM  my  retirement,  amidft  woods  and 
lakes,  I  have,  after  an  abfcnce  of  three 
months,  returned  to  Petersburg.  The  ci- 
ty is  (till  deferted  by  the  Nobility  and 
Gentry,  who  will  not  return  from  their 
country  refidence  for  fome  time,  as  the 
feafon  coutinues  remarkably  pleafant,  and 
it  is  feldom  they  enjoy  fuch  weather  in 
Auguft, 

Her  Imperial-  Majefty  is  arrived  in  the 

city  from  the  Palace  of  Zarlko  Zelo,  fox 

Z  4  the 
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the  Winter.  A  very  numerous  cavalcade 
attended  her  Majefty :  the  whole  preceded 
by  a  party  of  Huflar  Guards.  Catherine 
flopped  at  the  Cafan  Church :  7V  Deum 
was  fung  for  the  victories  obtained  over 
the  enemies  of  the  Empire.  I  ftood  very 
near  this  great  Sovereign,  and  could  not 
help  noticing,  that  the  pictures  given  of 
Catherine  II,  in  fome  books  of  Travels, 
bear  no  refemblanc?  to  the  original 

Catherine  II.  is  of  a  middle  ftature ;  ra- 
ther corpulent  in  her  perfon  j — majeftic  in 
her  deportment.  This  Emprefs  has  not 
only  tlje  art  of  appearing,  but  poileffes  the 
quality  of  being  great.  She  feldom  comes 
into  public,  even  to  the  Theatre.  The 
Spread  Eagle  over  the  empty  box,  facing 
the  ftage,  points  out  where  once  her  Ma- 
jefty fat,  ^nd  feems  to  point  out  too,  that 
the  bird  is  flown.  The  imperial  palace  in' 
the  city,  and  at  Zarflto  Zelo,  have  each  of 
them  private  theatres  for  the  entertainment 
of  the  Court,  and  others,  who  have  interefl: 
•enough  to  procure  tickets,  which  are  gi- 
ven 
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▼en  gratis.  The  Grand  Duke,  Paul  Pe- 
trowitfch,  is  handfome  in  perfon,  of  a  mid- 
dle ftaturej  and  has  fomething  greatly 
good  in  his  countenance.  The  Grand 
Dutchefs  is  raajeftic  both  in  her  perfon' 
and  manner.  The  young  Imperial  Family 
are  a  group  of  lovely  angels. 

It  is  only  within  thefe  few  days  that  I 
have  had  any  opportunity  of  obferving 
,  the  Ruffian  diverlions  in  town  during  the 
Summer.  I  find  the  citizens  crouding 
every  evening  into  the  gardens  of  the  Sum- 
mer Pajape  upon  the  banks  of  the  Neva. 
They  are  the  St.  James's  Park  of  the  Ruf- 
fians, and  at  this  time  a  very  delightful 
parade.  Early  this  Summer  I  entered 
them  for  the  firft  time,  and  in  walking 
through  one  of  the  bird-cage  avenues,  I 
met  the  Bafhaw  of  Oczakow,  attended  by 
feveral  Turkifh  Officers.  I  ftepped  afide, 
and  viewed  with  refpeft  this  illuftrious 
prifoner  j  one  of  the  guardians  of  the  Cre- 
fcent.  He  is  treated  here  with  a  polite- 
nefs 
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ncfs  and  attention  due  to  bis  fidelity  and 
courage,  more  than  to  his  rank. 

The  garden  belonging  to  the  Cadet 
Corps  is  another  refort  for  the  better  dais 
of  the  inhabitants  upon  Sunday,  Military 
mufic  falutes  the  company  from  different 
parts  of  the  gardens.  This  feafon  provid- 
ed a  new  military  concert.  In  the  wood- 
en building  erected  in  the  raidft  of  a  final! 
piece  of  water,  a  band  of  Turkifh  perfor- 
mers were  placed.  Was  it  fair  to  make 
the  fons  of  Mahomet  fiddlers  to  infidel 
conquerors  ?  Thefe  late  drummers  and 
fifers  to  the  garriibn  at  Oczakow,  gave  the 
Ruffians  a  moft  melancholy  and  grating 
tune  for  their  pains.  The  Turks  beat  a 
fort  of  drum  with  one  flick,  and  made  a 
fort  of  whittle  produce  melodies,  refem- 
bling  the  notes  of  a  young  pig,  when  its 
ears  are  {harply  pinched.  The  Ruffian 
drum  and  fife,  the  bafoon  and  clarionet,  re- 
lieved at  intervals  my  organs,  and  brought 
into  order  my  ienle  of  hearing,  which  was 
diffracted  with  the  Ottoman  Oratorio. 

The 
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The  young  Cadets,  drcffed  in  white  or 
brown,  agreeable  to  their  ages,  walked 
round  the  gardens,  preceded  by  their  Maf- 
ters-r-the  youngeft  clafs,  by  the  women  of 
the  nuriery.  Parties  of  the  oldeft  are  en- 
camped in  the  environs  of  the  city,  during 
Summer,  where  they  are  taught  their  ex* 
erciles,  and  particularly  the  management 
pf  the  artillery.  Hence,  it  has  been  long 
obferved  of  the  Ruffian  army,  that  it  is  the 
belt  fcrved  in  the  world  with  artillery,  and 
Artillery  Officers  and  Engineers.  Peter  I. 
carried  always  a  moveable,  fortrefs  with 
his  army :  at  the  battle  of  Pultowa  he  had 
eighty  cannon :  the  Swedes  had  four  or 
fix  field-pieces. 

The  Ruffians  take  as  much  delight  in 
the  firing  of  guns,  as  they  do  in  ringing 
of  bells.  Artillery,  in  Summer,  makes 
a  part  of  rural  entertainments.  J  was 
yefterday  at  one  of  the  Summer  Carnivals 
given  by  the  Nobility  to  the  Public.  Count 
Strogonoff's  villa  and  gardens  arepleafantly 
fituated,  on  one  of  the  iflands  at  the  mouth 
of 
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ef  the  Neva,  and  bordering  on  this  river. 
Here  were  collected  a  very  great  concourfe 
of  people  of  all  ranks.  In  the  front  gallery 
of  the  Count's  houfe  were  a  chofen  band  of 
vocal  and  inftrumental  performers  i  the 
firft  confifted  chiefly  of  boys  and  girls. — 
As  we  walked  in  the  forefts  adjoining  to 
the  houfe,  we  were  ferenaded  with  favourite 
Ruffian  airs.  Dukes,  Generals,  Admirals, 
Traders,  and  Boors,  mixed  together.  The 
tents,  erected  among  the  trees,  received 
thofe  guefts,  who  conceived,  with  Sancho 
Pancha,  that  eating  and  drinking  is  the  beft 
part  of  all  earthly  enjoyments.  I  could 
fee  a  felec"fc  company  of  Germans,  fnugly 
featedj  their  ears  attentive  to  the  mufic — 
their  eyes  to  fome  flices  of  ham,  which 
the  Matter  of  the  hotel  was  cutting  for 
them. 

Under  a  wooden  pavillion,  open  at  the 
fides,  thofe  who  chufe  to  exercife  their 
limbs,  had  a  room  railed  in  for  dancing, 
and  a  band  of  muficians.  Here  the  ladies 
of  eaiy  virtue,  and  the  virtuous  maiden, 
drefled 
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dreffed  in  her  Sunday  gown,  tripped  about; 
to  the  great  entertainment  of  the  titled 
fpe&ators.  Few  join  in  this  aflembly  be- 
fides  the  lower  ranks  j  but  the  outfide  of 
the  rail  was  crouded  with  ladies  and  gen- 
tlemen of  the  firft  diftin&ion. 

A  iky-rocket  gave  notice  that  the  fire- 
works were  begun.    The  aflembly  broke 
up :  the  fiddlers  and  the  dancers  crouded 
together  through  the  woods,  to  the  open 
area  before  Count  StogonofF's  villa,  A  ve- 
ry entertaining  Greenwich  Park  fcene,  too, 
was  exhibited*  when  Beaux  and  Belles, 
amidft  a  difplay  of  various  fireworks,  en- 
deavoured, in  tumultuous  throngs,  to  ef- 
cape  the  falling  fire-balls.    The  Count's 
windows  and  galleries  accommodated  his 
vifitors  of  quality,  among  whom  were  dis- 
tributed the  good  things  of  this  life.  The 
Count  has  a  great  property,  in  iron  mines, 
from  which  he  derives  a  liberal  income, 
and  which  he  fpends  with  equal  liberality. 
This  evening's  amufement  concluded  with . 
age-' 
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a  general  discharge  of  the  cannon  from  a 
battery  upon  the  banks  of  the  Neva. 

The  company  now  filed  off  towards  Pe- 
tersburg, feme  in  coaches,  others  in  trof- 
kies,  which  convey  half  a  dozen  or  a  do- 
zen people.  The  fbreft  echoed  with  the 
found  of  wheels  and  fongs.  Several  Ruf- 
fians had  devoted  the  day  to  Bacchus,  and 
were  finging  his  praifes,  with  all  the 
ftrength  they  had  remaining.  Their  drun- 
ken fongs  are  fang  in  a  different  ftrain 
from  their  fobcr  ditties,  though  the  words 
and  air  may  be  the  fame.  In  the  former, 
you  hear  a  continued  roar,  for  fome  mo- 
ments, or  minutes,  as  their  breath  may 
hold  out;  filence  then  fucceeds  for  the 
feme  length  of  time,  until  they  have  reco- 
vered breath.  When  a  drunken  Ruffian 
has  finished  his  firft  ftanza  and  his  breath, 
he  rcfts  his  head  upon  his  ihoulders,  gap- 
ing for  a  frefh  fupply  of  aether :  he  reco- 
vers gradually,  as  from  a  fainting  fit,  and 
joins  again  the  grand  chorus  of  his  friends. 
He  who  -firft  recovers  wind  begins,  and 
the 
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the  reft  inftantly  accompany  him,  with 
what  breath  they  have  gathered.  Many 
rail  off  from  the  trolky  before  the  journey 
is  ended ;  but  the  fong  is  not  interrupted 
by  theft  trifling  accidents :  there  is  always 
one  or  two  in  their  feats,  who  keep  the 
mulic  alive :  the  driver  ftops  the  carriage, 
until  his  proftrate  brothers  replace  them- 
felves,  but  continues  his  long.  Even  the 
unfortunate,  while  they  lie  upon  their 
back  in  the  road,  do  not  ceafe  to  perform 
their  talks  in  the  concert. 

In  the  Summer  evenings,  when  the  wea- 
ther is  calm,  the  citizens  of  Petersburg  de- 
light in  failing  upon  the  Neva  in  their 
pleafure  boats.  The  boats  of  the  Nobility 
are  very  elegantly  ornamented.  The  com- 
pany are  ieated  in  the  ftern,  under  a  ca- 
nopy of  filk,  or  other  fluff,  and  have  with 
them  muficians,  or  frequently  the  party 
themfelves  perform  upon  different  inftru- 
ments.  The  rowers  are  all  chofen  among 
fiich  of  their  fervants  as  have  the  bell 
voices,  and  either  ling  in  concert  with  the 
in- 
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Instruments,  or  without,  them.  Wheri 
they  have  rowed  the  boat  again  ft  the" 
ftream,  beating  time  to  their  fongs  with 
the  oars,  they  allow  her  to  drive  with  the 
current}  fixing  their  oars  in  a  horizontal 
pofition  from  the  boat's  fide?}  and  the 
rowers  ■  collect  in  a  circle.'  It  is  at  this 
period  they  exert  their  vocal  powers,  and 
make  fitch  exquifite  harmony,  as  to  draw 
the  inhabitants  to  the  galleries  of  their 
houfes  upon  the  river's  banks,  and  the 
foot  paffengers  to  the  water's  edge,  to  liften 
to  the  mufic ;  and  many  follow  the  boat, 
to  enjoy  their  native  tunes.  The  Vocal 
and  inftrumental  parts  are  generally  per- 
formed alternately,  and  among  the  former 
is  always  one,  who,  with  a  whittle,  or,  by 
blowing  upon  his  fingers,  makes  a  very 
flirill  noile,  accompanying  the  mulic  at 
intervals.  When  the  concert  is  "ended, 
the  audience  upon  the  ftreets  go  away, 
repeating  the  fongs,  and  echoing  them 
into  every  quarter  of  the  city.  Perhaps 
another  boat,  conveying  another  con- 
cert, 
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cert  approaches,  and  arrefts  the  auditors 
of  the  firft  melodies. 

Thefe  concerts  often  continue  to  ten 
end  eleven  o'clock  at  night,  and  when  ftill 
filertce  reigns  upon  the  face  of  the  waters, 
it  is  beyond  the  power  of  defcription  to 
convey  any  idea  of  the  pleating  effect  they 
have  upon  the  mind* 

Thus  we  fpend  the  flowery  months  in 
Ruflia,  notwithstanding  war's  alarms. 


A* 
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LETTER   XXXV. 

Rufsian  Climate A  Rufsian  Wedding— ~ 

Anecdote  of  an  old  Rufsian  Soldur—ty  * 
Band  of  Gypjies, 

Ingrh,  Sept.  17  By. 

The  feafon  flill  continues  remarkably 
mild  and  pleafant.  If  this  good  weather 
continue  a  little  longer,  I  (hall  alter  my 
opinion  of  the  Ruffian  climate.  This  laft 
Summer  has  made  us  amends  for  the  fc- 
vere  Winter  of  1788-89.  Ever  fince  the 
middle  of  April,  it  has  been  hot  and  clear 
weather,  without  interruption,  and  with- 
out being  accompanied  with  fo  much  thun- 
der as  we  might  have  naturally  expected* 
The  Gnats,  or  Mufquitos,  only  venture 
abroad  now  in  the  day-time ;  the  evening, 
when  the  fun  is  down,  turns  cold,  and  the 
month  faft  approaches  when  thefe  plagues 
of 
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of  man  and  beaft  will  be  frozen  for  nine 
months.  The  Gnat  is  fucceeded.  in  the 
bufinefs  of  tormenting  animals,  by  the 
common  Fly.  It  is  chiefly  in  June  and 
July  that  the  Gnat  is  troublefome :  the 
common  Fly  bites  in  Auguft  and  Septem- 
ber. The  fting  of  the  Gnat  is  hardly  felt 
while  they  remain  fixed  upon  your  hands 
or  lege  i  the  pain  is  occafioned  by  the 
fwelling  afterwards.  When  the  Gnat  is 
fixed,  it  is  better  to  allow  it  to  take  its 
belly  full  of  blood,  and  go  away.  If  it  is 
killed  upon  the  fpot,  forae  part  of  the  pro- 
bofcis  frequently  remains  in  the  wound,  and 
caufes  more  acute  pains  than  would  be  felt 
otherwiie.  Rubbing  the  wound  likewife 
augments  the  torture.  The  Ruffian  Gentle- 
men generally  wear  thin  leather  ft  oc  kings 
tinder  their  filk  ones,  to  defend  them  from 
thole  winged  warriors.  The  bite  of  the 
common  Fly  is  inftantly  attended  with  a 
fharp  pain,  but  without  any  fwellingl  -  I 
dread  them  much  more  than  I  do  the 
Gnats,  whofe  wounds  I  can  cure,  without 
A  a  a  feeling 
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feeling  uneafinefs,  by  dire&ly  applying 
fome  lemon-juice,  when  the  plunderer  has 
left  me.  I  wear  Indian  mufquito  trowfers, 
which  are  preferable  to  ftockings  of  lea- 
ther, not  being  fo  warm. 

The  Nobility  have  all  gone  into  town, 
though  a  country  residence  is  more  de- 
lightful juft  now  than  at  any  time  during 
the  fultry  months.  But  the  Ruffian  Al- 
manacs have,  no  doubt,  fixed  the  entry  of 
froft  and  fnow  in  September,  and  the  Gen- 
try will  not  truft  in  the  flattering  appear- 
ance of  their  flues. 

I  am  a  whimfical  Briton,  and  have  come 
again  to  vifit  woods  and  rivers,  while  the 
fun  mines,  and  to  enjoy  the  fragments  of 
a  Ruffian  Summer,  which  the  great  folks 

.defpife. 

I  am  told  the  Winter  comes,  in  the  la- 
titude of  Peterfburg,  with  awful  rapidity  i 
and  that  you  take  farewel  of  Summer  at 
night,  and  hail  the  grim  tyrant  in  the 
morn- 
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morning,  who  thunders  around  in  a  whirl- 
wind, thickened  with  (how  and  icicles. — 
Let  him  come !  I  muft  fee  it  and  feel  it ; 
nor  will  I  retreat,  even  before  a  Scythian 
Winter.  Cronftadt  is  yet  filled  with  Bri- 
tiih  ihips,  which  have  a  long  ftormy  voy- 
age to  perform,  before  they  can  anchor 
upon  their  native  ftiores.  I  have  only  two 
hours  journey  to  go  into  the  city,  and  in- 
to fhelter.  The  Britilh  Shipmafters  call 
at  the  houfe  I  lodge  at,  in  their  way  from 
Cronftadt  to  Peterfburg,  as  they  generally 
come  over  land,  after  paffing  from  Cron- 
ftadt to  Oranienbaum.  There  are  now 
fcveral  of  them  in  the  parlour,  making 
merry.  I  tell  them  to  haften  their  de- 
parture— mention  the  dangers  of  a  late 
paftage  home — and  prefs  upon  their  recol- 
lection the  rifle  of  having  their  veflcls  fro- 
zen in  the  harbour  of  Cronftadt.  Inreply, 
they  call  for  another  bottle,  taking  notice 
of  the  late  period  at  which  they  had  failed 
from  Ruflia  in  former  years, 

.    We  have  a  wedding  In  the  poft-houfe  : 

the  Shipmafters  take  a  peep  at  the  bride, 

A  a  3  and 
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and  fwear  that  me  is  a  good  piece ;  adding: 
many  Tea  phrafes  illustrative  of  her  beau- 
ties, and  of  the  happinefa  of  the  bride- 
groom. The  bride  is  the  daughter  of  one 
of  the  Officers  of  the  Pofts,  the  bride- 
groom is  a  Chorifter  from  one  of  the 
churches  at  St.  Petersburg. 

I  went  with  the  company  to  the  Church 
of  St.  Scrgius,  to  behold  the  Ruffian  ce- 
remonies, at  the  altar  of  Hymen.  The 
young  couple  kifTed  every  Saint  within  the 
walls,  crofting  themfelves  oppolite  to  each. 
The  Prieft  having  made  feveral  geftures 
and  grimaces,  joiped  their  hands  and  killed 
them.  This  was  the  fignal  for  an  uni* 
verfal  attack  upon  the  lips  of  all  prefent. 
I  hid  myfelf  in  a  corner,  in  order  to  avoid 
the  difagreeable  encounter  of  long  beards ; 
however,  I  foon  recollected  there  was  ho 
occafion  for  this  precaution.  The  Ruf- 
fians permit  foreigners  to  behold  every  re- 
ligious ceremony  without  demanding  any 
outward  refpect  or  attention,  either  to 
Prieft  or  People,  further,  than  remaining 
uncovered 
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uncovered  and  filent.  The  bride,  from 
the  time  fhe  had  yielded  content,  to  the  day 
of  her  nuptials,  was  attended  in  her  hut 
by  two  fuch  virgins  as  herfelf,  who  con- 
tinued ringing  with  her  from  morning  to 
night  for  two  or  three  weeks.  If  me  paid 
a  vifit  in  the  neighbourhood,  the  atten- 
dant nymphs,  linging  as  they  went  along, 
accompanied  her.  The  bride's  acquain- 
tance, male  and  female,  enter  the  hut  du- 
ring' this  feftival,  making  what  prefents 
they  are  able  to  beftow,  and  in  return 
they  are  at  liberty  to  kifs  the  bride  and 
bride-maids,  who  entertain  them  with 
fongs  into  the  bargain.  Our  Cook,  in  the 
courfe  of  his  vilits,  has  fallen  a  facrifice  to 
the  blue  eyes  of  one  of  the  bride-maids  j 
but  fhe  piques  herfelf  upon  her  family 
connections,  and  has  refufed  the  poor  fel- 
low :  fhe  fays,  fhe  is  the  Empress's  flave, 
and  that  the  Cook  is  only  the  flave  of  a. 
private  gentleman ! 

The  wedding  folks  at  their  return  from 

church,  aflemblcd  in  one  of  the  rooms  of 
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the  Poft-Houfe,  and  Apollo  and  Daphne, 
of  whom  I  have  formerly  made  honour- 
able mention,  performed  upon  this,  as  they 
ufually  do  upon  every  great  occafion. 
The  bridegroom  taking  his  bride  by  the 
hand,  led  the  dance.  This  ended,  he  en- 
tertained us  with  his  fongs :  and  it  is  but 
juftice  to  fay,  that  he  fung  like  a  Night- 
ingale. 

It  was  formerly  a  cuftom  in  Ruffia,  nor 
has  it  yet  become  wholly  obfolete,  for  the 
friends  of  the  young  couple,  foon  after  they 
had  retired  to  reft,  to  inquire  if  the  marriage 
articles  were  completely  ratified.  I  do  not 
know  whether  or  not  this  queftion  was 
afked  upon  the  prefent  occafion.  The  bride 
of  herfelf  declared,  next  morning,  with 
the  tear  in  her  eye,  that  Ihe  had  been 
cheated!  and  that  her  hufband  was  good 
for  nothing  but  for  tinging  hymns.  The 
bridegroom  looked  very  filly.  A  Monk, 
his  acquaintance,  who  came  with  the  cho- 
rifter  from  Petersburg,  declared,  that  he 
was  a  very  good  kind  of  a  man,  and  that 
he 
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he  had  lent  htm  thirty  rubles  to  bear  the 
expence  of  the  wedding  dinner.  The  Fa- 
thers have,  perhaps,  fent  abroad  this  Sy- 
ren to  charm  a  few  birds  into  their  net ! 

The  watchman  at  the  Poft-Office,  is  an 
pldfoldierof  80  years  of  age.  He  tells  us  of 
the  engagements  in  which  he  had  fought, 
in  the  war  with  Pruffia,  in  the  reign  of 
the  Emprefs  Elizabeth.  This  veteran  was 
lately  found  in  the  wood,  in  amorous  dal- 
liance with  the  Gardener's  wife,  whom  he 
had  debauched  from  the  paths  of  virtue 
with  a  bottle  of  Ruffian  brandy.  The  other 
fcrvants  dogged  the  turtles  to  their  neft, 
ftripped  the  fheep-fkin  from  the  warrior's 
back,  carried  it  to  the  neareft  Spirit-Shop, 
and  pawned  it  for  brandy ;  to  which  mul£t; 
offenders  againft  the  laws  of  chaftity,  a- 
mong  the  rural  nymphs  and  fwains,  are 
liable  in  Ruflia. 

In  my  walks,  a  few  days  ago,  I  encoun- 
tered with  a  band  of  Gypfies,  the  firft  I 
had  fcen  in  this  country.    The  females,  as 
ufuaL 
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fcfual,  offered  for  a  fmall  gratuity,  to  fcaa 
the  fccrets  of  fate  and  futurity.  There 
were  ieveral  beautiful  girls  journeying 
bare-footed  with  the  Caravan,  an  itinerant 
Beggar's  Opera.  I  had  feen  a  party  of  this 
fquadron  at  fame  diftance,  at  the  window 
of  a  Finlander's  hut,  and  heard  them  ear- 
neftly  intrcating  the  landlady  to  give  them 
bread  and  (alt.  The  landlady  remained 
obdurate,  and  the  prayers  of  the  Gypfies 
were  changed  into  curfes.  I  entered  the? 
&me  hut,  and  procured  fome  milk.  The 
woman  of  the  houfe  told  me  that  fhe  was 
daily  plagued  with  thofe  people  ■,  that  Ihe 
gave  them  fometimes  bread  in  Summer  i 
but  that  the  long  Winter  was  now  ap- 
proaching, and,  having  a  large  family,  ihe 
could  not  fpare  any  thing  from  her  ftore 
of  provisions. 
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LETTER  XXXVI. 

Naval  Campaign,  1789-— Naval  Engage- 
ment of  the  Rufsian  and  Swedifh  Galley 
Fleets — QftbeRufsian  and  Swedifh  Grand 
Fleets  in  the  Baltic — Expedition  of  a  Squa- 
dron of  the  Ruffian  Fleet,  under  Captain 
Trevenen,  an  Englijb  Officer,  to  the  Coaft 
of  Sivedijh  Finland — Folly  of  the  Northern 
Powers  in  keeping  fucb  large  Fleets—* 
Campaign  in  Finland* 


St.  Petersburg,  Jan.  179a.1 

I  would,  before  this  time,  have  given 
you  fome  account  of  the  battles  between 
Ruflia  and  Sweden,  in  the  courfe  of  laft 
Summer  >  but  as  there  have  been  none,  I 
found  it  difficult  to  draw  up  a  hiftory  of 
them.  As  I  cannot,  therefore,  give  an  ac- 
count of  what  the  warring  hofts  have  done, 
I  will 
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I  will  endeavour  to  entertain  you  with  a. 
narrative  of  what  they  Have  not  done. 

Prince  Naflau  arrived  in  April  laft,  to 
take  upon  him  the  command  of  the  Ruf- 
fian galley  fleet.  I  was  prefent  at  the 
launching  of  a  number  of  galleys  and  xe- 
becs at  Peterfburg,  which  formed  a  part 
of  this  flotilla.  They  failed  for  the  mouth 
of  the  river  Kymen,  where  the  Swedifh 
galleys  had  retired,  being  much  inferior 
in  both  number  and  force, 

"  The  Swedilh  veflels  lay  near  to  the  river, 
defended  from  the  Tea  by  numerous  fmall 
iflands,  betwixt  whom  there  were  qnty  two 
narrow  paflages  for  the  Ruffians  to  enter. 

Prince  Naflau  and  the  Chevalier  de  Lit- 
ta,  a  Knight  of  Malta,  led  on  the  grand 
division  of  the  Ruffian  galleys  and  gun- 
boats, by  one  of  the  paflages;  and  M. 
Bally,  a  Ruffian  Officer,  a  fmall  (quadron 
of  frigates  and  xebecs,  by  the  other.  M. 
Bally  having  arrived  at  his  ftation  before 
the 
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the  Prince's  fquadron,  whofe  number  re- 
tarded their  motion  in  thofe  intricate  chan- 
nels, began,  at  once,  the  attack  upon  the 
whole  Swedifh  fleet,  without  waiting  for 
his  Admiral.  The  confequence  was,  that 
Bally's  {hips  were  nearly  (nattered  to  pieces, 
and  two-thirds  of  his  men  killed  or 
wounded.  Captain  Hay,  a  Britifh  Officer 
in  this  divifion,  was  ordered  to  found  the 
channel,  as  the  frigates  advanced  upon  the 
enemy.  He  was  cut  off,  with  all  his  crew, 
being  fingly  expofed,  at  times,  to  the  fire 
of  the  whole  Swedifh  fleet,  and  within 
mufquct  (hot.  Captain  Green,  another 
Britifh  Officer,  was  killed,  early  in  this 
bloody  engagement. 

So  foon  as  Prince  Naffsu's  fquadron  ap- 
peared, the  conflict  ceafed.  The  Swedifh 
flotilla  retired  into  the  river  Kymen :  fe- 
veral  of  their  veflels  getting  aground,  were 
burnt  or  taken  by  the  Ruffians,  and  a  con- 
fiderable  number  of  prifoners  taken.  The 
Swedifh  galleys  continued  for  the  reft  of 
the  Summer  in  their  retreat,  whither  the 
Ruffian  flotilla  could  not  purfue  them. 

The 
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The  Ruffian  grand  fleet  failed  front 
Cronfiadt  and  Revel,  in  Jane*  under  thtf 
command  of  Admiral  Tfchitfchagow. — • 
They  continued  for  fomc  weeks  cruizing 
mi  the  Gulph  of  Finland,  probably  ex-- 
peeling  that  the  Swedifh  fleet,  who  were 
greatly  fuperior  in  force,  would  venture! 
to  attack  them.  TheDukeof  Sudermania, 
and  Admiral  Tfchitichagow,  had  each  a  ca- 
pital part  to  play.  The  Ruffian  fhips  of 
war,  built  at  the  port  of  Archangel,  had 
been  brought  to  Copenhagen,  confiding 
of  eight  fhips  of  the  line,  to  join  the  grand 
fleet  in  the  Finland  Gulph,  confuting  of 
feventeen  mips  of  the  line.  The  Swedifh 
fleet,  which  contained  about  twenty-cot 
fhips  of  the  line  and  fome  frigates,  were 
cruizing  in  the  Baltic,  anxioufly  endea- 
vouring to  prevent  the  junction  of  the 
Ruffians,  aid  to  bring  one  or  the  other 
divliion  of  their  fleet  to  an  engagement, 
ieparately.  Tfchitichagow,  finding  that 
the  Duke  of  Sudermania  had  no  intention 
of  quitting  his  advantageous  fituatioa,  re* 
folvod,  or  was  ordered  by  his  Sovereign, 
to 
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to  run  alt  rifles  m  attempting  to  form  3 
junction  with  the  iquadron  at  Copenha- 
gen, without  which  the  Swedes  muft  have 
remained  matters  of  thofe  feas. 

The  Ruffian  fleet  had  not  long  quitted 
the  Gulph,  when  the  Swedifh.  fhips  were 
difcovered  betwixt  the  iflands  of  Gothland 
and  Oejand,  to  windward.  They  bore 
down  upon  the  Ruffian  fleet,  who  waited 
for  them  in  a  line  of  battle.  The  van  of 
the  Ruffians  kept  their  wind,  and  clofed 
with  the  enemy's  van,  and  a  fharp  engage- 
ment enfued.  A  few  fliips  of  the  center 
divisions  were  likewife  warmly  engaged,— 
The  Swedifh  fliips  had  it,  no  doubt,  in 
their  power  to  come  to  clofe  action  with 
every  part  of  the  Ruffian  fleet,  who,  tho' 
it  was  not  their  bufinefs  to  fight  until  they 
had  joined  their  other  iquadron,  now  wait- 
ing for  them  near  the  Ifland  of  Bornholm, 
yet  remained  in  a  line  of  battle,  neither 
fhunaing,  nor  eager  to  court  this  oppor- 
tunity e£  fighting. 

The 
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The  Swedifli  Vice-Admiral,  Lillehortf, 
Is  blamed  for  not  bringing  his  divifion  to 
clofe  action:  but  as  only  the  headmoft 
fliips  of  the  Swedes  clofed  with  the  ene- 
my, furely  this  Admiral  had  not  the  com- 
mand of  all  the  others?  Only  two  of 
the  center  divifion  of  the  Swedifh  fleet 
came  down  into  clofe  action ;  and  it  is  a  , 
pity  that  the  two  divhlons  who  were  not 
under  the  orders  of  Lillehorn  did  not  ftiew 
him  a  better  example. 

Admiral  Greig,  deserted  by  five  of  his 
Captains,  failed  in  taking  one-half  of  the 
Swedifti  navy  laft  Summer.  The  Swedes 
have,  this  campaign,  by  a  behaviour  ibme- 
,  thing  worfe  than  cowardice,  made  Ruffia 
amends,  by  not  taking  one-half  of  theirs. 
If  individual  Captains  of  a  divifion  refufe 
to  obey,  nothing  more  can  be  done,  at  the 
time ;  but  certainly  it  is  in  the  Commander 
in  Chief's  power  to  prevent  the  bad  con- 
lequences  of  the  mifconduft  of  any  Ad- 
miral under  him,  by  inftantly  throwing 
out  a  fignal  for  each  Jhip  of  his  fquadron. 
Among 
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Among  thofe  brave  Officers  who  gal- 
lantly clofed  with  the  Swedes,  was  Captain 
Molofsky,  natural  fon  of  Count  Tfcherni- 
chew,  Firft  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  of  Ruf- 
fia.  He  had  gone  forward  upon  the  booms, 
working  with  his  own  hands,  and  giving 
orders.  A  cannon  (hot  ftruck  him  acrofs 
.  the  back :  he  fell,  and  with  his  laft  breath 
intreated  his  Officers  and  men  to  fight  the 
fliip  until  me  funk :  then  lifting  his  finger, 
upon  which  was  a  ring,  the  dear  pledge  of 
love,  he  kiffed  it,  and  expired ! 

The  two  fleets,  after  expending  much 

powder,  ceafed  firing  in  the  evening. 

During  the  night  the  weather  was  calm, 
the  fleets  lying  at  a  fliort  diftance  from 
each  other ;  the  wind,  in  the  morning,  al- 
tered their  fituation  from  that  of  the  day 
preceding.  The  Ruffian  fleet  were  now 
to  windward^  and,  as  it  was  a  leading 
breeze  for  their  courfe  to  Bornholm,  they 
formed  the  line,  and  offered  the  Swedes 
battle,  who  declined  it.  The  wind  again 
fliifted  unfavourably  to  the  Ruffians. — 
Bb  The 
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The  Swedifli  fleet  bore  down  upon  them. 
The  Ruffian  fleet,  fleering  for  the  Gulph 
of  Finland,  and  chaced  by  the  enemy. 
With  a  contrary  wind,  there  remained  no 
profpeft  of  the  Ruffians  forming  a  junc- 
tion with  the  fquadron  at  Bornholm,  while 
they  had,  at  the  feme  time,  a  fuperior 
force  oppofed  to  the  attempt.  The  wind 
changed  again  in  favour  of  the  Imperial 
fleet.  The  Swedes  fteered  towards  Carl- 
fcrone ;  the  Ruffian  fleet  purfuing  them, 
in  their  turn.  The  Duke  of  Sudermania 
dreaded  the  approach  to  Bornholm :  but 
His  Royal  Highnefs  might  have  feverely 
drubbed  his  enemy,  before  their  arrival ; 
and  it  was  furely  time  enough  to  fly,  when 
the  other  hoftile  ftiips  were  in  fight.  Pro- 
bably the  Duke  had  fmall  dependance  up- 
on the  fidelity  of  his  Officers.  The  Ruf- 
fian fleet  continued  their  courfe  to  Born- 
holm, and  foon  difcovered  their  fquadron 
from  Archangel,  who,  miftaking  their 
friends  for  the  Swedes,  were  fhy  in  their 
approach,  until  a  cutter  from  Admiral 
Tfchitfchagovr  informed  them  of  his  ar- 
rival. 
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rival.  The  Swedifti  navy  having  gone  in* 
to  Carlfcrone,  the  Ruffians  returned  to  the 
Gulph  of  Finland,  now  the  decided  Rulers 
of  the  northern  feas- 

In  the  courfc  of  this  Summer,  Captain 
Trevenen,  who  had  the  command  of  a 
Jmall  fquadron  in  the  Gulph,  for  the  pur- 
pole  of  intercepting  the  fupplies  ,to  the 
Swedifti  army  and  galleys,  attacked  a  Swe- 
difh  fort,  which  commanded  that  part  of 
the  coaft  of  Finland,  which  rendered  the 
communication  to  and  from  Sweden  the 
more  eafy.  The  ftiips  of  war,  and  letter 
veflels,  had  to  pals  through  a  narrow  chan- 
nel, leading  to  the  fort,  and  defended  by 
batteries  on  each  fide,  from  which  the 
enemy  fired  red-hot  balls.  One  of  thefe 
balls  lodged  near  the  powder  magazine  of 
a  Ruffian  Hup  of  the  line.  The  Ruffian 
Captain,  whole  name  I  have  forgot,  boldly 
cut  his  way,  with  a  hatchet,  to  the  place 
where  the  ball  was  lodged,  and  where  the 
flames  and  fmoke  were  already  fpreading, 
and,  with  the  utmoft  danger  to  himfelf, 
B  b  2  iavecl 
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faved  his  {hip  and  crew  from  inftant  dc- 
flru&ion .  The  ball  was  removed,  and  the 
flames  providentially  extinguifhed.  The 
batteries  being  filenced,  the  troops  were 
landed,  and  the  fortrefs  furrendered.  A 
garrifon  of  240  men  were  placed  in  it. 

Not  many  days  fucceeding  this  event, 
the  Swedes,  alarmed  at  the  lofs  of  a  place 
of  fuch  confequence,  fent  with  furprizing 
alacrity}'  a  body  of  troops  to  re-take  this 
poft.  The  Ruffian  garrifon  little  expect- 
ing fo  fuddenan  attack,  were  fuprizedj  the 
fort  was  taken  by  ftorm,  and  the  garrifon 
put  to  the  fword.  This  attack  was  fo 
fuddcn,  that  Commodore  Trevenen  had  no 
time  to  fend  any  affiftance,  and  remained 
with  his  Officers  and  crews  fbe&ators  of 
the  dreadful  fcene.  The  Ruffian  fquadron 
kept  up  a  well-directed  fire,  but  as  friends 
and  foes  were  fo  mixed  in  fight,  they 
couldnot  fire  upon  the  fortrefe  itfelf.  An 
Officer  who  gave  me  this  account,  trem- 
bled while  he  defcribed  the  fhrieks  of  the 
wounded  and  maffacred  garrifon,  which 
were 


Jigiiized  by  GoOgle 


(    373    ) 

.were  diilin&ly  heard  on  board  the  fleet. 
The  Swedes  cruelly  toffed  over  the  ram- 
parts the  wounded  and  dying  $  and  when 
they  had  fi  mined  the  work  of  death,  they 
paraded  in  tight  of  the  Ruffian  fquadron, 
whofe  grape  (hat,  however,  made  them 
retreat  precipitately,  and  mowed  down  a 
great  number  of  them  while  retreating. 
Commodore  Trevenen,  during  the  attack 
of  the  fort,  and  the  retreat  of  the  enemy, 
placed  himfelf  in  the  top,  with  bis  glafs 
and  trumpet,  anxioufly  viewing  the  en- 
gagement on  fhore,  and  giving  orders  for 
the  .direction  of  the  (hips  fire,  and  alter- 
ing thefe  every  moment  as  he  faw  the  ene- 
my change  their  pofition  and  the  effect  of 
the  fire. 

Captain  Trevenen's  fhip  unfortunately 
was  loft  in  the  Gulph  foon  after  this  en- 
terprise. The  Captain  was  writing  dif- 
. patches  for  her  Imperial  Majefly  in  his 
cabin,  when  the  (hip  ftruck  upon  a  funken 
rock.  I  have  efcaped  a  iecond  fhip  wreck. 
I  had  applied  early  this  year  to  Captain 
■  v  B  3  Trc- 
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Trcvcnen  to  take  me  with  him  as  a  Volun* 
teer,  wiftiing,  for  once,  to  fee  the  horrors 
of  war.  The  Captain  apoligized  to  me, 
that  his  orders  did  not  permit  to  take  any 
Volunteers.  Another  fliip  of  the  line, 
commanded  by  Captain  Thefiger,  a  Britifh 
Officer,  and  a  third,  by  a  Ruffian  Officer, 
were  loft  likewife  this  Summer,  in  navi- 
gating this  dangerous  fea.  The  north 
coaft  of  the  Finland  Gulph  is  interfperfed 
with  an  infinite  number  of  fmall  rocks, 
and  many  lie  even  in  the  middle  channel, 
nearly^  or  altogether  under  water.  The 
light-houfes,  buoys,  and  flags  are  fo  far 
ferviceablc ;  but  it  is  altogether  impoffibte 
to  guard  againft  the  innumerable  rocks 
and  banks.  No  fea  is  worfe  calculated 
than  the  Baltic  for  the  purpofes  of  navi- 
gation ;  and  particularly  for  the  navigat- 
ing of  large  fleets :  and  yet  the  Ruffians 
and  Swedes  put  themfelves  to  an  incredi- 
ble exbence  in  equipping  grand  navies, 
when  a  flotilla  of  gun-boats  would  equal- 
ly ferve  to  determine  their  refpe&ive  rights 
and  powers.  They  fhould  mutually  agree, 
and 
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and  in  this  agreement  Denmark  ihould  be 
included,  that  none  of  thefe  nations  (hall 
keep  above  a  certain  number  of  fmaU  fri- 
gates. Their  flotillas  may  be  extended,  to 
What  number  each  is  able  to  maintain. 
Such  agreement  would  beft  fuit  the  local 
circumftances  of  Ruffta,  and  alfo  the  re- 
venues of  Denmark  and  Sweden,  which  are 
exhaufted  in  fupporting  a  ufelefs  fhow  of 
ftrength,  and  navies  without  an  ocean. 

The  other  Maritime  States  of  Europe, 
have  rich  pofteffions  to  defend  in  the  molt 
diftant  quarters  of  the  globe,  which,  afford 
too,  revenues  to  build  and  maintain  their 
fleets.  Were  the  greateft  European  king- 
dom without  fuch  diftant  colonies,  they 
might  be  without  fuch  numerous  navies. 
The  three  Northern  Powers,  had  they  oc- 
casion for  fleets  to  defend  the  entrance  to 
the  Baltic  from  foreign  navies,  would  have 
an  apology  for  their  armaments.  But  their 
fleets  were  never  yet  engaged  in  the  Baltic, 
unlets  with  each  other.  They  may  truft, 
that  no  foreign  veflel,  traders  excepted, 
B  b  4  will 
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will  ever  be  tempted  to  enter  it :  and  if 
they  mould,  thofe  Powers  have  only  to  put 
out  their  lights,  and  take  up  the  flags  and 
buoys,  to  prevent  their  entrance.  The 
northern  kingdoms  have  in  their  hands 
the  belt  fecurity  againft  the  attack  of  fo- 
reign navies — they  keep  in  their  ware- 
houies  and  merchants  yards,  the  materials 
of  which  all  foreign  navies  are  built. 

What  madnefs  then  urges  Ruflia,  Swe- 
den, and  Denmark  to  worry  each  other  ? 
Nature,  more  than  conqueft,  has  fixed 
their  refpective  boundaries.  Denmark  is 
furrounded  by  the  fea :  her  province  of 
Norway  is  feparated  from  Sweden  by  im- 
paffible  mountains,  which  can  be  defended 
with  a  handful  of  men  againil  millions. 
Sweden,  is  feparated  from  Denmark,  and 
Norway,  by  the  fame  kind  of  out-works, 
and  from  Ruffia,  by  the  River  Kymen,  and 
her  rocks  and  lakes,  from  which  the  Ruff 
fian  army,  had  it  confifted  of  twenty  times 
the  number,  could  not  have  driven  her 
troops. 

Empires 
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Empires,  like  Individuals,  have  their  fa- 
mily pride :  Denmark  boafts  of  her  Fro- 
thos,  her  Canutes,  and  Waldemars ;  Swe- 
den, of  her  Guftavus  and  Charles;  and 
Ruffia,  of  her  Ivans  and  Peter.  They  feem 
to  imagine,  that  they  cannot  keep  their  fe- 
veral  kingdoms,  but,  by  the  fame  means, 
by  which  their  predeceffors  obtained  them: 
or,  that  it  is  abfblutely  neccflary,  for  the 
honour  of  their  anceftors,  to  keep  their 
armour  from  rutting. 

The  Baltic,  highly  improper  for  the  na- 
vigating of  large  fleets,  is  calculated  by  na- 
ture for  galleys  and  gun-boats ;  and  as  the 
Northern  Powers  might  keep  a  large  ar- 
mament of  this  kind,  at  lefs  expence 
than  they  can  five  fail  of  the  line,  I 
would  recommend  at  leaft  ceconomyin 
war.  They  might  equally  enjoy  the  plea- 
fiire  of  cutting  one  another  in  pieces :  they 
feem  to  conhder  the  Baltic  as  the  Hall  of 
Odin,  and  anticipate  the  delight  which 
-was  only  promifed  to  the  Goths  in  the  o- 
ther  world.  The  coafts  of  Sweden  and 
Finland 
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Finland,  arc  fringed  with  myriads  of  fmall 
rocks  and  iflands,  which  afford  fhelter  be- 
hind them,  from  the  more  open  fea,  to 
fmall  boats  and  veflels,  and  it  is  in  fuch 
places  that  galley  fleets  are  generally  em- 
ployed. 

If  the  flotillas  were  to  confift  entirely 
of  gun-boats,  or,  if  the  galleys  were  dif- 
ufed,  and  fmall  xebecs  to  accompany  the 
gun-boats  in  their  ftead,  thefe  coafting  na- 
vies would  act  with  more  effect.  The 
galleys  are  too  good  marks  for  the  gun- 
boats and  batteries  among  the  iflands,  and 
being  crouded  with  men,  a  dreadful  (laugh- 
ter is  the  confluence  when  they  come 
into  clofe  a£tion.  Upon  the  other  hand, 
the  xebecs  would  be  equally  capable  of 
fecuring  the  retreat  of  the  gun-boats,  and 
nearly,  if  not  better  calculated,  to  aft  with 
them  in  every  fituation .  The  only  advan- 
tage that  the  galleys  have  over  the  xebecs, 
as,  in  being  coriflrufted  for  rowing}  but 
their  difadvantages  more  than  balance  this 
this 
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this  excellence.  Befides,  the  xebecs  and 
light  frigates  can  be  towed  into  action,  or 
from  it,  by  the  gun-boats,  when  necefTary. 

The  galleys  have  a  magnificent  fhow— ■ 
fohave  mips  of  the  line— and  for  this  fhow 
a  facrificc  is  made  of  the  lives  of  the  fub- 
jefts,  with  the  revenues  and  prosperity  of 
the  northern  kingdoms. 

The  war  in  Finland,  this  campaign, 
presents  little  to  fatisfy  the  curiofityof 
thofe  who  pant  after  iron  tempefts.  The 
grand  armypf  Ruffia,  under  die  command 
of  Count  Muffin-Poufchkin ,  is  encamped 
upon  the  eaftern  banks  of  the  river  Ky- 
men ;  the  Swediih  army,  under  General 
Hamilton,  oppofitetothem,  upon  the  weft 
fide. 

The  Ruffians  conftru&ed  fome  bridges 
of  boats  acrofs  this  river,  and  feveral  times 
marched  over  large  bodies  of  troops,  with 
a  view  of  drawing  the  Swedes  to  a  general 
engagement.  This  was  at  one  time  ex- 
pected 
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peded  to  take  place ;  both  armies  left  their 
encampments.  The  Imperial  army  marched 
into  Swcdifh  Finland,  but  the  Swedifh  ar- 
my! though  wifhing  likewife  for  a  battle, 
continued  to  retreat  before  the  Imperia- 
lifts,  with  a  view  of  bringing  them  to  ac- 
tion in  dhadvantageous  ground.  The  Ruf- 
fian Commander,  aware  of  their  plan,  re- 
crofted  the  Kymert  with  his  army.  Fre- 
quent fkirmifhes  took  place  betwixt  final! 
detachments  of  Ruffian  Coflacs  and  the 
Swedes.  The  former  fuccefifully  fcoured 
the  Finland  woods,  taking  many  prifoners. 
Thefe  Coflacs  very  much  harrafled  the  ene- 
my, whofe  troops  were  unaccuftomed  to 
their  manner  of  fighting.  The  Swedes 
armed  part  of  their  cavalry  in  the  fame 
manner  with  the  Coflacs,  and  dreffed  them 
in  the  fame  uniform,  but  they  did .  not 
prove  a  match  for  the  fudden  attacks  and 
retreats  of  the  real  natives  of  the  Don. 

The  only  retnxkable  engagements  which 

happened  this  campaign,  were  between 

two  confiderable  detachments  of  the  hof- 

tile 
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tile  armies.  In  the  firft  battle  the  Ring  of 
Sweden  was  prefent  as  a  Volunteer,  and 
witnefled  the  defeat  of  the  Ruffians.  The 
fecond  happened  between  a  detachment  of 
the  Ruffian  army,  under  General  Mitchel- 
fon,  and  a  body  of  Swedes,  ftrongly  polled 
near  a  village  in  Finland,  for  the  defence 
offome  valuable  magazines.  TheGeneral 
is  blamed  for  expofing  his  men,  who  were 
feverely  handled  in  their  attempt  to  dorm 
the  enemy's  lines.  It  is  faid,  the  Ruffian 
troops  remon  ft  rated  with  their  Comman- 
der, who  branded  them  with  the  name  of 
cowards.  The  brave  warriors,  unable  to 
bear  this  reproach,  deliredto  be  led  to  the 
muzzles  of  the  enemy's  cannon  I  General 
Mitchelibn  upon  horie-back,  at  the  head 
of  his  men,  faw  them  mowed  down  upon 
-every  fide.  Hishorfe  was  fhot  under  him. 
The  Ruffian  .General,  when  every  hope 
of  fuccefr  had  rammed,  and  a  great  num- 
ber of  men  were  killed,  ordered  a  retreat. 
The  Swedes  were  fo  weakened  by  their 
defperate  attack,  that  they  retreated  in  the 
night. 

General 
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General  Mitchelfon,  the  fucceeding  day, 
made  a  more  fortunate  attack  upon  the 
Swedifh  town,  taking  150  foldiers  prison- 
ers, and  a  great  quantity  of  military  ftorea. 
I  made  many  inquiries  after  my  old  ac- 
quaintance, the  Kirghis— -and  Bafhkirs. 
The  Finland  rocks,  as  I  had  forefeen, 
prevented  them  from  displaying  their 
prowefs.  They  were  employed  therefore 
in  dragging  cannon  and  other  works,  de* 
rogatory  to  their  former  glory.  I  am  at 
a  lofs  to  guefs  what  fort  of  laurels  they 
can  obtain  in  their  prefent  employments, 
to  carry  back  to  the  plains  of  ScythJa.  I 
feel  for  the  difgrace  of  the  children  of  our 
anceftors.  So  much  for  modern  arts  oi 
war,  and  Finland  precipices  1 

I  muft  content  myfelf  with  giving  you 
thele  general  Sketches  of  the  campaigns  in 
the  north.  I  am  fo  diftra&ed  with  vary- 
ing accounts,  it  might  be  hazarding  too 
much,  yet  to  adopt  any  of  them,  fo  far 
as  to  enter  into  the  particulars  of  the  war. 
1  hope  it  will  be  in  my  power,  at  a  future 
period, 
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period,  to  give  you  a  fuller  detail,  not  only 
of  the  Ruffian  war  with  Sweden,  but  of  the 
bloody  conteft  between  the  three  Imperial 
Courts,  from  the  beginning  of  the  war  to 
its  conclufion. 
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LETTER  XXXVII. 

Defcription  $/"  the  City  of  Petersburg — Old 
Petersburg — The  Citadel— William  s  If- 
land—Tbe  Exchange — Mufeum — Impe- 
rial Academies — Cadet  Corps— -Statue  of 
Peter  the  Great— Imperial  Palace,  &c.  &c. 


St.  FeleriHurg,  March,  1790. 

i  etersburg,  with  all  its  ftately  palacei 
and  gilded  domes,  is  fituated  in  the  midft 
of  a  wood,  as  wild  and  barren  as  any  in 
the  north.  It  prefents  a  wonderful  pic- 
ture of  what  power  and  genius  can  accom- 
plifh.  Independent  of  art,  the  Neva  is  its 
only  ornament :  a  dead,  fandy,  flat  coun- 
try, covered  with  brulh-wood,  furrounds 
it  upon  every  fide  j  a  few  miserable  huts 
fcattered  about,  complete  the  fcene.  The 
great  Peter  did  not  look  to  the  moil  beau-, 
tiful 
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tiful,  but  to  the  moft  ufeful  fpot,  for  the 
fcite  of  his  capital :  his  objeft  was  com- 
merce folely.  Peterfburg is  the  emporium 
for  naval — Mofcow  for  rural  affairs.  The 
Ruffian  empire,  extending  over  a  confi- 
derable  part  of  Europe  and  Alia,  muft  have 
a  capital  city  to  every  kingdom  of  which 
it  confiirs.  ToboHky  is  the  chief  city  of 
the  Ruffian  dominions  under  the  Pole,  and 
bordering  upon  China  j  Petro-Pauloviky, 
of  the  eaftem  countries  adjoining  to  Ameri- 
ca and  Japan ;  Orenburg,  of  the  provinces 
bordering  upon  Tartaryand  India  j  Cafan, 
and  Aftrakan,  of  kingdoms  of  the  fame 
name,  near  the  frontiers  of  Perfia;  Cher- 
fon,  of  the  Crimea  and  provinces  adjoin- 
ing; and  Kioff',  and  Mohilow,  of  the 
Ukraine  and  Little  and  White  Ru flia,  bor- 
dering upon  Turkey  and  Poland. 

The  City  of  Peterfburg  is  not  huddled 
together :  it  fpreads  out,  like  the  wings  of 
.its  Imperial  Eagle.  The  principal  quarter 
{lands  upon  the  continent,  and  upon  the 
fouth  banks  of  the  river  Neva;  the  fecond 
divilion  is  what  is  called  Old  Peterfburg, 
Cc  and 
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and  is  fituated  upon  fcveral  iflands  towards 
the  north  banks  j  the  third  quarter,  upon 
William's  Ifland,  in  the  middle  channel  of 
the  Neva,  betwixt  the  other  two.  This 
noble  river,  after  embracing  the  whole  in 
its  courfe,  empties  itfelf  into  the  Gulph  of 
Finland,  immediately  below  the  city.  The 
old  city,  originally  built  upon  one  ifland, 
.bearing  its  name,  now  ftretches  over 
feveral  leffer  ones:  it  is  very  irregularly 
built,  and  confifts  chiefly  of  wooden 
houfes :  here,  however,  are  the  firft  objects 
that  draw  attention — the  Citadel,  in  which 
is  the  Cathedral,  a  fine  pile  of  building, 
with  its  gilded  fpire  and  turrets,  whofe 
fparkling  grandeur  ftrikes  the  eye  at  a 
great  diftance,  and  marks  the  facred  ipot 
where  lie  interred  the  remains  of  Peter  I. 
and  his  Eraprefs,  the  Livoman  yillager, 
Catherine !  This  is  the  Ruffian  Mecca, 
and  none  but  Infidels  will  neglect  to  make 
a  pilgrimage  to  it.  Mahomet's  fplendid 
impofture  collects  together  a  croud  of  va- 
grant Turks  and  Arabs  j  but  the  maufo- 
leum  of  Peter  attra&s  the  Philofopher, 
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as  well  as  the  Warrior,  from  every  corner 
of  enlightened  Europe :  the  firft  admires 
the  Legislator  j  the  fecond  comes  to  touch 
the  bones  of  Scanderbeg ! 

The  boat  which  gave  Peter  the  idea  of 
building  a  navy,  is  carefully  preferved  in  a 
fmall  houfe  near  the  fepulchre :  it  is  em- 
phatically called  the  Grand  Sire.  Before 
this  relict  was  depofited  here,  a  naval  re* 
view  took  place  at  Cronftadt— the  Grand 
Sire  had  the  honour  of  carrying  the  Ad- 
miral's flag,  and  received  a  general  falute 
from  the  Ruffian  fleet. 

Some  will  fay,  that  the  Ruffian  nation 
are  not  yet  civilized;  and  that  Peter  only 
began  the  work  of  civilization— of  arts 
and  fciences.  What  narrow  thought!— 
When  the  work  is  finifhed  it  is  his.  Will 
fucceeding  Monarchs  think  themlelves  dif- 
graced  in  being  named  the  difciples  of  this 
Immortal  Prince  ?  He  gave  the  plan  of 
the  building — he  laid  the  foundations, 
and  reared  a  part  of  the  walls ;  fucceeding 
C  c  2  Mo- 
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Monarchs  are  his  workmen,  his  bricklayers; 

■  Haters,   carpenters,  painters,   and  uphof- 
llerers. 

Catherine  II.  is  the  moft  dutingutihed 
of  Peter's  work  people,  and  has  made  fuch 
elegant  improvements  upon  the  original 
plan,  that  it  is  fo  far  become  her  own. 
The  hatchet  was  the  Emperor's  favourite 
inftrument :  his  work  was  uleful,  but  un- 
polifhed.  He  feemed  to  be  fenfibleof  this, 
and  early  called  in  the  afliftance  of  a  fe- 
male. Another  Catherine  is  born  to  him : 
the  fine  arts  go  hand  in  hand  with  thofe 
of  war,  of  agriculture,  and  commerce. 

From  Old  Peterfburg  we  proceed,  along 
a  bridge  of  boats,  to  William's  Ifland. 
Upon  the  north  fide,  and  fronting  the  old 
town,  are  the  Merchant's  wharfs,  the  Ex-* 
change,  Cuftom-Houfe,  and  warehouses. 
In  the  river,  between  Old  Petersburg  and 
William's  Ifland,  lie  all  the  veflels  that  take 
down  to  Cronftadt  the  produce  of  Ruflia, 
to  the  larger  foreign  mips,  that  cannot 
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come  to  Peterfburg,  the  channel  being 
narrow  and  ftiallow  at  the  mouth  of  the 
river.  Thefe  vefTels  likewife  bring  from- 
Cronftadt,  all  goods  imported,  landing 
them  at  the  Cuftom-Houfe,  to  fecure  the 
duties.  The  fouth  fide  of  William's  Ifland 
fronts  the  new  city  of  Peterfburg;  and 
here  is  builtafuperb  line  of  houfes,  among 
which  are  the  Imperial  Academies,  and 
the  Mufeum.  The  Imperial  Academy  of 
Sciences  is  a  grand  ftru&ure,  and  is  amply 
endued  for  its  fupport.  The  Profetiors  are 
eminent  in  the  republic  of  letters,  and  are 
of  different  nations.  Her  Imperial  Ma- 
jefty,  to  adorn  thofe  eftablifhments,  felects 
merit  from  every  climate  and  country. 

The  Mufeum  is  fituated  upon  the  high- 
eft  and  eaft  point  of  William's  Ifland,  op- 
pofite  the  Imperial  Palace,  upon  the  con- 
tinent, to  the  fouth  ;  and  the  Citadel  to 
the  north.  The  weft  point  of  this  ifland 
reaches  to  the  mouth  of  the  Neva.  The 
Mufeum,  I  beg  Her  Imperial  Majefty's 
pardon,  is  a  fmall  ,warehoufe,  containing 
C  c  3  famples 
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famples  of  the  various  productions  of  her 
empire.  This  world  of  dominion  furnimes 
a  Mufeum  of  itfelf;  yet  no  expence  has 
been  fpared  to  complete  the  collection  with 
every  curious  production  from  other  coun- 
tries. Here  the  Naturalift  and  Merchant 
find  equal  ploafure :  the  one  views,  with 
rapture,  the  veins  of  gold,  iilvef,  and  lead, 
in  the  native  ore ;  the  other  confiders  how 
much  one  hundred  weight  will  produce  of 
pure  metal.  The  Cadet  Corps,  or  Aca- 
demy of  War,  formerly  the  Palace  of 
Frince  Menzikoff, .  is  fituated  betwixt  the 
Academy  of  Sciences  and  the  Mufeum.  It 
is  the  nurfery  of  young  warriors,  the  fons 
of  the  Nobility|and  Gentry ;  and  from  this 
Seminary  of  Mars  are  taken  the  Officers 
for  the  Army.  The  palace  of  Prince  Men- 
zikoff was  applied  to  its  prefent  ufe  by 
Count  Munich.  There  are  a  number  of 
buildings  adjoining,  for  the  accommoda- 
tion of  the  young  gentlemen.  The  his- 
tory of  Menzikoff  is  romantic :  raifedfrom 
the  humbleft  ftation  to  the  rank  of  Prince, 
then  racked  upon  the  wheel  of  Fortune  j 

7ct* 
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yet,  in  every  fituation,  the  art  military 
continued  his  favourite  ftudy.  During 
his  banifhraent  in  Siberia,  the  table  of  his 
cottage  was  always  covered  with  maps  and 
plan's  of  the  countries,  the  feats  of  former 
wars,  and  of  battles  in  which  he  had  been 
engaged ;  (till  delighting  in  what  had  oc- 
casioned his  fall,  and  poring  over  his  de- 
struction !  It  muft  appeafe  his  manes,  that 
his  houfe  is  ftill  the  nurfery  of  war ! 

.  Except  this  line  of  buildings  upon  the 
banks  of  the  Neva,  and  another  ftreet, 
the  whole  of  this  quarter  of  the  city  con- 
fifts  of  wooden  houfes:  thefe  are  built 
very  regularly  in  ftreets,  cutting  each  other 
at  right  angles :  canals  run  through  the 
middle  of  the  ftreets,  but,  owing  to  the 
level  furface  of  the  ground,  the  water  in 
them,  in  the  heat  of  Summer,  ftagnates, 
and  is  offenfive.  They  ferve  no  good  pur- 
pofe,  and  it  would  be  proper  to  nil  them, 
up  with  earth. 

A  bridge  of  boats  croffes  the  Neva,  op- 
pofite  the  Cadet  Corps,  malting  a  commu- 

C  c  4  ideation 
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nication  from  William's  Ifland  to  the 
grand  quarter  of  the  city  upon  the  conti- 
nent. As  you  walk  along  this  bridge,  you 
have  a  front  view  of  the  equeftrian  ftatue 
of  Peter  I.  which  is  erected  upon  the  op- 
pofite  bank  of  the  river  j  the  horfe,  upon 
the  fummit  of  a  rock,  majeftically  rearing, 
and  pawing  the  air — he  feems  confcious 
of  his  rider:  "  he  fmells  the  battle  afar 
"  off,  his  neck  is  cloathed  with  thunder." 
Around  the  ftatue  are  always  feveral  Ruf- 
fians, attended  by  fome  Biographer.  You 
can  trace,  without  any  knowledge  of  the 
language,  by  the  geftures  of  the  orator  and 
.  his  audience,  when  he  is  recording  the  de- 
feat at  Narva,  or  the  victory  at  Pultowa. 
They  add,  in  thefe  orations,  that  Peter 
ftood  upon  the  very  rock  which  now  fup- 
ports  his  effigies,  while  he  beheld  the  Swe- 
diih  army  flying  from  the  Held  of  battle. 
I  have  taken  a  drawing  of  this  celebrated 
work  of  M.  Falconet,  ienior :  I  was  af- 
fifted  by  an  engraving  from  a  drawing  of 
young  Falconet,  and  have  endeavoured  to 
correct  fome  errors  in  that  drawing,  or  his 
Engraver 


^.iizai^Google 


(    593    ) 

EDgraver  has  not  done  juftice  to  the  draw- 
ing. "  When  an  heroic  monument,"  iays 
*'  M.  Falconet,*  is  to  be  confecrated  to  the 
"  memory  of  a  Prince,  and  this  Prince  has 
"  atchieved  great  matters  in  different,  and 
«'  various,  and  even  oppofite  departments — 
"  he  has  gained  victories  in  war —  he  has 
"  enacted  wife  laws,  and  founded  eftab- 
"  limments  conducive  to  the  happinefs  of 
"  his  people,  in  time  of  peace— his  acade- 
"  mical  eulogium  may  turn  upon  both 
"  thele  texts :  but  a  ftatue,  which  can  re- 
"  prefent  but  one  inftant,  we  muft  con- 
"  fider  and  chufe.  If  we  give  a  preference 
"  to  his  civil  qualities  over  his  military 
*■  virtue,  this  preference  cannot  juftly  be 
"  condemned,  till  it  mall  certainly  be  de- 
"  termined  which  of  thefe  two  kinds  of 
"  glory  belongs  more  particularly  to  him, 
"  who  has  fo  well  deferved  them  both ; 
"  but  more  efpecially  which  of  them  was 
"  moft  ufeful  to  the  happinefs  of  mankind. 
"The 


•  Transition  from  the  French  of  M.  Faiconet'j 
Pieces  on  sculpture,  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Toolte,  of  Pe- 
tcrfburg. 
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u  The  habit  I  have  given  the  ftatue  of  Pe- 
'•  ter  the  Great,  is  the  habit  of  all  nations 
"  — of  all  men — of  every  age;  in  a  word, 
V  it  is  an  heroic  habit*" 

Upon  the  right  hand  of  the  ftatue,  and 
to  the  eaft,  is  the  Admiralty,  and  Dock-, 
Yards,  and  immediately  beyond  thefe  the 
Imperial  Palace.  At  this  inftant  there  are 
two  firft  rate  (hips  of  war  building  under, 
the  Palace  windows !  From  the  Admi~. 
ralty  ipire,  all  the  ftreets  run  out  as  radii , 
from  the  centre  of  a  circle,  The  princi- 
pal ftreet  is  that  line  of  buildings  fronting 
the  Neva,  for  an  extent  of  between  three, 
and  four  Englifh  miles :  the  bank,  for  the 
fame  extent,  is  lined  with  granite  ftone, 
with  balluftrade,  and  foot-path  of  the  fame, 
materials !  Near  the  extremities  of  this 
iuperb  ftreet,  called  the  Grand  Million,, 
and  which  taking  the  courfe  of  the  Neva, 
forms  a  vaft  obtufe  angle ;  a  canal  is  cut. 
acrofs  the  main  land,  making  the  bale  of 
this  angel,  and  furrounding  the  city  upon 
the  continent  to  the  fouth ;  fo  that  this 
quarter 
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quarter  entirely  inclofed,  with  the  Neva  ■ 
upon  one  fide,  and  this  canal  upon  the 
other,  for  an  extent  of  about  eight  miles  j 
the  whole  banks  lined  with  granite  ftone, 
having  granite  baliuftrades,  or  iron  railing. 
.  Overthefe  canals  are  erected  draw-bridges, 
likewife  built  of  granite  ftone.  The  quar- 
ter without  this  canal  may  be  deemed  the 
fuburbs :  the  houfes  are  moftly  of  wood, 
but  the  houfes  within  the  canal  are  moftly 
of  brick,  and  plaiftered,  painted  with  every 
variety  of  colours !  No  wooden  houfe  is  fuf- 
fered  to  be  re-built  within  the  canal,  but 
with  brick;  and  the  new  is  quickly  driving 
the  old  city  out  of  the  gates  !  Amidft  thefe 
modern  fabrics,  the  Ruffian  churches  eve- 
ry where  moot  up  their  antique  turrets !' 
The  Ruffians  hold  the  form  of  their  church 
walls  as  facred  as  their  forms  of  religion 
within  them.  The  roofs  are  covered  with 
block  tin,  and  manyt  of  them  gilded. 

There  are  in  Peterfburg,  three  Imperial 

Palaces.    The  palace  near  the  Admiralty, 

in  which  Her  Imperial  Majefty  refides,  is 

a  mag- 
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a  magnificent  edifice  of  brick  ftuccoed,  and 
adjoining  is  a  long  range  of  buildings, 
fronting  the  Neva,  including  the  private 
Theatre  of  the  Court.  The  Marble  Pa- 
lace is  built  of  the  ftone  which  gives  it 
this  name.  The  Architect  has  made  what 
ought  to  have  been  the  gavel,  the  front  of 
this  fuperb  building-— which  itfelf  feems 
to  blufh  at  its  pofture.  The  third  is  the 
Summer  Palace,  built  of  timber,  and  yet 
the  moft  regular  and  elegant.  It  is  placed 
in  the  Summer  gardens,  upon  the  banksr 
of  the  river,  and  is  truly  a  delightful  refi- 
dence. 

The  Ruffian  Nobles,  and  even  the  mid- 
dling ranks  exceed  in  the  elegance  of  their 
houfes.  In  the  Aliatic  ftyle,  they  are  all 
built  in  fquares;  an  open  court  in  the 
center,  to  which  is  an  entry  by  a  large 
gate  way.    With  this  tafte  is  mixed  the 

Grecian  and  Italian and  Corinthian, 

Ionic,  and  other  ornaments  are  too  much 

crouded  upon  the  flight  fabric  of  brick 

and  plaifter.    It  would  be  better  to  finiih 

their 
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their  houfes  in  a  plainer  ftyle ;  and  the  ea- 
sier expcnce  would  enable  the  poftefiors  to 
.keep  them  in  better  repair.  Nothing  looks 
So  tawdry  as  a  Corinthian  cornice  of  plaif- 
ter  in  ruins.  The  new  church  near  the 
equeftrian  ftatue  is  building  of.  the  fineft 
Siberian  marble,  and  will  be  one  of  the 
moil  coftly  and  fuperb  ftruclures  in  the 
umverfe.  The  granite  banks  of  the  Neva, 
the  equeftrian  ftatue  of  Peter  I.  and  this 
admirable  building,  will  deliver  down,  to 
the  lateft  pofterity,  the  name  of  Catherinf 
II.  But  Catherine  is  imperial  in  every 
thing,  and  pofterity  will  overlook,  even 
thefe  monuments,  amidft  the  continued 
difplay  of  great  actions.  The  palace  near 
the  Admiralty  is  fituated  at  the  point  of 
the  angle  which  the  river  makes;  and  here 
the  Neva  rolls  his  tide,  embracing  the  lodg- 
ing of  his  Sovereign.  From  this  fpot,  one 
has  the  grandeft  profpecl  imaginable :  be- 
fore you,  upon  the  other  iide  of  the  river, 
is  the  old  city,  with  its  citadel  and  gilded 
fpire ;  the  houfes  furrounded  or  intermixed 
with  woods.  William's  Ifland  prefents 
another 
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another  profpcft,  of  a  different  nature :  a 
wood  of  mails,  planted  in  front  of  the 
ftreets :  to  the  right  and  left  is  the  Grand 
Million,  every  houfe  in  which  is  of  ele- 
•gant  ftru£rure,  and  inhabited  by  the  prin- 
cipal Ruffian  Nobility  and  Gentlemen.-— 
The  Admiralty  Dock-Yards  interrupt  this 
noble  ftreet  j  it  begins  again  to  the  left, 
and  weft  of  the  Equeftrian  Statue  at  the 
Senate  Houfe.  The  Admiralty  Dock- Yards 
are  foon  to  be  removed,  and  Cronftadt,  a 
Inore  convenient  place,  adopted  for  the 
fcite  of  the  Naval  Yards.  The  vacancy 
from  the  Palace  to  the  Equeftrian  Statue 
and  Senate  Houfe,  will  be  filled  with  build- 
ings j  and  the  Grand  Million  will  then  be 
one  continued  range  of  tafte  and  Jplendor. 

I  am  at  a  lofs  to  guefs  what  induced  the 
Emperor  to  pitch  upon  fo  aukward  a  ipot 
for  dock-yards,  from  which  the  ftups  muft 
be  tranfported  to  Cronftadt,  over  fhoals, 
by  means  of  wooden  Camels,  when  this 
trouble  could  have  been  fo  eafily  avoided, 
by  building  his  navy  at  the  harbour  where 
they 
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they  He,  and  where  there  is  a  great  depth 
of  water,  and  every  accommodation.  The 
machines  called  Camels  are  conftrutted  of 
-two  pieces,  or  a  fort  of  half  veffcls,  built 
.in  the  fame  manner  as  other  veflels,  but  of 
a  curious  fliape :  they  are  fquare  at  the 
bottom,  the  ends,  a'nd  one  fide ;  the  other 
fide  is  hollow,  and  rounding.  Thefe  half 
.veflels  are  funk  to  a  proper  depth,  one  at 
each  fide  of  the  ihip  of  war  they  are  in- 
tended to  carry,  and  their  hollow  fides  be- 
ing drawn  clofe  to  her,  form  a  capacious 
womb,  which  embraces  the  fliip  of  war : 
they  are  ftrongly  wrapped'all  together  with 
cables.  The  water  is  then  pumped  out  of 
the  Camels ;  they  rile,  and  with  them  the 
Ihip  of  war !  Perhaps  you  will  have  a 
better  idea  of  the  Camels,  by  fuppofing  an 
oblong-fhaped  bafon,  cut  length-ways, 
from  the  top  to  the  bottom :  the  hollow 
fides  of  each  half  bafon  will .  exa&Iy  re- 
femble  thofe  of  the  half  Camels.  Again, 
join  the  two  halves  together,  and  they 
form  the  womb  which  receives  the  bur- 
then. The  Camels,  with  their  loads,  do 
not 
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not  draw  above  eight  to  eleven  feet  of  wa- 
ter. 

Peter,  probably  anxious  to  (hew  his  na- 
vy to  the  Ruffians,  built  his  {hips  at  Pe- 
tersburg, where  there  were  a  greater  num- 
ber to  look  at  them.  He  had  experienced 
the  difficulty  of  prevailing  upon  his  fub- 
jccts  to  come  to  the  capital,  and  flill  more 
in  making  them  embark  for  Cronftadt. — 
The  moment  they  .beheld  the  Finland 
Gulph,  and  heard  the  roaring  furge,  they 
made  a  full  flop,  or  ffirunk  back  with  ter- 
ror at  the  awful  deitgns  of  their  Prince  1 
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LETTER  XXXVIIL 

Defcription  of  Cronfiadt — Fortrefs  of  Cron* 
Jlott — Admiralty — Naval  Cadet  Academy 
—Palace  of  Oranienbaum — Palace  of  Pe- 
terbojf— -Anecdotes  of  Peter  the  Great. 


_  St.  Peterlburg,  June,  1790. 

In  arriving  from  the  Baltic,  at  the  head 
of  the  Gulph  of  Finland,  you  fee  before 
you  a  fmall  low  ifland,  partly  covered  with 
woods,  and  at  the  eaft  end,  the  city  and 
fortifications  of  Crdnftadt.  Oppofite  to 
thefe,  and  to  the  entrance  of  the  harbour, 
to  the  fouth,  at  a  quarter  of  a  mile's  dis- 
tance, is  the  fortrefs  of  Cronflot,  built 
upon  a  bank  in  the  fea.  The  foundations 
of  the  fortrefs  are  feveral  feet  under  water. 
The  channel,  leading  from  Cronftadt  to 
the  open  gulph,  is  very  narrow,  which 
D  d  con- 
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constitutes  its  ftrength.  A  few  (hips  of 
the  Hne  could  defend  it  againft  a  very  fu- 
perior  force. 

The  harbour  of  Cronftadt  is  formed  by 
wooden  and  ftone  piers,  projecting  in  a 
half  moon  from  the  main  body  of  the 
ifland :  theie  piers  fervc,  at  the  lame  time, 
as  ramparts,  and  are  planted  with  a  num- 
ber of  heavy  cannon.  This  harbour  is 
divided  into  three  grand  divifions :  the  raoft 
wefterly  is  to  the  merchant  (hips,  who  lie 
in  lines  abreaft  of  each  other,  moored  at 
buoys.  The  middle  and  eaft  divifions  are 
appropriated  for  the  Ruflian  Navy.  From 
the  middle  harbour,  a  canal  runs  to  the 
center  of  the  town,  where  the  Admiralty 
and  Dock- Yards  are  conftru&bg.  The 
banks  of  this  canal  are  faced  with  granite, 
and  the  docks  and  piers  will  likewife  be 
finifhed  with  the  fame  durable  and  elegant 
material.  The  fortreis  of  Cronflot  is  en- 
tirely built  from  the  granite  quarries. 

The  Ruffians  are  neceuarily  fuperb  in 

their  public  buildings :  they  have  no  other 

materials 
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materials  for  fuch  works  than  marble, 
granite,  and  jafper.  Their  palaces  are 
built  with  the  two  firft,  and  the  infide 
walls  are  wain&otted  with  agate,  jafper, 
and  lapus  lafuli.  Siberia  furnimcs  a  va- 
riety of  precious  ftones,  and  enables  the 
Ruffian  Monarchs  to  vie,  in  fplendor,  with 
thofe  Princes  of  India  of  whole  magnifi- 
xxnce  the  accounts  appear  romantic. 

The  Admiralty  will  contain  every  ac- 
commodation for  the  Officers  employed  in 
it,  as  well  as  barracks  for  the  Officers  of 
the  Navy  reading  at  Cronftadt,  who  have 
apartments  and  other  necenaries,  at  the 
expence  of  Government,  at  all  times. — 
The  whole  will  be  one  of  the  rnoft  com- 
plete and,  noble  works  of  the  age.  Admiral 
Greig  was  the  active  agent  in  all  thefe  un- 
dertakings. 

The  town  of  Cronftadt  is  pretty  regu- 
larly built,  but  confifts  moftly  of  wooden 
houies.    Except  a  few  buildings  for  the 
reception  of  the  Officers  of  Government, 
D  d  a  and 


>g,1,zed  by  GoOgIC 


(    4«4    ) 

and  for  the  Naval  Cadets,  it  has  no  orna- 
ment but  its  harbour.  The  removal  of  the 
Admiralty  from  Peterfburg  is  in  every 
refpect,  neceflary,  to  give  importance  and 
elegance  to  the  Plymouth  of  Ruffia.— 
Cronftadt  is  a  wcll-chofen  Seminary  for 
the  Naval  Cadets :  they  have  here  the 
practice  of  feamanfhip  continually  before 
their  eyes :  they  view,  in  the  weft,  the 
ftormy  ocean,  and  are  daily  accustomed  to 
fcenes  in  .which  they  are  intended  them- 
fel-ves  to  act. 

The  Gulph  of  Finland  contracts  itfelf 
below  Cronftadt,  doling  gradually  in  a 
femtcircle,  towards  that  port  and  Pe- 
terfburg. The  breadth  of  the  Gulph,  at 
Cronftadt,  is  about  fifteen  miles,  from  the 
Carelian  to  the  Ingrian  ihore.  The  firft, 
to  the  north,  prefents  to  the  view  nothing 
but  gloomy  woods :  Ingria,  to  the  fouth, 
is  proudly  decorated  with  the  Palaces  of 
Oranienbaum,  Peterhoff,  and  Strelina,  and 
a  number  of  the  feats  of  the  Nobility. 

Oranienbaum 
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Oranienbaum  is  directly  oppofite  to 
Cronftadt.  I  embarked  in  one  of  the  boats 
which  ply  the  paflage  here:  the  winds 
gently  fanned  our  fails :  the  footy  clouds, 
in  the  weftern  horizon,  threatened  a  fud- 
den  ftorm.  The  feamen  pulled  hard  at  the 
oar,  to  gain  the  land  before  it  reached  us. 
We  had  juft  entered  the  harbour  of  Ora- 
nienbaum, when  the  whirlwind  thundered 
around  our  heads.  Some  boats  were  at 
this  moment  palling  to  Cronftadt :  they 
were  hid  in  thefpray  of  the  fea,  and  in  the 
gloomy  fqualls,  and  I  remained  in  dread- 
ful fufpence  for  the  fate  of  the  palTengers ! 

The  Palace  of  Oranienbaum  is  fituated 
upon  a  riling  ground :  the  city  fpreads 
upon  the  fiiorc,  nearer  the  fea ;  and  the 
harbour  is  at  a  mile's  diftance  from  both, 
but  communicating  with  them,  by  means 
of  a  canal  which  reaches  to  the  park  gates 
of  the  Palace.  The  ground  through  which 
this  canal  panes  is  fwampy — the  banks  have 
been  conftructed,  at  a  great  expence,  with 
earth  and  {tones.  To  the  weft  ward  of 
D  d  3  Ora- 
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Oranienbaum,  the  coaft  fwells  into  hills, 
variegated  with  woods  and  farm-houfes. 

The  Palace  of  Oranienbaum  confifts  of 
different  buildings,  connected  by  galleries. 
From  the  top  of  thefe,  one  has  a  delights 
ful  profpecl  of  the  ocean  covered  with  vef- 
fels,  of  Cronftadt,  and  Peterfburg;  It  ori- 
ginally belonged  to  the  celebrated  Menzi- 
koff.  The  apartments  are  neat,  but  con- 
vey no  idea  of  princely  refidence.  The 
gardens  are  fmall,  and  in  the  old  Dutch 
ftyle :  in  them,  however,  is  a  fine  piece  of 
water,  where  lie  leveral  pleafure  yachts. — 
The  riling  grounds  and  woods  on  all  fides 
of  this  lake,  give  it  the  appearance  of  a 
harbour  land-locked,  and  you  look  around 
to  difcover  where  it  communicates1  with 
the  fea. 

The  city  of  Oranienbaum  is  a  colle&ron 
of  wooden  houfes,  and  contains  nothing 
worthy  the  notice  of  a  Traveller.  It  is  a  kind 
of  out-poft  to  the  capital,  and  one  or  two 
regiments  of  horfe  or  foot  are  generally 
fta- 
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ftarioned  here :  at  prcfent  it  is  crouded 
with  Coffac  troopers.  The  road  from  this 
place  to  Peterhoff  is  clofe  by  the  fhore, 
through  a  deep  fand,  and  wild  forefts ; 
yet  here,  to  gladden  the  dreary  journey, 
we  meet  with  fome  Gentlemens'  country 
feats.  1  arrived  at  laft  at  the  village  of 
Peterhoff  and,  pafling  under  the  fliade  of 
an  avenue  of  branching  trees,  in  which 
are  built  fevcral  handfome  wooden  houfes, 
for  the  accommodation  of  the  Court,  when 
Her  Imperial  Majefty  refides  at  the  Palace 
of  Peterhoff,  I  faw  this  famous  lodging 
before  me. 

The  Palace  of  Peterhoff,  bearing  the 
name  of  its  great  founder,  is  fituated  upon 
a  rifing  ground}  the  gardens  extending 
from  the  Palace  to  the  fea  fliore,  Peterhoff 
is  a  long  narrow  building,  and,  for  the 
time  it  was  built,  elegant.  It  has  only  one 
range  of  apartments,  but  thefe  are  hand- 
fome and  fuperb.  This  was  the  Imperial 
Hamlet  of  Peter.  It  was  a  great  ftretch 
of  his  magnificence  in  things  only  orna- 
D  d  4  mental, 
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mental,  when  he  laid  the  foundations  of 
Peterhoff :  it  was  intended  for  the  enter- 
tainment of  Foreign  Ambaflad*ors,  rather 
than  for  his  own  convenience. 

Peter  was  never  at  eafe  in  his  robes ; 
the  hatchet  and  fword  were  always  in  his 
mind,  and  he  fometimes  forgot  himfelf  fo 
far,  as  to  invite  the  Ambafladors  to  aflift 
him  in  cutting  down  trees  for  his  Dock- 
Yards  !  He  was  another  Uncle  Toby,  but 
-  his  plans  were  not  to.  be  executed  in  lefs. 
bounds  th^an  thofe  which  the  univerfe  af- 
forded! 

In  this  houfe  are  pictured  the  naval 
triumphs  of  Ruflia,  facred  to  the  memo- 
ry of  its  firft  inhabitant,  and  Creator  of 
the  Navy — the  defeat  of  the  Turkilh 
fleet,  in  the  Archipelago,  and  their  total 
destruction  in  the  Bay  of  Tfchefme,  by  the 
Ruffian  fleet,  under  the  command  of  Count 
Alexis  Orlow.  The  Turkifh  fleet,  the 
town  and  fqrtrefs  of  Tfchefme  were  to- 
tally deitroyed,  and  here  they  appear  ftill 
burning  upon  the  canvafs  1  But  the  grand 
Ruffian 
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Ruffian  collection  of  ftatues  and  paintings 
is  deposited  in  the  Palace  of  Zarlko  Zelo. 

The  famous  John  Barclay,  in  the  be- 
ginning of  the  laft  century,  wrote  a  book 
which  he  entitled  Icon  Animorum — A 
Pi&ure  of  Minds  ;  or  the  CharaBers  of  Na- 
tions. Were  fuch  a  book  as  this,  or  even 
ihort  Sketches  of*  national  characters  and 
cuftoms,  accompanied  by  paintings,  re- 
prefenting  the  various  coftumes,  dreffes,  at- 
titudes, ordinary  amulements  and  occupa- 
tions of  the  people  of  different  countries 
>— rthe  ftudy  pf  moftern  hiftory,  as  well 
as  of  the  influence  of  climate,  food,  and 
manners,  in  the  formation  of  the  counte- 
nance and  ftature,  and  of  phyfiognomy, 
too,  if  there  be  fuch  a  fcience,  would  be 
facilitated,  and  extended  to  an  aftoniihing 
degree.  The  painted  figures,  compared 
and  contrafted  with  each  other,  would 
convey  inftru&ion,  by  a  kind  of  intuitive 
difcernment,  and  all  the  powers  of  the 
mind  would  be  enlivened.  Even  without 
any  written  account,  an  aflemblage  of  the 
phy- 
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phy  fiognomics,  features;,  drefles ,  and  fhapes 
of  all  nations*  in  all  countries,  with  the 
moft  habitual  attitudes  of  their  members, 
would  prefenr,  of  itfelf,  a  noble  field'  of 
fpeculation,  and  contribute  very  much  to 
the  advancement  of  the  moft  mterefting 
fciencc— the  fcience  of  man. 

This  magnificent  defign  might  be  at- 
tempted, not  without  &  degree  of  fuccefs, 
by  the  graving  tool.  But  there  are  feveral 
particulars  in  the  picture  of  nations,  that 
cannot  be  hit  off  by  the  Engraver,  though 
they  may  be  reprefented,  with  gnat  feli- 
city, hf  the  Painter— fuch  as  the  tints  and 
{hades  of  complexion,  the  appearance  of 
the  Iky,  the  colour  of  the  foliage,  and  other 
natural  objects,  that  kam  the  ground  ori 
which  the  human  figures  ar-e  introduced. 

.  Such  a  Tableau  des  Nations  would  be  an 
aft  of  munificence  to  the  Muies*  worthy 
of  the  prefent  Emprefs-  of  Rufiia.  As 
there  is  no  Sovereign  Prinee-who  (ways- the 
fceptre  over  fo  many  nations*  fo  there  is 
none 
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none  to  whom  the  world  can  fo  naturally 
look  up  for  fo  grand  and  fo  various  a  pic- 
ture. The  Emperors  of  China,  in  their 
extenfive  and  magnificent  gardens,  endea- 
vour to  exhibit,  as  it  were,  a  miniature 
picture  of  the  natural  world :  it  would  be 
anobjectworthyofCatherinell.  to  enrich 
the  Republic  of  Art,  and  alfo  that  of 
Science,  by  a  delineation  of  moral  cha- 
racter. 

And  that  fo  ftriking  and  inftruftive  ail 
exhibition  might  not  be  confined  to  one 
Palace,  let  it  be  multiplied  (for  the  gene- 
rous indulgence  of  the  Emprefs  would 
readily  agree  to  this)  by  the  Poiygrapbjc 
Society,  whofe  art,  by  a  courfe  of  pro- 
gref&ve  improvement,  has  been  carried  to- 
a.  pitch  of  incredible,  and  almoft  miracu- 
lous  perfection :  their  pictures  have  done 
them  great  honour  on  the  Continent— 
and  fuch  a  Tableau  as  has  juft  been  de- 
fcribed,  though  the  moil:  various  and  com- 
prehenfive  ever  conceived,  could  not  fail 
to  reward  the  ingenious  labour  of  the  Ar- 
tiftfe 

Pe- 
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PeterhofF  is  the  naval  houfe  of  Ruffia ; 
Oranicnbaum,  the  military  houfe.  In  this 
laft  is  a  fine  painting,  reprefenting  the 
glorious  battle  of  Pultowa,in  which  too  the 
original  builder  of  the  manfion,  Menzi- 
koff,  performed  a  principal  part.  Every 
thing  belonging  to  this  Alexander,  has 
been  confecrated  to  military  ufe. 

The  gardens  are  In  the  fame  ftyle  with 
the  others :  the  ftatucs  of  Gods  and 
Godefles  keep  centry  at  every  turning,  and 
cafcades  roll  down  gilded  flairs,  in  place 
of  rocks,  which  are  a  fcarce  commodity  in 
this  province  j  and  every  cafcade,  and 
brook,  and  lake,  have  their  Guardian  Dei- 
ties. PeterhofF  Gardens  prefent  a  picture 
of  Lapland  mythology.  Neptune  is  placed 
upon  his  car  in  a  nfli-pond,  drawn  by  fea 
horfes,  and,  as  ufual,  the  Courtiers  fwim- 
ming  round  their  Sovereign,  and  founding 
his  praifes  through  cockle  fhells.  I  could 
not  help  addreffing  His  Majefty,  to  obtain 
his  good  graces  and  favour,  as  I  intended 
foon  to  embark  for  Old  England. 

The 
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The  arts  and  fciences  never  approached 
Ruffia,  until  thefe  ftatues  appeared.  They 
arefacred,  and  the  arm  that  removes  them 
ihall  wither  from  its  moulder.  The  gar- 
dens mould  likewifc  be  preferved  in  their 
prefent  irate. 

Upon  the  banks  of  a  fmall  lake,  near 
the  more,  is  a  houie  in  which  Peter  ufual- 
ly  refided,  and  enjoyed  himfelf  in  living 
without  that  pomp,  which  his  refidence  in 
the  larger  manfion  obliged  him  to  amime. 
Here  the  fervants  mow  the  iiihing  and  hunt- 
ing accoutrements  of  the  Emperor,  and  the 
utenfils  of  cookery  with  which  this  hero 
dreffed  his  beef-ftakes !  I  fufpeft  that  they 
are  only  copies  of  the  original,  which,  no 
doubt,  are  removed  into  fafer  cuftody. 
The  fervants,  no  doubt,  make  money  of 
thefe  reh'&Si  the  reverence  for  the  memo- 
ry of  Peter  will  increafe  the  price,  and  the 
guards  have,  unquestionably,  cheated  as 
many  as  the  watchmen  at  the  tomb  of  the 
Prophet. 

In 
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In  the  lake  are  a  great  variety  of  fifh ; 
perch,  carp,  and  other  kinds.  It  is  not 
-permitted  to  any  one  to  throw  a  hook, 
and  the  finny  tribe  are  fo  familiar,  from 
this  good  ufage,  that  they  will  take  a  bit 
of  bread  almoft  out  of  your  hand. 

I  went  to  fee  the  Diamond  Mills.  To 
■this  manufactory  are  brought  the  precious 
{tones  found  in  Siberia  aad  other  parts. 

Near  Peterhoff,  and  in  the  midft  of  a 
■foreflr,  is  a  garden  executed  in  the  modern 
Englifli  tafte — a  very  delightful  fpot;  and 
when  the  natural  flatncfs  of  the  ground 
is  confidered,  it  is  amazing  what  art  and 
tafte  have  been  exerted  in  finishing  it.— 
Here  are  winding  rivulets,  caicades  dafh- 
ing  over  mofs-clad  rocks,  antique. bridges, 
temples,  ruins,  and  cottages.  In  one  of 
the  huts  I  found  a  collection  of  prints, 
•from  the  fubject  of  Sterne's  Sentimental 
-journey :  La  Flcurt  dapple  teemed  to  be 
running  off  with  the  jack  boots,  to  the 
Pole.  In  this  garden  is  building  a  new 
Palace  for  the  Grand  Duke. 

At 
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At  Perterhoff,  the  elegant  road,  for- 
merly noticed,  begins,  and  continues  from 
this  Palace  to  the  gates  of  the  capital. — 
The  verft  pillars  are  built  of  granite  and 
marble.  This  road  is  level  as  a  bowling- 
green  :  the  dittaoce  to  Petersburg  is  twen- 
ty-fix verfts,  or  eighteen  miles.  Streljna 
Palace  is  nine  verfts  from  Peterhoff,  and 
fevgnteen  from  the  metropolis. 

I  am  forry  to  inform  you  of  the  failure 

of  Mr.  G e  S 1,  one  of  the  Britifh 

Factors  here.  His  character,  among  his 
countrymen,  and  among  the  Ruffians,  was, 
and  frill  is,  highly  efteemed.  If  the  Ara- 
bafiadors  at  Foreign  Courts  were  employed 
in  affording  patronage  and  affiftance  to 
thofeiubjects  of  their  refpective  Sovereigns, 
fettled  abroad,  who  do  honour  to  their 
nation,  they  would  be  more  ufefully  en- 
gaged than  at  prefent,  in  being  the  Agents 
of  war,  and  of  the  intrigues  of  their  Ca- 
binets. 
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LETTER   XXXIX. 

The  Abbe"  Chafpe  D'Auterocbe  bis  invidious. 

Account  of  the  Rufsiarts — The  vague  Ac- 
counts given  by  late  Travellers,  and  the 
Caufeofit — CharaSter  of  the  Rujsians. 

Ingria,  June,  1790. 

It  is  to  be  regretted,  that  the  molt  able 
Writers  upon  this  Empire,  have  either 
given  way  to  prejudice,  or,  on  the  con- 
trary, were  not  at  liberty  to  fpeak  freely. 
Travellers  of  our  own  nation,  from  whom 
we  might  have  expected  the  bcft  accounts, 
port  along  with  fuch  rapidity,  that  they 
feldom  mention  what  is  moll  material  for 
us  to  know :  they  fill  up  volumes  with 
tedious  hiftorical  fcrapsj  which,  however 
valuable,  are  not  to  the  purpofe.  The  ob- 
jects of  a  Traveller  and  of  an  Hiftorian 
are  different.  The  Abbe  Chappe  D'Aute- 
roche, 
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rWhe,'tho'ugh  he.traVelled  wlth'the  utnidffi 
expedition-  in  Ruffiaf,  -was  determined'  td 
decide  upon1  the  character  of  tHt?  nation; 
He  fetms  i»  have  Viewed  the  faults  of  the1 
Ruffians  with  the  fatnc- telefcope  through1 
which  he  obferved  the  tranfit  of  Venus,  at 
Tobohk'i  :  '■■"-'    ;  -'  .'--.!"; 

t  am  ftiil  at  a  lofs  tit  fpeak:.<Mahriy  of 
the  character  of  4he"  Ruffians :  ;'isJ  it  fair 
to  judge  of  a  whole  nation,  by  the  hete- 
rogeneous mixture  pF  people  inPettHburgj 
a  new  metropolis?1  What  are  we  to  dor* 
Shall  we  rely  upon  the  accounts- given  us 
by  foreigners,  refiding  in  Peteriburg  ?— 
Thefe  are  only  acquainted  and  connected! 
with  the  low*  Traders  among  the  Ruffians, 
who  are,  perhaps,  as  keen  in  their  dealings' 
as  arty  people.  Would  it  be  fair  to  judge 
of  the  nations  of  Europe,  by  the  hetero- 
geneous famples  to  be  found  in  the  ware- 
houfes  here  ? 

Peterfburg  is  only  -the  advanced  guard 

of  the  .Ruffian  Empire.     We  mult  refrain 

E  a  from 
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tram  pointed  critkifms  qpon  the  charafte* 
pf  the  natives,  until  we  have  vifited  them 
at  head  quarters— in  their  private  recedes, 
in  their  villages,  in  the  kingdoms  of  Kiow, 
of  Mofcow,  of  Tivens,  and  of  Novogorod. 

The  Abbe  D'Autroche  refufes  diem  any 
title  to  ingenuity ;  but  unfortunately,  he 
gives,  as  a  proof  of  his  aflertion,  what 
proves  exactly  the  reverie ; 

«*  In  the  Ruffian  armies,"  lays  he, "  the 
"  neceflary  tradefmen  are  not  taken  out 
"  of  the  (hops  of  artificers,  but  a  recruit: 
"  is,  by  the  officer,  deftined  to  exercife  any 
H  particular  art,  to  which,  from  his.  fi?e 
"  and  fhape,  he  appears  to  be  bell  adapt- 
"  ed :  a  lockfman,  for  inftance,  is.  wanted 
"  in  the  company,  a.  recruit  has  a  lock  put 
"  into  his  hands,  as  a  model,  and  he  is 
"ordered  to  make  onq  like  it.  This  word 
"  of  command  he  executes,  we  are  told, 
"  with  the  greateft  addrefs :  it  is  only  ne- 
"  ceuary  that  the  model  be  perfect  in  its 
"  kind;  he  would  qtherwife  copy  it,  with. 
"  all  its  molt  glaring  defects." 

It 
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It  might  be  anfwered  to  the  Abbe,  the 
foldicr  beiri  g  ordered  to  make  the  one  lock 
like  tile  other,  did  right  in  making  k  ex- 

ft£tyf0. 

The  Abbi' allows  thit  the  Ruffians  are; 
excellent  at  imitation )  and  if  the  inftance' 
he  is  pleafed  to  mention  in  a  common  pea* 
fent,  is  not  a  proof  of  ingenuity,  it  will 
be  hard  to  define  what  is  meant  by  the 
word.  Let  a  lock,  in  the  fame  manner, 
be  put  into  the  hands  of  a  French  or  Eng- 
lifli  pealant,  they  would  fail  even  in  co- 
pying the  defeftSi  The  Abb€  D'Autro- 
che  attributes  this  imaginary  want  of  m- 
telieft  to  theif  flat  country  and  hot  ftoves : 
but  he  grants  that  they  are  capable  of  be" 
ing  taught.  Is  this  any  proof  of  poverty 
of  mind?  Did  the  Abbe"  teach  himfelf  the 
knowledge  of  the  planets,  or  was  he  obliged 
to  fome  fyftein  of  others  ?  He,  no  doubt, 
made  improvements,  from  his  own  obfer- 
vations  j  butthen,  hehad  been  taken  from 
a  work*fhop,  and  was  not  a  raw  recruit. 

£  e  2  The 
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The:Ruflians  arc,  at  this  day,  children 
in  the  arts :  yet,  comparatively  with  other 
nations,  they  have  made  quicker  improve- 
ments fince  the  date  of  their  firfl  attempt. 
—A  Traveller,  without  much  ingenuity, 
may  find  out  a  wide  field  for  criticifrn, 
without  touching  on  the  dull  brains  of  the 
inhabitants.  The  young  generation  are 
full  of  life  and  fire,  and  rcfcmble  much 
the-  Englifh  youth  of  the  fame  age- 
In  this  latitude,  it  is  fairer  to  judge  of  the 
capability  of  the  nation  by  the  fon  than 
by  the  father,  and  before  local  evils  have 
laid  hold,,  as  it  were;  of  their  characters.: 
— jThfir  inordinate  defire  for  money  is 
ftrange,  if  it  be  true,  that  they  hqty  it  by 
fo  precarious  a  tenor  as  the  will  of  their. 
Lords.  Nothing  but  their  love  of  brandy : 
exceeds  this;  and  for  nothing  elfe  will  they 
voluntarily  part  with  cafh  I 

The  love  of  money  pervades  the  higher 

ranks,  if  we  can  call  it  a  love  of  money  to . 

wifh- for  it  only  to  have  the  pleafureof 

Spending  it.  The  Nobility  are  fond  of  pomp, 

and. 
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and,  in  order  to  fupport  it,  gold  is  wanted. 
The  Court  of  Ruflia  has  been  long- fa- 
mous for  its  iplendor.  ■  The  connection 
of  this  Empire  with  India,  in  former  tim.e$t 
gave  Ruflia  the  means,  as  well  as  the  tafte 
for  eaftern  magnificence.  The  -modern 
Knoezes  inherit,  from  their  fathers  at  Mos- 
cow, the  tafte;  but  modem  extravagance 
exhaufts  the  means :  and  this- fometimes 
occafions  an  avaricious  conduit,  from 
which  the  worft  impreflions  have  been  re- 
ceived.of  the  Nobles  and  Princes.  The 
vanity  of  military  rank  puts  it  out  of 
their  power  to  increafe  their  fortunes, 
which  a  ftrict  attention  to  their  peafants 
and  eftates  would  foon  change  for  the 
better. 

From  this  neglect  arifes  a  dependance 
upon  Government,  and  upon  great  men 
in  office — a  burthen  to  all  parties.  Their 
fituation  is  the  fame  with  the  Nobility  of 
other  nations,  where  military  parade  and 
war  are  deemed  more  honourable  than 
the  arts  of  peace.  Yet,  even  in  our  weaU 
E  e  3  thy 
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(fay  ifland,  the  ejtravagance  of  the  higher 
ranks  is  not  to  be  fupported  by  the  mpA 
affluent  fortunes,  and  too  mjny  of  «h«a 
depend  upon  the  Court. 

After  having  fquandered.  their  fortunes 
among  the  Public,  they  become  Pen- 
sioners upon  thofe  ?vhom  they  had  thuf 

patronifcd, 
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LETTER   XL. 

Of  the  plan  adopted  hy  Catherine  IT.  fir  the 
gradual  Emancipation  of  the  Ruffian  Pea- 
fantry — Manners  and  Cujloms  of  the  Ruf- 
Jans — The  Simplicity  of  tbi  Religion  of 
the  Peqfantry. 


Ingrii,  June,  1790. 

.Before  we  beftow  the  appellation  of 
barbarous  upon  the  Ruffians — before  we 
even  call  them  flares,  it  will  be  fair  to  look 
round  among  the  other  nations  of  Europe, 
and  inquire  what  are  the  virtues  and  liber- 
ties which  they  boaft  of?  If  the  raoft  civi- 
lized are  the  mod  luxurious,  which  it  might 
be  eafy  to  prove,  they  cannot  be  either  vir- 
tuous or  free.  We  ihall  find,  that  luxury 
has  debauched  every  European  nation; 
and  that  thofe  who  boaft  moft  of  liberty, 
are  loaded  with  taxes,  occasioned  by  the 
Ee4  wars, 
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wars  of  ambitious  Minifters,  fupportcd  by 
venal  reprefentation  of  venal  electors !  If 
this  be  the  Situation  of  the  moft  powerful, 
and  the  freeft  nation  upon  earth,  it  will 
take  away  from  the  odious  ftigma  of 
Slave,  and  barbarian,  fo  liberally  given  to 
a  happy  race  of  men.  I  may  here  obServe, 
that  the  people  being  the  root  and  Stem  of 
constitutions  and  laws,  they  mull  firft 
amend  themfelves,  before  they  can  expect 
any  good  reformation.  To  begin  by  lopr. 
ping  branches,  is  a  ridiculous  procefs. 

The  lituation  of  the  Ruffians,  in  regard 
to  freedom  and  civilization,  is  juft  what  it 
ought  to  be,  or  might  naturally  be  ex- 
pecked,  in  their  prefent  circumftances, 
which  have  been  the  circumstances  of  eve- 
ry other  nation,  in  their  turn. 

I  have  feen  learned  treatife?  upon  the 
fubjeft  of  Slavery,  by  thole  who  have  ne- 
ver feen  a  flave.  They  recommend  to 
tear  the  bandages  at  once  from  eyes  which 
have  long  remained  in  darknefs,  and  ex- 
pofe 
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pofc  them,  at  once,  to  the  beams  ef  th<? 
meridian  fun,  Jt  may  be  as  well,  and  as. 
prudent,  gradually  to  prepare  the  way  tQ 
freedom,  by  implanting  principles  of  moi 
rality  in  their  minds,  in  order  to  give  them, 
juft  ideas  of  the  principles  and  particulars; 
in  which  liberty  confifts,  and  of  their  du- 
ties to  God  and  men :  in  fhoxt ,  to  free  the 
mind  before  the  body.  This  is  the  field 
in  which  the  Political  Reformer  mould  la- 
bour. It  is  only  by  the  gradual  matura- 
tion of  moral  caufes,  that  rude  and  lavage 
nature  is  to  be  trained  up  to  the  exercife, 
of  virtue,  and  the  enjoyment  of  liberty. 

Let  them  firft  be  made  capable  of  being 
good  members  of  what  we  call  civilized, 
fociety,  or  let  them  remain  as  they  are,  lefs, 
luxurious,  lefs  vicious,  and,  if  you  will, 
lefs  polUhed  and  free  than  we  are. 

Her  Imperial  Majefty,  in  cftablifhing 

foundling  hospitals  in  many  different  parts 

of  the  empire,  eftablifhes,  with  them,  a 

nurfery  of  freedom.  In  thefe,  the  children 

of 
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of  as  many  as  pleafe  are  received  and  edu- 
cated, and  put  to  apprentice  (hip,  to  any 
trade  they  may  chufe,  when  they  arrive  at 
a  proper  age ;  and  they,  are  thenceforth, 
in  every  rdpect  free.  The  new  fchools, 
planted  in  every  part  of  Ruffia,  for  the 
education  of  youth,  equally  ferve  to  pro- 
mote the  caufe  of  liberty.  Her  Imperial 
Majefty  -vas  even  willing  to  give  liberty 
by  more  rapid  means;  and  in  the  firft 
outline  of  her  new  code  of  laws,  a  claufe 
was  inserted,  which  would  have  nearly 
emancipated  the  peafantry:  but  it  was 
foon  found  neceflary  to  eraie  this  clauie, 
for  the  peace  and  fafety  of  the  nation.  I 
will  recommend  to  the  Ruffian  Nobles  and 
Gentry,  landed  proprietors,  a  mode  of  li- 
berating their  peafantry,  which  cannot  be 
attended  with  any  danger,  or  with  any  loft 
to  them.  Let  them  put  a  price  upon  free* 
dom  -,  let  them,  raife  a  mark  for  their  pea- 
santry to  ftrivetQ  gain,  byindnftry.  Were 
it  even  iool.  per  head,  the  peafantry  would 
fbon  emancipate  themfelves,  by  permitting 
them,  as  at  prefent,  to  enter  into  trade. 
The 
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The  Ruffians  engaged  in  trade  are  not  in* 
clincd  to  drunkennefs,  to  fuch  a  degree  at 
the  common  peafant  in  the  country,  bu£ 
generally  fober  and  active. 

Her  Imperial  Majefty,  in  building  the 
city  of  Sophia,  near  the  Palace  of  Zarfko 
Zek>,  fo  called  after  her  maiden  name, 
which  was  changed  to  Catherine  upon  her 
marriage,  defigned  to  make  this  infant 
city  an  afylum  for  the  Ruffian  peasantry 
who  were  opprefled  by  their  Lords,  or  who 
wiflicd  for  liberty.  It  was  foon  found, 
however,  that  none  but  the  moft  profligate 
and  idle  came  to  inhabit  Sophia,  and  that 
the  peafants  confidercd  Sophia  only  as  the 
means  of  obliging  their  Lords  to  agree  to 
all  their  demands,  by  threatening  to  go 
there  to  refide.  The  afylum  was  confe- 
quently  fhut  up.  One  circumfrance,  how- 
ever, occurred,  which  points  out  an  ex- 
cellent plan  for  emancipating  thofc  who 
really  deferve  liberty.  A  Ruffian  peafant 
had  made  a  coniiderable  fortune  in  trade : 
he  offered  his  Lord  a  price  for  his  free* 
dom: 
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dom :  this  was  refufed,  the  proprietor  ex* 
pe&ing,  no  doubt,  to  fleece  the  (lave  of 
all  he  was  worth.  The  peafant,  though} 
a  new  city  was  open  for  his  reception, 
ftill.  endeavoured  to  procure  freedom  by 
purchafe,  When  every  attempt  failed,  he 
went  to  Sophia,  where  he  now  refides,  and 
at  preient  pays  annually  to  Government  to 
the  amount  of  feveral  thoufands  fterling, 
duties  for  articles  in  which  ho  traffics. — - 
The  city  of  Sophia  mould  ftill  be  a  refuge 
'for  luch,  and  for  fuch  only.  Fix  the  price 
of  freedom :  give  a  flave  a  fmall  property 
in  land,  or  pecuHwn,  as  among  the  Ro- 
mans of  old  and  our  WefUlndia  Settle- 
ments at  this  day,  with  fome  time  for  cul- 
tivating it,  and  nothing  more  is  wanting 
to  every  purpofe — both  that  of  humanity 
-to  the  Slave,  and  juflice  to  the  Matter. 

A  common  peafant,  if  he  can  make  a 
fhift  to  live,  and  to: pay  his  rent,  has  no 
other  inducement  to  fpur  him  to  induftry; 
And  as  that  is  done  without  much  ex-<- 
ertion,  he  falls  into  every  vice  of  flavery. 
Hold 
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Hold  up  to  him  freedom,  bat  not  luxury; 
as  a  fpur  to  induftry. .  -' 

When  this  mark  is  fixed,  their  exertion. 
to  attain, it  will  render  them  induftripusj 
and  this*  habit  of  induftry  will  render  them 
capable,  and' deferring  of  freedom.  They 
will  have  the  more  value  for  this,  that  it 
has  colt  them  dear,  and  naturally  receive 
the  idea,  that,  by  a  continuance  of  their 
iyiduftry,  they  will  belt  preferve  their  li- 
berties. 

.  The  landholders  need  not  be  in  any  ter- 
ror that  his  eftates  will  be  deferted  by.  this 
emancipation  of  the  flave,  if,  when  eman- 
cipated, they  wilt  give  them'  fmall  farms, 
at  moderate  rents,  payable  in  money.-  The 
Ruffians  are,  perhaps,  more  attached  to 
their  country  than  any  people :  they  can- 
not all  engage  in  trade ;  and  a  fufficient 
number  will  become  farmers,  when  they  can 
call  their  own  what  remains  in  their  barns 
after  paying  their  rent !  Their  active  ttif* 
pofitions  incline  them  rather  to  commerce 
than 
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thin  agriculture,  from  the  quick  return 
of  profit  j  but  a  Ruffian  will  accommodate 
himfelf  to  any  fituation  where  money  is 
certainly  to  be  made,  which  he  has  not  in 
his  prefent  fituation.  And  it  would  be 
more  honourable  to  the  Ruffian  Nobility 
to  be  fupported  by  revenues  derived  front 
the  induftry  of  freemen,  than  from  the  la- 
bour of  flaves )  which,  however,  muft  of 
neceflity  be  the  cafe  for  fome  time  longer: 
for  ilavery,  after  all,  whatever  hot-headed 
Fanatics  may  fay  or  write,  is  abfolutely 
one  of  the  ftages  through  which  tribes  and 
nations  of  men  are  deftined  to  pafs,  into 
free  and  nobler  fyftenu. 

Travellers  into  Ruffia  have  defcribed  the 
fervile  demeanour  of  the  Ruffian  flave, 
particularly  in  his  mode  of  falutation,  in 
bowing  his  head  to  the  earth  >  and  they 
feem  to  reft  upon  this,  as  a  mark  of  a 
flavifh  mind.  But  we  mould  not  judge  of 
people  by  fo  vague  a  proof  as  a  peculiar 
mode  of  falutation,  or  compliment.  The 
Ruffian  has  as  much  meaning  in  this  fa- 
lute, 
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lute,  as  we  have  in  fubferibing  ourielvo 
the  moft  humble  fervants  of  one  another, 
in  letters.  Bcfides,  a  Ruffian  onlyobferves 
thia  piece  of  politenefs  to  his  fuperior,  his 
commander,  or  one  on  whom  he  has  im- 
mediate dependance  t  and  at  the  very  time 
be  is  bowing  bimfclf,  he  familiarly  calls 
them  brothers,  as  they  alio  call  him,  if 
they  were  the  greateft  Princes  in  the  Em- 
pire.   A  Ruffian  feldom  lifts  his  hat,  to 
any  perfpn  above  his  own  rank,  unlefs  he 
knows  him,  and  depends,  in  fome  degree, 
upon  his  favour:  but  they  are  punctual 
in  this  common  falutcto  thofeof  the  lame 
rank  with  themfelves :  they  are  conftantly 
bowing  to  one  another,  and  a  ftranger, 
who  does  not  inquire  farther,  connders  all 
this  as.  a  proof  of  fcrvility.    A  Traveller, 
marching  through  Ruffia,  will  receive  more 
falutes  of  this  kind  from  the  pealantry,  if 
he  is  cloated  in  a  flieep's  Ikin,  and  a  beard 
appending  to  his  face,  than  if  he  were 
dreued.in  purple. 

Thefe  inftances  of  their  cuftoms,  are 
proofs  of  a  very  noble  fpirit  in  the  natives. 

*  I  Can- 
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X  ttflnot  help'  obferving  here,  that  the 
Ruffian  women  areas  elegant  in  their  man- 
ner of  faluting,  as  the  men  are  aukward : 
putting  both  hands  upon  their  breaftj  they 
gently  incline  their  head,  with  the  utmoft 
grace  and  eale  i .  and-  a  cottage  girl  will  ac- 
quit herfclf  as  handfpmely  as  a  Dutcheis. 
Nature  has  given .  all  the  Ruffian  females 
a  molt  bewitching  manner  of  addrefs* 
which  is  in  dircft  contrail  with  the  rough* 
blunt  male  peafant,  who,  except  in  the  ar- 
ticle of  bowing,  nearly  refembles  the  Bear, 
whofe  fur  he  wears.  Mr.Wraxall,  how-* 
ever,  complained,  that  in  his  journey  of 
4000  miles,  he  could  not  obtain  a  fmgle 
lots  from  any  of  the  ladies  near  the  Pole, 
unlefs  from  an  old  Swedifh-  Dutchefs, 
wanting  the  teeth.  This  muft  have  been 
owing  to  the  hafty  manner  of  amorous 
youth,  fince  the  Rev.  Mr.  Coxe  gives  us  a 
minute  detail  of  the  regular  approaches  to 
the  lips  of  the  northern  damfels  j  no  doubt, 
for  the  inftru&ion  of  thofeof  his  country- 
men who  may  vifit  Scandinavia  1 

The 
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The  effeft  of  climate,  and  local  caufes, 
upon  men  and  manners,  is  wonderful  I 
Man  fecms  to  take  the  very  complexion  of 
his  body  from  that  of  the  earth  where  he 
is  fituated. 

Yet  in  thefe  frozen  regions  they  have 
found  out  a  method,  in  fome  particulars, 
to  counteract  the  effect  of  climate.  I  have 
already  obferved,  that  the  Ruffians  are  not 
fuch  fools  as  to  ftuver,  like  many  of  our 
countrymen,  under  flight  clothing,  even 
in  the  rigours  of  cold.  The  higher  clafles 
are  wrapt  clofe  in  furs,  the  lower  in  the 
woolly  ikins  of  fheep ;  a  kind  of  natural 
fleecy  hofiery,  one  of  the  molt  important 
articles  of  Britifh  manufacture,  which  was 
firfl  brought  into  notice  by  the  late  Lord 
Heathfield,  a  philofopher  as  well  as  great 
military  Commander,  not  only  as  affording 
a  moft  comfortable  degree  of  warmth,  but 
as  a  moft  efficacious  remedy  againft  rheu- 
matifm  and  the  gout.  The  plan  now  in 
agitation,  for  difleminating  knowledge, 
entcrprife,  and  induftry,  at  the  northern 
Ff  ana* 
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and  weftera '  extremities  of  Britain,  by 
translating  one  of  the  Colleges  at  Aber- 
deen to  Invernefs,  or  perhaps  Dingwall, 
and  converting  the  empty  building  into  a 
manufactory  of  the  fine  Scotch  wool  into 
garments  of  the  fleecy  hofiery  kind,  fo  well 
adapted  to  northern  latitudes,  under  the 
aufpices  of  the  patentees  of  that  ufeful  in- 
vention, who  are  men  of  liberal  minds,  is 
highly  worthy  of  all  poflible  encourage- 
ment. The  run  from  Aberdeen  to  the 
Baltic,  where,  and  particularly  at  Peterf- 
burg,  the  demand  for  fleecy  hofiery  gar- 
ments, when  once  known,  will  be  great,  is 
ihort  and  eafy, 

Theancient  Scandinavians  had  not  found 
out  the  art  of  heating  their  houfes  by  ftoves, 
and  the  cold  they  fuffered  made  them  chafte 
in  Winter!  All  fublime  hiftorians,  inprofe 
and  verfe,  have  therefore  reprefented  Chaf- 
tiry  as  cold,  and  dreffed  herin  virgin fnow, 
and  icicles.  The  Poets  flated  the  Temple 
of  Diana  with  pieces  of  ice.  The  Ruffian 
cabins  are  fo  many  hot-houfes,  which, 
added 
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added  to  their  baths,  have  created,  in  both 
fcxcs,  the  moil  amorous  difpofitions :  and 
they  cohabit  together  at  as  early  an  age  as 
the  natives  of  Indoftan. 

The  Germans,  Danes,  Swedes,  and 
Norwegians,  having  likewife  the  ftove, 
preferve  the  Summer  heat  in  the  bleak 
months,  and  are  fond  hufbands  and  gallants 
all  the  year.  Britons  are  moulded  by  other 
caufes.  Without  ftoves,  and  without 
clothes,  no  nation  fufFers  fo  much  from 
cold.  It  is  furprifing,  then,  that  we  are 
not  as  famous  for  our  chaftity  as  for  our 
courage. 

Liberty  is  the  ftove  which  warms  us  I 
Liberty  gives  commerce  -—  commerce, 
wealth — wealth,  ■  luxury — and  luxury,  an 
amorous  complexion. 

As  the  Ruffian  peafant  is  bound  to  the 

eftate,  the  eftate  is  no  lefs  bound  to  him. 

Every  Ruffian  landholder  muft  pay  his 

taxes  to  Government,  and  maintain  them, 

Ff  2  by 
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by  giving  the  ruftics  a  fufficient  portion 
of  land.  The  proprietor,  no  doubt,  ex- 
acts a  rent;  but  fometimes  the  peafant 
ufes  the  freedom  to  drink  his  crop,  and 
the  Lord  has  no  recourfe  but  to  the  whip. 
A  Ruffian  peafant,  of  the  genuine  breed, 
will  rifle  a  beating,  at  any  time,  for  a  pint 
of  brandy. 

It  has  been  obferved,  that  the  natural 
difpofition  of  men  is  beft  discovered  when 
they  are  in  liquor.  If  this  is  the  cafe,  I 
can  terrify  the  good  temper  of  the  Ruffians. 
When  they  are  drunk,  they  continue  kiff-? 
ing  one  another,  until  they  turn  fober. 
Their  lips  are  in  conftant  motion,  either 
emptying  the  bottle,  tinging,  or  preffing 
the  mouths  of  their  bearded  brothers.— 
The  ladies,  too,  of  the  hwer  clajfes,  fome- 
times indulge  in  libations  to  Bacchus ! — 
However  overpowered  they  may  be,  male 
or  female,  by  the  juice  of  barley,  they  ne- 
ver negleft  to  crofs  themfelves  when  they 
come  near  to  a  church. 

•      ■         .  The 
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The  Ruflians,_  like  the  great  mett  of 
Other  nations,  leave  their  religion  in  the 
hands  of  the  Priefts,  and  pay  them  for 
taking  charge  of  it.  The  Clergy  read  the 
fcrvice  and  ting  hymns,  joined  by  a  chofen 
band  of  chorifters.  The  audience  attend, 
in  rcfpc&ful  fdence.  The  Priefts  read-the 
fervice  with  fuch  expedition,  as  if  they 
were  afraid  that  the  audience  mould  un- 
derstand it;  and  indeed  if  one  diftincl 
word  reach  the  ear  of  any  of  the  congre- 
gation, they  have  reafon  to  be  proud  of 
their  quick  hearing. 

A  Ruffian  contents  himfelf,  if  he  is  a 
good  man,  with  his  good  works :  his  re- 
ligious duties  confift  in  croffing  himfelf. 
When  he  comes  out  of  doors  in  the  morn- 
ing, the  firft  thing  he  does  is  to  crofs  him- 
felf, turning  towards  any  church  within 
fight,  or  to  the  found  of  any  bell  within 
hearing.  When  he  eats  or  drinks,  he  croffes 
himfelf  before  and  after  meals.  When  he 
letts-his  fledge  for  hire,  he  croffes  himfelf 
upon  receiving  the  fare.  When  he  begins 
Ff3  a  jour* 
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a  journey,  when  he  enters  any  houfe, 
when  any  thing  remarkable  occurs,  as  be- 
ing informed  of  the  death  of  a  relation  or 
acquaintance,  a  thunder  ftorra,  or  what- 
ever fuddenly  ftrikes  his  attention,  he 
crofles  himfelf.  The  Ruffian  beggars,  of 
whom,  indeed,  there  are  few  in  Ruflia,  as 
every  cftatc  maintains  its  peafantry,  have 
the  moft  humble  manner  of  crofling  thera- 
felves,  and  the  moft  interefting  humility 
of  demeanour,  in  aiking  charity,  that  can 
be  imagined.  Upon  a  holy-day,  they  place 
themfelves  before  the  churches,  upon  their 
knees,  even  when  the  ground  is  covered 
with  fnow,  and  the  cold  winds  howling 
around  them.  In  this  pofture,  bowing 
their  heads  to  the  earth,  and  crofling  their 
breafts  with  fervor,  they  call  upon  the 
name  of  Chrift,  and  humbly  implore  the 
charitable  mite.  If  the  paflenger  beftows 
this,  the  fupplicant  blefles  him :  if  he  re- 
fufes,  he  alfo  blefles  him. 
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LETTER  XLI. 

Soil  of  the  Province  of  Ingria — Prefent  State 
of  Agriculture — Economy  of  the  Pcafantry 
—'Anecdote  of  the  Grand  Duke  Paul  Pe~ 
trovitfcb — -His  Attempt  to  Emancipate  the 
Peafants— German  Colonies  for  the  Im- 
provement of  Agriculture—Anecdote  of  a  Sa- 
moeide  Member  of  tbeRufiian  Parliament. 

Ingria,  Auguft,  1790. 

Perhaps  it  is  in  every  refpect  for  the  be- 
nefit of  the  Ruffian  Empire,  that  the  ca- 
pital is  fituated  in  a  barren  province.  Pe- 
terfburg  acts  upon  the  Empire  as  a  foreign 
country,  and  keeps  the  whole  in  motion} 
in  fupplying  her  demands. 

The  foil  of  Ingria  is  a  white  fandy  clay, 

which  is  deemed  the  pooreft  of  all  the  forts 

of  earths  -,  yet  here,  by  the  kind  providence. 

Ff4  of 
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of  Nature,  it  is  made  to  produce  abundant 
crops,  when  properly  cultivated.  This 
flat  country  receives  upon  its  bofom  an 
even  covering  of  fnow  during  Winter,  and 
this,  in  the  Spring,  melting,  diftributcs 
moifture  to  the  lands,  with  the  fame  equa- 
lity. But  this  fnow,  now  ferving  for  ma- 
nure, would  prove  the  deftroyer  of  the 
foil  were  the  lands  billy.  The  thaw  in 
Spring  would,  in  this  cafe,  occafion  a  run 
of  water,  which  would  carry  along  with  it 
that  moifture  which  the  foil  now  retains, 
as  well  as  its  richeft  particles.  Upon  the 
other  hand,  were  the  foil  of  Ingria  of  a 
rich  nature,  this  flat  furface  of  the  lands, 
when  the  fnow  melted,  would  reduce  it  to 
a  mortar,  and  render  it  ufelefi,  Jince  fo 
ihort  a  Summer's  fun  would  not  exhale  the 
over-abundant  moifture.  The  fandy  foil 
drains  itfelf,  yet  the  flat  furface  of  the 
land  makes  it  retain  a  fufficient  quantity 
of  lap. 

The  rye  harveft  is  finished :  it  is  later  this 

year  than  the  laft,  owing  to  the  wet  feafon- 

Rye 
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Rye  is  the  golden  grain  of  the  North :  die 
peafants  do  not  fow  much  of  any  other 
kinds  of  corn.  Of  this  grain  they  make 
their  bread,  and  their  drink  too :  rye  fteep- 
ed  in  water  gives  them  their  favourite 
draught.  The  culture  of  their  rye  differ* 
very  little  from  that  of  the  wheat  in  Bri- 
tain :  it  is  fown  in  Autumn,  after  Sum* 
mer  fallow.  The  Winter  fnow  protects 
it  from  the  feverity  of  the  froft.  Of  oats 
and  barley  fmall  quantities  only  ate  fown, 
and '  they  are  feldom  reaped  in  a  perfect 
ftate.  The  Summer  is  fhort,  and  when 
attended,  which  it  generally  is,  with  heavy 
rains,  the  harveft  is  retarded. 

The  oats  and  barley  are  then  cut  green, 
and  dried  in  their  barns  with  ftoves.  The 
rye,  under  the  fame  circumftances,  is  treat- 
ed in  the  fame  manner.  The  procefs  is  very 
iimple :  the  grain,  with  its  ftraw,  is  placed 
upon  rafters  in  the  barn,  and  a  ftove  heated 
beneath  them.  A  few  hours  only  is  re- 
quifite  to  dry  the  grain  in  fo  hot  an  oven, 
and  a  new  quantity  is  brought,  until  the 
whole 
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whole  crop  is  dried.  The  Ruffian  diftillers 
ufe  all  forts  of  grain.  The  oats  are  railed 
chiefly  for  their  nodes. 

The  poor  people,  in  Summer,  cannot 
afford  to  live  upon  beef;  and  the  fifh,  at 
this  feafon,  are  dearer,  too,  than  in  Win- 
ter. The  peafantry,  as  fubftitutes,  ufe  ve- 
getables, efpecially  the  cucumber,  which 
they  eat  with  black  bread.  The  cucumber 
peculiar  to  this  climate  is  fmaller  than  the 
Knglifh  kind  :  it  is  cultivated  in  every  gar- 
den, in  vaft  quantities ;  and  every  cottage 
has  a  cucumber  plantation  belonging  to  it. 
They  are  now  felling  at  five  copies,  or  about 
two-pence  per  hundred!  The  peafants 
either  eat  them  when  newly  cut,  or  pic- 
kled ;  and  one  feldom  fees  a  Ruffian  in 
Summer,  without  a  bit  of  black  bread  in 
one  hand,  and  a  cucumber  in  the  other. 

The  pickled  cucumber  is  prepared  in 

this  manner :  a  layer  of  oak  leaves  is  firfr. 

put  in  the  bottom  of  a  calk,  then  a  layer 

of  cucumbers,  and  fo  alternately,  until  the 

cafk 
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calk  is  filled.  A  pickle  is  then  made,  in 
the  common  way,  with  fait  and  water  j 
care  being  taken  that  it  is  not  made  too 
ftrong,  and  poured  into  the  calk,  over  the 
cucumbers.  It  is  only  nccefiary  to  keep 
the  calk  in  a  cool  cellar,  and  the  cucumber 
is  foon  ready  for  ufe,  and  keeps  twelve 
months,  or  longer,  in  good  condition. 

Strangers  do  not,  at  firft,  relifh  this 
arctic  pickle :  yet  they  foon  become  fond 
of  it,  and  eat  it  with  all  forts  of  viands.  I 
imagine,  if  a  proportion  of  vinegar  were 
added  to  the  fait,  this  difh  would  be  the 
more  wholefome.  The  Ruffians,  from  their 
liking  to  fait  meffes, .  are  very  fcorbutic  in 
their  habits. 

The  Ruffian  and  Finland  peafants  pickle 
other  roots  in  the  fame  way. 

The  cabbage  is  another  grand  article  in 

the  Ruffian  ceconomy.     Large  tubs  are 

filled  with  this  plant,  cut  down  in  finall 

fhreds ;  upon  thefe  cold  water  is  poured, 

and 
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and  the  cabbage  fteeped,  until  it  fours.— 
The  water  is  then  taken  off,  and  the  ope* 
ration  is  completed.  This  is  done  in  Au- 
guft  and  September,  while  the  weather  is 
yet  warm  enough  to  affift  in  the  fermenta- 
tion. The  calks  are  put  into  cellars,  and 
the  cabbage  is  frozen  during  the  cold  wea- 
ther, fo  that,  when  wanted  for  ufe,  it  muft 
be  cut  with  a  hatchet.  It  muft  be  thawed 
m  cold  water,  and  thereafter,  a  foup  is 
made  of  it  with  meats. 

Any  kind  of  frozen  fubftance  put  into 
warm  water,  or  near  any  thing  hot,  in- 
ftautly  putrifies ;  and  the  Ruffians  arc  ve- 
ry careful  in  the  management  of  this  Win- 
ter provifion,  upon  which  they  greatly 
depend*  The  peafantry  having  laid  in  a 
proper  quantity  of  rye,  meal,  falted  cu- 
cumber, and  four  cabbage,  bid  defiance  to 
the  nine  months  of  Winter.  They  pro- 
cure, too,  at  this  feafon,  from  the  market, 
frozen  fifh  and  meat,  in  Aich  quantities  as 
their  circumftances  may  permit.  Their 
cattle  are  the  worft  provided  for  in  the 
long 
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long  dreary  feafon,  from  October  to  May* 
and  this  is  owing  more  to  the  lazinefs  of 
the  peafantry,  than  to  the  want  of  a  fufr 
ficient  quantity  of  grafs,  if  they  would  be 
at  the  trouble  to  cut  it  in  due  time,  and  to 
lay  it  up  in  the  fame  good  order  that  they 
do  their  own  provifions. 

The  peafants  not  only  make  preparations 
of  cabbage  for  their  own  confumption,, 
but  for  that  of  the  great  towns.  It  is  com- 
mon to  lee  feveral  hundred  fledges,  with 
as  many  tubs  of  four  cabbage,  driven  to 
Peterfburg.  The  boors,  in  returning  to 
town,  feat  themfelves  in  the  tubs,  and  look 
like  fo  many  Difciples  of  Diogenes. 

Every  peafant  is  allowed  a  certain  por- 
tion of  land  for  the  purpofe  of  agricul- 
ture, and  a  confiderable  fpace  of  wood- 
lands is  granted  to  the  villagers,  in  com- 
mon, for  feeding  their  herds  and  flocks, 
and  to  fiipply  Winter  provender  for  the 
•beaftial.  They  pay  their  Lords  in  money 
and  in  fervice — fometimes  partly  in  grain. 
The  exactions  of  the  Lords  are  arbitrary. 
The 
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The  Ruffians  and  Fins  are  both  of  them 
very  indolent  farmers  j  yet,  the  firft  are  as 
lively  and  a<5tive,  as  the  others  are  natu- 
rally dull  and  fluggifh.  The  Ruffians,  na- 
turally fpirited  and  quick  m  all  their  paf- 
fions,  are  hot  well  calculated  to  wait  the 
flow  returns  of  harveft ;  and  the  want  of 
population,  in  a  wide  fertile  country,  is 
unfavourable  to  exertion. 

The  hot  ftoves  would  of  themfelves  oc- 
cafion  all  their  indolence,  did  no  other 
caufe  exift ;  and  their  lively  tempers,  that 
mud  be  employed  in  fome  way,  make  them 
drunkards.  They  do  not  drink  to  warm 
themfelves  becaufe  they  are  cold,  or  to 
drown  melancholy  becaufe  they  are  flaves. 
The  Tongufian  hunters  fuffer  more  cold 
than  any  people,  and  they  are  the  fobereft 
of  any.  The  lower  order  of  Englishmen 
drink  as  much  as  thofe  of  Ruffia,  only 
they  differ  in  their  manner  of  drinking. — 
The  Ruffian  fwallows  as  much  at  once  as 
ferves  him  for  fome  hours  j  the  Englifh- 
man  lips  continually,  and  talks  politics 
over 
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over  his  bottle.  Now,  it^ittuiHlmfiiLdwC" 
the  Ruffians  mould  drink  becaufe  they  are 
flaves,  and  Britons  becaufe  they  are  free ! 
A  Briton  (hould  never  get  drunk,  left  he 
forget,  but  for  a  moment,  that  he  is  free  j 
or  have  wild  ideas,  inftead  of  fober  reality. 

I  do  not  pretend  to  fay,  that  freedom 
and  fecurity  of  property  are  inimical  to 
induftry :  they  are  the  mothers  of  indut- 
try,  and  every  noble  exertion.  But  I  will 
prove  that,  were  the  Ruffians  at  this  mo- 
ment free,  they  would  be  lefs  induftrious, 
and  have  more  vices  than  they  have  at 
prefent,  if  that  freedom  were  given  them 
before  they  are  prepared  for  it. 

I  will  content  myfelf  juft  now  with  giv- 
ing one  or  two  glaring  inftances  of  the 
ftubbornnefs  of  ignorance. 

Slaves  will  complain  of  hardfhips,  and 
pant  after  liberty,  without  knowing  their 
incapacity  for  enjoying  freedom.   It  is  on- 
ly for  thofe  who  are  capable  of  freedom, 
that 
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we  mould  be  forry  if  they  remain  in  a  ftato 
of  bondage !  The  complaints  of  the  pea- 
fantry,  upon  fome  eftates  of  the  Grand 
Duke,  reached  his  Highnefs.  He  ordered 
them  to  be  put  upon  the  fame  footing  with 
Englifli  farmers,  exacting  a  trifling  rent, 
providing  them  with  every  implement  of 
buibandry.  and  giving  them  inftrudors  to 
teach  them  agriculture.  The  peafants'made 
fluff  to  fell  their  new  property,  and  drinfc 
the  value  in  the  courfe  of  two  years:  they 
failed  to  pay  even  the  trifling  Amputated 
.rent,  and  petitioned  to  be  put  upon  their 
old  eftablimment. 

The  new  code  of  laws,  before  it  was 
publiflied,  was  reported  to  contain  a  very 
itrange  kind  of  freedom;  and  the  more 
diftant  from  the  metropolis,  the  more  ri- 
diculous were  the  notions  entertained  of 
that  freedom.  The  peafantry  were  im- 
prefled  with  an  idea,  that  theywere  to  have 
the  freedom  of  enjlaving  their  Lords,  or  to 
force  them  to  do  whatever  they  required  j 
and  they  began  to  put  the  law'm  execution, 
by 
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by  murdering  leveral  Proprietors  of  es- 
tates. 

The  Ruffians  are  a  fine  people,  but  they 
are  not  yet  ripe  for  receiving  freedom. — 
Their  Sovereigns  are  doing  every  thing  in 
their  power  to  prepare  them  for  liberty, 
by  inuring  them  to  induftry  and  good  ha- 
bits ;'  and  this  is  all  that  the  fober  and  wife 
advocates  for  liberty  can  wifh  for.  There 
are  many  inftances  of  the  unneceffary  op- 
predion  of  the  peafantry ;  but  this  is  nei- 
ther the  fault  of  the  Sovereign,  nor  of  the 
Proprietors,  further  than,  that  the  Pro- 
prietors fhould  be  more  careful  than  they 
fometimes  are,  in  appointing  Overfeers  on 
their  eftates.  Thefe  are  the  tyrants  who 
bring  odium  upon  Government,  and  upon 
the  Ruffian  Nobles;  and  there  mould  be 
fome  regulations  adopted,  to  prevent  men 
without  character  or  feeling,  from  having 
it  in  their  power  to  difgrace  their  country. 
But  while  we  allow  thefe  evils  to  exift,  it 
will  eafily  occur,  that  fo  fenfible  a  people 
Ge  as 
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the  Ruffians,  yet  untaught,  and  having 
paifions,  of  confequence,  wild  and  furious* 
are  not  yet  to  be  kept  under,  but  by  a 
fteady,  and  even  by  a  fevere  hand. 

I  have  witneued  the  dumiffion  of  ty- 
rannical Overleers  of  land,  on  feveral  oc- 
calions.'  When  the  Proprietors  know  of 
the  evil,  it  is  their  interefl:  to  cure  it.  Both 
Lord  and  Peafant  ought  to  be  the  happieft 
people  upon  earth.  Ruffia  is  cxtcnlive 
and  fruitful,  and  the  taxes,  in  times  of 
peace,  very  moderate.  The  natives  are 
capable  of  every  improvement  in  arts  and 
fciences.  Time  will  remove  temporary 
di&dvantages,  which  all  other  nations  have 
had  in  their  turn. 

In  the  Province  of  Ingria,  and  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Peteriburg,  are  colonies 
of  German  farmers,  formerly  eftablilhed 
by  Her  Imperial  Majefty.  Their  farms 
are  proofs  of  what  induftry  can  effeft,  even 
in  the  latitude  of  60  deg.  They  raiie  very 
fine  rye  crops,  and  they  fupply  the  metro- 
polis 
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polts  with  all  forts  of  vegetables,  as  cab- 
bages, carrots,  turnips,  potatoes,  &c.  The 
adjacent  city  gives  them  plenty  of  manure, 
of  which  they  ufe  too  much.  They  feem 
to  confider  the  quantity  rather  than  the . 
quality  of  their  crops ;  and  the  potatoes  in. 
particular,  which  mould  be  excellent  in  a 
fandy  foil,  are  fpoiled  by  the  heaps  of  ma- 
nure thrown  upon  the  land.  This  is  very 
much  to  be  regretted,  as  this  root  would 
be  a  more  wholefome  food  for  the  natives 
than  their  falted  cucumber}  and  it  might 
gradually  draw  off  their  tafte  from  that 
excefs  of  raw  vegetables,  which  they  de- 
vour continually.  Thofc  German  colonies 
are  eftabjifhed  in  many  other  parts  of  the 
empire,  and  their  example  will,  in  time, 
excite  the  Ruffian  peafants  to  follow  agri- 
culture with  more  attention  and  induftry. 

But  the  Ruffian,  with  every  local  evil 
and  diladvantage,  is  inactive  only  in  affairs 
of  agriculture :  in  trade  he  is  a  very  dif- 
ferent perfon ;  and  from  this  I  am  apt  to 
think  that  their  property  is  not  fo  infecure 
Gg  x  as 
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as  fome,  who  are  more  attentive  to  the 
names  of  liberty  and  vaflalage  than  to 
matters  of  fa£r,  would  perfuade  us.  Nor 
are  his  greater  exertions  in  trade  than  in 
agriculture,  occafioned  by  a  tafte  for  the 
pleafures  of  luxury.  The  Ruffian  trader, 
as  yet,  deals  in  luxuries  without  tailing 
them,  brandy  always  excepted :  his  only 
object  being  to  gain  money.  The  new  code 
of  laws  has  put  the  people  upon  a  very 
different  footing  from  what  they  were 
on  formerly ;  and  the  natives,  when  em- 
ployed in  trade,  or  other  concerns  which 
demand  quick  application,  and  are  attend- 
ed with  quick  returns  of  profit,  do  not 
appear  to  be  afraid  of  getting  rich.  It  is 
diverting  to  hear  the  two  accounts  given 
by  the  Ruffians,  by  thofeat  one  thoufand 
miles  diftance :  the  fage  philolbpher,  in 
his  clofet ;  and  the  mercantile  foreigner, 
who  refides  in  Ruffia.  The  firft,  oppref- 
fing  the  natives  with  chains  and  knouts, 
and  every  load  of  mifery  and  woe,  renders 
them  fttipified,  fallen,  and  carelefs :  the 
iecond  complains,  that  the  natives  are  as 
fharp  as  himfelf,  and  that  very  little 
advantage 
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advantage  can  be  got  over  them  in  any 
dealings ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  that  the 
Ruffians  have  no  averfion  to  over-reaching, 
when  in  theh"  power;  and  as  they  do  this 
in  a  lefs  polite  and  fly  manner  than  po- 
lifhed  nations,  the  proofs  againft  them  are 
clearer,  and  the  complaints  louder  than 
they  might  be  otherwise. 

In  forming  the  new  code  of  laws,  Her 
Imperial  Majefty  fummoned,  from  every 
part  of  the  Empire,  Deputies  to  aflift  her 
Councils.  When  the  Samoeide  Deputies 
came,  in  their  turn,  to  be  queftioned  in 
.regard  to  what  new  regulations  were  ne- 
ceflary  in  their  country,  they  replied,  "  that 
"  they  had  few  laws,  and  did  not  require 
"  more:  that  if  any  one  put  another  to 
"  death,  he,  likewife,  was  punilhed  with 
"  death."  They  were  afked,  "  if  they  had 
"  no  other  criminals  amongft  them — no 
"  thieves,  no  adulterers  ?"  They  anfwer- 
ed,  "  that  there  were  fuch  among  them. 
"  What,  then,"  rejoined  their  interroga- 
tors, "are  the  punishments  annexed  to 
Gg3  "the 
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"  the  crimes  of  theft  and  adultery  ?" — 
"  What !"  faid  one  of  the  reverend  De- 
puties, {carting  with  furprife,  "  is  not  de- 
tection a  fufficient  puiufhment !" 
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LETTER  XLII. 

Cuftws  and  Manners  of  tbe  ^inlanders . 

Contraft  of  CharaBer  between  tbe  Rufsian 
and  Finlander — Char  after  of  tbe  Rufstam 
—-Native  Politenefs  and  Good  Nature — 
jfrecdote  of  a  Rufsian  Soldier — Of  a  Ruf- 
fian Sheriff, 

Ingria,  Nov:  1790. 

JNo  two  nations  differ  more  from  each 
other  than  the  Ruffians  and  Finlanders. 
The  former  are  as  active,  acute,  and  fen- 
fiblc,  as  the  latter  are  flow,  heavy,  and 
ftupid.  Both  are  nearly  in  the  fame  ti- 
tration in  regard  to  freedom,  or  rather  in 
regard  to  flavery :  both  are  under  the  fame 
climate.  This  proves  that  there  is  a  dif- 
ference in  the  very  nature  of  men,  which 
neither  local  titration  nor  climate  is  able 
wholly  to  eradicate. 

G  g  4  The 


by  Google 


(    456    ) 

The  poor  Finlanders,  tofled  about  from 
one  Mailer  to  another,  hardly  know  to 
whom  they  belong:  the  Ruffians,  as  their 
conquerors,  claim  the  fuperiority;  and  a 
Ruffian  peafant,  in  companion  with  the 
Finlander,  deems  himfelf  a  Gentleman.. 
The  apparent  flownefs  and  ftupidity  of  the 
Finlanders  may  be  partly  occafioned  by  a 
degrading  treatment.  My  propofal  of  re- 
moving them  to  the  province  of  the  Uk- 
raine, would  put  this  numerous  and  in- 
duftrious  nation  more  upon  a  level  with 
the  Ruffians,  and  if  they  actually  poffefs 
abilities,  a  fituation  more  independent  will 
bring  them  forth.  This  plan  would  be  of 
great  fervice  to  the  Ruffians.  The  con- 
templation of  a  people  fo  much  inferior 
to  them,  as  the  Finlanders  are  at  prefent, 
leads  them  to  fuppofe  themfelves  more 
,accomplifhed,  in  manner^  and  arts,  than 
the  world  is  yet  willing  to  allow  them  to 
be. 

j  Civilization  is  beft  promoted  by  exam- 
ple.   The  beft  books  of  laws,  manners, 
and 
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and  fciences,  fent  among  uncivilized  na- 
tions, tranflated  into  their  native  language, 
would  hardly  excite  their  notice ;  or,  if 
they  did,  probably  their  contempt  or  deri- 
fion.  But  when  foreign  nations  mix  with 
them,  when  they  fee  theory  reduced  to 
practice,  the  fuperior  wealth  of  the  (Gran- 
gers, they  begin  to  exert  tltemfelves,  to 
equal  the  others  in  arts,  which  they  are 
now  convinced  is  the  fure  road  to  affluence. 
The  Britifh  nation  is  copied  by  all  others, 
becaufe  they  are  the  richeft :  which  na- 
turally makes  foreign  nations  conclude 
that  thofe  arts  which  procured  fuperior 
riches,  are  themfelves  fuperior  to  the  arts 
of  other  ftates.  When  the  Ruffians  fee 
the  wealth  of  a  people,  whom  they  at  pre- 
fent  defpife,  increafed  by  means  of  induf- 
try,  and  the  adoption  of  arts  common  to 
both— when  they  find  the  Finlander  ap- 
proaching to  equality  with  themfelves, 
they  will  be  convinced  of  the  neceflity  of 
adopting  the  arts  and  fciences  of  foreign 
nations,  in  order  to  maintain  their  boafted 
pre-eminence  over  the  Finlanders.  The 
Ruffians , 
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Ruffians  have  already  the  example  of  fo- 
reign nations}  but  they  have  not  long  had 
it,  and  that  only  from  a  few  as  yet  refi- 
dent  with  them :  and  when  their  pride  as 
well  as  intereft  is  joined,  their  motions, 
their  improvements  will  be  more  rapid. 

The  Finlander,  fituated  as  he  is,  remains 
quiet,  and  cautious  of  giving  any  offence  i 
this  caution  and  quietnefs  have  produced  in 
him  a  confiderable  ftiare  of  low  cunning. 
I  do  not  recoiled  to  have  fcen  a  Finlander 
in  a  paflion :  low  murmurs  are  the  utaioft 
ftretch  of  his  feelings.  A  Ruffian,  though 
he  does  not  repel,  (brinks  from  infult,  and 
gives  vent,  the  firft  opportunity,  to  his 
curies,  when  his  tyrant  is  out  of  hearing, 
but  without  paying  any  regard  who  may 
hear  him  befide.  In  this  inftance  he  re- 
icmbles  a  woman :  he  makes  up  in  words, 
what  he  dare  not  in  blows;  and  frequently, 
too,  his  tears  are  fummoned  to  the  aid  of 
his  ipeech.  The  tears  of  a  Run-on  ftart 
from  him  indignantly,  and  give  even  a 
greater  manlineis<  to  his  looks.  A  Fin- 
lander  ■ 
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lander  hangs  his  head,  weeps,  whines,  aisd 
complains  like  a  child. 

The  Finlander  being  deemed,  and  even 
deeming  himfelf  inferior  to  the  Ruffian, 
copies  after  him  in  manners,  but  particu- 
larly in  wearing  the  beard :  and  no  doubt 
he  means  this,  too/  as  a  difguife,  to  lofe, 
in  drefs  and  manners,  the  odious  diftine- 
tion  which  otherwise  would  fall  more  fe- 
verely  upon  him. 

Their  religion  does  not  enjoin  wearing 
the  beard,  and  it  muft  certainly  be  for  the 
purpofe  I  have  already  hinted  at,  that  the 
Finlander  wears  it.  Thofe  of  this  nation 
who  {till  remain  under  the  Swedifh  Go- 
vernment, universally  (have  the  beard.  The 
.Ruffians,  emigrants  from  finer  climates, 
add  the  fheep-flun  to  their  other  clothes, 
in  Winter.  The  Finlanders,  the  natives 
of  the  Polar  regions,  are  more  hardy  in 
this  refpea,  A  Finlander  feldom  wears 
the  iheep-fkin,  though  his  drefs  be,  in 
other  refpefts,  nearly  fimilar  to  the  Ruf- 
fian: 
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■flan :  it  confifts  of  a  coarfe  pair  of  linen 
drawers,  which  ferve  both  for  breeches  and 
blockings.  Their  legs  are  wrapped,  be- 
fides,  with  pieces  of  linen  or  woollen  fluff, 
.rolled  about  with  ftraw  ropes  ;  and  they 
-have  ftraw  ihoes  upon  their  feet.  Their 
coat  is  of  coarfe  woollen  fluff,  of  a  dark 
brown  or  white  colour,  made  without  re- 
gard to  fhape,  and.  is  tied  round  the  body 
■with  a  band.  The  Fin's  beard  defends  the 
s  lower  part  of  his  face,  and  a  fur  cap-  his 
head  from  the  coldj  and  he  ties  a. hand- 
kerchief round  his  neck.  The  Ruffian's 
drefs  differs  from  this,  chiefly  in  his  ex- 
poling  his  neck  to  cold  and  heat,  and 
wearing  leather  boots,  inftead  of  ftraw 
■ftockings.  I  have  obferved  that  the  Fin- 
landers,  in  one  inftance,  feeming  to  forget 
their  defire  of  blending,  themfelves  with 
Ruffians,  wear,  univerfally,  a  red  cape  to 
their  coats.  But  let  a  Finlander  be  ever 
fo  near  in  drefs  to  the  Ruffians,  I  can  piek 
him  out  from  among  a  crowd  of  the  lat- 
ter :  not  only  his  white  locks  betray  him", 
but  his  inanimate  figure,  which,  feems  to 
move 
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move  by  outward  rather  than  from  inward* 
impuUe.  White  locks,  common  to  the 
Danes,  the  Norwegians,  the  Swedes,  and 
Finlanders,  prove  them  the  moft  ancient 
inhabitants  of  the  countries  they  now  live 
in,  and  probably  of  the  fame  origin^  '  I  do 
not  underftand  much  either  of  the  Finland 
or  Swediih.  dialect;  but,  if  my  ears  do  not 
deceive  me,  they  are  nearly  flmilar,  not 
only  in  many  of  the  words,  but  in  the 
manner  of  fpeaking ;  both  people  have  a 
very  plaintive  tone  in  their  pronuncia- 
tion. 

The  Finlander  imitates,  with  fuccefs, 
the  drefs  of  the  Ruffian;  a  Granger  is  not 
fenfible  of  the  difference  between  the  two 
people :  he  finds  great  difficulties,  how- 
ever, in  his  attempts  to  be  as  cheerful  as 
his  conquerors.  A  Ruffian  lings  from 
morning  till  night,  unlefs  when  he  is  pay- 
ing away  money.  A  Finlander  never  tunes 
bis  throat,  unlefs  when  he  is  drunk,  and 
then  he  roars,  without  regard  to  mufict  he 
catches,  perhaps,  a  tune  from  fome  paffing 
Ruffian 
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Ruffian,  bat  he  forgets  it  again  in  a  few 
minutes.  I  wondered,  at  my  firft  arrival 
here,  to  hear  fuch  a  mixture  of  good  and 
bad  mafic,  upon  die  high  ways.  I  now 
find  who  were  the  bafe  performers.  A 
,  Finlander  pulls  off  his  hat  to  every  perfon 
who  appears  like  a  Gentleman — a  Ruf- 
fian feldom,  unlets  to  bis  brothers  in  fticep- 
fltins. 

The  Finland  women  are  extremely 
coarfein  their  perfons  and  features.  They 
wear  a  ftrange  kind  of  drefs,  ornamented 
with  embroidery  of  different  coloured 
threads,  and  hung  in  every  corner  with 
glafs  beads,  which  are  even  wrought  into 
the  cloth.  They  are  fond,  too,  of  gold 
and  filvcr  ornaments,  and  have  each  a  fort 
of  filver  gorget  upon  their  breaft.  But 
this  is  their  holy-day  drefs :  in  ordinary, 
it  differs  little  from  that  of  the  men.  The 
married  women  tie  up  their  hair,  and  wear 
upon  their  heads  a  fmall  hood  of  linen. 
The  unmarried  women  allow  their  hair^to 
fall  upon  their  ftioulders,  and  have  fome- 
times 
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times  a  gaudy  head-drefs,  compofed  of  a 
bit  of  pafteboard,  or  other  (tiff  fubftance, 
•budded  with  beads,  or  fparkling  with 
lace.  This  laft  piece  of  finery  encircles, 
but  does  not  cover  their  heads.  In  this 
laft  article  of  drefs,  they  appear  to  have 
copied  after  the  Ruffian  females,  whofe 
habits,  I  have  already  obierved,  bear  a 
ftrong  refemblance  to  that  of  the  women 
in  the  Highlands  of  Scotland :  yet  the  drefs 
of  the  Ruffian  men  does  not,  in  the  fmall- 
eft  degree,  refemble  that  of  the  High- 
lander: indeed,  neither  of  them  wear 
breeches ;  but  the  Ruffian  long  trowlers 
faas  no  limilarity  to  the  philabeg.  The 
-  drefs  of  the  Ruffian  is  long,  flowing,  and 
warm — the  Highlander's,  his  plaid  ex- 
cepted, ftiort  and  fcanty . 

The  inhabitants  in  many  countries  un- 
der the  Line,  are  not  more  tawny  than  the 
Finlanders,  men  and  women,  at  an  ad- 
vanced, and  even  at  a  middle  period  of 
life.  The  extreme  cold  of  the  Polar  Win- 
ter, not  lefs  than  the  hot  ftovcs  and  baths, 
and 


3,g,1,zed  by  GoOgle 


(    4«4    ) 

and  the  fultry  Summer,  produce  this  ef- 
fect, with  the  afliftance  of  their  dirty  ha- 
bits. The  Ruffians,  particularly  the  wo- 
men, have  a  fpirit  of  cleanlineis,  in  de- 
fiance of  their  general  cuftoms,  which  are 
inconfiftent  with  it.  But  the  Finlanders, 
when  old,  retire  as  it  were  amidft  filth 
itfelf :  theif  forms  are  incrufted  with  nafti- 
nefs,  and  indeed  the  human  form,  amongft 
them,  is  nearly  loft.  When  young,  their 
colour  is  rather  delicate ;  their  fnowy  hair 
ipreads  upon  their  moulders,  and  they 
would  feem  to  promife  more  agreeable  per- 
fons  in  old  age.  The  Raffians  have  dark 
hair  and  complexions  from  infancy,  the*' 
many  of  the  Ruffian  women  have  not  on- 
ly fair  complexions,  but  delicate  fhapes, 
which,  added  to  their  enchanting  demea- 
nour, renders  them  irrififlibly  charming. 

Beauty,  among  the  Finlanders,  is  rarely 
found.  I  have,  neverthelefs,  feen  fbme 
perfect  models  of  beauty  among  the  fe- 
males, which  their  aukward  manner  and 
drefs  could  not  hide:  for  the  Finland  la- 
dies 
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difes  haw  not  the  native  politenefs  of  the 
Ruffian,  and  when  they  are  polite,  it  it 
copied  from  the  latter. 

I  hare  in  vain  attempted  to  difcover 
what  the  Finlander  inherit!  from  Nature, 
unlefs  a  loft  difpofitiou,  which  is  entirely 
moulded  by  the  actions  of  thole  caufes  al- 
ready mentioned. 

I  find  no  difficulty  in  drawing  the  por- 
trait of  the  Ruffian.  He  inherits  a  foul 
-  that  darts  its  light  through  the  miff,  which 
hides  rather  than  mixes  with  it.  I  have 
before  taken  notice  of  the  inclination  of 
the  Ruffians  to  fun.  and  merriment.  They 
catch  at  every  ludicrous  circumftance;  but 
I  never  law  a  people  fo  good  natured,  and 
lb  very  polite  withal.  A  Ruffian  laughs, 
if  it  appears  to  him  that  you  wifh  to  make 
him  laugh;  and  every  pcafant  contrive* 
to  excite  laughter  in  his  neighbour :  but 
they  fddom  laugh  at  any  incident,  how- 
ever ludicrous,  if  it  is  occafioned  by  mif- 
take,  and  particularly  if  the  miftake  is  at  ■ 
H  h  tended 
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tended  with  any  uncafy  circumftance  to  did 
pei&n  who  makes  it.  I  have  often  admired 
their  behaviour  to  foreigners,  who  attempt- 
ed to  fpeak  the  Ruffian  language.  In  ma- 
ny other  nations,  and  moft  I  believe  among 
our  own  countrymen,  nothing  affords  fuch 
diveruon  -as  the  blunders  committed  by 
Grangers,  in  fpeakmg  their  language,  and 
even  in  companies  who  with  to  be  efteem- 
ed  polite.  A  Ruffian  boor,  if  addreued  by 
a  ftranger,  looks  anxioufly  at  him,  and  is 
uneafy  for  his  errors ;  he  encourages  you 
to  make  ugns,  to  affift  him  in  gueffing 
your  meaning :  he  even  inftru&s  you  to 
make  them,  and  having  gueffed  at  your 
meaniug,  which  he  does  very  quickly,  he 
■  is  very  happy,  and  flies  to  procure  what  you 
want.  A  Ruffian  is  not  to  quick  in  un- 
derstanding his  native  language,  when  he 
is  deft-red  to  do  what  he  knows  he  will  be 
forced  to  do.  He  is,  at  this  tune,  as  flow 
and  ftupid  as  a  Finlander.  But  where  he 
knows  he  is  to  procure  thanks,  and  in 
many  inftances  when  he  can  expect  no- 
thing but  thanks,  he  is  fond  of  obliging. 
ARuf- 
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A  Rufljan  accuftomed  to  obey;  is  equally 
fond  of  being  obeyed,  when  He  is  in  the 
lcaft  degree  in  authority,  or  where  he  is 
certain  of  being  in  the  right* 

It  will  appear  Arrange  to  you,  who  have 
heard  nothing  from  Ruflia  but  founds  of 
dungeons,  chains,  and  knouts,  to  read 
thefe  new  fketches  of  their  cuftoms  and 
character,  which  1  do  allure  you  are  drawn 
from  lifej  and  their  vices  and  virtues, 
their  faults  and  excellencies,  recorded  as 
they  occurred  to  my  obfervation.  A  Ruf- 
fian coachman,  fome  time  kft  Summer, 
drove  me  into  the  capital.  A  retinue  of 
fome  great  man  was  coming  from  it,  and, 
keeping  upon  the  left  hand  fide  of  the 
road,  my  coachman  called  out  to  the  pof- 
tillions  to  keep  to  the  right:  the  road  was 
the  belt  to  the  left,  fo  the  great  man's 
poftillions,  trufting  that  their  magnificent 
.  (how  would  awe  us  into  compliance,  kept 
their  ground.  My  coachman  poured  up- 
on them  a  volley  of  oaths.  The  poftilUons 
drove  to  the  oppofitc  fide :  the  great  man 
H  h  2         .        flared, 
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flared,  and  perhaps  miftook  me  for  ano- 
ther great  man,  from  the  impudence  of 
my  fervant.  We  palled  to  windward  of 
this  Nobleman  and  his  fuite,  and  involved 
the  Orders  of  St.  George  and  St.  Walde- 
mar  in  a  cloud  of  duft.  I  reprimanded 
the  coachman  for  behaving  fo  infolently. 
He  repeated  his  oaths,  and  faid,  "  that 
"  every  perfon  mould  keep  to  the  right 
M  hand ;"  and  then  he  continued  his  fong. 

1  was  much  pleafed  lately  with  the  be- 
haviour of  a  foldier  of  a  Ruffian  regiment 
who,  in  their  march,  halted  in  our  neigh- 
bourhood  in  order  to  procure  frefh  horfes 
for  their  baggage  waggons.  The  Sheriff 
of  the  diftrid,  who  is  a  God  among  the 
peafantry,  arrived  at  the  poA-houie,  and 
lent  his  Starofts  or  Meflengers  into  the 
villages,  to  find  a  fupply  of  cattle  and 
boors.  The  Corporal  of  the  advanced 
guard  complained  that  the  numberbrought 
in  was  not  fufficient.  The  Sheriff  told 
him.  "  that  he  would  order  him  to  be 
"  tied  and  whipped,  if  he  dared  to  give 
«di- 
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"  directions  or  opinions."  The  fon  of 
Mars,  in  one  of  Corporal  Trim's  attitudes, 
replied  iharply,  *'  that  he  had  a  title  to, 
«  fpeak."  The  Sheriff  afked  him  "  if  he, 
"  knew  who  he  talked  to  ?"  "  Yes,*"  faid 
the  Corporal,  "  it  is  your  duty  to  collect 
"  hqrfes,  and  mine  to  lee  that  the  number 
"  is  fufficicnt  for  our  company."  Tlje 
Sheriff  {formed,  and  beftowing  the  ac- 
cuftomary  paths,  repeated  the  various  dig- 
nities of  his  office.  The  Corporal  aflerted, 
"  that  he  was  as  good  as  him ;  that  he  was 
"  a  foldier,  had  fought  for  his  country,  and 
."  was  bound  to  obey  bis  Officers  only." 
The  Magistrate  and  Captain  lowered  his, 
tone,  though  he  was  more  than  half  feas 
over.  But  that  he  might  keep  up  his  au- 
thority and  refpeft  among  the  peafanrry, 
who  had  Uftened  to  the  diipute,  he  ordered 
two  or  three  of  them  to  be  whipped,  un- 
der pretence  of  their  having  been  dilatory 
in  coming  with  their  cavalry. 

I  witnefled  this  whipping.    I  had  never 

feen  the  operation  before  in  Ruffia  by  pub- 

Hh3  He 
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lie  fentencc.  If  the  execution  is  always  ft 
gentle  as  it  was  in  the  prefent  cafe,  too 
much  has  been  faid  about  it  by  Travel- 
lers. The  peafants,  one  after  the  other, 
placed  upon  their  hands  and  knees,  received 
a  few  ftrokes  from  a  St^rofl,  with  a  finall 
wand,  upon  their  backs.  The  Deputy 
Sheriff,  or,  as  they  call  him,  Lieutenant, 
is  a  German  Nobleman,  a  man  of  the 
moft  polite  and  gentle  manners,  very  unfit 
for  his  prefent  poll,  but  very  capable  of  a 
better  and  more  exalted  rank.  He  avoids, 
afluming  his  titles.  The  Finland  peasants 
have  no  refpeel  for  htm,  as  he  fcldom  or- 
ders them  to  be  beat.  They  arc  not  like 
the  Ruffian  peafants,  fenfible  of  favours 
of  this  nature :  yet,  to  fay  truth,  both  of 
them  require  to  be  kept  in  order  by  a  llrict 
hand.  The  Ruffian  is  very  fenfible  of 
obligations  and  kind  ufage  j  but  he  is  apt 
to  abufe  favour,  and  to  form  expectations 
incompatible  with  his  prefent  fituation.— - 
He  has  as  ye"t  no  idea  of  the  nature  of 
freedom,  otherwife  than  the  liberty  of  do^ 
jng  every  thing  without  fear  of  blows. 

TJ1?, 
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The  Deputy  Sheriff  fhrinks  when  he  is 
under  the  neceffity  of  ordering  punifh* 
ment :  he  does  not  feem  to  think  the  pu- 
nilhraent  unneceffary,  but  his  gentle  foul 
regrets  that  he  muit  fee  the  execution  of 
juftice. 

He  lives  in  a-fmall  wooden  houfe  at 
Oranienbaura,  with  an  old  mother,  and  a 
fitter.  His  pay  does  pot  exceed  50I.  a  year, 
yet  he  appears  cheerful,  and  ftruggles  to 
conceal  his  forrows  from  the  world.  His 
brother  Officers  complain,  that  they  can- 
not tru'ft  him  in  any  matter  which  requires 
a  fevere  executioner. 


Hh4 
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LETTER   XLIII. 

Rttfsion  Climate — Of  the  Hot  and  Cold  Satbs, 
tbeir  ill  Efefts  upon  the  Conflitution  of  the 
Natives — The  Rtftians  ehabkd  to  for 
Cold  by  warm  Furs  atone— -Pfytcal  land 
Moral  Effe&s  of  the  Baths. 


Iiigrta,  Jan.  179c 

.Mankind  Were  firft  placed  in  a  fine  cli- 
mate: they  have,  to  this  day,  «narernon 
to  burning  funs  and  chilling  frofts ;  nor  do 
I  believe  that  they  made  choice  of  thefe 
latitudes  where  the  extremes  are  felt,  par- 
ticularly of  cold,  or  that  any  neceffity 
would  have  driven  them  to  the  Poles.  I 
rather  imagine  that  the  climates  have  al- 
tered, and  that  a  gradual  alteration  in  thefc, 
has  reconciled  the  inhabitants  to  rigours, 
otherwise  infupportable. 
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It  may  be  urged,  why  arc  not  other 
animals  as  well  as  man  found  here,  the 
fame  as  in  other  countries,  and  for  the 
fame  reaibns  ? 

It  has  been  nearly  proved  by  Naturalifts, 
that  the  Elephant,  now  only  found  in 
warm  latitudes,  was  once  a  native  of  Si- 
beria. That  the  animals  of  warm  and 
hot  climates  do  not  now  cxift.  in  the  north, 
may  be  owing  to  the  want  of  thofe  re- 
journs againft  cold,  which  the  ingenuity 
of  man  found  out. 

I  think  I  view  the  fagacious  Monarch 
of  the  Woods,  retiring  with  flow  and  fal- 
len ftep  from  the  northern  deferts— <faear 
him  growling  with  agony,  as  he  afccnds 
the  mountains  of  Tibet,  and  cafting  back 
a  wiihrul  eye  to  his  native  plains  1 

A  celebrated  Writer  (Mr.  Pallas)  has 

given  up  his  former  opinion  regarding  the 

cxiftence  of  the  Elephant  in  Siberia,'  and 

now  thinks,  from  the  fituation  in  which 

their 


3,g,1,zed  by  GoOgle 


(    474    ) 

their  bones  are  found,  that  the  flood  has 
wafhed  them  thither  from  India,  after  the 
animals  had  been  deftroyed.  The  marine 
ftrata  covering  thefe  t>ones,  no  doubt 
prove,  that  the  action  of  the  waters  occa- 
sions their  prefent  appearanoe:  but  does 
this  prove,  too,  that  thefe  animals  were 
not  natives  of  Siberia  ?  Is,  it  not  poffibie 
that  they  may  have  been  drowned  here  as 
well  as  in  India? 

Whether  the  generations  of  the  north 
have  made  choice  of  their  fituation,  or  no, 
they  feem  to  be  very  well  plcafed  with  it, 
for  they  are  always  finging  or  dancing, 
when  they  are  not  eating  and  drinking,  or 
fleeping. 

It  is  a  generally  received  opinion,  that 
the  hot  and  cold  baths  ufed  by  the  nor- 
thern nations,  harden  and  fteel  their  con- 
stitutions againft  the  feverity  of  climate  j 
and  the  Writers  upon  the  northern  cli- 
mates tell  us,  that  the  human  body,  by 
plunging  from  the  hot  to  the  cold  bath, 
is 
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Is  tempered  like  iron :  but  perhaps  what 
may  temper  iron,  may  not  temper  flefh 
and  blood. 

The  rapid  change  from  Summer  to 
Wiriter,  the  only  feafons  they  know,  they 
rehearfe  upon  their  bodies,  by  plunging 
from  the  hot  to  the  cold  baths ;  like  cri- 
minals} who,  doomed  to  receive  yearly  a 
cruel  flogging,  daily  flog  themfelves,  to 
Jiarden  their  backs. 

I  apprehend,  however,  from  fbme  liN 
tie  knowledge  of  the  people,  that  thefe 
human  furnaces,  and  ice  cellars,  have 
a  contrary  tendency.  Nature  hates  ex- 
tremes, nor  is  to  be  brought  by  violent, 
but  by  flow  degrees  to  endure  them.  The 
hardinefs  acquired  is  only  artificial,  and 
confifts  merely  in  fuffering  an  operatioa 
with  cafe,  which  others  could  not  bear  at 

*>q, 

The  quick  tranfitions  of  the  northern 

climate,  form  of  themfelves  a  natural  bath. 

ft 
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It  might  be  more  prudent  to  endeavour  to 
evade  the  foe,  than  to  brave  him. 

A  bath,  moderately  heated  in  Winter, 
is  absolutely  neceflary  in  Ruffia,  to  pre- 
ierve  health ;  and  what  is  very  much  coo- 
netted  with  health,  to  preferve  cleanlineia. 
The  natives  content  themfelves  with  bail- 
ing and  freezing  their  bodies  once  a  week, 
end,  trading  to  this  ablution,  they  care 
not  how  dirty  they  are  the  reft  oi  the  year. 
In  fatt,  the  baths,  as  they  now  ufe  them, 
occafion  dirtier  habits  than  if  they  never 
ufed  them ;  for  in  this  cafe,  they  might 
find  the  neceflity  of  wearing  clean  linen, 
and  other  parts  of .  drefs,  as  well  as  of 
waftiing  their  hands  and  faces ;  and  the 
neat  of  Summer  would  drive  them  into 
the  rivers. 

The  cooling  flream,  fo  much  celebrated 
by  all  nations  for  the  purpofes  of  health, 
has  no  charms  in  the  eyes  of  a  Ruffian : 
fee  ufes  it  indeed,  but  in  an  unnatural 
tray.  The  ftoves  in  the  homes  of  the 
common 


3,g,1,zed  by  GoOgle 


(    477    ) 

common  people,  are  always  heated  to  a 
degree  little  ihort  of  that  in  the  hot  bath, 
without  regard  to  the  feafoft ;  and,  ualeui 
when  the  trial  of  hardihood  comes  on, 
they  are  in  a  conftant  ftcw* 

They  fet  cold  and  heat  at  defiance  in  the 
baths,  and  yet  never  go  without  doors  in 
cokl  weather,  unleis  when  wrapped  up  in 
furs,  which  enable  foreigners  to  go  out 
too,  3fc  well  as  the  natives :  now,  if  the 
Ruffian  cannot  bear  cold,  with  lefs  cloth- 
ing than  foreigners,  does  not  this  prove 
the  inefficacy  of  Ac  baths?  Nay,  fo- 
reigners bear  with  more  cold  than  the  Ruf- 
fians, and  with  a  drefs  lefs  warm,  at  their 
firft  arrival  here,  and  until  their  constitu- 
tions are  weakened  by  the  ufc  of  ftoves,  ill 
regulated  in  their  heat. 

The  fheep-flun  is  of  vaft  fervice  to  the 
back  of  a  Ruffian.  It  is  this,  not  he, 
that  withftands  the  rigour  of  the  climate : 
his  very  face  is  defended  by  a  fhaggy  beard. 

lam 
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I  dm  far  from  meaning  to  infinuate  that 
the  Ruffians  are  not  a  hardy  race;  I  only 
lament  that  they  hurt  a  natural  ftrength 
and  vigour  of  body*  by  uiing  unnatural 
methods  to  increafe  them.  The  children 
of  the  Ruffians  chiefly  are  to  be  admired 
for  undergoing  the  trial  df  the  hot  and 
cold  bath  j  many,  however,  fall  victims  to 
this  infernal  practice.  A  few  months*  ufe, 
to  thofe  who  pafs  the  ordeal,  reconciles 
them  to  it :  a  few  years'  ufe,  renders  the 
bath  neceffary  to  their  exiftence  •,  and  at 
lail,  it  becomes  their  greater):  luxury — as 
among  the  higher  clalfes  of  men,  to  eat 
and  drink  fubftances  of  the  hotted  nature, 
and  then  to  fwallow  ice  creams,  to  cool 
their  burning  ftomachs.  Nature  at  firft 
rejects  thefe  poifons,  but  at  laft  yields,  and 
even  grows  fond  of  her  deftroyer. 

The  eyes  of  a  Ruffian  gladden  with  rap- 
ture when  he  lpeaks  of  the  bagnio ;  it  is 
his  m  plus  ultra  of  mortal  blifs.  In  the 
hot  bath  they  are  treated  nearly  in  the 
fame  voluptuous  manner  as  in  the  baths 
of 
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of  Afia;  from  which  quarter,  indeed,  all 
their  cuftoms  are  copied,  or  perhaps  ori- 
ginally the  fame ;  but  with  this  difference 
in  favour  of  fenfuality  in  Ruffia,  that  the 
lower  ranks  fometimes  bathe  together  pro- 
mifcuoufly. 

Before  I  ventured  to  truft  to  my  own 
obfervations  concerning  the  effect  of  the 
hot  and  cold  baths,  I  made  particular  in- 
quiry among  the  moll  intelligent  of  the 
natives.  They  confefled,  that  the  immo- 
derate ufe  of  the  bath  occalioned  feveral 
difeafes :  they  particularly  mentioned  the 
rheumattfm.  Mr.  Pallas,  in  a  converfation 
which  I  had  with  him  upon  this  fubjecr, 
corroborated  this  opinon.  It  is  well  known 
that  the  natives  are  foon  cut  off  by  illnefs, 
which  I  attribute  to  thofe  baths.  All  vio- 
lent remedies  have  the  effect  of  making 
us  appear  unexhaufted  to  the  laft  moment : 
all  Nature  is  racked  to  force  fymptoms  of 
life,  but  the  moment  arrives  when  every 
fibre  breaks,  as  at  the  fignal  of  death,  and 
down  they  are  hurled  to  the  grave.  A 
Ruffian 
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Ruffian  has  no  fear  of  confluences :  ha 
has  little  fear  of  any  kind ;  and  whatever 
happens,  they  fay,  as  in  Afia,  "  it  is  the 
will  of  God  1"  When  Winter,  or  when 
Bummer  approaches,  they  only  bring  to 
their  recollection  what  drefs,  what  holi- 
days, or  what  work  is  peculiar  to  the  tea- 
ion.  They  face,  unconcernedly,  heat  or 
cold,  yet  prefer  warmth ;  and  would  feem 
to  encounter  Wintry  ftorms  with  the 
greater  boklnefs,  as  they  renew  the  plea- 
fare  of  returning  to  their  cabins. 

The  face  of  a  Ruffian  is  defended  by  a 
fhaggy  beard,  and  thole  who  (have, .  tie  a 
napkin  around  their  cheeks  in  cold  wea- 
ther. From  this  cuftom,  the  Ruffians 
might  be  called  effeminate,  as  they  are 
called  hardy,  from  going  with  their  necks 
bare.  In  both  cafes,  we  recognize  the  in- 
fluence of  cuftom. 

The  Ruffian  recruit,  taken  from  his 

warm  hut  and  flicep-fkin,  is,  in  Winter, 

the  moil  pitiable  creature  upon  earth.    I 

have 
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have  feen  them  frequently  trembling  in 
their  march  through  the  ftreets,  and  hard- 
ly able  to  hold  their  mufkets,  while  their 
countrymen,  dreffed  in  furs,  were  walking 
about  at  their  eafe.  The  foldier  ufes  the 
baths,  but  the  virtue  of  thefe  does  not 
appear,  unlefs  under  ajheep-jkin:  and  he 
would  prefer  his  old  drefs  to  all  the  baths 
in  Ruflia.  This  cruel  treatment  of  the 
army  mult  occafion  the  death  of  thou- 
fands  annually.  Could  there  be  the  leaft 
impropriety  in  giving  them  a  Winter  drefs, 
lined  with  fur  ?  Though  this  might  not 
be  well  adapted  for  regiments  marching 
againft  an  enemy,  Winter  is  a  time  when 
Ruflia  will  feldom  be  troubled  with  any 
attack.  Nothing  can  withftand  this  ri- 
gorous clime  but  warm  furs ;  and  any  at- 
tempt to  do  it  in  another  manner,  would 
facrifice  millions  of  lives.  Humanity,  as 
well  as  the  belt  policy  calls  upon  the  Ruf- 
fian Government  to  give  a  warmer  drefs 
to  the  foldiers  in  Winter. 

Early  in  Summer,  when  the  weather  is 

no  way  intemperate,  either  in  refpect  of 

Ii  heat 
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heat  or  cold,  the  Ruffians  feel  the  approach 
pf  the  evening,  and  quickly  bury  them- 
felves  in  furs — while  foreigners  are  walk- 
ing about  in  a  flight  drefs.  In  truth,  the 
latter  are  too  carelefs  in  this  refpefr,  and 
the  former,  if  poffible,  too  careful. 

At  the  beginning  and  at  the  clofe  of 
Summer,  this  climate  is  liable  to  very  Hid- 
den tranfiiions,  in  the  courfe  of  a  few 
hours,  and  requires  attention  to  proper 
cloathing. 

The  violent  ufe  of  the  hot  and  cold 
baths  making  the  bulk  of  the  Ruffians 
lickly,  they  have  not  the  appearance  of 
health:  the  women,  in  a  greater  degree 
than  the  men,  have  in  their  appearance 
every  mark  of  debility  and  old  age.  Nei- 
ther the  one  nor  the  other  have  that  firra- 
nefs  of  flefti,  that  florid  colour,  that  be- 
longs to  the  lower  ranks  of  the  Englifh. 
The  Ruffian  women  endeavour  to  make 
up  for  thefe,  by  painting  their  faces —  a 
practice  univerfal  among  them,  from  the 
Princefs  to  the  cinder  wench. 

It 
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It  is,  perhaps,  fuperfluous  to  obferve, 
that  thofe  who,  by  the  nature  of  their  oc- 
cupations, are  moll  expofed  to  the  cold, 
and  have  conftant  exercife,  enjoy  the  befl: 
health :  as  the  ftreet  ifwofhics,  or  coach- 
men, who  are  not  much  in  their  houfes, 
and  whofe  employment  does  not  admit  of 
their  dozing  like  others,  and  fweating  away 
their  exiftence. 

The  moral  effe&s  anting  from  the  vio- 
lent ufe  of  the  hot  and  cold  baths,  are  as 
injurious  to  virtue  and  happinefs,  as  their 
phyfical  operation  is  to  bodily  health  and 
vigour. 

The  prefervation  of  beauty  and  of  health 
in  women,  preferves  virtue  m  men.  So 
foon  as  they  lofe  thefe,  they  are  no  longer 
the  enchanting  objects  of  defire.  The 
principle  of  pleafure  is  deftroyed  by  the 
warm  baths — at  the  fame  time  that  they 
nurture  lafcivious  inclinations,  and  early 
proftitution.  Hence  indifference,  inatten- 
tion, difguft,  and  many  crimes  difgraceful 
to  human  nature. 
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LETTER   XLIV. 

1 p.-    i     ..  ..f- 

Plan  for  Reformation  in  the  Management 
of  the  "Ruffian  Hofpitah— Anecdote  of  M. 
Pleficbeyef— General  Defcription  of  the 
Ruffian  Empire ■,  its  Produce  and  Commerce, 
—ffbe  Britijh  Commerce  with  Ru/fia  ill 
conducted— fropofal for  tranjpianting  the 
whole  Nation  of  Finlanders  to  the  Ukraine. 


St.  Peterfburg,  March,  1791. 

1  have  fubmitted  the  firft  part  of  my  pa* 
per  upon  the  Ruffian  Marine  Hofpitals 
to  Admiral  Krufe,  and  to  Her  Imperial 
Majefty's  Phyfician,  Doctor  Rogerfon. — 
They  have,  as  far  as  it  goes,  approved  of  it. 
Several  of  the  Captains  of  the  Ruffian  fleet 
have  likewife  feen,  and  given  it  their  ap- 
probation. I  was  lately  introduced  to 
Monf,  Pleftcheyeff,  Secretary  to  His  Im- 
perial Highncfs  the  Grand  Duke.  I  fub- 
mitted 
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mitted  the  plan  to  this  Gentleman,  who 
likewife  did  me  the  honour  to  approve  of 
it.  Monf.  Pleftcheyeff,  who  is  a  Captain 
in  the  Ruffian  fleet,  has  undertaken  to  have 
the  plan  tranflated  into  the  Rufljan  lan- 
guage, and  to  prefent  it  to  Count  Tcher- 
nicheff,  Firft  Lord  of  the  Admiralty.  It 
has  been  recommended  to  me  to  draw  out 
afecond  part  of  obfervations,  and  to  point 
out  more  particularly  the  evils  I  difcover 
in  the  management  of  the  Marine  Hofpi- 
tals.  I  have  not  now  time  to  execute  this, 
being  on  the  point  of  letting  off  for  Eng- 
land, Having  the  materials  with  me,  I 
fhall  draw  up  the  fecond  part  upon  my 
arrival  in  London,  and  give  it  to  Count 
Warontzoff,  to  tranfmit  to  his  Court. — 
Both  the  naval  and  army  hoipitals  are  in 
the  fame  wretched  ftate.  Since  my  plan 
has  been  approved  of  by  the  firft  Officers 
and  Phylicians  in  the  Ruffian  fervicc,  I  am 
not  without  hopes  that  the  Ruffian  Go* 
vernment  will  take  meafures  for  carrying 
the  propofed  reform  into  execution. 

1 1  3  Monf. 
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Monf.  PleftcheyefF  was,  I  think  he  faid, 
for  feven  years  on  board  the  Britifh  fleet, 
and  latterly  held  the  rank  of  Lieutenant. 
A  picture  in  this  Gentleman's  drawing- 
room  attra&ed  my  attention  :  it  was  the 
lofs  of  the  Centaur,  on  her  paflage  from 
the  Weft-Iridies  to  England.  Moniieur 
PleftcheyefF  noticed  the  portraits  of  feveral 
Officers  in  the  boat :  "  thefe,"  faid  he,  «'  1 
"  am  well  acquainted  with."  He  men- 
tioned their  names,  and  particularly  that 
of  Captain  Inglefield. 

Monf.  PleftcheyeiF  is  the  Author  of  a 
Geographical  Account  of  the  Ruffian  Em- 
pire, dedicated,  by  permiffion,  to  Her  Im- 
perial Highnefs  the  Grand  Dutchefs.  It 
contains  a  very  exact  account  of  all  the 
provinces,  their  extent,  produce,  &c.  As 
we  have  no  book  in  our  language  which 
treats  of  this  fubject,  and  as  none  are  more 
capable,  or  could  have  written  with  greater 
accuracy  than  Monf.  PleftcheyefF,  I  fhould 
wifh  to  fee  a  tranflation  of  this  work  into 
EngHih. 

This 
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This  world  of  empire,  extending  from 
the  Dwina  and  Nieper,  its  weftern  boun- 
daries, to  Kamfchatka,  and  the  Eaftern 
Ocean,  a  length  of  four  thoufand  miles, 
and  from  the  Artie  Pole  to  the  Euxine 
and  the  Cafpian  Seas,  embraces  one-fourth 
part  of  the  circumference  of  the  Globe ! 
— It  has  every  variety  of  climate,  and 
is  inhabited  by  every  variety  of  na- 
tions. Upon  the  coafts  of  the  northern 
feas,  frozen  during  nine  months  of  the 
year,  the  Laplanders,  the  Samoeides,  the 
Oftiacs,  and  various  other  tribes,  dwell  in 
tents  and  caves,  little  removed  in  civiliza- 
tion from  the  brute  creation :  beyond  thefe, 
towards  the  north,  life  itfelf  goes  out:  the 
iflands  in  the'  northern  ocean  are  uninha- 
bitable. The  Siberians,  a  mixture  of  Fins 
and  Tartars,  inhabit  the  northern  and 
middle  regions  of  the  Mofcovite  Domi- 
nions in  Ana.  Their  country  is  in  many 
places  fruitful ;  but  as  no  part  of  it  bor- 
ders upon  a  navigable  fea,  its  productions 
are  of  the  lefs  value,  and  the  people  little 
known.  The  iron  and  furs  of  Siberia  are 
the  only  articles  which  the  Ruffian  mer- 
I i  4  chant 
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chant  finds,  as  yet,  capable  of  bearing  the 
expence  of  fo  long  a  conveyance  to  his 
warehoules  at  Peterfburg. 

The  rivers  of  Siberia  communicate  with 
the  Wolga  $  the  Wolga,  by  leffer  rivers, 
and  canals,  with  the  Neva :  but  notwith- 
standing this  convenience  of  water  carriage, 
the  vaft  dutance  renders  it  impracticable 
to  bring  any  other  than  the  moil  valuable 
articles  of  commerce,  to  the  ports  upon  the 
Baltic.  The  fouthern  parts  of  Afiatic 
Ruffia  are,  in  a  proportionate  degree,  more 
fruitful  than  the  middle  provinces}  but 
they  labour  under  the  fame  difadvantages, 
in  point  of  commercial  intercourfe. 

Siberia,  with  all  thefe  local  inconve- 
niencies,  while  her  iron  mines  remain  un- 
exhausted, is  an  invaluable  acquifition  to 
Ruffia  j  and  is  a  ftrong  barrier  to  the 
encroachments  of  the  Chinefe  and  Tar- 
tars. The  Ruffian  Government  is  put  to 
little  expence  in  defending  this  barrier :  a 
few  fmall  forts,  garrilbned  by  irregular 
troops  from  among  the  Coflacs,  who  chief- 
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ly  fupport  themfelves  in  fruitful  and  thin- 
ly inhabited  plains,  are  at  all  times  equal 
to  the  defence  of  this  frontier. 

Siberia  is  watered  by  many  fine  and  na- 
vigable rivers,  which  afford  a  plentiful 
fupply  of  fifh  to  the  natives ;  but  as  their 
ftreams  run  towards  the  north,  they  are  not 
attended  with  the  advantage  of  a  commu- 
nication with  a  navigable  lea. 

European  Ruffia  has  the  Wolga  upon 
the  eaft,  the  Cafpian  and  Black  Seas  upon 
the  fo'uth,  the  Nieper  and  Dwina,  before- 
mentioned,  and  the  Baltic,  to  the  fouth 
and  weft. 

The  Wolga,  rifing  in  the  center  of  this 
empire,  receiving  in  its  courfe  many  rivers 
running  from  the  Afiatic,  as  well  as  the 
European  provinces,  and  difcharging  itfelf 
into  the  Cafpian  Sea,  lays  open  to  the 
Ruffian  Merchants  India  and  Perfia.  The 
Nieper  and  Dwina  have  their  fources  in 
White  Ruffia,  formerly  a  part  of  the  king- 
dom 
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dom  of  Poland.  The  Nicpcr  empties  his 
ftream  into  the  Black  Sea,  and  from  thence 
the  navigation  into  every  country  border- 
ing upon  the  Mediterranean  is  fhort  and 
eafy.  The  Dwina,  taking  a  contrary  di- 
rection, runs  into  the  Baltic,  and  with 
equal  convenience  opens  a  communication 
with  France,  Britain,  Holland,  and  all  the 
northern  parts  of  Europe.  It  is  to  be  re- 
marked, too,  that  thefe  rivers  have  their 
fources  in  the  rnoft  fertile  provinces,  as 
rhey  vifit  the  richeft,  in  their  long  courfe 
towards  the  eaft,  fouth,  and  weft,  inviting 
the  Ruffians  to  induftry,  to  agriculture, 
and  commerce. 

The  moft  confiderable  portion  of  this 
immenfe  territory,  in  which  are  included 
the  kingdoms  of  Kioff,  Mofcow,  Twere, 
and  Novogorodf  the  provinces  of  the  Cri- 
mea, the  Ukraine,  Little  and  White  Ruf- 
lia,  and  Livonia,  are  in  the  higheft  degree 
fertile,  producing  every  fpecies  of  corn, 
flax,  hemp,  and  timber  j  from  which  laft 
article  tar  is  extra&ed:  and  from  the  better 
kinds 
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kinds  is  (applied  that  vaft  export  of  deal 
boards  and  mafts  from  Peterfhurg,  Wy- 
burg,  Narva,  and  Riga.  Thefe,  and  other 
fpecies  of  Ruffian  produce,  employ  yearly 
i,ooo  fail  of  Britifh  (hipping  continually 
in  exporting  them !  As  yet,  we  have  only 
had  famples  of  the  produce  of  Ruffia. — 
Two  thoufand  fail  of  Britifh  veflels  may 
yet  be  employed  in  it,  and  feveral  hun- 
dreds, perhaps  thoufands  more  of  Britifh 
Factors,  Merchants,  and  others,  may  be 
profitably  and  ufefully  engaged,  as  well  at 
the  Ruffian  fea-ports,  as  at  the  inland 
mercantile  cities.  I  will  ill uftrate  this  fub- 
jeft,  when  I  come  more  particularly  to 
treat  of  the  Ruffian  commerce.  The  few 
Factors  we  have  yet  in  this  immenfe  em- 
pire— their  wealth,  their  confequent  pride 
and  obrtinacy,  have  the  effect  of  making 
the  Britifti  importer  pay  upwards  of  ~o 
per  cent,  higher  for  his  goods,  than  if  no 
fuch  monopoly  exifted  3  befides  fubjecting 
our  commerce  with  Ruffia  to  numberlefs 
inconvenienc'ies,  and  even  creating  mifun- 
derftandings  between  the  Englifh  and  Ruf- 
fians 
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fians  here,  and  likewife  between  the  two 
Courts.  „ 

The  numerous  herds,  particularly  of 
the  Ukraine,  fupply  the  great  quantities 
of  tallow  annually  imported  into  Bri- 
tain and  other  parts.  So  plentiful  are 
provifions  in  the  Ukraine,  that  it  is  a  com- 
mon practice  to  kill  bullocks,  merely  to 
obtain  their  hides  and  fat,  which  is  pro- 
cured by  fqueczing  the  whole  carcafs,  in  a 
machine  conflructed  for  the  purpofe; 
what  remains  in  the  machine,  after  this 
operation,  is  thrown  away,  or  ufed  as  ma- 
nure. But  indeed  this  Paradife  is  fo  thinly 
peopled,  that  the  farmers  are  not  always  at 
the  trouble  of  fpreading  manure:  they 
prefer  removing  to  a  new  fpot,  which  the 
plough  has  never  yet  torn,  and  has  been 
rendered  fertile  by  the  rotting  of  fuccef- 
five  crops  of  tall  grafc,  for  centuries.  The 
herds,  although  numerous,  are  unable  to 
confume  one-fiftieth  part  of  the  rich  clover 
produced  in  every  fpot ;  and  it  is  trodden 
under  foot,  or  fet  on  fire,  by  vagrant 
hordes,  or  by  indolent  hufbandmen. 

Ace- 

3,g,1,zed  by  GoOgle 


<    493    ) 

A  celebrated  Writer  recommends  to  the 
Ruffian  Government,  to  people  the  Uk- 
raine, by  tranfplanting  thither  the  natives 
of  the  frozen  mores  of  Siberia,  "  which," 
fays  he,  "  are  of  no  fervice  either  to  them- 
■■  felves,  or  to  mankind,  in  their  prefent 
"  fituation." 

Experience  has  proved,  that  the  northern 
are,  of  all  nations,  the  mod  attached  to 
their  country ;  and  of  all  northern  nations, 
the  barbarous  inhabitants  of  Lapland,  and 
the  northern  parts  of  Siberia,  feel  this  amor 
f  atria  the  ftrongeft.  They  cannot  exift 
out  of  their  native  deferts.  Every  indi- 
vidual among  them,  who  had  been  brought 
away  by  order  of  the  Danifh,  Swedilh,  or 
Ruffian  Governments,  actually  died  of 
grief  1  The  moft  gentle  treatment,  the 
moft  flattering  diftinctions  feemed  to  have 
no  other  effect,  than  to  raife  in  their  minds 
a  fad  contraft  between  luxury  and  polite- 
nefs,  on  the  one  hand ;  and  rough  but  in- 
nocent homelinefs  on  the  other.  Why 
then  envy  them  their  icy  mountains  and 
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inclement  Ikies  ?  Nor  is  it  good  philoso- 
phy to  force  them  from  all  that  makes 
them  happy,  though  it  were  not  attended 
with  fuch  fatal  confluences. 

The  only  method  to  effect  that  plan, 
would  be  the  cruel  policy  of  depriving  the 
parents  of  their  children,  before  they  had 
yet  imbibed  a  love  of  kindred,  or  their 
country !  Might  it  not  be  better  to  trans- 
plant the  whole  nation  of  Finlanders  from 
the  fhores  of  the  Baltic  F  A  nation  al- 
ready accuftomed  to  agriculture,  natural- 
ly induftrious,  and  of  difpofitions  the  very 
reverie  of  thofe  of  the  more  northern 
hordes,  which  make  them  abhor  the  idea 
of  altering  their  fimple,  indolent  manner 
of  life.  From  what  I  know  of  the  Fin- 
landers,  they  might  be  eafily  prevailed  up- 
on to  part  with  their  rocks  and  fand,  for 
the  rich  foil  of  the  Ukraine. 

It  is  true  that  Raffia,  bound  by  former 

treaties  with  Sweden,  cannot  remove  the 

Finlanders,  without  breaking  through  fuch 

treaties : 
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treaties:  but  they  have  madewarupon  each 
other,  contrary  to  thefe  treaties ;  and  to 
remove  the  Finlanders  to  the  Ukraine, 
would  be  the  raoft  reafonable  breach  of 
faith  that  ever  Ruffia,  or  Sweden,  or  any 
other  Potentate  or  Power  committed.  The 
inclination  of  the  Finlanders  to  agricul- 
ture, would  make  them  prefer  a  country 
where  they  could  live,  to  one  where  they 
may  ftarve.  Had  they  no  inclination  to 
agriculture,  it  would  be  as  difficult  to 
.transplant  them  as  to  transplant  the  Of- 
tiacs. 

The  execution  of  this  plan  would,  be- 
fides,  anfwer  a  grand  political  purpofe. — 
The  Finlanders  are  attached  to  the  Swedes, 
from  fimilarity  in  religion,  and  from  being 
formerly  the  Subjects  of  Sweden  :  Ruffia, 
therefore,  by  fending  the  Fins  to  a  better 
country,  and  replacing  them  with  Ruf- 
fians, would  Strengthen  her  frontier,  and 
likewife  relieve  the  poor  Finlanders  from 
that  jealoufy  and  Ul-ufage  which  they  now 
fufFer  from  petty  tyrants  in  office,  parti- 
cularly 
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cularfy  in  the  time  of  war  between  Ruf- 
iia  and  Sweden. 

It  might,  befides,  banifh  every  idea  which 
Sweden  does,  or  may  entertain,  with  regard 
to  the  recovery  of  Finland  in  Ruffia,  and 
thereby  prevent  thofe  contefts  which  may 
henceforth  originate  from  fuch  ideas. 

The  Ruffian  Empire  in  Europe,  con- 
lifting  of  the  kingdoms  and  provinces 
above  enumerated,  and  fituated,  for  the 
mod  part,  in  the  beft  climates,  is  confi- 
derablylarger  than  any  other  in  this  quar- 
ter of  the  globe,  and  daily  increafing  in 
agriculture,  population,  and  commerce. 
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APPENDIX. 

Words  commn  to  the  Scotch,  Icelanders, 
and  Danes,  fekfted  by  Profejir  Thor- 
kelyn,  of  Copenhagen. 


A. 

■Aiih,  an  oath* 

Auld,  old. 

Aught,  eight,  pofieffion. 

Jtwn,  the  beard  of  barfey.  ' 

4zvHitt  bearded. 

N.  B.  The  termination  of  the  Scotch  adjec- 
tives of  in,  as  fougbtin,  fought,  are  mere  Ice- 
landic. 

B, 
Bae,  Icel.  Bar,  a  farm. 
Ba,  Bane,  way,  Ice).  Bane. 
Bane,  bone. 
Bairn,  Barn,  a  child. 

K  k  Bank, 
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Bank,  a  beam. 
Bad,  I  did  bid. 
Backlins,  corning  back,  returning.    Icel.  #uc*- 

leitdis. 
Be,  let  be,  ceafe. 
Big,  to  build. 
Biggin,  building. 
Beth,  both. 

Bit,  little.     Dan.  Bltte,  Smaa. 
Billow,  Icel.  Bilgia,  a  wave. 
Bicker,  a  wooden  diih. 
Birkie,  a  clever  fellow. 
Bing,  a  heap  of  grain. 
Blink,  a  fmiliog  tflok ;  or  fometimes  to  mine,  as 

a  blink  of  the  ijin. 
Blather,  bladder/1 
Blafi,  Icel.  #j/r,  Dan.  Bleft,  give  me  a  blaft 

of  your  pipe,  i.  e.  give  me  a  tune  of  your  pipe, 
Blejjia,  blefling. 

Blytb,  Icel.  Bl'tdr,  fweet,  humane,  cheerful. 
£0//,  Icet.  5o//(,  a  meafure  of  corn. 
Brow,  fine,  haridfomc. 
Brae,  the  flope_  of  a  hill. 
Braid,  broad. 
BrawUe,  very  well. 
Breaken,  breaking, 
Sure,  did  bear. 
Burn,  a  rivulet. 
Avy?,  to  burft. 

Carit, 
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C. 

Carle,  a  flout  old  man. 

Carline,  a  flout  old  woman. 

Cbiel,  a  veffel  of  about  tenor  twenty  tuns* 

Clattb,  cloth  * 

Cfefj/,  to  clothe; 

Owe,  a  cavern. 

Cmw,  to  require,  demand. 

D. 

Din,  nolle.  Icel.  u7*r. 
Doiigbt,  was  able.  Icel.  Dugade. 
Drag,  to  pull  by  force. 
Druken,  in  the  habit  of  drinking. 

£.  * 

£//,  Icel.  Alfr,  a  middle  being. 
Emu,  in  Caithnefs,  moreover. 

F, 

Fund,  did  find. 

FvaV,  enmity* 

Fells,  German,  felt; 

Fell,  the  flew  under  the  fltin,  a  level  field,  upon 

the  top,  or  upon  the  fide  of  a  hill. 
Ftendty  Dan.  Fiende,  and  vulgarly,  F7endeHt  th» 

Devil. 
FUtters  to  vibrate,  like  the  wings  of  Gnall  birds. 
K  k  a  For- 
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Forlye,  bcfidcs. 

F<trfbkbint  forfalrn,  worn  out,  fatigued. 

Forgie,  to  forgive. 

Forgejket,  jaded  with  fatigue. 

Frae,  from. 

Frooff*  to  and  fro,  off*  and  to* 

Fur,  a  furrow. 

G. 

Got,  to  go.    Gaed,  went.    Ghw,  or  gattt,  gone; 

Gas*,  going. 
Go; ;,  or  Ga/^  way  or  road. 
Gate,  a  ftreet. 
Gami,  rags. 

Gar,  Icel.  Gmr,  to  force  one  to  do  any  thing; 
Gi>,  to  give.    Gird,  gave.    G/«,  given. 
Gimmer,  a  ewe,  from  one  to  two  years  old. 
Gin,  agauut. 

Glowr,  to  flare,  to  look  anxioiuly. 
Gore,  the  blood  of  the  heart. 
Greet,  to  fhed  tears. 
Gripe,  led,  grief. 
Groufome,  loathfomely  grim. 
Grove ,  Dan.  Grove. 
Guie,  good. 

H. 

'jfejj-,  a  fink  or  mire,  in'moQes  or  moon. 
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Bald,  to  hold.    HaUtx,  mhulden,  as  land  'hcM 

or  bolden  by  or  of  a  perfon. 
Halt,  ~Din.HetL    Icel.  Htitt,  whole,  Ukcwlfe 

mended,  or  recovered. 
Haute,  home. 
Herry,  to  plunder. 

Het,  hot.  « 

Heeze,  to  elevate,  to  hoift. 
Hov'd,  fweUed. 
Hove,  to  fwell. 
/fry?,  to  cough,  to  hoop. 

I. 

J,  in. 

lU-willie,  ill-natured. 

k. 

Ken,  to  know.    Kent,  Kind,  knew. 

&'»,  kindred. 

Kirk,  Icel.  Kirkia.    German,  Kirk,  a  church. 

L. 
£ai,  a  common  fellow,  -a  Servant.    Icel.  Lid. 
£*»£-,  <fong. 
Laigh,  low. 

Laliand,  Lohnd,  Lowland,  the  low  country. 
Let,  a  hindrance,  to  hinder,  to  flop.  Icel.  Let'ta. 
Likwake,  the  fervice  or  ceremony  in  keeping  *a 

dead  body  three  nights  in  a  room  lighted  with 

candles. 

Light, 
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titb,  any  joint  of  the  members  of  the  body* 

led.  Lidr. 
Loof,  Lof,  the  palm  of  the  hand.    Lowes,  that 

plural  of  Loof. 
Loup,  IceL  ///«/>,  and  L<jb/>,  to  leap. 

M. 

Afcwt,  look.     IceL  Mane* 

Maert  more* 

Maefi,  moft. 

Mj/,  to  grind  corn. 

Mjff.    J  otj»  «&,  i.  «.  I  muft  do< 

Mark,  I  eel.  Merkiet  to  obfervc. 

Maun,  muft. 

Mn,  to  remember. 

MM,  AEuUr,  AfriWf,  great. 

Mudding,  Sutherlandfhire  dialed:.  Dan.  Mtdinf* 

Myjel,  myfelf. 

Wa,  Wj/,  no. 
AiV,  a  nut. 

Norland,  the  north  country* 
Ato/f,  horned  cattle.    Icel.  JVtf*/.  Dan.  jNm/, 
and  JVwtf. 

P. 
JV«»,  Icel.  PWm,  a  pin. 
.  Pr/»f,  print. 

Ream, 
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Ream,  cream. 

Reave,  to  rob, 

&t&,  fmoke, 

Rig,  a  ridge. 

■&»/*,  to  flatter,  to  praife, 

S. 
Sae,  fo. 

Satr,  fore;  much  or  fore  furprifed.    Thai.  Saare 

Forfkrctcket. 
Sang,  a  fong. 
Sark,  a  fliirt. 
Set,  felf. 

Scow,  a  kind  of  flat  bread. 
5«a,  finall. 
Sffwci,  to  kifs,  to  tafte.     Icel.  Ec  Smecki.    Dan* 

Smager, 
Smoor'd,  Dan.  Smorcd,  annointed. 
Sued,  to  cut  off*. 
Sozyp,  a  fpoonful. 
Spac,  a  prophecy,  to  prophecy. 
Spier,  to  aft,  to  inquire-     Spiered,  inquired. 
Spreckledt  fpotted. 
Siane,  and  Stein,  a  ftone. 
Stark,  ftout,  ftrong. 
$/mv,  firm. 
Stock  t  the  leg  or  ftem  of  a  plant. 

Stot. 
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*/*/,  a  young  Bullock.    Dan.  An  Stoud. 
Start,  trouble,  to  moleft.    Dan.  Btfturket. 
Strae,  ftraw — to  die  ajhrae  death,  i.  t,  to  die  iqt 

bed. 

N.  B.  Our  forefathers  lay  commonly  upoo 
ftraw,  inftead  of  feather-beds,  and  from  tbaf 
cuftom  formed  this  phrafe.    The  beds  of  the 
poor  people  in  Scotland  are  ftraw. 
Swain,  a  fervant  employed  in  agriculture.    Iody 

Sward,  Icel,  Swaurdr,  growing;  grafs,  graft 
growing  on  watery  places,  an4  Ctttlc&ing  % 
ftratum  of  earth* 

Swinge,  to  beat,  to  whip* 

Swollen,  Icel.  Solicit,  fwelled^ 


Tangel,  Icel.  TattnguU.  Dan-  Toengtl,  fcawced. 

Thole,  to  fuffer,  bear,  endure*    Icel*  Jbola,. 

Tbairms,  and  Pbarms,  the  ftnall  gur.s,  The  bands 
furrounding  the  rims  of  Scotch  fpinnina- 
wheels  are  called  fbairwt  bands. 

Tb%ix  to,  make  noife,  by  ftriking,  aswith  a  ham- 
mer, againft  any  thing. 

Tbraiig,  throng,  a  croud. 

Throw,  to  contradict ;  alfo  la  twi  ft,  as  in  making 
of  ftraw,  or  other  ropes. 

Tbreeteen,  thirteen- 

T,l, 
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Til,  to  go  t'tU  htm,  u  e-  to  go  to  him* 

Tunmer,  timber. 
Time,  to  lofe.     Tmt,  loft- 
Toom,  empty. 
Tout,  the  blaft  of  a  horn. 
Tom,  a  rope. 

Tow*,  a  bamlet,  a  farm  town. 
Toyit,  to  totter  like  old  age,  or  like  a  child. 
Trow,  to  believe,  true.    Troth,  it  is  truth. 
Twa,  two. 
Twin,  two. 

T>if ,  -a  dog ;  but  generally  applied  to  a  large 
furly  dog. 

U. 

U»kend,  unknown. 

W. 
Wad,  Icel.  y><fi*»,  to  lay  bets  or  wagers. 
Wad,  Icel.  fed,  Pignus,  Catttio,  a  pledge. 
Wadfite,  Icel.  Vedfttia,  Stfetia  at  veda,  to  mort- 
gage- 
fifaf ,  woe. 

Wair,  to  lay  out  money,  to  expend. 
WaU4  choice. 

Wald>  chofe,  c  ho  fen,  felected. 
Wame ,  the  belly. 
Waukt*,  to  awake.    Icel.  Vakna.    Dan.  V&agnt. 
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Wat,  led.  Ec  Weiu    I  wot,  I  know.  ^  watte, 

I  do  not  know. 
Wauket,  Icel.  ^a&V,  the  procefs  of  thickening, 

particularly  clothes. 
Wtnnociy  a  window. 
Wbarc,  where. 

fFond,  Dan.  0»dl,  Icel.  jr<wM&",  live,  or  lived. 
Wont,  ufed,  or  accuftomed  to  da    I  am  went 

time,  or  ufual  time. 
Wjte%  blame,  to  blame. 

Y. 

Yule,  Chriftmas. 
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